
and the earth did not devour him

**And the Earth Did Not Devour Him: Exploring a Tale of Survival and
Resilience**

and the earth did not devour him—this phrase carries a powerful imagery that
immediately sparks curiosity. It evokes a sense of endurance against
overwhelming odds, a story where despite the harshness of nature or fate, a
person withstands and survives. This expression is not only poetic but also
deeply symbolic, often found in literature, cultural narratives, and even
everyday conversations to illustrate resilience. But what does it truly mean
when we say "and the earth did not devour him"? Let’s delve into the layers
of meaning behind this phrase, uncover its origins, and explore how it
resonates in different aspects of life and storytelling.

The Origin and Meaning Behind “And the Earth
Did Not Devour Him”

The phrase "and the earth did not devour him" is famously associated with the
novel *Pedro Páramo* by Mexican writer Juan Rulfo. In this seminal work of
Latin American literature, it symbolizes survival beyond death, memory, and
the persistence of spirit. The phrase paints a vivid picture of a man who,
despite being swallowed by the earth—often a metaphor for death or
oblivion—remains untouched or unconsumed.

In a broader sense, this expression can be interpreted as a testament to
human endurance. It suggests that although one might face figurative or
literal “burial” by life’s challenges, they refuse to be erased or forgotten.
The earth, often representing natural forces or fate, fails to claim the
person entirely.

Symbolism in Literature and Culture

Across cultures, the earth has been a symbol of both life and death. It is
where seeds are sown and buried, where bodies return after death, and where
history is layered beneath our feet. Saying "and the earth did not devour
him" juxtaposes this natural cycle, implying an interruption or defiance of
the expected order.

In literature, such symbolism is powerful because it evokes themes of
survival, legacy, and the undying human spirit. It’s a poetic way of saying
that despite hardships, struggles, or even death, some part of us
endures—whether it’s our story, our impact, or our memory.

Resilience in the Face of Adversity: Lessons
from the Phrase

One of the most profound lessons we can draw from “and the earth did not
devour him” is the idea of resilience. Life often throws challenges that can



feel overwhelming, much like being swallowed by the earth itself. Yet, the
human spirit has a remarkable ability to withstand and grow through
adversity.

Understanding Resilience

Resilience is not just about bouncing back; it’s about adapting, learning,
and sometimes transforming after hardship. This phrase encourages us to look
beyond the immediate struggle and recognize the potential for survival and
growth. In psychological terms, resilience involves:

- Emotional strength to face difficulties
- Mental flexibility to adapt to new situations
- Social support systems that foster recovery
- A sense of purpose or meaning that drives perseverance

By reflecting on “and the earth did not devour him,” we can better appreciate
the deeper layers of resilience that help individuals survive even the most
daunting circumstances.

Applying the Concept in Everyday Life

Everyone faces moments when circumstances threaten to "devour" them—be it
loss, failure, or trauma. Embracing the spirit of this phrase can inspire us
to:

- Hold on to hope during tough times
- Seek help from others instead of isolating
- Reflect on past victories to fuel future efforts
- Build habits that reinforce mental and emotional well-being

This mindset doesn’t guarantee a life free from hardship, but it fosters a
refusal to be consumed by them.

The Cultural Impact and Modern Usage

Beyond literature, “and the earth did not devour him” has permeated cultural
discussions, art, and even motivational contexts. It resonates with anyone
who has faced near-defeat but emerged intact.

In Art and Storytelling

Artists and storytellers often use this phrase or its concept to explore
themes of survival and memory. It appears in poetry, music, and visual arts
as a metaphor for triumph over despair. For example:

- Visual art might depict figures rising from cracked earth or barren
landscapes.
- Musicians might weave the phrase into lyrics about overcoming personal
darkness.
- Poets use it to express the tension between mortality and immortality



through memory.

This versatility shows how deeply the phrase connects with universal human
experiences.

In Popular Culture and Motivation

In motivational speeches or self-help literature, the phrase can be adapted
to encourage perseverance. It serves as a reminder that no matter how deep
the “earth” seems to pull us down—whether that’s failure, grief, or
hardship—we can resist being consumed.

It’s this universal appeal that makes the phrase powerful as both a literary
device and a life philosophy.

Exploring Related Themes: Survival, Memory, and
Legacy

The phrase naturally leads us to think about survival in a broader sense—not
just physical survival but survival of identity, memory, and legacy.

Survival Beyond the Physical

“And the earth did not devour him” suggests a survival that transcends the
physical body. In many cultures, there’s a belief that a person’s essence or
spirit lives on after death, whether through stories, descendants, or
spiritual presence.

This idea encourages us to think about what we leave behind:

- The impact on those around us
- The stories that preserve our memory
- Cultural or familial legacies that continue our influence

The Role of Memory

Memory serves as a form of defiance against being "devoured." When others
remember us, we live on in their minds and hearts. This is why oral
histories, literature, and art are so vital—they help prevent individuals and
cultures from being forgotten.

In this way, the phrase is a poetic nod to the power of remembrance. It
reminds us that even if physically gone, one can remain alive through the
memories held by others.

How This Phrase Inspires Personal Growth



If you take “and the earth did not devour him” as a mantra, it can encourage
personal growth by emphasizing endurance and self-belief.

Embracing Challenges as Growth Opportunities

Life’s difficulties can feel like the earth closing in, but adopting this
mindset invites us to see challenges as opportunities to become stronger and
wiser. Growth often comes from struggle, and surviving the "earth’s
devouring" builds character.

Building a Legacy of Strength

Whether in small daily actions or in larger life decisions, living with the
awareness that you can withstand adversity helps cultivate resilience. It
also encourages us to contribute positively to others’ lives, ensuring that
our legacy is one of strength and hope.

---

The phrase “and the earth did not devour him” carries a timeless and
universal message. It reminds us that despite the forces that seek to
overwhelm us—be they fate, circumstance, or even death—there is room for
survival, resistance, and enduring meaning. The earth, symbolizing the
ultimate challenge, may try to claim us, but it does not have the final word.
This powerful idea continues to inspire literature, culture, and personal
journeys across the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'And the Earth Did Not
Devour Him'?

'And the Earth Did Not Devour Him' explores themes of cultural identity,
social injustice, and the struggles of Mexican-American migrant workers in
the United States.

Who is the author of 'And the Earth Did Not Devour
Him'?

The author of 'And the Earth Did Not Devour Him' is Tomás Rivera.

What narrative style is used in 'And the Earth Did
Not Devour Him'?

The book uses a fragmented, vignette-style narrative that blends poetry and
prose to convey the experiences of its characters.



Why is 'And the Earth Did Not Devour Him' considered
an important work in Chicano literature?

It is considered important because it provides a powerful, authentic
portrayal of the hardships faced by Mexican-American communities,
highlighting social and economic issues often overlooked in mainstream
literature.

When was 'And the Earth Did Not Devour Him' first
published?

'And the Earth Did Not Devour Him' was first published in 1971.

What is the significance of the title 'And the Earth
Did Not Devour Him'?

The title symbolizes resilience and survival, suggesting that despite
hardships and oppression, the protagonist and his community endure and are
not consumed by their struggles.

How does 'And the Earth Did Not Devour Him' address
the issue of language and cultural barriers?

The book highlights the challenges faced by Mexican-American migrant workers,
including language barriers and cultural alienation, illustrating the impact
on identity and social integration.

What role do family and community play in 'And the
Earth Did Not Devour Him'?

Family and community are central to the narrative, depicting sources of
support, cultural preservation, and collective resilience amid adversity.

How has 'And the Earth Did Not Devour Him' influenced
modern literature and education?

The book has influenced modern literature by bringing Chicano experiences to
a wider audience and is frequently included in educational curricula to
promote multicultural understanding and social justice awareness.

Additional Resources
**And the Earth Did Not Devour Him: An In-Depth Exploration of Tomás Rivera’s
Literary Masterpiece**

and the earth did not devour him stands as a profound statement and the title
of Tomás Rivera’s seminal work, a collection of interconnected short stories
that vividly portrays the struggles, hopes, and resilience of Mexican-
American migrant farmworkers. Since its publication in 1971, *...y no se lo
tragó la tierra* (translated as *and the earth did not devour him*) has
become a cornerstone of Chicano literature, offering a poignant reflection on
identity, oppression, and survival in the harsh realities of migrant life.



This article delves into the significance of Rivera’s work, analyzing its
thematic depth, narrative style, and cultural impact. It also examines how
the title phrase encapsulates the spirit of endurance that runs through the
text, exploring its relevance in contemporary discussions on labor rights and
ethnic identity. By integrating critical perspectives and contextual data,
this review seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of why *and the
earth did not devour him* remains an essential text in American and Latino
literary canons.

Thematic Depth and Cultural Resonance

At the heart of *and the earth did not devour him* lies a compelling
exploration of survival against systemic adversity. The title itself is a
metaphorical assertion — despite the overwhelming hardships faced by migrant
workers, including exploitation, marginalization, and poverty, they remain
unconsumed by the very land they toil upon. This notion of perseverance
embodies the collective experience of Mexican-American communities during the
mid-20th century, a period marked by intense socio-economic challenges.

Rivera’s stories present a mosaic of voices, each contributing to a larger
narrative about displacement, identity, and hope. Themes such as family unity
amidst hardship, the dehumanizing effects of labor exploitation, and cultural
displacement permeate the text. The earth, often depicted as both a source of
sustenance and a symbol of hardship, becomes a complex character — it is
nurturing yet unforgiving, representing the duality of the migrant
experience.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Rivera employs a distinctive narrative style that blends poetic language with
stark realism. His use of first-person narration in many stories creates an
intimate connection between the reader and the characters, fostering empathy
and a deeper understanding of their struggles. The fragmented structure of
the narrative mirrors the fractured lives of the migrant workers, reflecting
themes of dislocation and fragmented identity.

Moreover, Rivera’s integration of Spanish phrases and cultural references
enriches the text, grounding it firmly in the Chicano experience. This
bilingual approach not only authenticates the voice of the characters but
also challenges mainstream literary norms of the time, asserting the
legitimacy and richness of Latino culture in American literature.

Historical Context and Social Impact

Understanding *and the earth did not devour him* requires situating it within
the socio-political context of the 1960s and 1970s. The Chicano Movement was
gaining momentum, advocating for civil rights, labor reforms, and cultural
pride among Mexican-Americans. Rivera’s work, published during this era,
serves as both a literary and political statement, shedding light on the
invisible labor force that powered much of America’s agricultural economy.

According to data from the United States Department of Labor, migrant



farmworkers have historically faced some of the lowest wages and poorest
working conditions in the country. Rivera’s stories humanize these
statistics, putting faces and voices to the often-overlooked figures behind
agricultural production. His portrayal aligns with the calls for justice and
reform championed by activists like César Chávez and Dolores Huerta.

Comparison with Contemporary Works

When compared to other contemporary works that address similar themes, such
as John Steinbeck’s *The Grapes of Wrath*, Rivera’s *and the earth did not
devour him* offers a uniquely Chicano perspective. While Steinbeck’s novel
focuses on the struggles of Dust Bowl migrants primarily from a broader
American viewpoint, Rivera centers the lived experiences of Mexican-American
workers, emphasizing cultural identity and linguistic heritage.

This distinction is crucial for understanding the diversity within migrant
narratives and the importance of representation. Rivera’s work paved the way
for subsequent Chicano writers, influencing authors like Sandra Cisneros and
Rudolfo Anaya, who continue to explore themes of cultural hybridity and
resilience.

Relevance in Today’s Socioeconomic Landscape

The themes explored in *and the earth did not devour him* continue to
resonate in contemporary discussions about migrant labor, immigration
policies, and racial equity. Migrant farmworkers remain a vital yet
vulnerable segment of the workforce, often facing precarious employment and
limited access to healthcare and legal protections.

Recent studies highlight ongoing disparities. For instance, the National
Center for Farmworker Health reports that migrant workers are
disproportionately affected by occupational hazards and have higher rates of
poverty compared to the general population. Rivera’s narrative, though set
decades ago, echoes these persistent challenges, underscoring the urgency of
addressing systemic inequities.

Integrating *and the earth did not devour him* into educational curricula can
foster greater awareness and empathy among new generations, promoting
informed dialogue about labor rights and cultural diversity.

Key Features and Literary Elements

Interconnected Stories: The book’s structure as linked stories allows
for multiple perspectives, creating a rich tapestry of migrant life.

Symbolism: The earth symbolizes both oppression and sustenance,
reflecting the complex relationship between the workers and their
environment.

Bilingualism: The seamless incorporation of Spanish and English captures
the bicultural identity of the characters.



Poetic Language: Rivera’s lyrical prose elevates the narrative,
balancing harsh realities with moments of beauty and hope.

Challenges and Criticisms

While *and the earth did not devour him* is widely celebrated, some critics
point out that its fragmented narrative can be challenging for readers
unfamiliar with Chicano culture or the historical context of migrant labor.
The use of bilingual text, while authentic, may also pose accessibility
issues for monolingual audiences.

Furthermore, the portrayal of suffering, though necessary for authenticity,
occasionally risks reinforcing stereotypes about Mexican-American communities
if not contextualized appropriately. These critiques highlight the importance
of critical engagement and educational framing when approaching Rivera’s
work.

The balance between artistic expression and political messaging in *and the
earth did not devour him* also invites discussion about the role of
literature in activism. Rivera’s work exemplifies how storytelling can serve
as a form of resistance and documentation, but it also challenges readers to
confront uncomfortable truths about social injustice.

---

Through its evocative narrative and powerful themes, *and the earth did not
devour him* continues to inspire readers and scholars alike. Tomás Rivera’s
portrayal of resilience amid adversity not only preserves the voices of
migrant workers but also invites ongoing reflection on issues of identity,
labor, and cultural survival. As society grapples with questions of equity
and inclusion, Rivera’s work remains a vital touchstone, reminding us that
even in the face of overwhelming hardship, the human spirit endures—and the
earth does not devour him.

And The Earth Did Not Devour Him

  and the earth did not devour him: …y no se lo tragó la tierra / …And the Earth Did Not
Devour Him Tomás Rivera, 2015-09-30 “I tell you, God could care less about the poor. Tell me, why
must we live here like this? What have we done to deserve this? You’re so good and yet you suffer so
much,” a young boy tells his mother in Tomás Rivera’s classic novel about the migrant worker
experience. Outside the chicken coop that is their home, his father wails in pain from the unbearable
cramps brought on by sunstroke after working in the hot fields. The young boy can’t understand his
parents’ faith in a god that would impose such horrible suffering, poverty and injustice on innocent
people. Adapted into the award-winning film …and the earth did not swallow him and recipient of
the first award for Chicano literature, the Premio Quinto Sol, in 1970, Rivera’s masterpiece recounts
the experiences of a Mexican-American community through the eyes of a young boy. Forced to leave
their home in search of work, the migrants are exploited by farmers, shopkeepers, even other
Mexican Americans, and the boy must forge his identity in the face of exploitation, death and
disease, constant moving and conflicts with school officials. In this new edition of a powerful novel
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comprised of short vignettes, Rivera writes hauntingly about alienation, love and betrayal, man and
nature, death and resurrection and the search for community.
  and the earth did not devour him: ...y no se lo trago la tierra / ...And the Earth Did Not
Devour Him Tomàs Rivera, 2015-09-30 ñI tell you, God could care less about the poor. Tell me, why
must we live here like this? What have we done to deserve this? YouÍre so good and yet you suffer so
much,î a young boy tells his mother in Tomàs RiveraÍs classic novel about the migrant worker
experience. Outside the chicken coop that is their home, his father wails in pain from the unbearable
cramps brought on by sunstroke after working in the hot fields. The young boy canÍt understand his
parentsÍ faith in a god that would impose such horrible suffering, poverty and injustice on innocent
people. Adapted into the award-winning film �and the earth did not swallow him and recipient of the
first award for Chicano literature, the Premio Quinto Sol, in 1970, RiveraÍs masterpiece recounts the
experiences of a Mexican-American community through the eyes of a young boy. Forced to leave
their home in search of work, the migrants are exploited by farmers, shopkeepers, even other
Mexican Americans, and the boy must forge his identity in the face of exploitation, death and
disease, constant moving and conflicts with school officials. In this new edition of a powerful novel
comprised of short vignettes, Rivera writes hauntingly about alienation, love and betrayal, man and
nature, death and resurrection and the search for community.
  and the earth did not devour him: --and the Earth did not devour him Tomás Rivera, 1995
For use in schools and libraries only. Examines in English and Spanish the lives of migrant workers
moving from south Texas up through the Plains, and the experiences of all ages and sexes
  and the earth did not devour him: The Latino Reader Harold Augenbraum, Margarite
Fernández Olmos, 1997 The Latino Reader presents the full history of this important American
literary tradition, from its mid-sixteenth-century beginnings to the present day. The wide-ranging
selections include works of history, memoir, letters, and essays, as well as fiction, poetry, and
drama.
  and the earth did not devour him: And the Earth Did Not Devour Him Tomás Rivera, 1992
In '...and the earth did not swallow him' Tomás Rivera presents the life of the peasants of Texas
during the 1950s with all their sorrows and joys. The narrator is a young man lost in the shadows of
labor exploitation and continually mystified by his interactions in America -- its alien society and
institutions. Between constant migration and clashes with bosses and school officials, the young man
has to forge his own identity. At the same time that he is alienating himself from his original
community, he ironically finds it again and embraces it.
  and the earth did not devour him: A Study Guide for Tomas Rivera's ". . . And the Earth Did
Not Devour Him" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Tomas Rivera's . . . And the Earth
Did Not Devour Him, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Literary Themes for Students: The American
Dream. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Literary Themes for Students: The American Dream for all of your research needs.
  and the earth did not devour him: And the Earth Did Not Devour Him Tomás Rivera, 1987
  and the earth did not devour him: Tomàs Rivera Tomàs Rivera, 1995-06-30 Tomàs Rivera
quite possibly has been the most influential voice in Chicano literature. Besides his masterpiece, �y
no se lo tragÑ la tierra / �And the Earth Did Not Devour Him, included here is the sum total of his
published works, in English and Spanish, as well as many that never made print in his lifetime.
  and the earth did not devour him: --y No Se Lo Tragó la Tierra Tomás Rivera, 1993 The child
of migrant farm workers narrates this classic work of Chicano literature.
  and the earth did not devour him: Noche Buena Nicolas Kanellos, 2000-11-16 A family
seated round the fireplace Singing and making merry; A sprightly waltz played with grace Noche
Buena brings us all the magic of the Christmas season as seen through the eyes of the Hispanic
Americans who celebrate it. Christmas is at times a universal story, and many of the images here are
recognizable across cultures. We hear and see proud, joyful singing; the adoration of the Infant
Jesus; and the peaceful strains of Adeste Fidelis. But here as well are the rich traditions and legends



specific to the Hispanic culture, such as the celebration of the posadas for nine nights leading up to
Christmas, with candy raining down from colorful swinging piñatas, egg shells filled with confetti,
and beautiful paper lanterns crafted to illuminate the town on Christmas Eve. There is the Legend of
the Poinsettia where a poor child embarrassed by the modesty of his gift for the Christ Child sheds
tears on the dull green leaves of the familiar plant, thereby miraculously transforming them to a
brilliant red. And here too are hopeful children singing If You Give Me Meat Pies, asking for the
reward of warm meat pies and rice pudding in return for their sweet caroling. Thirty-six inspiring
literary selections comprise this enchanting collection of works from Mexican, Colombian, Cuban,
and Puerto Rican writers--writers who represent the range of Hispanic minority groups in the United
States. Through these stories, traditional tales, songs, and poetry, readers gain a true understanding
of the importance of the Christmas holiday within the Hispanic community, and begin to grasp the
issues that inform the Hispanic American creative process--issues such as communal identity,
patriotism, poverty, assimilation, and religion. With vivid illustrations and original Spanish text for
all poetry, this fascinating anthology will inform readers of all cultural backgrounds, and give them
the opportunity to celebrate this cherished time with a newly extended family.
  and the earth did not devour him: El sol de Texas / Under the Texas Sun Conrado
Espinoza, 2007-03-31 They had just crossed the bridge into the United States. Their feet were now
firmly planted on the soil that was their promised land. They had made it! Blessed be the Virgin of
Guadalupe! Now they had no reason to fear the villistas, the carrancistas, the government, or the
revolutionaries! Here they could find peace, work, wealth and happiness! And so begins the story of
the Garcia family, who like many of their compatriots, fled their homeland during the upheaval of the
Mexican Revolution in search of a better life in the United States. Originally published in 1926 in
San Antonio, Texas as El sol de Texas, the novel chronicles the struggles of two Mexican immigrant
families: the Garcias and the Quijanos. Their initial hopes--of returning to their homeland with
enough money to buy their own piece of land--are worn away by the reality of immigrant life. Unable
to speak English, they find themselves at the mercy of unscrupulous work contractors and foremen:
forced to work at backbreaking labor picking cotton in the fields, building the burgeoning Southwest
railroad system, and working in Gulf Coast oil refineries. Considered the first novel of Mexican
immigration, El sol de Texas / Under the Texas Sun depicts the diverse experiences of Mexican
immigrants, from those that return to Mexico beaten down by the discrimination and hardship they
encounter, to those who persist in their adopted land in spite of the racism they face. The original
Spanish-language text is accompanied by the first-ever English translation by Ethriam Cash
Brammer and an introduction by John Pluecker. Publication of this fascinating historical novel will
provide unique insight into the long history of Mexicanimmigration to the United States and its
implications for cultural, historical, and literary studies.
  and the earth did not devour him: Y No Se Lo Trago LA Tierra Tomas Rivera, 1995-01
Examines in English and Spanish the lives of migrant workers moving from south Texas up through
the Plains, and the experiences of all ages and sexes
  and the earth did not devour him: Mexico and the United States Lee Stacy, 2002-10
Examines the history and culture of Mexico and its relations with its neighbors to the north and east
from the Spanish Conquest to the current presidency of Vicente Fox.
  and the earth did not devour him: Hecho en Tejas Dagoberto Gilb, 2008-04-30 Gilb has
created more than a literary anthology--this is a mosaic of the cultural and historical stories of Texas
Mexican writers, musicians, and artists.
  and the earth did not devour him: Liberation Theology in Chicana/o Literature Alma Rosa
Alvarez, 2007-11-21 Liberation Theology in Chicana/o Literature looks at the ways in which
Chicana/o authors who have experienced cultural disconnection or marginalization because of their
gender, gender politics and sexual orientation attempt to forge a connection back to Chicana/o
culture through their use of liberation theology.
  and the earth did not devour him: --and the Earth Did Not Devour Him McDougal Littell,
1997



  and the earth did not devour him: The Text and the Voice Alessandro Portelli, 1994-01-05
The Text and the Voice
  and the earth did not devour him: Filmmaker's Journey Severo Perez, 2024-09-02 Born in San
Antonio, Texas, in 1941, acclaimed filmmaker Severo Perez moved to Los Angeles in 1972 to pursue
a career in the motion picture industry. His films have won awards, including five CINE Golden
Eagles. Perez is also an accomplished playwright and novelist. Filmmaker’s Journey offers valuable
insights into the life and work of this influential and visionary artist. Perez’s 1994 film . . . and the
Earth Did Not Swallow Him, perhaps his best-known work, is adapted from Tomás Rivera’s classic
1971 Chicano novel . . . y no se lo tragó la tierra. The film follows the lives of a South Texas family of
migrant farmworkers in the 1950s. Perez’s nuanced, powerful film beautifully evokes the substance
and spirit of Rivera’s work, and it has won international critical acclaim, including top honors at film
festivals worldwide. Some of these include the Sol Award at the 1995 CineSol Latino Film Festival,
Best Feature Film at the San Diego Independent Film Festival, and Best Feature Film at the
Minneapolis Rivertown Film Festival. Filmmaker’s Journey recounts Perez’s winding path toward
building a career as an independent filmmaker. Beginning with the events accompanying the first
week of production for . . . and the Earth Did Not Swallow Him—which coincided with the riots
incited by the Rodney King verdict on April 29, 1992—then picking up the thread of his Westside San
Antonio upbringing and his early fascination with making movies, Perez recounts his experiences
with the experimental, underground, and art film collectives, and the move to Los Angeles that
would eventually launch his forty-five-year career producing programming for PBS, cable, and
network television.
  and the earth did not devour him: Ethnic American Literature Emmanuel S. Nelson,
2015-02-17 Unlike any other book of its kind, this volume celebrates published works from a broad
range of American ethnic groups not often featured in the typical canon of literature. This culturally
rich encyclopedia contains 160 alphabetically arranged entries on African American, Asian
American, Latino/a, and Native American literary traditions, among others. The book introduces the
uniquely American mosaic of multicultural literature by chronicling the achievements of American
writers of non-European descent and highlighting the ethnic diversity of works from the colonial era
to the present. The work features engaging topics like the civil rights movement, bilingualism,
assimilation, and border narratives. Entries provide historical overviews of literary periods along
with profiles of major authors and great works, including Toni Morrison, Maxine Hong Kingston,
Maya Angelou, Sherman Alexie, A Raisin in the Sun, American Born Chinese, and The House on
Mango Street. The book also provides concise overviews of genres not often featured in textbooks,
like the Chinese American novel, African American young adult literature, Mexican American
autobiography, and Cuban American poetry.
  and the earth did not devour him: Threshold Time Lene Johannessen, 2008 Threshold Time
provides an introductory survey of the cultural, social and political history of Mexican American and
Chicano literature, as well as a new in-depth analyses of a selection of works that between them
span a hundred years of this particular branch of American literature. The book begins its
explorations of the ?passage of crisis? with Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton's The Squatter and the
Don, continues with Americo Paredes? George Washington Gomez, Tomas Rivera's ?And the Earth
Did Not Devour Him, Richard Rodriguez's Hunger of Memory, and ends with Helena Maria
Viramontes? Under the Feet of Jesus and Benjamin Alire Saenz? Carry Me Like Water. In order to do
justice to the idiosyncrasies of the individual texts and the complexities they embrace, the analyses
refer to a number of other texts belonging to the tradition, and draw on a wide range of theoretical
approaches. The final chapter of Threshold Time brings the various readings together in a discussion
circumscribed by the negotiations of a temporality that is strongly aligned with a sense of memory
peculiar to the history of the Chicano presence in the United States of America.Table of
ContentsAcknowledgements Introduction: The Open Totality of Thresholds I. A History of Borderland
Routes II. Literary Blossoming III. Disillusion and Defiance in Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton's The
Squatter and the Don IV. The Appropriate(d) Hero: Americo Paredes? George Washington GomezV.



Exercises in Liminality: Tomas Rivera's ?And the Earth Did Not Devour Him VI. The Dialogic Mind:
The Education of Richard Rodriguez VII. Memories of Landscape1. The Meaning of Place in Helena
Maria Viramontes? Under the Feet of Jesus 2: The Threshold ? Benjamin Alire Saenz? Carry Me Like
Water VIII. The Aesthetics of Time in Chicano Literature Bibliography Index
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