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Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics: Exploring the Dynamics of Political Systems
Worldwide

cambridge studies in comparative politics represent a cornerstone in the academic
exploration of political systems, institutions, and behaviors across the globe. For students,
scholars, and enthusiasts of political science, these works offer a rich, nuanced
understanding of how different countries operate politically, the forces shaping
governance, and the comparative methodologies that make cross-national analysis
meaningful. If you’ve ever wondered how political structures vary and what drives political
change, diving into Cambridge’s influential series provides an insightful journey into
comparative politics.

What Are Cambridge Studies in Comparative
Politics?

At its core, Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics is a prestigious series of scholarly
books published by Cambridge University Press. The series focuses on in-depth, research-
driven analyses of political phenomena, often combining theoretical frameworks with
empirical case studies. Unlike introductory textbooks, these volumes delve into complex
issues such as regime transitions, democratization, political institutions, conflict, and
public policy, often with a comparative lens that spans continents and political cultures.

The appeal of the series lies in its comprehensive approach and academic rigor, making it
a go-to resource for graduate students, researchers, and policymakers who want to
understand the intricacies of political life beyond simple descriptive accounts.

Why Comparative Politics Matters

Comparative politics isn’t just about comparing countries for the sake of it. It’s a
fundamental subfield of political science dedicated to understanding how and why political
systems differ, and what these differences mean for citizens and power holders. By
studying comparative politics, one gains insights into:

- The nature of political institutions like legislatures, executives, and courts
- Patterns of political behavior and participation

- Causes and consequences of political change

- The impact of culture, economics, and history on governance

Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics shine by highlighting these themes through
well-researched case studies, offering readers tools to analyze political dynamics critically.



Methodological Approaches in Cambridge Studies

One hallmark of the Cambridge series is its emphasis on methodological rigor.
Comparative politics often wrestles with the challenge of balancing qualitative depth and
quantitative breadth. The books in this series frequently employ:

- **Case Study Analysis**: Detailed investigations of specific countries or political events
to uncover causal mechanisms.

- **Comparative Frameworks**: Cross-national comparisons aiming to identify patterns or
variations in political behavior.

- **Mixed Methods**: Combining statistical data with ethnographic or historical evidence
to build robust arguments.

Such diversity in methods equips readers with versatile analytic tools and encourages
critical thinking about political data and theory.

Key Themes Explored in Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics

The richness of the Cambridge series comes from its broad thematic coverage. Some of
the most frequently explored topics include:

Democratization and Regime Change

Democratization remains a central topic. Many volumes examine how authoritarian
regimes transition to democracy, what challenges new democracies face, and why some
countries backslide into autocracy. These studies often explore political institutions’
design, civil society’s role, and international influences in shaping regime trajectories.

Political Institutions and Governance

Understanding the role and function of political institutions is crucial. The series breaks
down how different institutional arrangements—parliamentary vs. presidential systems,
federal vs. unitary states—affect policy outcomes, political stability, and citizen
representation. It also scrutinizes governance challenges like corruption, bureaucratic
capacity, and rule of law.

Ethnicity, Nationalism, and Conflict

Ethnic politics and conflict are pivotal in many comparative politics studies. Cambridge
volumes explore how ethnic identities influence political mobilization, the causes of ethnic
violence, and strategies for conflict resolution. These insights are vital for grasping the



complexities of multi-ethnic states and post-conflict reconstruction.

Political Economy and Development

Political decisions are deeply intertwined with economic outcomes. The series often
investigates how political institutions impact economic development, the politics of
redistribution, and how globalization shapes domestic political agendas. This intersection
helps explain why some countries achieve sustainable development while others struggle.

Who Should Read Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics?

While the series is academically rigorous, it caters to a wide audience beyond just
scholars:

- **Graduate Students**: Those specializing in political science or international relations
will find these books invaluable for their coursework and research.

- **Academics and Researchers**: The series provides cutting-edge research and
theoretical advancements that enrich scholarly debates.

- **Policy Analysts and Practitioners**: Understanding political dynamics through
comparative studies aids in crafting informed policy decisions.

- **Interested General Readers**: Anyone curious about how politics works around the
world can benefit from the accessible yet thorough analysis.

Tips for Engaging with the Series

If you're new to the series or comparative politics, consider these strategies:

1. *¥*Start with Thematic Volumes**: Choose books that focus on topics you find most
compelling, such as democratization or political institutions.

2. **Use Supplementary Materials**: Many volumes reference datasets, case studies, and
further readings—explore these to deepen your understanding.

3. **Engage with Comparative Methods**: Pay attention to the research methodologies
used; this will sharpen your analytical skills.

4. **Join Discussion Groups or Seminars**: Academic communities often discuss these
works, providing additional perspectives.

The Impact of Cambridge Studies on the Field of
Comparative Politics

The Cambridge series has significantly influenced how comparative politics is taught and



studied. By pushing the boundaries of research and emphasizing empirical evidence, it has
helped shape modern political science. Many leading scholars have contributed to the
series, making it a repository of authoritative knowledge.

Moreover, the series fosters interdisciplinary dialogue by incorporating insights from
sociology, economics, history, and anthropology. This holistic approach enriches the
understanding of political phenomena and supports the development of robust theories.

Emerging Trends within the Series

As global politics evolve, so do the themes explored in Cambridge Studies in Comparative
Politics. Recent volumes increasingly address:

- The rise of populism and its effects on democracy

- Political responses to climate change and environmental governance
- Digital politics, including social media’s role in political mobilization
- Challenges of authoritarian resilience in an era of globalization

These topics reflect the series’ commitment to staying relevant and offering fresh
perspectives on contemporary political challenges.

Finding and Using Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics

Accessing these books is straightforward through university libraries, academic
bookstores, and online platforms like Cambridge University Press’s website. Many
volumes are also available in e-book formats, making them accessible to a global audience.

When using these studies for academic work or personal learning, it’s helpful to:

- Take notes on key arguments and evidence
- Compare findings across different volumes to identify patterns
- Reflect on how theoretical insights apply to current political events

By doing so, readers can transform dense academic content into practical knowledge.

Exploring the world of comparative politics through the lens of Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics opens up a fascinating realm where political diversity meets
scholarly inquiry. Whether you’re dissecting electoral systems, analyzing political
conflicts, or studying policy impacts, this series equips you with the depth and breadth
necessary to appreciate the complexities of governance and political life worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of the Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics series?

The Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics series focuses on publishing advanced
research and scholarly works that analyze political systems, behaviors, and institutions
across different countries to provide comparative insights.

Who are the typical authors of books in the Cambridge
Studies in Comparative Politics series?

Typical authors include leading political scientists, researchers, and academics
specializing in comparative politics who contribute original research and theoretical
advancements to the field.

How does the Cambridge Studies in Comparative
Politics series contribute to the field of political
science?

The series contributes by offering rigorous, peer-reviewed research that deepens
understanding of political dynamics globally, informing both academic discourse and
practical policy-making.

Are books in the Cambridge Studies in Comparative
Politics series suitable for students?

Yes, many books in the series are suitable for graduate and advanced undergraduate
students, as well as scholars seeking comprehensive and in-depth analyses of comparative
political topics.

Can you name some popular titles from the Cambridge
Studies in Comparative Politics series?

Popular titles include 'The Logic of Political Survival' by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, 'States
and Social Revolutions' by Theda Skocpol, and 'Democracy and Development' by Adam
Przeworski.

Is the Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics series
interdisciplinary?

Yes, the series often incorporates interdisciplinary approaches, drawing from economics,
sociology, history, and law to enrich comparative political analysis.



How often are new volumes in the Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics series published?

New volumes are published periodically, typically several times a year, depending on the
availability of high-quality manuscripts and emerging research trends.

Where can I access books from the Cambridge Studies
in Comparative Politics series?

Books from the series can be accessed through academic libraries, purchased from
university presses like Cambridge University Press, or found on digital platforms such as
Cambridge Core and other e-book retailers.

Does the Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics
series cover non-Western political systems?

Yes, the series includes studies on a wide range of political systems worldwide, including
non-Western countries, to provide a truly comparative perspective.

Are there any online resources or journals associated
with the Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics
series?

While the series itself is a collection of books, Cambridge University Press offers online
access to its publications through Cambridge Core, and related journals in comparative
politics may complement the series.

Additional Resources

Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics: A Critical Examination of an Influential
Academic Series

cambridge studies in comparative politics stands as a pivotal academic series that has
shaped the study of political systems across the globe. Published by Cambridge University
Press, this collection of scholarly works offers rigorous analyses and theoretical
frameworks that have become essential references for students, researchers, and
policymakers interested in comparative politics. The series delves into the complexities of
political institutions, democratization processes, state-building, political economy, and
governance, making it a cornerstone of political science literature.

The Significance of Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics



Since its inception, the Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics series has
distinguished itself by promoting a multidisciplinary approach to understanding political
phenomena. Its contributions extend beyond simple descriptions of political systems,
aiming instead to uncover causal relationships and patterns that define political behavior
worldwide. This has rendered the series not only influential in academic circles but also
relevant for practical politics and policy design.

The series is notable for its comparative methodology, which involves systematically
contrasting different political entities to identify commonalities and divergences. Such an
approach is indispensable in an era where global interdependencies and regional
dynamics demand nuanced insights. By foregrounding empirical research combined with
robust theoretical models, the series facilitates a deeper grasp of topics like electoral
systems, authoritarianism, political culture, and institutional design.

Core Themes and Contributions

A distinctive feature of Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics is its broad thematic
scope. Some of the recurring areas of investigation include:

e Democratization and Regime Change: Many volumes explore transitions from
authoritarianism to democracy, analyzing factors that promote or hinder democratic
consolidation.

e State Formation and Capacity: The series examines how states develop
organizational strength and legitimacy, particularly in post-colonial and developing
contexts.

e Political Economy: Books often investigate how economic structures and policies
interact with political institutions to influence development trajectories.

e Identity and Political Conflict: Ethnic, religious, and national identities are
explored as drivers of political mobilization and conflict.

e Institutional Design and Function: The series offers insights into how electoral
rules, party systems, and federal structures shape political outcomes.

This thematic diversity ensures that the series remains relevant to a wide audience, from
specialists focusing on particular regions to those interested in broader theoretical
debates.

Methodological Rigor and Comparative Approach

One of the hallmarks of Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics is its commitment to
methodological rigor. The series often employs mixed-methods research, combining



quantitative data analysis with qualitative case studies. This dual approach strengthens
the validity of findings and allows for nuanced interpretations that acknowledge the
complexities of political life.

The comparative approach adopted by the series is especially noteworthy. Unlike studies
focused solely on single-country analyses, Cambridge’s comparative works encourage
cross-national learning. This methodology facilitates the identification of patterns that
might otherwise remain obscured within isolated case studies. For example, comparing
democratization processes in Latin America and Eastern Europe has yielded important
insights into the role of international influence and domestic institutions.

Moreover, the series frequently incorporates longitudinal studies, tracking political

developments over extended periods. This temporal dimension enhances understanding of
political dynamics and the durability of institutional arrangements.

Impact on Political Science Scholarship

Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics has significantly influenced both theoretical
and empirical scholarship. Its publications have contributed to refining key theories such
as:

e Modernization Theory: Reassessing the linkages between economic development
and political change.

e Institutionalism: Emphasizing the importance of institutions in shaping political
behavior beyond individual agency.

¢ Rational Choice Theory: Providing frameworks to analyze strategic interactions in
political contexts.

e Constructivism: Highlighting the role of ideas, norms, and identities in political
processes.

By integrating these diverse perspectives, the series has fostered more holistic and
interdisciplinary approaches to comparative politics.

Strengths and Limitations of the Series

The strengths of Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics lie in its scholarly depth,
methodological diversity, and commitment to comparative analysis. The series is lauded
for:

e Producing well-researched, peer-reviewed works that set high academic standards.



e Covering a wide geographical range, including underrepresented regions such as
Sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia.

e Incorporating interdisciplinary insights from sociology, economics, history, and
anthropology.

e Contributing to both theoretical innovation and policy-relevant research.

However, some critiques have emerged regarding the series. Occasionally, the dense
academic language and complex theoretical frameworks may limit accessibility for
practitioners or general readers interested in political science. Furthermore, while the
series strives for global coverage, certain regions and topics receive relatively less
attention compared to others, reflecting broader trends in political science research
priorities.

Comparisons with Other Academic Series

When placed alongside other prominent political science series, such as Oxford University
Press’s Comparative Politics series or Routledge’s Political Science collections, Cambridge
Studies in Comparative Politics stands out for its balance of theoretical rigor and empirical
richness. While some series emphasize broad overviews or textbooks, Cambridge’s
volumes tend to be specialized monographs or edited collections that push the frontier of
comparative politics scholarship.

This specialization is both a strength and a limitation. It ensures depth and innovation but
may limit appeal outside of academic circles. In comparison, some competing series offer

more introductory texts aimed at undergraduates or practitioners, providing a wider
audience reach.

Relevance in Contemporary Political Science

In an era marked by rapid political change, rising populism, and challenges to democratic
norms, Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics remains a vital resource. The series
continues to publish works that address contemporary issues such as:

e The resilience of authoritarian regimes in a globalized world.

e The impact of social media and technology on political mobilization.

e The role of identity politics and nationalism in electoral outcomes.

e Climate change governance and its political implications.



By engaging with these pressing topics, the series not only reflects the evolving landscape
of comparative politics but also provides tools for understanding and addressing complex
political challenges.

The ongoing relevance of the Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics series is
underscored by its incorporation of cutting-edge research methods, including big data
analytics and experimental designs. This adaptability ensures that the series remains at
the forefront of political science scholarship, bridging traditional approaches with
innovative techniques.

In sum, Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics offers an indispensable resource for
anyone seeking a deep and comprehensive understanding of political systems through a
comparative lens. Its blend of theoretical insight, empirical evidence, and methodological
innovation continues to enrich the study and practice of political science worldwide.

Cambridge Studies In Comparative Politics

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Trust and Rule Charles Tilly, 2005-07-25 Rightly
fearing that unscrupulous rulers would break them up, seize their resources, or submit them to
damaging forms of intervention, strong networks of trust such as kinship groups, clandestine
religious sects, and trade diasporas have historically insulated themselves from political control by a
variety of strategies. Drawing on a vast range of comparisons over time and space, Charles Tilly asks
and answers how, and with what consequences, members of trust networks have evaded,
compromised with, or even sought connections with political regimes.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics ,

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Comparative Politics Mark Irving Lichbach,
Alan S. Zuckerman, 1997-08-28 This book reassesses the research schools in comparative politics,
assessing knowledge, advancing theory, and in the end seeking to direct research in the coming
years. It begins by examining the three research schools that guide comparative politics; rational
choice theory, culturalist analysis, and structuralist approaches. The first set of contributors offer
briefs for each of the schools, presenting core principles, variations within each approach, and fresh
combinations. A second set of authors applies the research schools to established fields of
scholarship. The concluding section contains essays by the editors, returning the focus to the theme
of advanced theory in comparative politics.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Trust and Rule. Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics. Director Center for Studies of Social Change and Professor of History and
Sociology Charles Tilly, PhD, 2014-05-14 This book provides an essential background to the
explanation of democratization and de-democratization.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Comparative Politics Mark Irving Lichbach,
Alan S. Zuckerman, 1997 This collection reassesses rational choice theory, culturalist analysis, and
structuralist approaches to comparative politics.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: The Political Mobilization of the European
Left, 1860-1980 Stefano Bartolini, 2000-08-28 In an in-depth comparative analysis, Stefano
Bartolini studies the history of socialism and working-class politics in Western Europe. While
examining the social contexts, organizational structures, and political developments of thirteen
socialist experiences from the 1860s to the 1980s, he reconstructs the steps through which social
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conflict was translated and structured into an opposition, as well as how it developed its different
organizational and ideological forms, and how it managed more or less successfully to mobilize its
reference groups politically.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Structuring Politics Sven Steinmo, Kathleen
Thelen, Frank Longstreth, 1992-09-25 This volume brings together original essays by scholars
working on a diverse range of empirical issues, but whose work is in each case informed by a
historical institutional approach to the study of politics. By bringing these pieces together, the
volume highlights the methodological and theoretical foundations of this approach and illustrates
the general contributions it has made to comparative politics. The essays demonstrate the potential
of the approach to illuminate a broad range of issues such as how and why institutions change, how
political ideas are filtered through institutional structures in the formation of specific policies, and
how institutional structure can have unintended effects on the shaping of policy. Through these
richly detailed pieces, the reader is provided not only a thorough understanding of the method of
analysis but also an overview of the theoretical underpinnings of the approach.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Paths toward Democracy Ruth Berins Collier,
1999-09-13 The question of whether democratization is an elite-led process from above or a popular
triumph from below continues to be an area of contention among political scientists. Examining the
experiences of countries that have provided the main empirical base for recent theorizing, namely,
Western Europe and South America, this book delineates a more complex and varied set of patterns.
The volume explores democratization through a comparative analysis that examines the role of labor
in relation to elite strategies in both contemporary and historical perspectives.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Comparative Historical Analysis in the
Social Sciences James Mahoney, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, 2003-02-10 This book systematically
investigates the past accomplishments and future agendas of contemporary comparative-historical
analysis. Its core essays explore three major issues: the accumulation of knowledge in the field over
the past three decades, the analytic tools used to study temporal process and historical patterns, and
the methodologies available for making inferences and for building theories. The introductory and
concluding essays situate the field as a whole by comparing it to alternative approaches within the
social sciences. Comparative Historical Analysis in the Social Sciences will serve as an invaluable
resource for scholars in the field, and it will represent a challenge to many other social scientists -
especially those who have raised skeptical concerns about comparative-historical analysis in the
past.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: No Other Way Out Jeff Goodwin, 2001-06-04 No
Other Way Out provides a powerful explanation for the emergence of popular revolutionary
movements, and the occurrence of actual revolutions, during the Cold War era. This sweeping study
ranges from Southeast Asia in the 1940s and 1950s to Central America in the 1970s and 1980s and
Eastern Europe in 1989. Following in the 'state-centered' tradition of Theda Skocpol's States and
Social Revolutions and Jack Goldstone's Revolutions and Rebellion in the Early Modern World,
Goodwin demonstrates how the actions of specific types of authoritarian regimes unwittingly
channeled popular resistance into radical and often violent directions. Revolution became the 'only
way out', to use Trotsky's formulation, for the opponents of these intransigent regimes. By
comparing the historical trajectories of more than a dozen countries, Goodwin also shows how
revolutionaries were sometimes able to create, and not simply exploit, opportunities for seizing state
power.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Nontaxation and Representation:
Introduction; 2. Taxation leads to instability, not representation; 3. Nontax revenue lowers
taxation and increases spending; 4. Nontax revenue (therefore) leads to stability; 5. This
happens at subnational levels of governments too; 6. Conclusions and implications Kevin M.
Morrison, 2015 Does oil make countries autocratic? Can foreign aid make countries democratic?
Does taxation lead to representation? In this book, Kevin M. Morrison develops a novel argument
about how government revenues of all kinds affect political regimes and their leaders. Contrary to



conventional wisdom, Morrison illustrates that taxation leads to instability, not representation. With
this insight, he extends his award-winning work on nontax revenues to encompass foreign aid, oil
revenue, and intergovernmental grants and shows that they lead to decreased taxation, increased
government spending, and increased political stability. Looking at the stability of democracies and
dictatorships as well as leadership transitions within those regimes, Morrison incorporates
cross-national statistical methods, formal modeling, a quasi-experiment, and case studies of Brazil,
Kenya and Mexico to build his case. This book upends many common hypotheses and policy
recommendations, providing the most comprehensive treatment of revenue and political stability to
date--

cambridge studies in comparative politics: The Politics of Collective Violence Charles Tilly,
2003-03-17 Sample Text

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Electoral Engineering Pippa Norris,
2004-02-09 From Kosovo to Kabul, the last decade witnessed growing interest in ?electoral
engineering?. Reformers have sought to achieve either greater government accountability through
majoritarian arrangements or wider parliamentary diversity through proportional formula.
Underlying the normative debates are important claims about the impact and consequences of
electoral reform for political representation and voting behavior. The study compares and evaluates
two broad schools of thought, each offering contracting expectations. One popular approach claims
that formal rules define electoral incentives facing parties, politicians and citizens. By changing
these rules, rational choice institutionalism claims that we have the capacity to shape political
behavior. Alternative cultural modernization theories differ in their emphasis on the primary motors
driving human behavior, their expectations about the pace of change, and also their assumptions
about the ability of formal institutional rules to alter, rather than adapt to, deeply embedded and
habitual social norms and patterns of human behavior.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Immigration and Conflict in Europe Rafaela M.
Dancygier, 2010 Immigration and Conflict in Europe explains why we observe clashes between
immigrants and natives and between immigrants and state actors in some locations but not in
others; it presents a wealth of qualitative and quantitative materials on immigrant conflict in Great
Britain, Germany, and France from the postwar years until the beginning of the twenty-first
century--Provided by publisher

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Subversive Institutions Valerie Bunce,
1999-01-28 From 1989 to 1992, all of the socialist dictatorships in Europe (including the Soviet
Union) collapsed, as did the Soviet bloc. Yugoslavia, the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia
dismembered, and the Cold War international order came to an abrupt end. Based on a series of
controlled comparisons among regimes and states, Valerie Bunce argues in this book that two
factors account for these remarkable developments: the institutional design of socialism as a regime,
a state, and a bloc, and the rapid expansion during the 1980s of opportunities for domestic and
international change. When combined, institutions and opportunities explain not just when, how, and
why these regimes and states disintegrated, but also some of the most puzzling features of these
developments - why, for example, the collapse of socialism was largely peaceful and why Yugoslavia,
but not the Soviet Union or Czechoslovakia, disintegrated through war.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Comparative Perspectives on Social
Movements Doug McAdam, John D. McCarthy, Mayer N. Zald, 1996-01-26 Social movements such
as environmentalism, feminism, nationalism, and the anti-immigration movement are a prominent
feature of the modern world and have attracted increasing attention from scholars in many
countries. Comparative Perspectives on Social Movements, first published in 1996, brings together a
set of essays that focus upon mobilization structures and strategies, political opportunities, and
cultural framing and ideologies. The essays are comparative and include studies of the former Soviet
Union and eastern Europe, the United States, Italy, the Netherlands, and Germany. Their authors
are amongst the leaders in the development of social movement theory and the empirical study of
social movements.



cambridge studies in comparative politics: The American Political Economy Jacob S. Hacker,
Alexander Hertel-Fernandez, Paul Pierson, Kathleen Thelen, 2021-11-11 Drawing together leading
scholars, the book provides a revealing new map of the US political economy in cross-national
perspective.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Brokers, Voters, and Clientelism Susan C.
Stokes, Thad Dunning, Marcelo Nazareno, 2013-09-23 Brokers, Voters, and Clientelism studies
distributive politics: how parties and governments use material resources to win elections. The
authors develop a theory that explains why loyal supporters, rather than swing voters, tend to
benefit from pork-barrel politics; why poverty encourages clientelism and vote buying; and why
redistribution and voter participation do not justify non-programmatic distribution.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: Regions of War and Peace Douglas Lemke,
2002-01-21 In this contribution to the literature on the causes of war, Douglas Lemke asks whether
the same factors affect minor powers as affect major ones. He investigates whether power parity and
dissatisfaction with the status quo have an impact within Africa, the Far East, the Middle East and
South America. Lemke argues that there are similarities across these regions and levels of power,
and that parity and dissatisfaction are correlates of war around the world. The extent to which they
increase the risk of war varies across regions, however, and the book looks at the possible sources of
this cross-regional variation, concluding that differential progress toward development is the likely
cause. This book will interest students and scholars of international relations and peace studies, as
well as comparative politics and area studies.

cambridge studies in comparative politics: The Architecture of Government Daniel
Treisman, 2014-05-14 Since the days of Montesquieu and Jefferson, political decentralisation has
been seen as a force for better government and economic performance. This text examines the most
influential arguments about the consequences of political decentralisation.
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