
john tosh the pursuit of history
John Tosh and The Pursuit of History: Understanding the Craft of Historical Study

john tosh the pursuit of history stands as a pivotal reference in the world of historical studies. For
anyone intrigued by how historians work, why history matters, or how one can engage critically with
the past, John Tosh’s insights provide a clear and accessible pathway. His book, *The Pursuit of
History*, is not only a guide to understanding history as a discipline but also a reflection on the
challenges, methodologies, and purposes that shape historical inquiry. In this article, we’ll delve into
the essence of John Tosh’s work, exploring why it remains significant for students, educators, and
history enthusiasts alike.

Who is John Tosh?

Before diving into the core themes of *The Pursuit of History*, it’s valuable to know a bit about the
author himself. John Tosh is a renowned British historian and academic whose expertise lies primarily
in social history. Over the decades, Tosh has contributed extensively to making history accessible and
engaging, particularly through his teaching and writing. His ability to demystify complex historical
methods and encourage critical thinking has cemented his reputation as a leading figure in historical
education.

The Essence of The Pursuit of History

At its heart, *The Pursuit of History* is a book that invites readers to understand history not as a static
collection of dates and events but as a dynamic, interpretive process. Tosh challenges the notion that
history is merely about memorizing facts. Instead, he presents it as an active dialogue between the
past and the present. This perspective encourages readers to think critically about sources,
narratives, and the very nature of historical knowledge.

Understanding History as a Discipline

One of the central themes that John Tosh emphasizes is the nature of history as a discipline. He
explains that history is fundamentally different from other subjects because it relies on interpreting
evidence from the past, often incomplete or biased. This makes historical study both a science and an
art, where rigorous analysis meets creative interpretation. Readers learn to question where the
evidence comes from, who recorded it, and why, which builds a nuanced understanding of how
history is constructed.

Sources and Evidence in Historical Study

Tosh’s discussion about sources is especially enlightening for anyone new to studying history. He



breaks down the types of sources historians use—primary and secondary—and how these materials
require different approaches. Primary sources, such as letters, official records, or artifacts, provide
direct windows into the past but must be scrutinized carefully for bias or context. Secondary sources,
written by other historians, offer interpretations that need to be evaluated critically. By exploring this,
John Tosh helps readers appreciate the detective-like work involved in piecing together historical
narratives.

Why The Pursuit of History Matters Today

In a world saturated with information and competing narratives, the ability to engage critically with
history is more important than ever. John Tosh’s work encourages readers to be aware of the ways
history can be used—or misused—in public discourse, politics, and culture. Understanding the pursuit
of history equips individuals to question popular myths, challenge stereotypes, and appreciate the
complexity of human experience.

The Role of Interpretation and Bias

A key insight from Tosh’s book is that history is never completely objective. Every historian brings
their own perspective, and every era interprets the past differently. Recognizing this helps readers
see that history is a living conversation, shaped by changing values and new discoveries. This
awareness fosters a more sophisticated engagement with historical texts and media, encouraging
readers to seek multiple viewpoints and question simplistic narratives.

History as a Tool for Understanding Society

Beyond academic interest, John Tosh highlights history’s practical value in understanding
contemporary society. By tracing social, political, and cultural developments, history offers context for
current issues and challenges. Whether examining class, gender, race, or national identity, historical
awareness deepens empathy and informs citizenship. This broader perspective is crucial in education
and public life, making Tosh’s work relevant far beyond university classrooms.

Practical Tips from John Tosh for Aspiring Historians

For students or hobbyists keen on diving into historical research, *The Pursuit of History* offers
practical guidance that remains relevant. Here are a few takeaways inspired by Tosh’s approach:

Question everything: Always consider who created a source, for what purpose, and with what
limitations.

Look for multiple perspectives: Avoid relying on a single narrative and seek out diverse
viewpoints to build a richer understanding.



Contextualize events: Understand the broader social, economic, and political environment to
grasp why things happened the way they did.

Be cautious with generalizations: History is full of complexities and exceptions, so avoid
oversimplified conclusions.

Engage with historiography: Study how interpretations of history have changed over time to
appreciate the evolving nature of the discipline.

John Tosh’s Influence on Historical Education

One reason *The Pursuit of History* remains a staple in history curricula worldwide is its accessibility.
Tosh writes in a conversational tone that welcomes readers regardless of their prior knowledge. His
emphasis on critical thinking and historiographical awareness has shaped how history is taught,
encouraging educators to move beyond rote learning toward cultivating analytical skills.

Encouraging Active Learning

Tosh advocates for engaging students as active participants in the historical process. This means
encouraging them to analyze sources themselves, debate interpretations, and even understand their
own biases. Such an approach transforms history from a passive subject into an interactive pursuit,
aligning perfectly with the book’s title—history as a pursuit, not a mere acquisition.

Bridging the Gap Between Past and Present

By stressing the relevance of history to contemporary issues, John Tosh’s work bridges the gap often
felt by students between the past and their lives today. This approach fosters a deeper appreciation
for history’s role in shaping identity, culture, and society. It also motivates learners to become
informed citizens who understand the complexities behind current events.

Exploring Further: Related Works and Resources

For those fascinated by *john tosh the pursuit of history*, there are many complementary resources
that expand on similar themes. Books on historiography, social history, and critical theory offer
further tools for understanding how history is made and why it matters. Additionally, online archives,
historical databases, and academic journals provide endless opportunities to practice the skills Tosh
champions.

Engaging with history through podcasts, documentaries, or museum visits can also enrich one’s
perspective, making the pursuit of history a multifaceted and ongoing adventure.



As readers immerse themselves in John Tosh’s work and beyond, they join a vibrant community of
learners dedicated to unraveling the past with curiosity and care. This pursuit is not just an academic
exercise but a meaningful journey that connects us across time and space.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is John Tosh?
John Tosh is a prominent British historian known for his work in social history and his influential
writings on historical methods and the practice of history.

What is 'The Pursuit of History' by John Tosh about?
'The Pursuit of History' is a seminal book by John Tosh that explores the methods, purposes, and
challenges of studying and writing history, making it a key text for students and historians alike.

Why is 'The Pursuit of History' considered important in
historical studies?
The book is important because it provides a clear and accessible introduction to the techniques and
debates within historical research, helping readers understand how historians interpret sources and
construct narratives.

How many editions of 'The Pursuit of History' are there?
As of recent years, 'The Pursuit of History' has been published in several editions, with the 6th edition
released in 2010, reflecting updates and new insights in the field of history.

What topics does John Tosh cover in 'The Pursuit of History'?
John Tosh covers topics such as the nature of historical evidence, different types of sources,
historiography, the role of interpretation, and the ethical responsibilities of historians.

Is 'The Pursuit of History' suitable for beginners?
Yes, 'The Pursuit of History' is widely recommended for beginners and students of history because it
explains complex ideas about historical methodology in an accessible and engaging manner.

How does John Tosh approach the concept of objectivity in
history?
John Tosh discusses the challenges of achieving absolute objectivity in history, emphasizing that
historians' perspectives and contexts influence their interpretations, but rigorous methods can help
maintain fairness and accuracy.



Can 'The Pursuit of History' be used as a textbook?
Yes, many universities and colleges use 'The Pursuit of History' as a core textbook in history courses
to introduce students to the discipline's key concepts and research practices.

Where can I find 'The Pursuit of History' by John Tosh?
The book is available for purchase through major book retailers, academic bookstores, and online
platforms like Amazon. It is also often available in university libraries and digital academic resources.

Additional Resources
**John Tosh The Pursuit of History: A Scholarly Exploration**

john tosh the pursuit of history stands as a seminal work in the field of historiography, offering
insightful reflections on the nature, purpose, and methodologies of history itself. As a distinguished
historian and academic, John Tosh has crafted a text that not only serves as an introduction to
historical study but also challenges readers to reconsider what it means to engage with the past. This
article delves into the core themes and contributions of "The Pursuit of History," examining its
relevance in contemporary historical scholarship and its impact on students and professionals alike.

Understanding John Tosh’s Approach to History

At its essence, John Tosh’s "The Pursuit of History" is an exploration of history as both a discipline and
a craft. Unlike traditional textbooks that focus predominantly on chronological events or specific
historical narratives, Tosh’s work interrogates how historians construct knowledge about the past. He
emphasizes that history is not a static record but a dynamic dialogue between evidence,
interpretation, and contemporary perspectives.

One of the key features that distinguishes Tosh’s work is his insistence on the critical role of the
historian’s subjectivity. He argues that while historians strive for objectivity, their backgrounds,
biases, and the contexts in which they write invariably shape their interpretations. This candid
acknowledgment of historiographical subjectivity encourages readers to approach historical texts with
a more nuanced understanding, recognizing the interplay between fact and interpretation.

Historiography and the Writing of History

John Tosh’s "The Pursuit of History" offers a comprehensive overview of historiography—the study of
how history is written and understood across different periods and cultures. He traces the evolution of
historical writing from the classical era through to modern times, illustrating how shifting intellectual
paradigms influence historical narratives.

The book highlights the transition from history as a mere chronicle of events to history as a critical
inquiry into causation, significance, and meaning. Tosh stresses the importance of diverse sources,
including oral testimonies, material culture, and digital archives, expanding the historian’s toolkit



beyond traditional documents. This broadening of source materials reflects the changing landscape of
historical research and resonates with contemporary academic trends.

Key Themes in "The Pursuit of History"

Several interrelated themes run throughout John Tosh’s work, each adding depth to the
understanding of history as a discipline:

The nature of historical evidence: Tosh explores the challenges historians face in
interpreting incomplete, biased, or contradictory sources, underscoring the necessity of critical
analysis and corroboration.

The role of narrative: The book delves into how historians shape narratives to make sense of
complex pasts, highlighting the tension between storytelling and analytical rigor.

History and memory: Tosh examines the relationship between history, collective memory,
and identity, discussing how societies remember or forget certain events.

Ethical considerations: The text addresses the responsibilities of historians in representing
the past accurately and respectfully, particularly in contexts involving trauma or contested
histories.

These themes collectively reinforce the idea that history is not merely about facts but about
interpretation, meaning, and the ongoing pursuit of understanding.

Pedagogical Influence and Accessibility

One of the enduring strengths of "The Pursuit of History" is its accessibility without sacrificing
intellectual rigor. Tosh’s clear prose and methodical structure make complex historiographical
debates approachable for undergraduate students and novice historians. This has contributed to the
book’s widespread adoption in university courses worldwide.

Furthermore, Tosh integrates practical advice on research techniques, note-taking, and source
evaluation, which are invaluable for emerging historians. His balanced treatment of theory and
practice equips readers to critically engage with both primary and secondary sources, fostering
analytical skills essential for historical inquiry.

Comparative Insights: John Tosh Versus Other
Historiographical Texts

When placed alongside other foundational texts in historiography, such as E.H. Carr’s "What is



History?" or Peter Burke’s "History and Social Theory," Tosh’s "The Pursuit of History" occupies a
distinctive niche. While Carr famously grapples with the subjectivity of history and the historian’s role,
Tosh extends this conversation by providing more practical guidance and a wider survey of
historiographical traditions.

Unlike Burke, who situates history within broader social theories, Tosh maintains a focus on the
historian’s craft and the methodological challenges faced in everyday research. This practical
orientation makes his book particularly useful for students beginning their journey into historical
studies, as well as for educators seeking to bridge theory and application.

Strengths and Limitations

The strengths of John Tosh’s "The Pursuit of History" are manifold:

Comprehensive coverage: It addresses both philosophical questions and practical skills.

Clear and engaging writing: The style is accessible yet thoughtfully nuanced.

Wide applicability: Useful for students, educators, and even seasoned historians revisiting
foundational principles.

However, the text is not without limitations. Some critics point out that while Tosh acknowledges the
influence of postmodernism and cultural history, these topics receive less detailed treatment
compared to traditional political or social history frameworks. Additionally, as historiography
continues to evolve rapidly with digital humanities and global perspectives, future editions may need
to expand on these emerging trends more fully.

The Legacy of John Tosh’s "The Pursuit of History"

Since its first publication, "The Pursuit of History" has become a cornerstone text in historical
education. Its influence extends beyond the classroom, shaping how professional historians reflect on
their practices and the ethical dimensions of their work. By framing history as an ongoing pursuit
rather than a fixed body of knowledge, Tosh invites continual questioning and critical
engagement—qualities that remain vital in an age of information overload and contested narratives.

Moreover, the book’s emphasis on the historian’s active role in shaping understanding encourages a
more democratic and inclusive approach to history. It opens the door for diverse voices and
methodologies, reflecting the pluralistic nature of the past and its interpretation.

In sum, "john tosh the pursuit of history" remains a vital resource for anyone seeking to grasp the
complexities of historical study. Its balanced approach, combining theory, methodology, and ethical
reflection, ensures its place as a foundational text in the field of historiography for years to come.



John Tosh The Pursuit Of History

  john tosh the pursuit of history: The Pursuit of History John Tosh, 2013-08-21 This classic
introduction to the study of history invites the reader to stand back and consider some of its most
fundamental questions - What is the point of studying history? How do we know about the past?
Does an objective historical truth exist and can we ever access it? In answering these central
questions, John Tosh argues that, despite the impression of fragmentation created by
postmodernism in recent years, history is a coherent discipline which still bears the imprint of its
nineteenth-century origins. Consistently clear-sighted, he provides a lively and compelling guide to a
complex and sometimes controversial subject, while making his readers vividly aware of just how far
our historical knowledge is conditioned by the character of the sources and the methods of the
historians who work on them. The fifth edition has been revised and updated throughout, with the
addition of new sections on: · Global history · Comparative history · Postcolonialism · Women’s and
gender history · Oral history and memory Lucid and engaging, this new edition retains all the
user-friendly features that have helped to make this book a favourite with both students and
lecturers, including marginal glosses, illustrations, suggested further reading and boxed guides to
key events and people.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: The Pursuit of History John Tosh, 2002 This is a revised third
edition of the best-selling introduction to the practice of history. Since first publication in 1990, John
Tosh's groundbreaking guide to the study of history has helped readers find their way around
difficult and sometimes controversial topics. Noted for its clarity, breadth and even-handedness,
regular revision of the text has ensured it remains completely up-to-date. Clearly structured
throughout to lead the reader progressively through the issues, the book's judicious, non-polemical
approach makes it a reliable and trusted resource. For readers interested in historiography.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: The Pursuit of History John Tosh, 2015-02-11 This classic
introduction to the study of history invites the reader to stand back and consider some of its most
fundamental questions - what is the point of studying history? How do we know about the past? Does
an objective historical truth exist and can we ever access it? In answering these central questions,
John Tosh argues that, despite the impression of fragmentation created by postmodernism in recent
years, history is a coherent discipline which still bears the imprint of its nineteenth-century origins.
Consistently clear-sighted, he provides a lively and compelling guide to a complex and sometimes
controversial subject, while making his readers vividly aware of just how far our historical
knowledge is conditioned by the character of the sources and the methods of the historians who
work on them. The sixth edition has been revised and updated with key new material including: - a
brand new chapter on public history - sections on digitised sources and historical controversy -
discussion of topics including transnational history and the nature of the archive - an expanded
range of examples and case studies - a comprehensive companion website providing valuable
supporting material, study questions and a bank of primary sources. Lucid and engaging, this edition
retains all the user-friendly features that have helped to make this book a favourite with both
students and lecturers, including marginal glosses, illustrations and suggestions for further reading.
Along with its companion website, this is an essential guide to the theory and practice of history.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: Why History Matters John Tosh, 2019-03-19 Does history
matter? Is it anything more than entertainment? And if so, what practical relevance does it have? In
this fully revised second edition of a seminal text, John Tosh persuasively argues that history is
central to an informed and critical understanding of topical issues in the present. Including a range
of contemporary examples from Brexit to child sexual abuse to the impact of the internet, this is an
important and practical introduction for all students of history. Inspiring and empowering, this book
provides both students and general readers with a stimulating and practical rationale for the study
of history. It is essential reading for all undergraduate students of history who require an engaging
introduction to the subject. New to this Edition: - Illustrative examples and case studies are fully

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-185/john-tosh-the-pursuit-of-history.pdf


updated - Features a postscript on British historians and Brexit - Bibliography is heavily revised
  john tosh the pursuit of history: The Nature of History Reader Keith Jenkins, Alun Munslow,
2004 The question of what the nature of history is, is a key issue for all students of history. It is
recognized by many that the past and history are different phenomena and that the way the past is
actively historicized can be highly problematic and contested.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: Deconstructing Sport History Murray G. Phillips, 2012-02-01
This groundbreaking collection challenges the accepted principles and practices of sport history and
encourages sport historians to be more adventurous in their representations of the sporting past in
the present. Encompassing a wide range of critical approaches, leading international sport
historians reflect on theory, practice, and the future of sport history. They survey the field of sport
history since its inception, examine the principles that have governed the production of knowledge
in sport history, and address the central concerns raised by the postmodern challenge to history.
Sharing a common desire to critique contemporary practices in sport history, the contributors raise
the level of critical analysis of the production of historical knowledge, provide examples of
approaches by those who have struggled with or adapted to the postmodern challenge, and open up
new avenues for future sport historians to follow.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: A New Documentary History of Hong Kong, 1945–1997
Florence Mok, Fung Chi Keung Charles, 2025-03-17 In A New Documentary History of Hong Kong,
1945–1997, Florence Mok, Fung Chi Keung Charles, and other contributors analyse newly released
archival records from the National Archives in London, the Government Records Service in Hong
Kong, and other sources across the world. This documentary collection provides an updated and
improved understanding of basic aspects of the city such as governance, economy, society, and
culture. It also aims at investigating topics that are under-exploited in previous sourcebooks, such as
race and diasporas, gender and familial relations, medicine and healthcare, and environment and
natural disasters. Overall, this book offers an innovative and comprehensive long-term perspective of
Hong Kong’s colonial history. ‘This book is far more than a collection of historical documents; it is a
new history of Hong Kong from 1945 to 1997. As useful as these sources are for telling the history of
Hong Kong during this period, just as valuable are the introductions and commentaries by the
contributors. For while these sources tell us much about Hong Kong, this book is a powerful
testament to the fact that it is historians who make historical documents speak and who give them
meaning.’ —John M. Carroll, University of Hong Kong ‘I find a commitment to academic sharing and
altruism among the editors and contributors of this sourcebook. They shared with us the documents
they covered in their own research. They identified those that were most relevant to capturing the
essential features of Hong Kong society in their chosen areas of study.’ —Tai-lok Lui, Education
University of Hong Kong ‘A significant contribution from a new generation of Hong Kong historians,
this collective effort provides clear and concise accounts of various aspects of Hong Kong’s history.
Their insights and meticulous work in uncovering archival materials and documentary sources will
enable further inquiry and foster nuanced discussions among history enthusiasts and scholars.’
—Ray Yep, University of Bristol
  john tosh the pursuit of history: The Houses of History Anna Green, Kathleen Troup,
1999-03 Provides a comprehensive introduction to the twelve schools of thought which have had the
greatest influence on the study of history in the twentieth century. Ranging from Empiricism to
Postcolonialism, Marxism to the Ethnohistorians, each chapter begins with an introduction to the
particular school, the main protagonists, the critics, and is followed by a useful section of further
readings. From the classic, such as G. R. Elton's England Under the Tudors and E. P. Thompson's
The Making of the English Working Class, to the recent, such as Henrietta Whiteman's White Buffalo
Woman and Judith Walkowitz's City of Dreadful Delight, the diverse selections collected here bring
together the leading historians and theorists of the century.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: Transport and Its Place in History David Turner,
2020-06-07 Transport and mobility history is one of the most exciting areas of historical research at
the present. As its scope expands, it entices scholars working in fields as diverse as historical



geography, management studies, sociology, industrial archaeology, cultural and literary studies,
ethnography, and anthropology, as well as those working in various strands of historical research.
Containing contributions exploring transport and mobility history after 1800, this volume of eclectic
chapters shows how new subjects are explored, new sources are being encountered, considered and
used, and how increasingly diverse and innovative methodological lenses are applied to both new
and well-travelled subjects. From canals to Concorde, from freight to passengers, from screen to
literature, the contents of this book will therefore not only demonstrate the cutting edge of research,
and deliver valuable new insights into the role and position of transport and mobility in history, but
it will also evidence the many and varied directions and possibilities that exist for the field’s future
development.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: ,
  john tosh the pursuit of history: Historical Theory Mary Fulbrook, 2003-10-04 A highly
original argument about the 'fact or fiction' debate which takes a fresh look at major debates on the
nature of history and the dilemmas facing historians today.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: Making Sport History Pascal Delheye, 2014-05-23 The
field of sport history is a relatively new research domain, situated at the intersection of a number of
disciplines and sub-disciplines. This interdisciplinarity has created interesting avenues for growth
and fresh thinking but also inherent problems of coherence and identity. Making Sport History
examines the development of an academic community around sport history, exploring the roots of
the discipline, its current boundaries, borders and challenges, and looking ahead at future
prospects. Written by a team of world-leading sport historians, with commentaries from scholars
working outside of the sport historical mainstream, the book considers key themes in the
historiography of sport, including: The relationship between history, sport studies and physical
education Comparative analysis of the role of historians in the writing of sport history Modern and
post-modern approaches to sport history Race, gender and the sport historical establishment The
role of scholarly organisations, conferences and journals in discipline-building Presenting new
perspectives on what constitutes sport history and its core methodologies, the book helps explain
why historians have become interested in sport, why they’ve chosen the topics they have, and how
their work has influenced the wider world of history and been influenced by it. Making Sport History
is essential reading for any advanced student, scholar or researcher with an interest in sport history,
historiography, or the history and philosophy of the social sciences.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: The Making of Modern Irish History D. George Boyce, Alan
O'Day, 2006-09-07 This volume brings together distinguished historians of Ireland, each of whom
tackles a key question, issue or event in Irish history since the eighteenth century and: * examines
its historiography * assesses the context of new interpretations * considers the strengths and
weaknesses of revisionist ideas * offers their own interpretation. Topics covered are not only of
historical interest but, in the context of recent revisionist debates, of contemporary political
significance. These original contributions take account of new evidence and perspectives, as well as
up-to-date historical methodology. Their combination of synthesis and analysis represent a valuable
guide to the present state of the writing of modern Irish history.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: Churchill’s Socialism Siân Adiseshiah, 2020-06-12 Although
now celebrated as a world-leading playwright, Caryl Churchill has received little attention for her
socialism, which has been frequently overlooked in favour of emphasising gendered identities and
postmodernist themes. Churchill’s Socialism examines eight of Churchill’s plays with reference to
socialist theories and political movements. This well-researched and dynamic new book reframes
Churchill’s work, positioning her plays within socialist discourses, and producing persuasive political
readings of her drama that reflect much more of the political challenge that the plays pose. It
additionally explores her uneasy relationship with postmodernism, which presents itself particularly
in Churchill’s later plays. The book contains a very helpful chapter on socialist contexts, which
outlines some of the key events, debates, and movements during the late 1960s up until the early
2000s. This chapter also offers an incisive critique of the easy acceptance by some socialists of a



postmodernist rejection of grand narratives and political agency. An in depth examination of the
rarely explored interconnections of utopianism and theatre, forms another chapter, where all eight
of Churchill’s plays, Light Shining in Buckinghamshire, Vinegar Tom, Top Girls, Fen, Serious Money,
Mad Forest, The Skriker, and Far Away, are introduced. The plays are then discussed in pairs in a
further four chapters with reference to communist historiography, the class/gender intersection, the
end-of-history thesis, ecocritical challenges and postmodernism.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: Legal History Matters Amanda Whiting, Ann O'Connell,
2020-11-03 As a field of study, legal history has an unsteady place in Australian law schools yet
academic research and writing in the field of legal history and at the intersections of the disciplines
of 'law' and 'history' is undergoing something of a renaissance, with rich and vibrant new works
regularly appearing in specialist journals and scholarly monographs. This collection seeks to
reinvigorate the study of history within the law school curriculum, by showcasing what students of
the law can achieve when, addressing topics from the use of Magna Carta as history and precedent
in sixteenth-century England to the political manoeuvres behind the failed impeachment of President
Bill Clinton in late twentieth-century America, they seek to understand legal processes and
institutions historically. The volume comprises outstanding legal history papers authored by
graduate (final year JD) students in the Melbourne Law School. This collection is dedicated to two
women who championed the teaching of legal history at the Melbourne Law School in the 1960s-Dr
Ruth Campbell and Mrs Betty Hayes.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: The New Atheist Denial of History B. Painter, 2014-11-19
This compact, forcefully argued work calls Sam Harris, Richard Dawkins, Steven Pinker, and the rest
of the so-called 'New Atheists' to account for failing to take seriously the historical record to which
they so freely appeal when attacking religion. The popularity of such books as Harris's The End of
Faith, Dawkins's The God Delusion, and Christopher Hitchens' God Is Not Great set off a spate of
reviews, articles, and books for and against, yet in all the controversy little attention has focused on
the historical evidence and arguments they present to buttress their case. This book is the first to
challenge in depth the distortions of this New Atheist history. It presents the evidence that the three
authors and their allies ignore. It points out the lack of historical credibility in their work when
judged by the conventional criteria used by mainstream historians. It does not deal with the debate
over theism and atheism nor does it aim to defend the historical record of Christianity or religion
more generally. It does aim to defend the integrity of history as a discipline in the face of its
distortion by those who violate it.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: History by HBO Rebecca Weeks, 2022-07-12 The television
industry is changing, and with it, the small screen's potential to engage in debate and present
valuable representations of American history. Founded in 1972, HBO has been at the forefront of
these changes, leading the way for many network, cable, and streaming services into the
post-network era. Despite this, most scholarship has been dedicated to analyzing historical feature
films and documentary films, leaving TV and the long-form drama hungry for coverage. In History by
HBO: Televising the American Past, Rebecca Weeks fills the gap in this area of media studies and
defends the historiographic power of long-form dramas. By focusing on this change and its effects,
History by HBO outlines how history is crafted on television and the diverse forms it can take. Weeks
examines the capabilities of the long-form serial for engaging with historical stories, insisting that
the shift away from the network model and toward narrowcasting has enabled challenging histories
to thrive in home settings. As an examination of HBO's unique structure for producing quality
historical dramas, Weeks provides four case studies of HBO series set during different periods of
United States history: Band of Brothers (2001), Deadwood (2004–2007), Boardwalk Empire
(2012–2014), and Treme (2010–2013). In each case, HBO's lack of advertiser influence, commitment
to creative freedom, and generous budgets continue to draw and retain talent who want to tell
historical stories. Balancing historical and film theories in her assessment of the roles of
mise-en–scène, characterization, narrative complexity, and sound in the production of effective
historical dramas, Weeks' evaluation acts as an ode to the most recent Golden Age of TV, as well as a



critical look at the relationship between entertainment media and collective memory.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: History Matters Judith M. Bennett, 2010-11-24 Written for
everyone interested in women's and gender history, History Matters reaffirms the importance to
feminist theory and activism of long-term historical perspectives. Judith M. Bennett, who has been
commenting on developments in women's and gender history since the 1980s, argues that the
achievement of a more feminist future relies on a rich, plausible, and well-informed knowledge of the
past, and she asks her readers to consider what sorts of feminist history can best advance the
struggles of the twenty-first century. Bennett takes as her central problem the growing chasm
between feminism and history. Closely allied in the 1970s, each has now moved away from the other.
Seeking to narrow this gap, Bennett proposes that feminist historians turn their attention to the
intellectual challenges posed by the persistence of patriarchy. She posits a patriarchal equilibrium
whereby, despite many changes in women's experiences over past centuries, women's status
vis-à-vis that of men has remained remarkably unchanged. Although, for example, women today find
employment in occupations unimaginable to medieval women, medieval and modern women have
both encountered the same wage gap, earning on average only three-fourths of the wages earned by
men. Bennett argues that the theoretical challenge posed by this patriarchal equilibrium will be best
met by long-term historical perspectives that reach back well before the modern era. In chapters
focused on women's work and lesbian sexuality, Bennett demonstrates the contemporary relevance
of the distant past to feminist theory and politics. She concludes with a chapter that adds a new
twist—the challenges of textbooks and classrooms—to viewing women's history from a distance and
with feminist intent. A new manifesto, History Matters engages forthrightly with the challenges
faced by feminist historians today. It argues for the radical potential of a history that is focused on
feminist issues, aware of the distant past, attentive to continuities over time, and alert to the
workings of patriarchal power.
  john tosh the pursuit of history: Palgrave Advances in Intellectual History R. Whatmore, B.
Young, 2006-05-26 The past three decades have seen a remarkable growth of interest in intellectual
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