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**Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022: Everything You Need to Know**

motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 offers an insightful and practical approach for motorhome
enthusiasts eager to tow a dinghy, or a small car, behind their campervans. Whether you’re a seasoned
traveler or a newbie planning your first road trip, understanding the ins and outs of dinghy towing is essential
for safety, legality, and convenience. This comprehensive guide breaks down everything from the basics of dinghy
towing, vehicle compatibility, and legal requirements to maintenance tips and real-world advice to make your
journey smoother.

---

Understanding Dinghy Towing: The Basics

Dinghy towing, also known as flat towing or four-down towing, involves towing a small car or vehicle behind
a motorhome with all four wheels on the ground. It’s a popular choice for motorhome owners who want a
second vehicle for local errands, exploring towns, or just having an extra ride without the hassle of parking a
large motorhome everywhere.

Why Tow a Dinghy?

Towing a dinghy offers flexibility. Instead of maneuvering your large motorhome through narrow streets or
congested areas, you can simply unhook your dinghy and use it independently. It also allows you to save on
fuel and parking fees, and it enhances the overall travel experience by giving you freedom to explore off the
beaten path.

---

Key Considerations from the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing
Guide 2022

When diving into dinghy towing, several factors must be taken into account to ensure a safe and legal journey.
The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 highlights these crucial points:

Vehicle Compatibility and Towing Capacity

Not all vehicles can be towed as dinghies. The guide stresses the importance of checking both your motorhome’s
towing capacity and the dinghy’s suitability for flat towing. Common dinghy vehicles include compact cars and
SUVs with manual transmissions, though some automatics can be adapted with modifications.

Towing Capacity: Always confirm the Gross Combined Weight Rating (GCWR) of your motorhome and
ensure it can safely tow the dinghy.

Transmission Type: Manual transmissions are generally easier and safer for dinghy towing, but some
automatics are towable with proper equipment.



Vehicle Modifications: Certain vehicles may require base plates, tow bars, or supplemental braking
systems to comply with towing regulations.

Legal Requirements and Road Safety

Legalities around dinghy towing can vary by region, and the motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022
emphasizes the need to stay informed. In many places, towing a dinghy requires:

Proper registration and insurance coverage for both vehicles.

Functional lighting on the dinghy—usually achieved with magnetic or wired light boards.

A supplemental braking system on the dinghy vehicle, especially if it exceeds a certain weight.

Speed restrictions and specific towing equipment standards to ensure safety on public roads.

Ignoring these rules can result in fines or dangerous driving situations, so double-check local laws before
hitting the road.

---

Choosing the Right Equipment for Dinghy Towing

The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 delves into the essential gear needed for a successful
towing setup. Here’s a breakdown of the equipment you’ll want to consider:

Tow Bars and Base Plates

A tow bar connects your motorhome to the dinghy car, allowing it to be pulled safely. Base plates are
custom-fitted brackets mounted on the dinghy, providing secure attachment points for the tow bar. Choosing
the correct tow bar and base plate combination is crucial, and many companies offer kits tailored to specific
vehicle models.

Safety Chains and Breakaway Systems

Safety chains provide a backup connection if the tow bar fails, preventing the dinghy from detaching completely.
Breakaway systems automatically engage the dinghy’s brakes if it becomes disconnected from the motorhome,
adding an extra layer of protection.

Lighting and Wiring Kits

To comply with road safety laws, the dinghy’s rear lights need to operate in sync with the motorhome’s.
Magnetic light boards are a popular easy option, but hardwired lighting kits offer a more permanent and reliable
solution.



Supplemental Braking Systems

Many regions require a supplemental braking system on the dinghy when it exceeds a specific weight limit. These
systems activate the dinghy’s brakes when the motorhome slows down, reducing strain on the motorhome’s
brakes and improving overall control.

---

Preparing Your Motorhome and Dinghy for the Road

Preparation is key when it comes to dinghy towing. The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 shares
practical advice on how to get ready for your trip:

Pre-Tow Inspection Checklist

Before setting off, conduct a thorough check:

Verify all tow connections are secure and safety chains are properly attached.

Test lighting systems to ensure brake lights, turn signals, and tail lights on the dinghy are working
correctly.

Check tire pressures on both vehicles to recommended levels.

Confirm that the dinghy’s transmission is in neutral (or as per manufacturer guidelines) and the parking
brake is disengaged.

Ensure the supplemental braking system is functional and ready.

Driving Tips When Towing a Dinghy

Towing a dinghy changes your vehicle dynamics. The guide recommends:

Allowing extra distance for braking since your combined weight increases.

Making wider turns to accommodate the length of the combined vehicles.

Driving at moderate speeds as higher velocities can stress towing equipment and reduce control.

Being mindful of crosswinds and road conditions, which can affect stability.

---



Maintaining Your Dinghy Towing Setup

Regular maintenance keeps your towing experience safe and trouble-free. The motorhome magazine dinghy towing
guide 2022 points out several maintenance tips:

Routine Equipment Checks

Inspect the tow bar, base plates, and safety chains for wear and tear or corrosion. Lubricate moving parts as
recommended and replace any damaged components promptly.

Tire and Brake Care

Both the motorhome and dinghy tires should be checked regularly, especially on long trips. Pay special
attention to the dinghy’s brakes and braking system to ensure reliable performance.

Electrical System Maintenance

Check wiring connections and light boards frequently to avoid electrical failures. Clean contacts and
connectors to prevent corrosion, especially after driving in wet or salty conditions.

---

Real-Life Insights from Dinghy Towing Enthusiasts

The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 includes valuable anecdotes and advice from experienced
travelers. Many emphasize the importance of practice and patience when learning to tow a dinghy, suggesting:

- Start with short drives in safe areas to get comfortable with handling.
- Invest in quality gear to minimize issues on the road.
- Join RV forums and communities to share experiences and tips.
- Always plan routes considering towing restrictions and service areas.

These real-world insights help bridge the gap between theory and practice, making your dinghy towing adventure
more enjoyable.

---

Traveling with a dinghy behind your motorhome opens up a world of convenience and freedom. By following the
motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 and paying close attention to vehicle compatibility, legalities,
equipment, and maintenance, you’ll ensure a safer and more pleasant journey every time you hit the road.
Whether you’re exploring scenic byways or bustling towns, having your dinghy ready to roll alongside your
motorhome truly enhances the spirit of adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022?

The Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 is a comprehensive resource published by Motorhome
Magazine that provides detailed information, tips, and advice on safely towing dinghies behind motorhomes.

Which types of dinghies are covered in the 2022 towing guide?

The guide covers a wide variety of dinghies including small cars, SUVs, and compact vehicles that can be
towed behind motorhomes, detailing their compatibility and towing requirements.

Does the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 include legal
towing regulations?

Yes, the guide includes up-to-date legal regulations and requirements for towing dinghies in the UK and Europe,
ensuring motorhome owners comply with the law.

What safety tips does the 2022 dinghy towing guide provide?

The guide offers safety tips such as proper hitching techniques, brake system requirements, lighting, weight
distribution, and regular maintenance checks to ensure safe towing of dinghies.

Are there recommendations for the best tow bars in the Motorhome Magazine
Dinghy Towing Guide 2022?

Yes, the guide reviews and recommends various tow bars suitable for dinghy towing, highlighting their features,
installation ease, and compatibility with different motorhomes and dinghies.

How does the guide address insurance considerations for dinghy towing?

The 2022 guide advises on insurance requirements, emphasizing the need to inform insurers about towing a dinghy
and ensuring the policy covers any potential liabilities or damages.

Is there advice on maintaining dinghies while they are being towed?

Yes, the guide includes maintenance advice such as checking tire pressures, securing loose items, and inspecting
towing connections regularly to prevent breakdowns during travel.

Does the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022 provide user
experiences or testimonials?

The guide features testimonials and case studies from motorhome owners who share their experiences and
practical tips for successful dinghy towing.

Where can I purchase or access the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing
Guide 2022?

The guide is available through Motorhome Magazine’s official website, in print editions, and sometimes as a
downloadable PDF for subscribers or purchasers.



Additional Resources
Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide 2022: Essential Insights for Safe and Efficient Towing

motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 provides an authoritative resource for motorhome enthusiasts
seeking to understand the complexities and best practices of dinghy towing. As more travelers opt for the
convenience of towing a small car behind their motorhome, knowing the technical, legal, and practical
considerations becomes paramount. This detailed guide investigates the nuances of dinghy towing, including
vehicle compatibility, towing equipment, safety protocols, and regulatory compliance, helping readers make
informed decisions for their next adventure.

Understanding Dinghy Towing: What Motorhome Magazine Dinghy
Towing Guide 2022 Highlights

Dinghy towing, commonly referred to as “flat towing” or “four-down towing,” involves pulling a vehicle behind
a motorhome with all four wheels on the ground. This method contrasts with other towing techniques such as
trailer towing or dolly towing, offering unique benefits and challenges. The Motorhome Magazine dinghy towing
guide 2022 delves into these distinctions, emphasizing that not all vehicles are suitable for flat towing.

One key takeaway from the guide is the importance of verifying a vehicle’s manufacturer recommendations
regarding dinghy towing. Many modern cars, especially those with automatic transmissions or complex
drivetrains, require specific modifications or may not be suitable for flat towing at all. The guide stresses
consulting both the motorhome’s and the towed vehicle’s owners manuals to ensure compatibility and avoid
costly damages.

Vehicle Compatibility and Preparation

The Motorhome Magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 underscores that selecting the right dinghy car is crucial
to a successful tow. Typically, manual transmission vehicles or models specifically designed for flat towing
are ideal candidates. Popular choices among motorhome owners include Jeep Wranglers, certain Ford models like
the Ford Explorer, and smaller SUVs.

Preparation of the dinghy vehicle involves several technical steps:

Transmission considerations: Many automatic vehicles require transmission lubrication pumps or driveline
disconnects to prevent damage.

Braking systems: Supplemental braking systems are often mandatory by law and critical for safety,
ensuring the towed vehicle slows in sync with the motorhome.

Lighting connections: The guide highlights the necessity of wiring kits to synchronize brake lights, turn
signals, and parking lights between the motorhome and the dinghy.

Safety chains and tow bars: The importance of high-quality, rated tow bars and safety chains to
secure the dinghy vehicle is thoroughly examined.

Legal and Safety Considerations in Dinghy Towing

Beyond mechanical compatibility, Motorhome Magazine’s dinghy towing guide 2022 offers a comprehensive look



at the legal frameworks governing dinghy towing across different regions. Laws vary significantly by state
and country, affecting everything from required lighting setups to brake system mandates.

Braking Requirements and Supplemental Brake Systems

One of the most critical legal requirements involves braking. Many jurisdictions mandate that the towed
vehicle must have a supplemental braking system capable of activating the dinghy’s brakes in tandem with the
motorhome. The guide evaluates popular supplemental brake options, including:

Electric-over-hydraulic systems: These systems operate by activating hydraulic brakes on the dinghy
car, offering smooth and responsive braking.

Electric drum brakes: Designed for vehicles with drum brakes, these systems provide reliable stopping
power.

Portable brake systems: These are non-permanent, easily installed setups favored for their flexibility.

The Motorhome Magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 also stresses proper installation and regular testing of
braking systems as a safety imperative.

Weight Limits and Towing Capacities

Weight management is another focal point. The guide advises motorhome owners to carefully account for the
combined weight of the dinghy vehicle, tow bar, and supplemental equipment to ensure compliance with the
motorhome’s towing capacity. Overloading can lead to compromised handling, increased wear, and heightened
risk of accidents.

Essential Equipment and Installation Best Practices

Equipping the motorhome and dinghy vehicle with the correct hardware is critical for safe and efficient towing.
The guide outlines the key components:

Tow bars: The choice between aluminum and steel tow bars, their weight ratings, and ease of use are
discussed in detail.

Base plates: Custom-fitted base plates anchor the tow bar to the dinghy car, ensuring stability and
ease of attachment.

Wiring kits: These kits connect the motorhome’s electrical system to the dinghy vehicle, synchronizing
lighting and signals.

Safety accessories: Items such as breakaway switches, supplemental braking controllers, and safety
cables are emphasized for legal compliance and peace of mind.

Motorhome Magazine’s dinghy towing guide 2022 also recommends professional installation for complex
setups, particularly for electrical wiring and braking systems, to avoid malfunctions and ensure adherence to
manufacturer specifications.



Comparative Analysis of Popular Tow Bars

Selecting the appropriate tow bar is a decision that affects both ease of use and safety. The guide compares
several top-rated tow bars in 2022 based on factors such as weight capacity, material durability, ease of
hookup, and price point. For instance, aluminum tow bars are praised for being lightweight and corrosion-
resistant but may have lower weight limits than their steel counterparts.

Operational Tips for Motorhome Owners

Operating a motorhome with a dinghy vehicle in tow requires adjustments in driving habits. The Motorhome
Magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 offers practical advice on:

Acceleration and braking: Allowing greater stopping distances and gradual acceleration to maintain
control.

Turning radius: Accounting for the increased length of the combined vehicle.

Speed limits: Adhering to lower speed limits applicable to vehicles towing trailers or dinghies.

Regular inspections: Routinely checking tow bar connections, lighting, and the supplemental brake system
during travel.

The guide also encourages motorhome owners to practice towing in low-traffic areas before embarking on long
journeys to build confidence and familiarity with the setup.

Maintenance and Storage Recommendations

Proper maintenance extends the life of towing equipment and enhances safety. Motorhome Magazine’s dinghy
towing guide 2022 recommends:

Cleaning and lubricating tow bar components regularly.

Inspecting wiring and connectors for corrosion or damage.

Testing supplemental brakes periodically to ensure responsiveness.

Storing equipment in dry, secure locations when not in use to prevent wear and tear.

These practices contribute to a trouble-free towing experience and reduce the likelihood of mechanical failure
on the road.

The insights provided by the Motorhome Magazine dinghy towing guide 2022 form a comprehensive knowledge
base for anyone considering or currently engaged in dinghy towing. By thoroughly evaluating vehicle
compatibility, legal requirements, equipment choices, and operational techniques, motorhome owners can
enhance both their safety and enjoyment while traveling with a dinghy vehicle in tow.
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  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022: Trailer Life's 10 Year Towing Guide
Trailer Life Enterprises, Trailer Life Enterprises Staff, 2006-06-07 With over 7 million RVs and RVers
on the road, safety is more important than ever. With that in mind, Trailer Life offers a
comprehensive guide to manufacturers' recommendations on the capabilities of towed and towing
vehicles. The ratings include passenger cars, light trucks, vans, and sports utility vehicles. The one
single source for this information in summary form, this easy-to-use book is a must-have for any
trailer owner, helping them make intelligent, safe, and accurate choices when choosing an RV or
dinghy vehicle.
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide 2022: Trailer Life's Towing Guide , 1999
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