
abc black history month
**Celebrating Heritage and Empowerment: abc Black History Month**

abc black history month has become an important platform that shines a
spotlight on the rich cultural heritage, achievements, and ongoing struggles
of Black communities. Each year, this observance invites people from all
walks of life to reflect on the profound impact Black individuals have made
throughout history and continue to make today. More than just a month-long
celebration, abc black history month serves as a catalyst for education,
awareness, and unity, fostering a deeper understanding of Black history’s
significance in shaping the world.

The Origins and Importance of abc Black History
Month

Black History Month, as recognized by abc and many organizations, traces its
roots back to “Negro History Week,” established in 1926 by historian Carter
G. Woodson. The purpose was to highlight the achievements and contributions
of African Americans, often overlooked in mainstream historical narratives.
Over time, this week evolved into a full month celebrated every February in
the United States, with similar observances worldwide.

abc black history month continues this legacy by producing educational
content, events, and stories that amplify voices often marginalized. The
celebration isn't just about honoring the past; it’s about inspiring future
generations to embrace their heritage and strive for equity.

Why abc Black History Month Matters in Today’s World

In an era where conversations about racial justice, equity, and inclusion are
more important than ever, abc black history month plays a vital role. It
provides:

- **Educational Resources:** Through documentaries, interviews, and articles,
abc introduces viewers and readers to untold stories and influential figures.
- **Representation:** Highlighting Black leaders, artists, scientists, and
activists encourages young people to see themselves reflected in various
professional fields.
- **Dialogue and Awareness:** It fosters conversations about systemic racism,
cultural identity, and social justice, urging communities to work
collectively toward change.



How abc Black History Month Engages Communities

One of the reasons abc black history month stands out is its multifaceted
approach to engagement. The platform leverages various media channels and
interactive initiatives to reach diverse audiences.

Television and Digital Programming

abc produces special broadcasts featuring documentaries, interviews with
prominent Black figures, and panels discussing contemporary issues. These
programs not only educate but also celebrate the resilience and creativity
within Black culture. In addition to traditional TV, abc maximizes social
media platforms to share bite-sized educational content, making Black history
accessible to younger generations.

Community Events and Partnerships

Beyond media, abc collaborates with schools, libraries, and cultural
organizations to host events such as panel discussions, art exhibitions, and
workshops. These gatherings foster a sense of community and provide a space
for storytelling and cultural exchange.

Highlighting Influential Figures Through abc
Black History Month

A key component of abc black history month is the spotlight on trailblazers
who have shaped history in various fields. From civil rights champions to
groundbreaking artists, these stories inspire and educate.

Unsung Heroes and Their Impact

While figures like Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks are well-known, abc
black history month also focuses on lesser-known individuals whose
contributions were pivotal. For example:

- **Claudette Colvin:** A teenager who refused to give up her bus seat months
before Rosa Parks’ famous act.
- **Dr. Charles Drew:** A pioneer in blood plasma storage and transfusion
techniques saving countless lives.
- **Octavia Butler:** A visionary science fiction author whose work explored
themes of race, gender, and humanity.



By sharing these stories, abc encourages audiences to appreciate the diverse
narratives that compose Black history.

Modern Changemakers Featured by abc

The celebration also highlights contemporary leaders and innovators who
continue to break barriers, such as:

- Entrepreneurs transforming industries.
- Activists leading social justice movements.
- Artists reshaping cultural expression.

These profiles not only honor achievements but also motivate viewers to
become agents of change in their own communities.

Educational Resources and Tips for Engaging
with abc Black History Month

Whether you’re an educator, parent, or lifelong learner, abc black history
month offers a wealth of resources designed to deepen understanding and
foster meaningful engagement.

Incorporating Black History Into Daily Learning

- Utilize abc’s curated documentaries and articles to supplement classroom
lessons or home discussions.
- Encourage critical thinking by analyzing historical events and their
modern-day implications.
- Promote inclusive reading lists featuring Black authors and perspectives.

Creating Inclusive Celebrations

- Host community watch parties for abc’s Black History Month programming.
- Organize book clubs or discussion groups around featured figures.
- Support Black-owned businesses and artists highlighted during the month.

Engaging with abc black history month in these ways helps ensure the
celebration is not just symbolic but actively contributes to cultural
appreciation and social progress.



The Lasting Legacy of abc Black History Month

Every February, abc black history month reminds us that history is not
static; it’s a living narrative continually shaped by ongoing efforts toward
equality and justice. By embracing this observance, abc not only honors the
past but also empowers individuals and communities to build a more inclusive
future.

Through storytelling, education, and community involvement, abc black history
month enriches our collective understanding and appreciation of Black
heritage. It’s an invitation to celebrate resilience, creativity, and the
unyielding spirit that has propelled generations forward.

As the month draws to a close, the impact of abc black history month
resonates beyond February. It encourages us all to recognize the importance
of diversity in our shared history and to continue advocating for a world
where everyone’s contributions are valued and celebrated.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is ABC Black History Month?
ABC Black History Month is an annual event organized by the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) to celebrate and highlight the contributions
and histories of Black communities, particularly focusing on African and
African diaspora cultures in Australia.

When is ABC Black History Month celebrated?
ABC Black History Month is celebrated every February, aligning with the
global observance of Black History Month to honor the achievements and
history of Black people.

What kind of content does ABC feature during Black
History Month?
During Black History Month, ABC features documentaries, interviews, special
programs, podcasts, and articles that explore Black history, culture, and
achievements both in Australia and internationally.

How does ABC Black History Month promote Black
voices?
ABC Black History Month promotes Black voices by showcasing stories told by
Black creators, highlighting Black artists, authors, historians, and
community leaders, and creating platforms for discussion and education.



Can viewers access ABC Black History Month content
online?
Yes, viewers can access ABC Black History Month content online through the
ABC website and the ABC iview streaming service, where special series and
featured programs are made available for free.

Why is ABC’s Black History Month important for
Australian audiences?
ABC’s Black History Month is important for Australian audiences as it
educates and raises awareness about the diverse histories and contributions
of Black Australians and the broader African diaspora, promoting inclusivity
and cultural understanding.

How can individuals participate in ABC Black History
Month?
Individuals can participate by watching ABC’s Black History Month
programming, attending related events or discussions, engaging with ABC’s
social media content, and supporting Black-owned businesses and creators
highlighted during the month.

Additional Resources
**ABC Black History Month: A Critical Examination of Representation and
Impact**

abc black history month stands as a significant cultural and educational
initiative within the broadcasting landscape, aiming to spotlight Black
history, achievements, and ongoing challenges. As one of the major media
networks in the United States, ABC’s approach to Black History Month
programming offers a lens through which to assess how mainstream media
engages with Black narratives. This article delves into ABC Black History
Month’s scope, content, and influence, providing an analytical perspective on
its role in shaping public understanding of Black history.

The Scope and Significance of ABC Black History
Month

Black History Month, celebrated every February in the United States, has long
served as a dedicated period for reflecting on the contributions of Black
Americans across all sectors of society. ABC, as a major national
broadcaster, leverages this month to produce tailored programming that
educates viewers, honors Black culture, and fosters dialogue about racial



equity.

ABC Black History Month programming typically includes documentaries, special
reports, interviews, and themed episodes across news, entertainment, and
educational platforms. The network’s commitment to this programming can be
seen as part of a broader corporate social responsibility effort, while
simultaneously catering to a growing audience demand for diverse and
inclusive content.

However, the effectiveness and authenticity of ABC’s Black History Month
content warrant careful examination. The balance between genuine storytelling
and performative gestures remains a topic of debate among media critics and
viewers alike.

Content and Themes Explored During ABC Black History
Month

ABC’s Black History Month content often covers a broad range of themes,
including:

Historical retrospectives: Documentaries and specials that highlight
seminal moments in Black history, such as the Civil Rights Movement, the
Harlem Renaissance, and the history of slavery and emancipation in
America.

Profiles of notable figures: In-depth segments on influential Black
individuals in politics, arts, science, and sports, such as Martin
Luther King Jr., Maya Angelou, Barack Obama, and Serena Williams.

Contemporary issues: Coverage of ongoing social justice movements,
systemic racism, economic disparities, and educational inequities facing
Black communities today.

Cultural celebrations: Showcasing Black art, music, literature, and
culinary traditions to foster appreciation of the richness and diversity
of Black culture.

These themes are frequently interwoven across ABC’s news broadcasts, morning
shows, primetime specials, and digital platforms, creating a multifaceted
approach intended to engage viewers from different demographics.

Evaluating the Impact of ABC Black History



Month Programming

When assessing the impact of ABC Black History Month content, it is crucial
to consider several factors, including reach, depth, and narrative framing.

Audience Reach and Engagement

ABC’s status as one of the “big three” television networks ensures a
substantial national audience. Black History Month programming on ABC
benefits from prime time slots and cross-platform promotion, increasing
visibility and potential impact.

However, audience engagement varies depending on content format and
distribution channels. For example, documentary specials tend to attract
viewers with a pre-existing interest in history or social issues, while
lighter cultural segments may appeal to a broader audience. The network’s
digital and social media presence during Black History Month also plays a
critical role in reaching younger viewers who consume content online.

Narrative Framing and Representation

A key consideration in evaluating ABC Black History Month content is how
narratives are framed. Media scholars emphasize the importance of moving
beyond superficial celebrations to address complex histories and systemic
inequalities.

ABC has been praised for highlighting lesser-known stories and voices within
Black history, thereby expanding the conventional narrative. Yet, critics
argue that some programming can inadvertently reinforce stereotypes or focus
disproportionately on struggles rather than achievements, leading to a
somewhat one-dimensional portrayal.

Moreover, the extent to which Black creators, producers, and journalists are
involved in the development of Black History Month content influences
authenticity and depth. ABC has made strides in diversifying its workforce
and incorporating Black perspectives, but industry-wide underrepresentation
remains a challenge.

Comparative Perspectives: ABC Versus Other Networks

Comparing ABC’s Black History Month programming with that of other major
networks such as NBC and CBS reveals both commonalities and distinctions.



NBC: Often emphasizes celebrity-driven specials and high-profile
interviews, leveraging star power to attract audiences.

CBS: Focuses on investigative journalism and in-depth documentaries that
explore systemic issues affecting Black communities.

ABC: Strives for a balanced mix of history, culture, and contemporary
social issues, with a notable commitment to integrating Black History
Month themes throughout its news and entertainment platforms.

This differentiation reflects each network’s branding and strategic
priorities but also highlights the varied ways Black history is represented
in mainstream media.

Challenges and Opportunities in ABC’s Black
History Month Programming

Despite positive developments, ABC Black History Month programming faces
several challenges:

Challenges

Depth versus breadth: The need to cover a wide array of topics within a1.
limited time frame can result in shallow explorations that fail to
capture the complexity of Black history.

Risk of tokenism: Concentrating Black narratives into a single month2.
risks marginalizing these stories during the rest of the year.

Audience fatigue: Overexposure to repetitive themes or formulaic content3.
can reduce viewer engagement and diminish impact.

Opportunities

Expanding digital storytelling: Utilizing podcasts, interactive media,1.
and social platforms to reach younger audiences and offer more immersive
experiences.

Collaborations with Black creators: Partnering with Black filmmakers,2.



historians, and cultural institutions to ensure authentic
representation.

Year-round commitment: Integrating Black history and cultural content3.
beyond February to foster continuous education and awareness.

These opportunities align with broader industry trends emphasizing diversity,
equity, and inclusion as essential components of media strategy.

The Broader Cultural and Social Context of ABC
Black History Month

ABC Black History Month programming does not exist in a vacuum; it reflects
and influences societal conversations about race, identity, and justice. In
recent years, heightened awareness of racial injustices—sparked by movements
such as Black Lives Matter—has intensified scrutiny of how media handles
Black narratives.

In this context, ABC’s efforts to present nuanced, multifaceted stories about
Black experiences contribute to public discourse, helping to challenge
prejudices and promote understanding. Nonetheless, the network’s role also
invites accountability, as audiences demand more than symbolic gestures and
seek substantive change in media representation.

Moreover, ABC’s Black History Month content impacts educational environments,
where teachers and students may use media resources to supplement curricula.
The quality and accuracy of programming can thus have lasting effects on how
Black history is taught and perceived.

ABC’s initiative also intersects with commercial considerations. Advertisers
increasingly prioritize diversity in their campaigns, making Black History
Month programming a strategic opportunity for both brand alignment and social
impact.

The evolving media landscape, marked by streaming platforms and social media,
presents additional challenges and possibilities for ABC’s approach.
Competing for attention in a fragmented market requires innovative content
strategies that resonate authentically with diverse viewers.

As ABC continues to develop its Black History Month offerings, the network’s
ability to balance storytelling integrity with audience engagement will be
critical. The network’s programming can serve as a barometer for the broader
media industry’s progress toward inclusivity and equity.

In sum, ABC Black History Month programming encapsulates the complexities of
representing Black history within mainstream media. It highlights both the



strides made toward greater visibility and the ongoing need for thoughtful,
comprehensive approaches to storytelling that honor the richness and
diversity of Black experiences.

Abc Black History Month

  abc black history month: The ABCs of Black History Rio Cortez, 2020-12-08 A NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER B is for Beautiful, Brave, and Bright! And for a Book that takes a Bold journey
through the alphabet of Black history and culture. Letter by letter, The ABCs of Black History
celebrates a story that spans continents and centuries, triumph and heartbreak, creativity and joy.
It’s a story of big ideas––P is for Power, S is for Science and Soul. Of significant moments––G is for
Great Migration. Of iconic figures––H is for Zora Neale Hurston, X is for Malcom X. It’s an ABC book
like no other, and a story of hope and love. In addition to rhyming text, the book includes back
matter with information on the events, places, and people mentioned in the poem, from Mae Jemison
to W. E. B. Du Bois, Fannie Lou Hamer to Sam Cooke, and the Little Rock Nine to DJ Kool Herc.
  abc black history month: The ABC's of Black History Craig Thompson, Craig A. Thompson,
2014-09-16 Rhyming presentation of short biographical sketches of important figures in Black
history, arranged alphabetically.
  abc black history month: Princess Lu Teaches Juan His ABC's Chanekka Pullens, 2019-06-16
This is the third book in the Princess Lu series! In this book, Princess Lu teaches her baby brother,
Juan, his ABC's. She accomplishes this goal by singing him an original ABC song! This is the perfect
book for both girls and boys! Sing along with your child(ren) and they are sure to memorize their
ABC's! Not only will they learn their alphabets, they will be inspired to be the best person they can
be. Be sure to read all of the positive life lessons in the whole Princess Lu series to your child(ren).
  abc black history month: Race in American Film Daniel Bernardi, Michael Green,
2017-07-07 This expansive three-volume set investigates racial representation in film, providing an
authoritative cross-section of the most racially significant films, actors, directors, and movements in
American cinematic history. Hollywood has always reflected current American cultural norms and
ideas. As such, film provides a window into attitudes about race and ethnicity over the last century.
This comprehensive set provides information on hundreds of films chosen based on scholarly
consensus of their importance regarding the subject, examining aspects of race and ethnicity in
American film through the historical context, themes, and people involved. This three-volume set
highlights the most important films and artists of the era, identifying films, actors, or
characterizations that were considered racist, were tremendously popular or hugely influential,
attempted to be progressive, or some combination thereof. Readers will not only learn basic
information about each subject but also be able to contextualize it culturally, historically, and in
terms of its reception to understand what average moviegoers thought about the subject at the time
of its popularity—and grasp how the subject is perceived now through the lens of history.
  abc black history month: Contentious Unions Mary Beth Swetnam Mathews, 2024-10-18 “A
significant work of scholarship that tells us not just about these particular places, but more
importantly about the world of Black higher education in the decades before the civil rights
movement.”—Paul Harvey, Distinguished Professor of History, University of Colorado, Colorado
Springs In Contentious Unions: Black Baptist Schools and White Baptist Money in the Jim Crow
South, Mary Beth Swetnam Mathews interweaves the stories of the founding and development of
Richmond Theological Seminary (Virginia), Central City College (Macon, Georgia), and American
Baptist Theological Seminary (Nashville, Tennessee)—colleges that saw challenges, complexities,
and hard-won accomplishments in the Post-Reconstruction era. Her study begins just after the Civil
War, when one of these institutions provided educational opportunities for newly freed slaves, and

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-186/abc-black-history-month.pdf


follows the fortunes of the schools through the 1960s. Mathews reveals the financial, curricular, and
identity struggles of schools that came into being and survived under difficult circumstances. The
institutions relied on funding from White Baptists, but also had to fight against control and
exploitation from those who helped them financially. Though each school evolved with a different
identity and educational mission, Mathews concludes that “they could be simultaneously symbols of
racial independence as well as victims of white supremacy.” As “oppositional spaces,” these schools
gave their communities access to the ground floor of the civil rights movement, and the author
highlights their connections to some of the more famous activists such as John R. Lewis, Jo Ann
Gibson Robinson, and Gordon P. Hancock. Ultimately, Mathews’s book is a fascinating and complex
account that uses the history of these three institutions to illuminate the origins of the long struggle
for civil rights.
  abc black history month: The ABC's of African American Inventions Kenneth McClelland,
2017-02-17 During the month of February we celebrate the accomplishments of people of color
during Black History Month, a tradition started by Dr. Carter Woodson in 1926. Yet while some are
content to set aside only one month out of the year to recognize these accomplishments, perhaps
they're unaware of how different the world would be if not for the contributions of African
Americans to our everyday way of life. The subject matter of this book is meant to help younger
children learn the alphabet and stir their creativity, while at the same time offering a glimpse to the
older readers, of the African American influence to our collective history. To be clear, the Inventors
and Inventions featured in this book are in no way a complete compilation of the contributions made
by people of color, but they're merely representative of some of their innovative ideas and creative
devices. It is my hope that this simple book will reveal a sense of belonging that some people of color
may not realize is rightfully theirs, while at the same time inspiring every reader to search their
mind for the next great invention that could change our lives and perhaps even the world. History
has shown us that rather than large corporations, it's often the common man or woman who first
recognizes the need for something new or innovative. So take the time to look around you, and you
just may discover that the ideas for change are as abundant as the needs that inspire them.
  abc black history month: Billboard , 1985-02-02 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  abc black history month: Reclaiming the Black Past Pero G. Dagbovie, 2018-11-13 The past
and future of Black history In this information-overloaded twenty-first century, it seems impossible
to fully discern or explain how we know about the past. But two things are certain. Whether we are
conscious of it or not, we all think historically on a routine basis. And our perceptions of history,
including African American history, have not necessarily been shaped by professional historians. In
this wide-reaching and timely book, Pero Gaglo Dagbovie argues that public knowledge and
understanding of black history, including its historical icons, has been shaped by institutions and
individuals outside academic ivory towers. Drawing on a range of compelling examples, Dagbovie
explores how, in the twenty-first century, African American history is regarded, depicted, and
juggled by diverse and contesting interpreters—from museum curators to filmmakers, entertainers,
politicians, journalists, and bloggers. Underscoring the ubiquitous nature of African-American
history in contemporary American thought and culture, each chapter unpacks how black history has
been represented and remembered primarily during the “Age of Obama,” the so-called era of
“post-racial” American society. Reclaiming the Black Past is Dagbovie's contribution to expanding
how we understand African American history during the new millennium.
  abc black history month: Black Enterprise , 1995-02 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the ultimate
source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  abc black history month: Media, Myth, and Millennials Christopher Campbell, Loren



Saxton Coleman, 2019-09-13 Media, Myth, and Millennials: Critical Perspectives on Race and
Culture debunks the post-racial myth among millennial media consumers and producers. This
theoretically diverse collection of contributors highlights the complexity at the intersections of
media, race, gender, sexuality, class and place. Loren Saxton Coleman and Christopher Campbell’s
edited collection offers critical and cultural insight on the commodification of millennial audiences
and the acts of resistance that emerge from millennial media producers and consumers. Scholars of
sociology, media studies, race studies, gender studies, and cultural studies will find this book
especially useful.
  abc black history month: Great Achievements by African-American women vol I Henry
Epps, 2012-08-29 Great achievements by african american women highlight the great
accomplishments of women in america history from education, politics, science and entertainment.
african ammerican women have made significant contributions to America and the world.
  abc black history month: Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents , 1992
  abc black history month: The ABC's of Parent Involvement in Education John Robbins, Susan
Mitgang, 1998 An interactive guide to involve parents in their children's education.
  abc black history month: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Vaudeville Performers Wikipedia
contributors,
  abc black history month: FCC Record United States. Federal Communications Commission,
1995
  abc black history month: Franchise: The Golden Arches in Black America Marcia Chatelain,
2020-01-07 WINNER • 2021 PULITZER PRIZE IN HISTORY Winner • 2022 James Beard Foundation
Book Award [Writing] The “stunning” (David W. Blight) untold history of how fast food became one
of the greatest generators of black wealth in America. Just as The Color of Law provided a vital
understanding of redlining and racial segregation, Marcia Chatelain’s Franchise investigates the
complex interrelationship between black communities and America’s largest, most popular fast food
chain. Taking us from the first McDonald’s drive-in in San Bernardino to the franchise on Florissant
Avenue in Ferguson, Missouri, in the summer of 2014, Chatelain shows how fast food is a source of
both power—economic and political—and despair for African Americans. As she contends, fast food
is, more than ever before, a key battlefield in the fight for racial justice.
  abc black history month: The CW Comes of Age Ashley Lynn Carlson, Lisa K. Perdigao,
2022-03-15 Often overlooked in the history of broadcast television, The CW became a top-rated
cable network in primetime during the mid-2000s, at a moment when many critics predicted the
death of the medium. Launched as a joint venture and successor to The WB and UPN, The CW
focused programming on an 18 to 34-year-old, predominantly female audience and soon won over
viewers with shows like Gossip Girl, Jane the Virgin and the DC Arrowverse franchise. Nimbly
adapting to the streaming services era, the network has strengthened new series development and
its innovative distribution system. This collection of new essays examines The CW's business model,
marketing strategies and most popular series.
  abc black history month: The Jim Crow North Matthew George Washington, 2024-06-25
Located approximately forty miles northwest of Philadelphia, the working-class borough of
Pottstown does not immediately come to mind as an influential site of the Black freedom struggle.
Yet this small town in Pennsylvania served as a significant hub of interracial civil rights activism
with regional as well as national impact. In The Jim Crow North: The Struggle for Civil Rights in
Pottstown, Pennsylvania, Matthew George Washington adds another interpretive perspective to
historiography by using both the freedom North and the long civil rights movement theoretical
models to frame the borough's unique history. Primary documents, including newspaper accounts,
census records, oral histories, and correspondence present a vivid account of a rapidly changing
town, from the dawn of its civil rights movement during World War II to the revitalization of its
NAACP branch in the early 1950s and its activism throughout the 1960s. Placing special emphasis
on the demographic nature of the movement, Washington explores how interracial collaboration
among the working class made up the movement's critical base—and how, through it all, Black



activists remained front and center. This critical examination of Pottstown illuminates the struggle
for African American civil rights in one of the long-ignored urban spaces of the North, providing a
rich and in-depth portrait of the Black freedom struggle of postwar America.
  abc black history month: Uncovering Alias Nikki Stafford, Robyn Burnett, 2004 TV Guide
has called it one of TV's most enjoyable escapist hours ever'. But what is the show about? Ask ten
viewers of the show and you'll probably get ten different answers. Uncovering Alias is here to help
the solve the viewers' questions. Written as a companion to the show, it features biographies of all
recurring cast members; a map of Rambaldi artefacts uncovered by the operatives; a list of terms
used by agents on the show; an extensive episode guide to the first three series; a list of the best
websites and a trivia quiz.'
  abc black history month: Can We Talk about Race? Beverly Tatum, 2008-04-01 Major new
reflections on race and schools—by the best-selling author of “Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting
Together in the Cafeteria?“ A Simmons College/Beacon Press Race, Education, and Democracy
Series Book Beverly Daniel Tatum emerged on the national scene in 1997 with “Why Are All the
Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?,“ a book that spoke to a wide audience about the
psychological dynamics of race relations in America. Tatum’s unique ability to get people talking
about race captured the attention of many, from Oprah Winfrey to President Clinton, who invited her
to join him in his nationally televised dialogues on race. In her first book since that pathbreaking
success, Tatum starts with a warning call about the increasing but underreported resegregation of
America. A selfdescribed “integration baby“—she was born in 1954—Tatum sees our growing
isolation from each other as deeply problematic, and she believes that schools can be key institutions
for forging connections across the racial divide. In this ambitious, accessible book, Tatum examines
some of the most resonant issues in American education and race relations: • The need of African
American students to see themselves reflected in curricula and institutions • How unexamined racial
attitudes can negatively affect minority-student achievement • The possibilities—and
complications—of intimate crossracial friendships Tatum approaches all these topics with the blend
of analysis and storytelling that make her one of our most persuasive and engaging commentators
on race. Can We Talk About Race? launches a collaborative lecture and book series between Beacon
Press and Simmons College, which aims to reinvigorate a crucial national public conversation on
race, education and democracy.
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