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Owils in the Family by Farley Mowat: A Delightful Journey into Wildlife and Childhood

owls in the family by farley mowat is a charming and heartfelt memoir that captures the essence
of childhood adventures, wildlife fascination, and the bond between humans and animals. Farley
Mowat, a celebrated Canadian author and environmentalist, delivers a captivating narrative that goes
beyond a simple recounting of events. Through his vivid storytelling, readers are invited into a world
where owls, along with other creatures, play a pivotal role in shaping a boy’s life and worldview.

The Story Behind Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat

Farley Mowat’s "Owls in the Family" is more than just a children’s book; it's a semi-autobiographical
tale based on Mowat’s childhood experiences growing up in rural Canada. The story revolves around
young Farley and his two pet owls, Wol and Weeps, who become his inseparable companions. The
narrative beautifully showcases the innocence of youth and the deep connection humans can develop
with nature.

Mowat's writing style is both engaging and accessible, making it a favorite among young readers and
adults alike. His ability to blend humor, adventure, and education ensures that the book remains
timeless. The book’s appeal lies in its authenticity, drawn from real-life experiences, which makes the
characters and events relatable and memorable.

Exploring Themes in Owls in the Family by Farley
Mowat

Connection with Nature

One of the most prominent themes in "Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat" is the profound
connection between humans and the natural world. The story emphasizes respect, empathy, and
understanding toward wildlife. Through the antics and personalities of Wol and Weeps, readers learn
about the habits and behaviors of owls, fostering a sense of wonder and appreciation for these
nocturnal birds.

Childhood Innocence and Adventure

The book captures the essence of childhood, filled with curiosity, exploration, and a sense of freedom.
Farley’s adventures with his owls serve as metaphors for the broader journey of growing up—learning
about responsibility, friendship, and the joys and challenges of life. This nostalgic portrayal resonates
with readers who recall their own youthful escapades.



The Importance of Compassion

Mowat subtly weaves lessons of kindness and compassion throughout the narrative. The care Farley
shows toward his owls, even in difficult circumstances, highlights the importance of empathy not only
toward animals but toward all living beings. This message encourages young readers to develop a
caring attitude toward the environment and those around them.

Farley Mowat’s Unique Approach to Wildlife Writing

Unlike many nature writers who focus purely on scientific facts, Mowat combines storytelling with
educational content. In "Owls in the Family," he uses narrative to inform readers about owl species,
their behavior, and their role in the ecosystem in a way that feels organic and enjoyable.

Blending Fact with Fiction

Mowat's skill lies in his seamless blending of factual information with engaging stories. While the book
is based on true events, he enriches the narrative with humor and personality, giving the owls distinct
character traits. This approach helps demystify wildlife and makes learning about animals accessible
to children.

Environmental Advocacy Through Storytelling

Farley Mowat was known for his passionate environmentalism, and "Owls in the Family" subtly
advocates for the protection of wildlife. By creating an emotional connection between readers and the
owls, Mowat encourages a conservation mindset. The book gently raises awareness about the fragility
of natural habitats and the impact humans can have on animal lives.

Why Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat Remains
Relevant Today
Despite being published decades ago, "Owls in the Family" continues to captivate new generations.

Its themes of connection, adventure, and compassion are timeless, and the lessons it imparts remain
important in today’s context of environmental challenges.

Educational Value for Young Readers

The book serves as a wonderful tool for parents and educators to introduce children to wildlife and
nature. It sparks curiosity and encourages critical thinking about how humans interact with the
environment. The relatable narrative makes complex ecological concepts easier to grasp for younger



audiences.

Inspiring Future Conservationists

Many readers credit "Owls in the Family" as an early influence on their love for animals and nature
conservation. By presenting wildlife in a personal and affectionate light, Mowat inspires a lifelong
commitment to protecting the planet.

Tips for Reading and Teaching Owls in the Family by
Farley Mowat

If you're considering sharing this book with children or students, here are some helpful tips to
enhance the experience:

» Discuss the Natural History: Before or after reading, explore basic facts about owls, such as
their hunting habits, nocturnal nature, and species diversity. This adds depth to the story.

e Encourage Empathy: Use the book’s themes to talk about kindness toward animals and the
importance of respecting their habitats.

e Outdoor Exploration: If possible, arrange a nature walk or owl-spotting activity to connect the
book’s content with real-life experiences.

e Creative Activities: Engage children with drawing owls, writing their own animal stories, or
researching local wildlife to foster creativity and curiosity.

Understanding the Cultural Impact of Owls in the
Family by Farley Mowat
The book has left a lasting impression on Canadian literature and children’s nature writing worldwide.

It reflects a period when environmental awareness was beginning to take root, and Mowat’s
approachable style helped bring these ideas into mainstream consciousness.

Legacy in Canadian Literature

Owls in the Family is part of a larger body of work by Farley Mowat that celebrates the Canadian
wilderness and its inhabitants. His storytelling helped define a uniquely Canadian perspective on
nature, emphasizing coexistence and stewardship.



Influence on Wildlife Literature

Many authors of children’s nature books cite Mowat's work as foundational. His ability to humanize
animals without anthropomorphizing them set a standard for wildlife storytelling that balances
respect for nature with engaging narrative.

As you dive into the pages of Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat, you're not just reading about a boy
and his owls—you’re embarking on an adventure that blends humor, heart, and a profound respect for
the natural world. This timeless story invites readers young and old to see the wonders of wildlife
through fresh eyes, reminding us all of the magic that exists when humans and animals share their
lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Owls in the Family' by Farley
Mowat?

The main theme of 'Owls in the Family' is the bond between humans and animals, particularly
focusing on friendship, loyalty, and the adventures shared between a boy and his pet owls.

Who are the primary characters in 'Owls in the Family' and
what roles do they play?

The primary characters are Billy, the young boy who narrates the story, and his two pet owls, Wol and
Weeps. Billy's interactions and adventures with Wol and Weeps form the core of the narrative.

What inspired Farley Mowat to write 'Owls in the Family'?

Farley Mowat was inspired by his own childhood experiences with wild animals, including owls, which
he kept as pets. His love for wildlife and nature is reflected in the heartfelt storytelling of the book.

How does 'Owls in the Family' address the theme of wildlife
conservation?

While primarily a story about friendship, 'Owls in the Family' subtly promotes respect and care for
wildlife, highlighting the importance of understanding and protecting animals in their natural habitats.

What age group is ‘'Owls in the Family' best suited for?

'‘Owls in the Family' is best suited for middle-grade readers, typically aged 8 to 12, but its engaging
storytelling and themes can be appreciated by readers of all ages.

Are the owls in 'Owls in the Family' based on real animals?

Yes, the owls Wol and Weeps are based on real owls that Farley Mowat cared for during his childhood,



lending authenticity and charm to the characters in the story.

Additional Resources
Owils in the Family by Farley Mowat: A Timeless Tale of Childhood and Nature

owls in the family by farley mowat remains a cherished classic in Canadian literature, captivating
readers with its vivid portrayal of childhood adventures and the deep bond between humans and
animals. This autobiographical novel, first published in 1962, stands out not only for its engaging
storytelling but also for its authentic depiction of the natural world through the eyes of a young boy.
Farley Mowat, a renowned Canadian author and environmentalist, offers readers a glimpse into a
simpler era, where the wilderness and its creatures play a central role in shaping human experience.

The narrative centers around Farley and his brother, growing up in rural Ontario during the 1920s,
and their encounters with a pair of owls they rescue and raise. The book's title, “Owls in the Family,”
is emblematic of the intimate relationship between the children and these wild birds, which serves as
a metaphor for innocence, curiosity, and the challenges of coexistence with nature.

In-Depth Analysis of Owls in the Family by Farley
Mowat

“Owls in the Family” is more than just a children’s book; it is a nuanced exploration of human-animal
relationships and the complexities of growing up. Mowat’s narrative technique combines humor,
pathos, and keen observation, making the story accessible to both young and adult readers. The owls,
named Wol and Weeps, are portrayed with individuality and personality, blurring the lines between
wild creatures and family members.

One of the compelling features of the book is its setting. Mowat’s detailed descriptions of the
Canadian wilderness provide a rich backdrop that enhances the story’s authenticity. The environment
is not merely a setting but an active participant in the narrative. The depiction of the changing
seasons, the sounds of the forest, and the behavior of wildlife contribute to an immersive reading
experience that underscores the importance of environmental awareness.

Character Development and Themes

Central to “Owls in the Family” is the theme of responsibility and empathy. Through their interactions
with Wol and Weeps, Farley and his brother learn valuable lessons about care, freedom, and the
consequences of human intervention in nature. The owls' wild instincts often conflict with their role as
pets, highlighting the tension between captivity and natural behavior.

Mowat’s characters are relatable and vividly drawn, capturing the innocence and mischief of
childhood. The narrative doesn’t shy away from moments of sadness and loss, which adds depth to
the story. This balance of lightheartedness and seriousness has contributed to the book’s lasting
appeal.



Comparative Context Within Canadian Literature

When compared to other Canadian children’s literature of the mid-20th century, “Owls in the Family”
distinguishes itself by its focus on real-life experiences and environmental themes rather than purely
fictional adventures. Authors such as Lucy Maud Montgomery and Ernest Buckler often emphasized
idyllic rural life or human drama, whereas Mowat integrates ecological consciousness into the fabric of
his storytelling.

This approach aligns with the emerging environmental movement of the 1960s and 1970s, positioning
Mowat not only as a storyteller but also as an early advocate for wildlife preservation. The book’s
influence extends beyond literature into environmental education, where it is frequently used to teach
children about wildlife and the ethics of animal care.

Significance of Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat in
Environmental Education

The presence of owls as central figures in the story serves as an effective tool for raising awareness
about these elusive birds and their ecological roles. Owls symbolize wisdom and mystery in many
cultures, and Mowat leverages this symbolism to engage readers emotionally and intellectually.

Educators often praise “Owls in the Family” for its ability to foster empathy toward animals and
inspire curiosity about nature among young readers. The book encourages observation and respect
for wildlife, making it a valuable resource in curricula focused on biology, ecology, and conservation.

Pros and Cons of the Book’s Approach

e Pros: The book’s engaging narrative and authentic setting provide an immersive experience. It
promotes environmental stewardship and empathy, and its accessible language appeals to a
broad readership.

e Cons: Some modern readers might critique the anthropomorphizing of wild animals, which
could mislead about their natural behaviors. Additionally, the cultural context of the 1920s may
require explanation for younger audiences to fully grasp historical references.

Legacy and Adaptations

Farley Mowat’s “Owls in the Family” has enjoyed enduring popularity, inspiring multiple editions and
translations. Its status as a beloved Canadian classic has led to adaptations in various media,
including radio plays and theatrical performances. The story’s universal themes of friendship, growth,
and respect for nature continue to resonate, ensuring its relevance for new generations of readers.



The book also complements Mowat’s broader oeuvre, which often focuses on wildlife and
environmental issues, cementing his reputation as a literary figure dedicated to the natural world.

In summary, “Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat” offers a compelling blend of autobiographical
narrative and environmental insight. Its portrayal of the delicate balance between humans and
wildlife invites thoughtful reflection, making it a significant work both in literary and ecological
contexts. The story’s charm and educational value continue to engage readers who seek an authentic
connection with nature’s wonders.

Owls In The Family By Farley Mowat

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family Farley Mowat, 2009-01-13 Every
child needs to have a pet. No one could argue with that. But what happens when your pet is an owl,
and your owl is terrorizing the neighbourhood? In Farley Mowat’s exciting children’s story, a young
boy’s pet menagerie - which includes crows, magpies, gophers and a dog - grows out of control with
the addition of two cantankerous pet owls. The story of how Wol and Weeps turn the whole town
upside down is warm, funny, and bursting with adventure and suspense.

owls in the family by farley mowat: A Literature Kit for Owls in the Family by Farley
Mowat Marie-Helen Goyetche, Farley Mowat, 2008 A Literature Kit. This is one of Farley Mowats
funniest books about a boy and two rescued owls named Wol and Weeps. Billy loves all animals. He
has rats, mice, over thirty gophers and two dogs. It only seems natural that Billy and his friends
search the sloughs and bluffs to find owlets. The boys rescue a pair of owlets from an untimely death
and end up keeping them for over three years. The adventures Billy, his friends and the owls have
together are not typical. Participating in the local Pet Parade, owls following him to school and
having an owl arrive for dinner with a skunk are only a few funny incidents in Owls in the Family.
The story is a hoot!

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat Moore, Bill, Harel,
Josephine, Farley Mowat, 1998

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat : a Novel Study
Clarke, Vi, Melnyk, Leona, Farley Mowat, 1992

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family Lit Link Gr. 4-6,

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family Judy Farrell, 1995

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family - Literature Kit Gr. 3-4 Marie-Helen
Goyetche, 2008-03-01 Your students will get a hoot out of this story about a boy and his adventures
with two owls. Target your students' need for independent reading skills. Demonstrate any prior
knowledge on the subject of owls before reading the book. Find the word that best matches the
vocabulary word from the novel. Show comprehension with multiple choice and true or false
questions. Explain why the owls didn't know how to fly, and why Billy didn't show them. Convert
inches to centimeters to find out how tall Wol is and how wide his wingspread is. Rewrite a passage
from the book in Weeps the owl's point of view. Complete a web to show Wol's encounters with each
character from the story. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy,
additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the
Novel: This is one of Farley Mowat’s funniest books about a boy and two rescued owls named Wol
and Weeps. Billy loves all animals. He has rats, mice, over thirty gophers and two dogs. It only
seems natural that Billy and his friends search the sloughs and bluffs to find owlets. The boys rescue
a pair of owlets from an untimely death, and end up keeping them for over three years. The
adventures Billy, his friends and the owls have together are not typical. Participating in the local Pet
Parade, owls following him to school, and having an owl arrive for dinner with a skunk are only a few
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funny incidents in Owls in the Family.

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls In The Family (Novel Study) Gr. 4-7 Karen Olsen,
1998-01-01 Owls in the Family, by Farley Mowat, is set on the shores of the South Saskatchewan
River. It is a timeless story about two boys exploring their environment after a long prairie winter.
The smell of the thawing wheat fields and the warming earth draws them to wide open spaces like
gophers scampering out of their burrows. They are on a mission to find an owl's nest. Through their
initial quest they will learn precious lessons about animals and people. This Novel Study provides a
teacher and student section with a variety of activities, discussion questions, evaluation, and answer
key to create a well-rounded lesson plan.

owls in the family by farley mowat: OWLS IN THE FAMILY NOVEL STUDY Judy Farrell,
2015-01-01 Introduce your students to the work of Canadian author Farley Mowat with this
delightful story of a young boy and his unpredictable pets. The story is about two Great Horned Owls
called Wol and Weeps that were found by Billy, Bruce and Murray. When Billy witnesses children
throwing stones at Weeps, who is unable to fly, he trades his scout knife for him. Wol, who is able to
fly, was found after a storm. Both Wol and Weeps are given to Bruce before Billy and his family move
away to Toronto, Ontario. Have your students keep a response journal for Owls in the Family. Before
reading chapters, have your students write 2 or 3 sentences to predict what they think will happen.
Activities included in this unit include: comprehension, vocabulary, creative writing, enrichment,
response journals, and arts and crafts.

owls in the family by farley mowat: Supporting the Novel Owls in the Family by Farley
Mowat Shelley Davidson, 1996

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family, by Farley Mowat Teresa Wilkinson,
British Columbia Teachers' Federation. Lesson Aids Service, 1977

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat : Reading
Responses , 2000

owls in the family by farley mowat: Owls in the Family Farley Mowat, 1961 Story of two owls,
wol and weeps, who could turn a household upside down, outwit a dog, and terrorize a neighborhood
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

owls in the family by farley mowat: A Teacher's Guide for Owls in the Family by Farley
Mowat Terry D. Johnson, Wendy MacDowell, Ruth Norton, 1985

owls in the family by farley mowat: Math & Stories Marian R. Bartch, 1997-02 Discover the
math lessons students can learn from activities based on 56 carefully selected childrens books. Each
book offers 28 fully described activity units supported by three or four reproducible handouts; units
specify correlations to standards set by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. In
activities based on reading Jumanji, for example, students distinguish between probable and
improbable events, do mapping on a coordinate grid, and write about what would happen if their
own favorite game suddenly became real. Grades K-6. Answer keys. Illustrated.

owls in the family by farley mowat: Climate Change: Effects Gr. 5-8 Erika
Gasper-Gombatz, 2008-09-01 Students gain an understanding of the effects of climate change on the
environment and human life. Our resource explores how the evolution of human society is affected
by the climate. Start by going back in time and exploring the ice ages from Earth's past. Learn about
the lives of early humans, and how climate has affected where they move and live. Observe a
homemade melting ice sheet to understand its effect on sea level. Then, create a model to show
rising sea level in action. Find out if climate change has any effect on the rise of extreme weather
experienced in recent years. Learn about the dangers to human health, such as mosquitoes, heat
stroke and pollution. See how changes in climate affect an area's economy by virtually destroying
the farming industry. Finally, choose one ecosystem and find out how climate change is affecting it.
Written to Bloom's Taxonomy and STEAM initiatives, additional hands-on activities, crossword, word
search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.

owls in the family by farley mowat: Practical Life Skills - Employment & Volunteering
Gr. 9-12+ Lisa Renaud, 2018-08-14 Give students the tools they need to get a job. Prepare students



with tips on filling out a job application and writing a resume. Get to know what kind of questions to
expect at an interview and how to prepare for them. Gain the skills needed to thrive on the job and
properly communicate with peers and supervisors. Find out the benefits of volunteering and know
what your rights are as employees. Comprised of reading passages, graphic organizers, real-world
activities, crossword, word search and comprehension quiz, our resource combines high interest
concepts with low vocabulary to ensure all learners comprehend the essential skills required in life.
All of our content is reproducible and aligned to your State Standards and are written to Bloom's
Taxonomy.

owls in the family by farley mowat: Understanding All Genders Big Book Gr. 6-Adult
Taryn McKenna, 2019-09-18 Gender literacy is crucial for individuals to gain an understanding of
themselves and others. This big book covers Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Equality &
Inequality. Students will start by seeing gender as a spectrum. They will understand that gender is a
personal feeling—how we see ourselves. Then, students will recognize that sexual orientation is an
interpersonal feeling—how we feel towards others. Finally, students will explore the history of
gender roles and the individuals who have fought for their rights. Written in a simplified vocabulary
and comprised of reading passages, graphic organizers, real-world activities, crossword, word
search and comprehension quiz.

owls in the family by farley mowat: Geometry - Task & Drill Sheets Gr. PK-2 Mary
Rosenberg, 2011-01-31 Help beginner learners gain confidence by becoming familiar with basic
shapes. Our resource introduces the mathematical concepts taken from real-life experiences, and
provides warm-up and timed practice questions to strengthen procedural proficiency skills. Use
different shapes to make a robot or house. Describe where each shape is found in a picture.
Transform a shape by turning it, sliding it, or flipping it. Draw the missing half of a symmetrical
shape. Match items in your classroom with certain shapes. Identify circles from squares and
triangles. Count the number of sides and corners of plane shapes. Count the number of edges, faces
and corners of solid shapes. The task and drill sheets provide a leveled approach to learning,
starting with prekindergarten and increasing in difficulty to grade 2. Aligned to your State
Standards and meeting the concepts addressed by the NCTM standards, reproducible task sheets,
drill sheets, review and answer key are included.

owls in the family by farley mowat: Culture, Society & Globalization Gr. 5-8 Erika
Gasper-Gombatz, 2010-01-01 Help students make informed decisions about civil matters and
lifestyle choices that affect themselves and the world. Our resource provides students with the
building blocks to understand the debates and issues surrounding globalization. Go back in time to
experience the influence of the Ottoman Empire on the greater world. Debate the pros and cons of
globalization in today's world. Conduct a survey at your school to find out whether mother languages
are being passed down to current generations. Explore the negative impacts of the spread of
Western culture to the rest of the world. Plan international vacations for people that minimize the
negative impacts of tourist activity on indigenous and local populations. Find out how globalization
can cause the spread of infectious diseases to occur more quickly. Watch the world come together to
deal with the global issue of Climate Change. Represent a nation during a United Nations meeting to
draft additions to human rights law. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's
Taxonomy, additional hands-on activities, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer
key are also included.
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