animal style art history definition

Animal Style Art History Definition: Exploring the Origins and Characteristics of a Timeless Artistic
Tradition

animal style art history definition points to a fascinating and distinctive genre of visual
expression that has captivated historians, archaeologists, and art enthusiasts alike. Rooted in the
ancient past, animal style art refers to a decorative motif characterized primarily by stylized
representations of animals, often intertwined in complex, flowing patterns. This art form has been
prominent in various cultures, particularly among nomadic peoples of the Eurasian steppes, and
serves not only as an aesthetic expression but also as a cultural narrative embedded in metalwork,
textiles, and carvings.

Understanding what animal style art entails requires delving into its historical context, symbolic
significance, and artistic techniques. From the Scythians and Huns to the Vikings and early medieval
Europeans, this art style has evolved and influenced numerous artistic traditions across continents
and centuries. Let’s unpack the animal style art history definition by exploring its origins, key
characteristics, and the broader cultural impact it has had over time.

The Origins of Animal Style Art

Animal style art traces back to the early Iron Age, around the first millennium BCE, with
archaeological findings across the Eurasian steppes. Nomadic tribes such as the Scythians are
credited with pioneering this art form. Their mobility and interconnectedness across vast regions
facilitated the spread and adaptation of animal motifs.

Historical Context and Cultural Background

The nomadic peoples who created animal style art lived in societies deeply connected to nature and
the animal world. Animals were not just part of the environment; they held spiritual significance,
symbolizing power, protection, and the supernatural. This reverence for animals is vividly reflected in
the art, which often depicts creatures like deer, eagles, wolves, and mythical beasts in dynamic
poses.

As these communities migrated and traded, their art influenced and blended with that of neighboring
cultures, such as the Chinese, Persians, and later, the Germanic tribes. This cross-cultural exchange
helped animal style art to evolve and diversify, while retaining its core themes centered on animal
imagery.

Key Characteristics of Animal Style Art

To fully grasp the animal style art history definition, it's essential to recognize the unique stylistic
features that define it. These characteristics distinguish animal style art from other ancient art forms



and contribute to its enduring appeal.

Stylization and Abstraction

Unlike realistic portrayals, animal style art favors stylized and abstract depictions. Animals are often
represented with exaggerated features—elongated limbs, intricate patterns on bodies, and twisted,
intertwined forms. This abstraction serves multiple purposes: it enhances the visual complexity and
reflects symbolic meanings rather than literal appearances.

Interlacing and Symmetry

One of the most striking aspects of animal style art is the use of interlacing patterns, where animal
figures intertwine seamlessly with one another or with abstract motifs. This technique creates a sense
of movement and continuity, drawing the viewer’s eye across the entire composition.

Symmetry is commonly employed, lending balance and harmony to the designs. Whether on jewelry,
weaponry, or clothing, these patterns create a rhythmic and almost hypnotic visual effect.

Materials and Mediums

Animal style art was primarily manifested in portable objects, reflecting the nomadic lifestyle of its
creators. Common materials include:

¢ Gold and bronze—for intricate metalwork such as brooches, belt buckles, and horse harness
fittings.
e Bone and ivory—used for carving decorative items and tools.

e Textiles—embroidered or woven with animal motifs, often serving ceremonial or status-related
functions.

These materials allowed for detailed craftsmanship and durability, ensuring that the art could be both
admired and carried across great distances.

Symbolism and Meaning Behind Animal Style Art

Beyond its aesthetic allure, animal style art carries deep symbolic weight. Understanding this aspect
enriches the animal style art history definition by highlighting the cultural and spiritual importance of
the motifs.



Animals as Totems and Spiritual Guides

In many nomadic cultures, animals were viewed as totems or spirit guides representing qualities like
strength, cunning, or agility. For example, the stag often signified regeneration and fertility, while the
eagle symbolized power and divine connection. The depiction of these creatures in art was a way to
invoke their attributes or protection.

Mythical and Hybrid Creatures

Animal style art frequently features fantastical beings—hybrids combining multiple animals or
merging human and animal traits. These mythical creatures often embodied supernatural powers or
served as guardians against evil forces. Their presence in art reflected the rich mythologies and
cosmologies of the peoples who created them.

The Influence of Animal Style Art in Later Cultures

Animal style art did not remain confined to its original creators but continued to influence various
civilizations, particularly during the Early Middle Ages.

Migration Period and Viking Art

During the Migration Period (roughly 4th to 9th centuries CE), Germanic tribes such as the Goths,
Vandals, and later the Vikings adopted and adapted animal style motifs. Viking art, in particular, is
renowned for its intricate animal interlace patterns seen on wood carvings, weapons, and runestones.

These motifs were more than decorative; they embodied cultural identity and continuity, linking these
societies to their nomadic ancestors and shared symbolic language.

Medieval Manuscripts and Decorative Arts

Animal style influences persisted into medieval Europe, finding expression in illuminated manuscripts
and metalwork. The intricate animal patterns enhanced religious texts and objects, blending pagan
symbolism with Christian iconography, resulting in a rich tapestry of artistic heritage.

Tips for Identifying Animal Style Art

For enthusiasts eager to recognize animal style art in museums, historic sites, or collections, here are
a few pointers:



* Look for stylized animals: Exaggerated limbs, abstract shapes, and dynamic postures are
hallmarks.

* Notice interlacing patterns: Animals often appear intertwined or connected in continuous
loops.

* Check materials: Metalwork, especially gold and bronze artifacts, frequently showcase animal
style decoration.

¢ Context matters: Many pieces originate from nomadic or early medieval cultures associated
with the Eurasian steppes.

Understanding these clues can deepen appreciation for this ancient art form and its far-reaching
legacy.

Exploring the animal style art history definition reveals a rich tapestry of cultural exchange,
symbolism, and artistic innovation. It serves as a window into the lives and beliefs of ancient peoples
who found meaning and identity through the powerful imagery of animals woven into their everyday
objects and ceremonial treasures. This enduring artistic tradition continues to inspire modern artists
and historians, reminding us of the deep connections between humans and the natural world across
time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of animal style in art history?

Animal style in art history refers to an artistic tradition characterized by the depiction of animals,
often in highly stylized and abstract forms, commonly found in early medieval and ancient artworks.

Which cultures are most associated with animal style art?

Animal style art is most commonly associated with early medieval cultures such as the Scythians,
Huns, Goths, and Vikings, as well as some ancient Eurasian nomadic groups.

What are the key features of animal style art?

Key features include intricate interlacing patterns, stylized animals often shown in combat or
intertwined, abstract forms, and a focus on dynamic movement and symbolism.

During which historical period was animal style art most
prominent?

Animal style art was most prominent during the early medieval period, roughly from the 5th to the
11th centuries, especially in Northern Europe and Eurasian Steppe cultures.



How does animal style art differ from naturalistic animal
depictions?

Unlike naturalistic depictions that aim for realistic representation, animal style art emphasizes
stylization, abstraction, and symbolic use of animal forms rather than precise anatomical accuracy.

What materials were commonly used for animal style
artworks?

Animal style artworks were commonly created using metalwork (such as jewelry and weapons), wood
carving, stone carvings, and illuminated manuscripts.

Can you name a famous example of animal style art?

A famous example is the Sutton Hoo treasure from Anglo-Saxon England, which features intricate
animal style designs on helmets, shields, and other artifacts.

Why is animal style art significant in art history?

Animal style art is significant because it provides insight into the symbolic and cultural values of early
medieval and nomadic societies, illustrating their artistic innovation and intercultural connections.

Additional Resources
Animal Style Art History Definition: Exploring the Origins and Significance

animal style art history definition refers to a distinctive decorative motif characterized by stylized
animal forms and intricate interlacing patterns, prominent across various ancient Eurasian cultures.
This artistic expression, often found on metalwork, weaponry, jewelry, and ceremonial objects,
transcends mere aesthetics, offering valuable insights into the symbolic language, cultural
exchanges, and belief systems of nomadic and early settled societies. Understanding the animal style
art history definition requires delving into its origins, stylistic features, regional variations, and
enduring legacy within the broader panorama of art history.

Origins and Historical Context of Animal Style Art

The animal style art phenomenon emerged primarily among the nomadic and semi-nomadic peoples
of the Eurasian steppes during the early first millennium BCE, with its influence persisting well into
the early medieval period. The Scythians, Sarmatians, Huns, and other steppe cultures are often
credited with catalyzing this artistic tradition, which was subsequently adopted and adapted by
neighboring civilizations, including the Germanic tribes and early Slavic peoples.

This art form is distinguished by its emphasis on zoomorphic motifs—animal figures that are rendered
in abstract, geometric, or highly stylized forms. These motifs were not merely decorative; they
conveyed symbolic meanings related to spirituality, clan identity, protection, and power. The animal
style thus functioned as a visual language embedded within the cultural fabric of these societies.



Defining Characteristics and Artistic Features

Animal style art is best known for several defining features:

e Zoomorphic motifs: Animals such as deer, boars, eagles, wolves, and mythical creatures
frequently appear, often intertwined in complex compositions.

¢ Interlacing patterns: The figures are commonly arranged in symmetrical, repetitive, or
interwoven designs, creating dynamic visual effects.

» Abstract stylization: Naturalistic representation is eschewed in favor of stylization that
emphasizes certain anatomical features—elongated limbs, exaggerated claws, or spiraling
horns.

e Metalwork prominence: Many surviving examples are crafted in gold, bronze, or iron,
showcasing the technical skill of artisans in engraving, casting, and repoussé techniques.

Regional Variations and Cultural Significance

While the animal style shares a unifying aesthetic, its manifestations vary across regions and time
periods:

1. Scythian Animal Style: Often regarded as the archetype, Scythian art (7th-3rd century BCE)
features dynamic depictions of beasts in combat or motion, emphasizing vitality and
aggression.

2. Celtic Adaptations: Celtic tribes incorporated animal style elements into their metalwork and
carvings, blending local motifs with steppe influences to create unique hybrid styles.

3. Germanic and Migration Period Art: In the early Middle Ages, Germanic peoples adapted
animal style motifs, as seen in the intricate designs on weapons and jewelry from the Migration
Period (4th-7th centuries CE).

4. Asian Steppe Variants: Similar animal style traditions appear among Central Asian nomads,
including the Xiongnu and later Turkic groups, suggesting widespread cultural interaction.

These variations reflect not only artistic preferences but also shifting social structures, religious
beliefs, and intercultural exchanges. The prominence of predatory animals and mythical beasts in
these designs often symbolizes protection, warrior ethos, and cosmological concepts.



Animal Style Art in Archaeology and Art History

Archaeological excavations have been crucial in reconstructing the history and meaning of animal
style art. The discovery of burial mounds (kurgans) in the Eurasian steppes, laden with richly
decorated artifacts, has provided tangible evidence of the art’s social and ritual functions. For
example, the Pazyryk carpets and gold appliqués from Siberian tombs reveal highly sophisticated
animal style compositions, underscoring the artistry and symbolic depth of these communities.

Art historians analyze animal style art not only for its aesthetic qualities but also as a window into the
identity and worldview of ancient peoples. Its recurring motifs and motifs’ transformations over time
help trace migration patterns and cultural contacts across vast regions. Furthermore, the persistence
of animal style elements in medieval European art indicates its lasting influence well beyond its
original context.

Comparative Perspectives: Animal Style vs. Other Ancient Art
Forms

Contrasting animal style art with contemporaneous artistic traditions highlights its uniqueness:

¢ Versus Classical Naturalism: Unlike Greek and Roman art, which prioritized naturalistic
human and animal forms, animal style art embraced abstraction and symbolic representation.

e Versus Oriental Art: While Chinese and Indian art often utilized animals in religious
iconography, their stylistic approaches favored narrative and spiritual symbolism distinct from
the interlaced, repetitive patterns of animal style art.

* Versus Viking Art: Later Viking art shares similarities with early animal style motifs, such as
interlacing and zoomorphic designs, suggesting cultural diffusion or parallel evolution.

These comparative insights enrich our understanding of animal style art history definition as a
complex, multifaceted tradition that resisted homogenization and adapted to diverse cultural milieus.

The Legacy and Modern Relevance of Animal Style Art

Today, animal style art continues to captivate scholars, artists, and enthusiasts. Its distinctive motifs
inspire contemporary jewelry design, tattoo art, and graphic design, reflecting a revived appreciation
for ancient symbolic languages. Museums and cultural institutions frequently exhibit collections of
animal style artifacts, emphasizing their historical significance and aesthetic appeal.

Moreover, ongoing research employing advanced technologies such as 3D imaging and material
analysis sheds new light on the production techniques and cultural contexts of animal style artworks.
These developments underscore the importance of animal style as a dynamic field within art history
and archaeology.



In tracing the evolution of animal style art, one witnesses a compelling narrative of human creativity,
cultural interaction, and symbolic communication. This art form, rooted in the natural world yet
transcending literal representation, offers a profound testament to the ingenuity of ancient societies
and their enduring influence on the visual culture of the present.

Animal Style Art History Definition

animal style art history definition: A World History of Art Hugh Honour, John Fleming, 2005
Over two decades this art historical tour de force has consistently proved the classic introduction to
humanity's artistic heritage. From our paleolithic past to our digitised present, every continent and
culture is covered in an articulate and well-balanced discussion. In this Seventh Edition, the text has
been revised to embrace developments in archaeology and art historical research, while the
renowned contemporary art historian Michael Archer has greatly expanded the discussion of the
past twenty years, providing a new perspective on the latest developments. The insight, elegance
and fluency that the authors bring to their text are complemented by 1458 superb illustrations, half
of which are now in colour. These images, together with the numerous maps and architectural plans,
have been chosen to represent the most significant chronological, regional and individual styles of
artistic expression.

animal style art history definition: A General Theory of Visual Culture Whitney Davis,
2022-06-14 What is cultural about vision--or visual about culture? In this ambitious book, Whitney
Davis provides new answers to these difficult and important questions by presenting an original
framework for understanding visual culture. Grounded in the theoretical traditions of art history, A
General Theory of Visual Culture argues that, in a fully consolidated visual culture, artifacts and
pictures have been made to be seen in a certain way; what Davis calls visuality is the visual
perspective from which certain culturally constituted aspects of artifacts and pictures are visible to
informed viewers. In this book, Davis provides a systematic analysis of visuality and describes how it
comes into being as a historical form of vision. Expansive in scope, A General Theory of Visual
Culture draws on art history, aesthetics, the psychology of perception, the philosophy of reference,
and vision science, as well as visual-cultural studies in history, sociology, and anthropology. It
provides penetrating new definitions of form, style, and iconography, and draws important and
sometimes surprising conclusions (for example, that vision does not always attain to visual culture,
and that visual culture is not always wholly visible). The book uses examples from a variety of
cultural traditions, from prehistory to the twentieth century, to support a theory designed to apply to
all human traditions of making artifacts and pictures--that is, to visual culture as a worldwide
phenomenon.

animal style art history definition: The Handy Art History Answer Book Madelynn
Dickerson, 2013-06-01 The Art of Discovery. The Discovery of Art. The History of Art! Warhol,
Michelangelo, and da Vinci. Picasso, Monet, and Rembrandt, Ai WeiWei and Jenny Holzer. What
were they thinking when they created their masterworks? While we can't always know an artist's
exact thoughts, The Handy Art History Answer Book examines their benefactors, their wealth or
poverty, their passions, the politics, and the world events that inspired and influenced them. Explore
their techniques and materials, the forms, colors and styles, the movements and schools of thoughts,
and discover the varied forms and nature of artistic expression. Tracing art history from cave
paintings to contemporary installations, along with Romanticism, Impressionism and the numerous
“isms” in-between, The Handy Art History Answer Book guides you through the major art
movements, artists, and important art pieces from 35,000 B.C.E. to today. This fascinating book
provides an overview of art from its history and basic principles to its evolution, philosophy, and the
masters who created groundbreaking works that changed its course forever. Accessible and
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entertaining, this captivating book answers over 600 questions, such as ... What is beauty? What
tools did Paleolithic artists use? Why do Egyptian figures have two left feet? What is the difference
between weaving and tapestry? What happened to the Venus de Milo's arms? Why is Emperor
Comoodus dressed as Hercules? What are the Classical Greek Orders of Architecture? What do the
Yoruba consider beautiful? What was the first Gothic cathedral? How was single-point perspective
invented? What makes the Mona Lisa such a great work of art? What is the difference between Art
Nouveau and Art Deco? What is a Zen garden? Why wasn’t photography considered art in the 19th
century? How did Cezanne “astonish Paris with apples”? Why did Jackson Pollock splatter paint all
over his canvases? Why do Jeff Koons’ balloon animals sell for millions of dollars? Who is Ai Weiwei?
The Handy Art History Answer Book covers not only paintings, but every medium imaginable,
including sculpture, architecture, pottery, photography, installation art, and even video games. The
concise and clearly written text is enhanced by nearly 150 color images illustrating artistic concepts
and highlighting important and memorable artworks. Its helpful bibliography and extensive index
add to its usefulness.

animal style art history definition: A History of China Wolfram Eberhard, 2013-09-13 First
published in 1950. This re-issues the fourth edition of 1977. This is a social history of China,
presenting the main lines of development of the Chinese social structure from the earliest times to
the present day. The book discusses the origins of the present regime and developments in China in
the last years, and political, social and cultural changes are all analyzed. The text is based upon the
study of original Chinese sources and also the work of Chinese, Japanese and Western scholars.

animal style art history definition: The Graeco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek World Rachel
Mairs, 2020-11-29 This volume provides a thorough conspectus of the field of Graeco-Bactrian and
Indo-Greek studies, mixing theoretical and historical surveys with critical and thought-provoking
case studies in archaeology, history, literature and art. The chapters from this international group of
experts showcase innovative methodologies, such as archaeological GIS, as well as providing
accessible explanations of specialist techniques such as die studies of coins, and important
theoretical perspectives, including postcolonial approaches to the Greeks in India. Chapters cover
the region’s archaeology, written and numismatic sources, and a history of scholarship of the
subject, as well as culture, identity and interactions with neighbouring empires, including India and
China. The Graeco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek World is the go-to reference work on the field, and
fulfils a serious need for an accessible, but also thorough and critically-informed, volume on the
Graeco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek kingdoms. It provides an invaluable resource for anyone interested
in the Hellenistic East. The Introduction and Chapter 17 of this book is freely available as a
downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license

animal style art history definition: Ancient China and Its Enemies Nicola Di Cosmo, 2002
Relations between Inner Asian nomads and Chinese are a continuous theme throughout Chinese
history. By investigating the formation of nomadic cultures, by analyzing the evolution of patterns of
interaction along China's frontiers, and by exploring how this interaction was recorded in
historiography, this looks at the origins of the cultural and political tensions between these two
civilizations through the first millennium BC. The main purpose of the book is to analyze ethnic,
cultural, and political frontiers between nomads and Chinese in the historical contexts that led to
their formation, and to look at cultural perceptions of 'others' as a function of the same historical
process. Based on both archaeological and textual sources, this 2002 book also introduces a new
methodological approach to Chinese frontier history, which combines extensive factual data with a
careful scrutiny of the motives, methods, and general conception of history that informed the
Chinese historian Ssu-ma Ch'ien.

animal style art history definition: Fantastic Fauna from China to Crimea Petya
Andreeva, 2024-03-05 Numerous Iron-Age nomadic alliances flourished along the 5000-mile
Eurasian steppe route. From Crimea to the Mongolian grassland, nomadic image-making was rooted
in metonymically conveyed zoomorphic designs, creating an alternative ecological reality. The



nomadic elite nucleus embraced this elaborate image system to construct collective memory in
reluctant, diverse political alliances organised around shared geopolitical goals rather than ethnic
ties. Largely known by the term e;animal stylee;, this zoomorphic visual rhetoric became so
ubiquitous across the Eurasian steppe network that it transcended border regions and reached the
heartland of sedentary empires like China and Persia. This book shows how a shared fluency in
animal-style design became a status-defining symbol and a bonding agent in opportunistic nomadic
alliances, and was later adopted by their sedentary neighbours to showcase worldliness and control
over the e;Othere;. In this study of enormous geographical scope, the author raises broader
questions about the place of nomadic societies in the art-historical canon.

animal style art history definition: The Styles of European Art Ursula Hatje, 1965 General
editor: Ursula Hatje.

animal style art history definition: A History of Greek Art Mark D. Stansbury-O'Donnell,
2015-01-27 Offering a unique blend of thematic and chronological investigation, this highly
illustrated, engaging text explores the rich historical, cultural, and social contexts of 3,000 years of
Greek art, from the Bronze Age through the Hellenistic period. Uniquely intersperses chapters
devoted to major periods of Greek art from the Bronze Age through the Hellenistic period, with
chapters containing discussions of important contextual themes across all of the periods Contextual
chapters illustrate how a range of factors, such as the urban environment, gender, markets, and
cross-cultural contact, influenced the development of art Chronological chapters survey the
appearance and development of key artistic genres and explore how artifacts and architecture of the
time reflect these styles Offers a variety of engaging and informative pedagogical features to help
students navigate the subject, such as timelines, theme-based textboxes, key terms defined in
margins, and further readings. Information is presented clearly and contextualized so that it is
accessible to students regardless of their prior level of knowledge A book companion website is
available at www.wiley.gom/go/greekart with the following resources: PowerPoint slides, glossary,
and timeline

animal style art history definition: The Art of Art History Donald Preziosi, 1998 What is art
history? Why, how and where did it originate, and how have its aims and methods changed over
time? The history of art has been written and rewritten since classical antiquity. Since the
foundation of the modern discipline of art history in Germany in the late eighteenth century,debates
about art and its histories have intensified. Historians, philosophers, psychologists and
anthropologists among others have changed our notions of what art history has been, is, and might
be. This anthology is a guide to understanding art history through a critical reading of the field"s
most innovative and influential texts over the past two centuries. Each section focuses on a key
issue: aesthetics, style, history as an art, iconography and semiology, gender, modernity and
postmodernity, deconstruction and museology. More than thirty readings from writers as diverse as
Winckelmann, Kant, Gombrich, Warburg, Panofsky, Heidegger, Lisa Tickner,Meyer Schapiro,
Jacques Derrida, Mary Kelly, Michel Foucault, Rosalind Krauss, Louis Marin, Margaret Iversen and
Nestor Canclini are brought together, and Donald Preziosi's introductions to each topic provide
background information, bibliographies, and critical elucidations of the issues at stake.His own
concluding essay is an important and original contribution to scholarship in the field. From the
pre-publication reviews: '""Until now, anthologies about the history of art have tended to be worthy
yet inert, plotting a linear evolution from the great precursors (Vasari, Winckelmann) to the
founding fathers of the modern discipline (Wolfflin, Riegl, Panofsky) to the achievements and
refinements of today''s scholarship.The texts that Donald Preziosi has brought together provide
something far more challenging: the juxtapositions and alignments between individual essays point
the reader towards unresolved problems, ongoing debates, and paths not takenor not taken yet. In
place of the consoling tale of intellectualprogress, the collection defamiliarizes the whole field, and
opens up a space for radical reflection on its basic procedures and assumptions. Definitely the best
introduction to art history currently available." Professor Norman Bryson, Harvard University
"Donald Preziosi has prepared an anthologyfrom the Greek, a collection of flowersof art history. His




bouquet contains representatives from the discipline''s two-hundred year history, arranged in
standard and innovative methodological categories. Within each, the readings selected
providestimulating congruencies and contradictions that will inspire productive debate and
contemplation. But what makes this anthology more than an arresting assemblage is the author''s
critical stance toward what he has wrought. His introduction and concluding chapter write around
and under the subjectspresented, emphasizing the "art" of art history, its kinship with modernity''s
post-Enlightenment project, and its collaboration with the rise of nationalism. Thus the discipline''s
past is probed and questioned and made relevant for its present and future. The whole thereby
addresses, withouthealing or concealing, the disciplinary ruptures of modernism. The book might
also have explored further nature of art history's history within the emergent discourse of
post-colonialism and the globalization of culture Yet the many new perspectives it does offer help to
re-present the discipline for its readers, students, teachers, and curators, for other areas of
humanistic inquiry, which are being subject to similar critiques, and for artists and the larger art
community, for whom history, narrative, and anaccounting of art's past have once again become
vital issues' Professor Robert S. Nelson, Professor of Art History and Chair, Committee for the
History of Culture, University of Chicago '"Rather than focusing on its Vasarian moment or on the
later academic institutionalization of art history in the 19th and 20th centuries, Donald Preziosi, in
The Art of Art History, constructs a reading of this hegemonic and reductive practice of making "the
visible legible" as one that isinextricably tied to the museographic paradigm of late 18th and early
19th centuries. This shift, he sees as equivalent in importance to the brought by the "invention" of
perspective. But the author goes further than to underline the implication of art history with the
premises of modernity, hemakes a strong case, in a vivid and inspiring prose, for a tighter equation
between art history and modernity: an equation grounded in his insightful considerations (and
meteoric formulations) of the epistemological setting, rhetorical operations political (colonialist)
aims and schizophrenic yetall-invasive aestheticization of knowledge that, in the last two centuries,
have fashioned what we will no longer dare to call the discipline of art history. The result is a
flamboyant book that offers anything but a celebratory reading of art history. It does not constitute
an articulation of canonical texts or an up-to-date menu of art historical currents, methods, or
trends. Yet it manages to avoid none of these dimensions. Art history is notenvisages as the learned
discourse of modernity on a specific class of objects nor is it reduced to a genealogy of outstanding
artist-subjects and their volatile constellations of contemporary subjects-readers. It becomes a
practice wherein objects and subjects relate and relations oftencrystallize, under the unrecognized
aegis of the fetish, this Other of art, since Preziosi concisely defines art as "the anti-fetish fetish".
Far from the fantastic neutrality that is traditionally found in the format of such an historiographic
endeavour, Preziosi frames his selection of text andthreads through them with an array of different
strategic voices, superimposed (to stress a spatial figure he is keen to discern) in order to elaborate
a strong polemic position that situates art history as an enduring and well disguised fictional genre.
In the process, the author courageouslytakes on the paradox that is at the core of his project: to
introduce students to the coming out o art history... as art, one that is not necessarily meant to be
our coming out of it but that certainly well establishes our motives to continue to shake its grounds
and its multi-storied apparatus." Professor Johanne Lamoureux, University of Montreal.

animal style art history definition: A Degree in a Book: Art History John Finlay,
2023-01-17 Spanning from the classical sculpture of Ancient Rome to contemporary performance
art, this vibrantly illustrated guide provides a rich overview of art history, covering many topics
explored in a history of art degree. Learn to distinguish Impressionism from Post-Impressionism,
analyze a painting's brush strokes and discover the influences of Pablo Picasso. Written by expert art
historian John Finlay, A Degree in a Book: Art History is presented in an attractive landscape format
in full-color, featuring iconic works of art through the ages. With timelines, feature spreads and
information boxes, readers will quickly get to grips with the fundamentals of art and its fascinating
evolution across history. ABOUT THE SERIES: Get the knowledge of a degree for the price of a book
in Arcturus Publishing's A Degree in a Book series. Featuring handy timelines, information boxes,



feature spreads and margin annotations, these illustrated books are perfect for anyone wishing to
master seemingly complex subject with ease and enjoyment.

animal style art history definition: Entangled Art Histories in Ukraine Stefaniia Demchuk,
Illia Levchenko, 2024-11-29 This book explores ideologies, conflicts and ideas that underpinned art
historical writing in Ukraine in the 20th century. Disciplinary beginnings testify both to its deep
connection to Krakow, Saint Petersburg and especially Vienna with its school of art history and
originality of theoretical thought. Art history started as another imperial project in Ukraine, but
ultimately transformed into the means of assertion of national identity. The volume looks closely at
the continuity and ruptures in scholarship caused by the establishment of Soviet power and
challenges a number of existing stereotypes like total isolation under Communist rule and strict
adherence to a Marxist-Leninist methodology. It showcases intellectual exchanges through
published work, personal contacts and ways to resist the politically enforced methodology. Despite
keeping the focus on one country, it contributes to understanding the development of art history as
an academic discipline in Europe more generally. It also uncovers unknown or little-researched
personal and academic connections between art historians from Ukraine and their peers abroad.
Starting with the 19th-century quest for the method and proceeding by disentangling the
complexities of the 20th century, the authors move on to the specifics of historiography after the
formal collapse of the USSR. The volume transgresses purely academic boundaries and tackles the
development of the discourse in periodicals, exhibition spaces and public discussions. Thus, the
findings will be pertinent to all interested in politics, art history, museum studies, intellectual
history, historiography and Eastern European studies.

animal style art history definition: The Animal Substitute Marjolein Efting Dijkstra, 2010
Presents an interdisciplinary study that combines art history, ethnology and sociology to examine
the ways in which such animal substitutes as North American duck decoys and other utilitarian
objects from a variety of cultures have influenced modern and contemporary art practices.

animal style art history definition: The Great Bronze Age of China Metropolitan Museum of
Art (New York, N.Y.), Robert W. Bagley, Jenny F. So, Maxwell K. Hearn, 1980 Describes the Chinese
Bronze Age, including the development of the Chinese state, writing, religion and architecture.

animal style art history definition: RILA, International repertory of the literature of art , 1978

animal style art history definition: Iranians & Greeks in South Russia Michael Ivanovitch
Rostovtzeff, 1922

animal style art history definition: Bio-Art Julio Velasco, Klaus Weber, 2024-09-03 In the
face of climate change, the destruction of biodiversity or genetic experimentation, Bio Art appears as
a form that is most directly grappling with the problems of the »Anthropocene«. It develops many
different approaches and explores a variety of mediums, often related to scientific research, creating
art that uses plants, insects, mammals, bacteria, bird songs, forest sounds, or genetic modification.
Bio Art's uniqueness comes from incorporating, rather than just representing the living in a diverse
range of artworks. In discussing such works from various world regions and time periods, the
contributors address the divide between human and non-human animals, between »culture« and
»nature«.

animal style art history definition: Russian Identities Nicholas V. Riasanovsky, 2005-09-29
This book investigates the question of Russian identity, looking at changes and continues over a
huge territory, many centuries, and a variety of political, social, and economic structures. Its main
emphases are on the struggle against the steppe peoples, Orthodox Christianity, autocratic
monarchy, and Westernization.

animal style art history definition: The Supreme Gods of the Bosporan Kingdom Yulia
Ustinova, 2015-08-27 This is the first systematic study of the cults of the Bosporan Kingdom, which
existed in South Russia in the first centuries AD. The research is based on a variety of sources:
archaeological evidence and inscriptions, largely unknown to the non-Russian readers, as well as
historical and literary texts. The religion of the Bosporus is viewed in this monograph as a blend of
Greek and indigenous Iranian traditions. Its first part is dedicated to the cult of Celestial Aphrodite.




The second part examines the controversial cult of the Most High God and its alledged Jewish
affinities. The book, illustrated with thirty figures, is an important contribution to the understanding
of the religious life in Greek colonies, and the history of Eastern Mediterranean in Late Antiquity.

animal style art history definition: Cultural Interaction Between East and West Ulf
Fransson, Ingmar Jansson, 2007
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