james weldon johnson the autobiography of
an ex colored man

James Weldon Johnson and *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man*: A Literary Exploration

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man is a phrase that invites readers
into a rich and complex narrative of racial identity, social commentary, and historical insight. Though
the title itself references a seminal work of African American literature, it also opens the door to
discussions about the author, the themes explored, and the cultural significance of the book. In this
article, we’ll delve into the fascinating world of *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man*, unpack its
layers, and explore how James Weldon Johnson’s legacy intertwines with this important narrative.

Understanding *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored
Man*

Published anonymously in 1912, *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man* is a groundbreaking novel
that explores the complexities of race, identity, and social mobility in early 20th-century America. The
book is an autobiographical fiction, told from the perspective of a biracial man who chooses to “pass”
as white to navigate the deeply segregated society of his time. It reveals the personal and societal
struggles involved in such a decision, painting a vivid picture of the racial dynamics that shaped
American life.

The Question of Authorship

Although the novel was originally published anonymously, it is widely attributed to James Weldon
Johnson, a prominent African American writer, civil rights activist, and leader of the Harlem
Renaissance. Johnson's involvement with the NAACP and his advocacy for racial equality provide
crucial context for understanding the themes and motivations behind the novel. His literary style and
deep understanding of racial issues suggest that he is the author, even though he never publicly
claimed the novel during his lifetime.

Themes Explored in *The Autobiography of an Ex-
Colored Man*

Racial Identity and Passing

One of the most striking aspects of the novel is its exploration of racial passing—the practice by which
a person of mixed racial heritage presents themselves as belonging to a different racial group, usually
to gain social advantages. The protagonist’s ability to “pass” as white allows him to experience



opportunities unavailable to black Americans but also forces him to live a life of secrecy, denial, and
internal conflict.

This theme resonates deeply with the historical realities of Jim Crow-era America, where racial
segregation was legally enforced, and racial prejudice permeated every aspect of life. The novel
raises important questions about the cost of assimilation and the psychological toll of denying one’s
heritage.

The Double Consciousness Experience

Drawing from W.E.B. Du Bois’s concept of “double consciousness,” the narrative captures the inner
turmoil of living between two worlds—the black and white communities. The protagonist’s
experiences highlight the alienation and identity struggles that many African Americans faced, caught
between societal expectations and personal truth.

Social Mobility and Art

Interestingly, the novel also explores the role of art and culture as pathways for social advancement.
The protagonist is gifted musically, and his artistic talent becomes a symbol of both personal
expression and a means of transcending racial barriers. This aspect of the story reflects James Weldon
Johnson’s own life as a musician and poet, further linking the novel to his broader work.

James Weldon Johnson: The Man Behind the Legacy

To appreciate the significance of *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man*, it helps to understand
James Weldon Johnson himself. Born in 1871 in Jacksonville, Florida, Johnson was a multifaceted
figure—poet, lawyer, diplomat, educator, and civil rights activist. He is perhaps best known for his
leadership in the NAACP and for co-writing the lyrics to “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” often called the
Black National Anthem.

Johnson'’s literary contributions helped shape the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural movement that
celebrated African American art, literature, and music during the 1920s. His works often addressed
themes of racial pride, injustice, and the African American experience. His connection to *The

Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man* adds layers of meaning to the novel’s exploration of race and
identity.

The Historical and Cultural Context of the Novel

Jim Crow America

The early 1900s were a turbulent time in American history, especially for African Americans living



under the oppressive Jim Crow laws. Segregation was enforced in schools, transportation, public
spaces, and even in voting rights. The fear of racial violence and lynching was pervasive. Within this
context, *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man* serves as a powerful commentary on the social
constraints imposed by racism.

The Harlem Renaissance Connection

While the novel predates the peak of the Harlem Renaissance, its themes and style helped pave the
way for this influential cultural movement. The Harlem Renaissance celebrated black identity,
creativity, and intellectualism, challenging racist stereotypes and promoting racial equality. Johnson’s
work, including this novel, contributed to the intellectual foundation of the movement.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

James Weldon Johnson’s narrative approach in *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man* is notable
for its conversational tone, blending autobiography with social critique. The novel’s first-person
perspective creates an intimate connection between the protagonist and readers, allowing for a
nuanced exploration of complex issues without resorting to didacticism.

The use of irony and understated commentary invites readers to reflect on the contradictions and
injustices of racial identity in America. Moreover, the novel’s musical references and poetic language
add richness and depth, underscoring the protagonist’s artistic sensibility.

Why *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man* Still
Matters Today

In contemporary discussions about race and identity, *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man*
remains remarkably relevant. It challenges readers to consider the fluidity of racial categories and the
ongoing impact of systemic racism. The novel also opens a dialogue about the personal costs of racial
passing, a topic that continues to resonate in discussions of colorism and identity politics.

For students of African American literature, history, or social justice, this novel offers invaluable
insights into the lived realities of a segregated America and the choices individuals made to survive

and thrive. It also serves as a reminder of the power of storytelling to illuminate hidden truths and
foster empathy.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing the Novel

If you're approaching *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man* for the first time, consider these tips
to enhance your experience:

- ¥*Pay Attention to Historical Context:** Understanding the Jim Crow era and early 20th-century



racial dynamics will deepen your appreciation of the novel’s themes.

- **Reflect on the Protagonist’s Choices:** Think about the personal and societal implications of
“passing” and how it affects identity and relationships.

- **Notice Literary Devices:** Look for symbolism, irony, and musical references that enrich the
narrative.

- **Explore Connections to James Weldon Johnson’s Life:** Researching Johnson’s biography can
provide additional layers of meaning.

- **Discuss with Others:** Sharing perspectives in a book club or class setting can illuminate different
interpretations and insights.

Exploring Further: Related Works and Resources

For those intrigued by *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man* and James Weldon Johnson’s
contributions, there are several other works and resources worth exploring:

- *¥James Weldon Johnson’s Poetry:** Collections like *God’s Trombones* showcase his poetic talent
and cultural influence.

- **\W.E.B. Du Bois’s *The Souls of Black Folk*:** Offers foundational ideas about double consciousness
and African American identity.

- **Nella Larsen’s *Passing*:** Another classic novel that explores racial passing with a focus on
gender and identity.

- **Historical Documentaries and Archives:** Exploring the history of the Harlem Renaissance and Jim
Crow laws can provide valuable context.

James Weldon Johnson’s *The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man* is more than just a novel; itis a
window into the complexities of race, identity, and art in American history. Its enduring relevance and
captivating storytelling continue to inspire readers and scholars alike, inviting ongoing exploration
and dialogue.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is James Weldon Johnson and what is his significance in
literature?

James Weldon Johnson was an African American author, educator, lawyer, diplomat, and civil rights
activist. He is significant in literature for his contributions to the Harlem Renaissance and for works
that explore African American identity, including his involvement with 'The Autobiography of an Ex-
Colored Man."

What is 'The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man' about?

Published anonymously in 1912 and later attributed to James Weldon Johnson, 'The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man' is a novel that tells the story of a mixed-race man who passes as white in early
20th-century America. It explores themes of racial identity, passing, and the social challenges faced
by African Americans.



Why was 'The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man' originally
published anonymously?

James Weldon Johnson published 'The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man' anonymously due to the
sensitive nature of its subject matter, particularly racial passing and critique of both white and Black
communities. Anonymity allowed him to explore controversial issues without risking personal or
professional repercussions.

How does 'The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man' address
the concept of racial passing?

The novel delves deeply into the practice of racial passing, where the protagonist, of mixed race,
chooses to live as a white man to escape racial discrimination. It examines the psychological and
social implications of this choice, including identity conflict, alienation, and the complexities of race in
America.

What impact has 'The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man'
had on discussions about race and identity?

The book has been influential in highlighting the complexities of racial identity and the social
constructs of race. It has sparked discussions about colorism, racial passing, and the fluidity of
identity, making it a seminal work in African American literature and critical race studies.

Additional Resources

James Weldon Johnson: The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man stands as a seminal work in
early 20th-century American literature, offering an incisive exploration of race, identity, and societal
constructs in the United States. Published anonymously in 1912 and later attributed to Johnson, a
prominent African American writer, diplomat, and civil rights activist, the novel occupies a unique
place in the canon of African American literature. It deftly blends elements of autobiography and
fiction to probe the complexities faced by a biracial narrator navigating the fraught racial landscape of
America.

The narrative’s significance extends beyond its literary merit; it serves as a historical document that
reflects the racial tensions and cultural dynamics of the Jim Crow era. This article delves into the
multifaceted aspects of **james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man**, analyzing
its themes, narrative structure, and the socio-political contexts that shaped its creation and reception.

Contextualizing the Work within James Weldon
Johnson's Career and African American Literature

James Weldon Johnson was an influential figure in the Harlem Renaissance, a movement that
celebrated African American cultural expression and intellectualism. His work as a poet, novelist, and



activist provided a vital voice during a period when African Americans were vigorously challenging
segregation and systemic racism. **The autobiography of an ex colored man** exemplifies Johnson’s
commitment to illuminating the nuanced experiences of African Americans who lived at the
intersection of race, class, and identity.

Unlike traditional autobiographies, the book employs a fictional narrator whose story is conveyed in
the first person, creating a powerful blend of personal reflection and social critique. This narrative
technique allows Johnson to explore the psychological and emotional toll of racial passing—a
phenomenon where mixed-race individuals would present themselves as white to escape
discrimination. The book thus becomes both a personal journey and a broader commentary on the
rigid racial classifications that defined early 20th-century America.

Thematic Exploration: Race, Identity, and Passing

At the heart of **james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man** lies the theme of
racial identity and the fluidity—or rigidity—of social categories. The protagonist’s decision to “pass”
as white reflects the painful choices African Americans faced in a segregated society. This act of
passing is not merely a survival tactic but also a source of profound internal conflict, as it involves the
denial or suppression of one’s heritage and community.

Johnson’s narrative vividly captures the dual consciousness described by W.E.B. Du Bois, where
African Americans perceive themselves through the lens of a racially prejudiced society while
maintaining an internal sense of self. The book’s exploration of this duality makes it a poignant study
of the psychological complexities of race in America.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

The novel’s style is characterized by its straightforward prose and introspective tone, which enhances
the authenticity of the narrator’s voice. Johnson’s choice to frame the story as an autobiography lends
immediacy and intimacy, inviting readers into the protagonist’s private world. The juxtaposition of the
narrator’s experiences in both Black and white social spheres provides a compelling contrast that
deepens the narrative’s impact.

Moreover, the book incorporates musical and cultural references, reflecting Johnson’s own
background as a musician and cultural figure. These elements enrich the story and underscore the
significance of African American cultural contributions, even in the face of racial adversity.

Historical and Social Impact

**ames weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man** was groundbreaking for its candid
treatment of racial passing and its critique of racial prejudice. During the period of its publication,
discussions about racial identity were often muted or sanitized in mainstream literature. Johnson’s
work challenged these norms by presenting a protagonist who actively negotiates his racial identity in
a society structured by segregation and discrimination.



The novel also resonates with contemporary debates about race and identity, demonstrating its
enduring relevance. Its nuanced portrayal of racial passing has influenced subsequent works by
African American authors and has been studied extensively in academic circles for its contributions to
race theory and American literature.

Reception and Critical Perspectives

Initially published anonymously, the novel’s authorship was later confirmed to be Johnson’s, which
added a layer of authenticity and authority to its narrative. Critics have praised the book for its
pioneering exploration of racial identity and its sophisticated narrative strategy. However, some have
noted that the protagonist’s ultimate decision to live as white can be interpreted in multiple
ways—either as a tragic surrender to societal pressures or as a pragmatic response to racial
oppression.

This ambiguity invites readers to engage critically with the text, encouraging ongoing discussions
about race, privilege, and identity politics. It also highlights Johnson’s skill in crafting a narrative that
resists simplistic interpretations, instead offering a complex portrayal of human experience shaped by
social realities.

Comparative Analysis: Positioning the Novel Among
Similar Works

When compared to other early 20th-century African American literature, **james weldon johnson the
autobiography of an ex colored man** stands out for its unique narrative approach and thematic
boldness. Unlike works such as Langston Hughes’ poetry or Zora Neale Hurston’s folklore-inspired
stories, Johnson's novel directly confronts the phenomenon of passing and the implications of racial
ambiguity.

In relation to later works, such as Nella Larsen’s "Passing" (1929), Johnson’s novel can be viewed as a
precursor that laid the groundwork for more nuanced explorations of racial identity. Both novels
address the psychological and social consequences of passing, but Johnson’s work uniquely blends
personal narrative with broader social critique.

Key Features and Contributions

Innovative use of first-person narrative to explore racial identity.

Insightful depiction of the psychological impact of racial passing.

Integration of cultural and musical elements reflective of African American heritage.

Critical engagement with socio-political issues of the Jim Crow era.



* Influence on subsequent African American literature and race studies.

Relevance in Contemporary Discourse

In today’s discussions surrounding race, identity, and systemic inequality, **james weldon johnson the
autobiography of an ex colored man** remains a vital text. Its exploration of identity fluidity
prefigures modern understandings of race as a social construct rather than a fixed biological reality.
Additionally, the novel’s interrogation of passing challenges readers to consider the ongoing impact of
racial categorization and privilege.

Educational institutions and literary scholars frequently incorporate Johnson’s work into curricula
focused on African American literature, history, and cultural studies. Its accessibility and depth make
it an effective tool for fostering critical thinking about race relations both historically and in the
present day.

The novel’s continued relevance also lies in its capacity to humanize the abstract concepts of race
and identity, providing a personal lens through which readers can engage with complex societal
issues. This enduring quality ensures that Johnson’s work remains a cornerstone in the study of
American race relations and literary expression.

By examining **james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man** through multiple
lenses—nhistorical, literary, and cultural—readers gain a deeper appreciation of its significance and the
challenges it addresses. The novel’'s nuanced portrayal of racial identity, combined with its
sophisticated narrative style, secures its place as a pivotal text in both African American literature
and the broader discourse on race in America.

James Weldon Johnson The Autobiography Of An Ex Colored
Man

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-coloured Man James Weldon Johnson, 1927 Fictional autobiography of a fair-skinned African
American and his observations on race problems in America. Written by the first African American
leader of the NAACP and native of Jacksonville, Florida.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of an
Ex-coloured Man James Weldon Johnson, 1948

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of an
Ex-Colored Man Johnson J.W., [Ixe#mc [[2KOHCOH - U3BECTHHIN aMepUKaHCKUY nucaTenb XIX Beka,
[UTIIOMAT ¥ Oopell 3a IpaBa 4YejloBeKa, YbM IPOU3BENEHHUS 10 CUX II0P OCTAIOTCS YUTAEMbIMU U
M0OUMBIMY 10 BCeEMY MUPY. «ABToOMOTpadus JKc-MynaTa» - UHTEPECHBIN poMaH [[KOHCOHA,
ony0IMKOBaHHBEIY aHOHUMHO. [lepeq 4ynTaTeieM pa3BopayuBaeTCs yOUBUTEIbHAS UCTOPUS
HeOOBIYHOU CyIbOB MOJIOLOT0 MyJiaTa, KUBYIIEro B AMepHKe B 310Xy ITOCT-PeKOHCTPYKIUU. ABTOD
TOHKO TI0OgMeYaeT BCe IepeXUBaHUs repoe, IpeKpacHo nepenaet obiiee HaCTPOEHKE TOTO
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james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: James Weldon Johnson
James Weldon Johnson, 2009-05-06 Books for All Kinds of Readers. ReadHowYouWant offers the
widest selection of on-demand, accessible format editions on the market today. Our 7 different sizes
of EasyRead are optimized by increasing the font size and spacing between the words and the
letters. We partner with leading publishers around the globe. Our goal is to have accessible editions
simultaneously released with publishers' new books so that all readers can have access to the books
they want to read.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man Large Print James Weldon Johnson, 2018-08-13 The Autobiography of an
Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson This vivid and startlingly new picture of conditions brought
about by the race question in the United States makes no special plea for the Negro, but shows in a
dispassionate, though sympathetic, manner conditions as they actually exist between the whites and
blacks to-day. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library
collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have
not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid
access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work,
which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority
of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality
product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided
by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original
work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an
enriching experience.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson, 2016-12-10 Why buy our paperbacks? Standard Font
size of 10 for all books High Quality Paper Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping 30 Days Money
Back Guarantee BEWARE of Low-quality sellers Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few
dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them
even use very small font size of 6 or less to increase their profit margin. It makes their books
completely unreadable. How is this book unique? Unabridged (100% Original content) Font
adjustments & biography included Illustrated About The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man By
James Weldon Johnson One of the most prominent African-Americans of his time, James Weldon
Johnson (1871-1938) was a successful lawyer, educator, social reformer, songwriter, and critic. But
it was as a poet and novelist that he achieved lasting fame. Among his most famous works, The
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man in many ways parallels Johnson's own remarkable life. First
published in 1912, the novel relates, through an anonymous narrator, events in the life of an
American of mixed ethnicity whose exceptional abilities and ambiguous appearance allow him
unusual social mobility - from the rural South to the urban North and eventually to Europe.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: New Perspectives on
James Weldon Johnson's "The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man" Noelle Morrissette, 2017-07-15
James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) exemplified the ideal of the American public intellectual as a
writer, educator, songwriter, diplomat, key figure of the Harlem Renaissance, and first African
American executive of the NAACP. Originally published anonymously in 1912, Johnson’s novel The
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man is considered one of the foundational works of
twentieth-century African American literature, and its themes and forms have been taken up by
other writers, from Ralph Ellison to Teju Cole. Johnson’s novel provocatively engages with political
and cultural strains still prevalent in American discourse today, and it remains in print over a
century after its initial publication. New Perspectives contains fresh essays that analyze the book’s
reverberations, the contexts within which it was created and received, the aesthetic and intellectual
developments of its author, and its continuing influence on American literature and global culture.
Contributors: Bruce Barnhart, Lori Brooks, Ben Glaser, Jeff Karem, Daphne Lamothe, Noelle



Morrissette, Michael Nowlin, Lawrence ]J. Oliver, Diana Paulin, Amritjit Singh, Robert B. Stepto

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson, 2024-07-06 In James Weldon Johnson’s “The
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man,” the line between black and white blurs into an unforgettable
story of identity and survival. This electrifying and timeless classic takes you on a journey through
the complexities of race, identity, and the human spirit in early 20th century America. Born to a
black mother and a white father, the protagonist embarks on an extraordinary journey from the
segregated South to the sophisticated North, experiencing both the privileges of passing as white
and the profound connection to his African American heritage. Johnson’s powerful storytelling
vividly captures the complexities of racial identity, the courage to live authentically, and the
resilience required to confront societal norms. This seminal work, celebrated for its historical
significance and literary brilliance, has captivated readers and scholars alike. A bestseller in its time
and a cornerstone in African American literature, “The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man”
continues to inspire and provoke thought. Perfect for fans of historical fiction, memoirs, and social
justice narratives, this novel remains a vital and relevant read in today’s discussions about race,
privilege, and identity. Whether you’'re a longtime admirer or encountering this classic for the first
time, prepare to be moved and challenged by Johnson’s unflinching examination of the American
experience. Experience the enduring power of “The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man”—a
compelling, insightful, and unforgettable story that will stay with you long after the last page is
turned.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man James Johnson, 2016-02-19 Why buy our paperbacks? Standard Font size of 10
for all books High Quality Paper Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping 30 Days Money Back
Guarantee BEWARE of Low-quality sellers Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars.
Most of them use low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them even use
very small font size of 6 or less to increase their profit margin. It makes their books completely
unreadable. How is this book unique? Unabridged (100% Original content) Formatted for e-reader
Font adjustments & biography included Illustrated About The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man
by James Weldon JohnsonOne of the most prominent African-Americans of his time, James Weldon
Johnson (1871-1938) was a successful lawyer, educator, social reformer, songwriter, and critic. But
it was as a poet and novelist that he achieved lasting fame. Among his most famous works, The
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man in many ways parallels Johnson's own remarkable life. First
published in 1912, the novel relates, through an anonymous narrator, events in the life of an
American of mixed ethnicity whose exceptional abilities and ambiguous appearance allow him
unusual social mobility - from the rural South to the urban North and eventually to Europe. A radical
departure from earlier books by black authors, this pioneering work not only probes the
psychological aspects of passing for white but also examines the American caste and class system.
The human drama is powerful and revealing - from the narrator's persistent battles with personal
demons to his firsthand observations of a Southern lynching and the mingling of races in New York's
bohemian atmosphere at the turn of the century. Revolutionary for its time, the Autobiography
remains both an unrivaled example of black expression and a major contribution to American
literature.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man (Collector's Edition) (Laminated Hardback with Jacket) JAMES
WELDON. JOHNSON, 2025-02-11 A privileged man discovers his biracial identity, navigating race,
artistry, and belonging, torn between embracing his heritage and the temptation to pass as white.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of an
Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson, 2022-11-01 A Contemporary Classics hardcover edition of
the groundbreaking classic novel of the Black experience in America that is still remarkably relevant
more than a century later. First published anonymously in 1912, this resolutely unsentimental novel
gave many white readers their first glimpse of the double standards—and double



consciousness—experienced by Black people in modern America. Republished in 1927, at the height
of the Harlem Renaissance, with an introduction by Carl Van Vechten, The Autobiography of an
Ex-Colored Man became a pioneering document of African-American culture and an eloquent model
for later novelists ranging from Zora Neale Hurston to Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison. Narrated
by a man whose light skin enables him to pass for white, the novel describes a journey through the
strata of Black society at the turn of the century—from a cigar factory in Jacksonville to an elite
gambling club in New York, from genteel aristocrats to the musicians who hammered out the
rhythms of ragtime. The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man is a complex and moving examination
of the question of race and an unsparing look at what it meant to forge an identity as a man in a
culture that recognized nothing but color. Everyman's Library pursues the highest production
standards, printing on acid-free cream-colored paper, with full-cloth cases with two-color foil
stamping, decorative endpapers, silk ribbon markers, European-style half-round spines, and a
full-color illustrated jacket. Contemporary Classics include an introduction, a select bibliography,
and a chronology of the author's life and times.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson, 2021-07-06 Annotations. James Weldon Johnson
Biography About The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man
Summary Character List Glossary Themes Quotes and Analysis Summary And Analysis Chapters I-II
Chapters III-IV Chapters V-VI Chapters VII-IX Chapters X-XI Ragtime Related Links Essay Questions
James Weldon Johnson's The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man is one of the most significant
works of fiction by an African American author and one of the preeminent works of the Harlem
Renaissance (although it was published first in 1912 and reissued in 1927). As it was published
anonymously, many readers assumed it was a true story. Autobiography has been a mainstay in
courses on African American literature because of its layered description of racial tensions and the
conflicting nature of identity in the early 20th century. Johnson was an avid reader and a student at
Columbia University when he started working on the novel. He showed it to his professor, Bernard
Matthews, in 1906, and the older man encouraged him to keep working on it. Johnson finished
Autobiography in 1912 when he was working as a diplomat in Corinto, Nicaragua. The Boston firm of
Sherman, French, and Company published Autobiography in 1912, but Johnson requested that his
name remain anonymous. There were few novels published by African- American writers during this
time. Soon after iAutobiography] came out, Charles W. Chestnutt's The House Behind the Cedars
(1900), Paul Laurence Dunbar's The Sport of the Gods (1902), and W.E.B. DuBois's collection of
essays The Souls of Black Folk (1903) were published. In his own autobiography, Along This Way
(1933), Johnson wrote about debating whether or not to publish Autobiography anonymously in
addition to using the word Autobiography in the title. He wrote, When I chose the title, it was
without the slightest doubt that its meaning would be perfectly clear to anyone; there were people,
however, to whom it proved confusing. He also commented that he was pleased that readers thought
Autobiography was a true story, for he had done the book with the intention of its being so taken.
Some critics also speculated that he chose the title and format for economic reasons, as the
aforementioned novels by African Americans were not particularly financially successful in
comparison to more traditional non-fictional slave narratives. Regardless, Johnson's novel received
favorable reviews but it did not sell well when it was released. In 1927, Alfred Knopf reissued The
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man but changed the spelling of colored to coloured and identified
Johnson as the author. Unlike the first printing, the sales were very strong this time around. The
novel's popularity was no doubt due to Johnson's respected standing as a man of letters and as the
leader of the NAACP during the Harlem Renaissance. An introduction by Carl Van Vechten, another
Renaissance luminary, addressed the intersection of the real author and the fictional narrator: The
Autobiography, of course, in the matter of specific incident, has little enough to do with Mr.
Johnson's own life, but it is imbued with his personality and feelings, his views of the subjects
discussed, so that to a person who has no previous knowledge of the author's own history, it reads
like a real autobiography. Contemporary criticism of the novel focuses on whether or not the



narrator is self-loathing and racist, the complicated nature of racial identity and passingat the turn
of the century, and the relationship between the author and the narrator.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography Of An
Ex-Colored Man - Publishing People Series James Weldon Johnson, 2020-10-26 The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man revealed as never before the color line dividing America, and the price it exacted
on those souls who could traverse the two worlds. The book presents the fictional account of 'an
ex-colored man' - an African-American who could pass for white - as he attempts to choose which
side of the line will better suit his life, and his psyche. Later republished, properly, as the work of
James Weldon Johnson, The Autobiography has gone on to become a classic novel of the early
twentieth century, and Dreamscape is proud to present this new recording to coincide with the
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and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
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Unabridged (100% Original content) Printed in USA on High Quality Paper 30 Days Money Back
Guarantee Standard Font size of 10 for all books Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping BEWARE
OF LOW-QUALITY SELLERS Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them
use low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font
size of 6 or less to increase their profit margin. It makes their books completely unreadable. About
The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man by James Weldon Johnson One of the most prominent
African-Americans of his time, James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) was a successful lawyer,
educator, social reformer, songwriter, and critic. But it was as a poet and novelist that he achieved
lasting fame. Among his most famous works, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man in many ways
parallels Johnson's own remarkable life. First published in 1912, the novel relates, through an
anonymous narrator, events in the life of an American of mixed ethnicity whose exceptional abilities
and ambiguous appearance allow him unusual social mobility - from the rural South to the urban
North and eventually to Europe. A radical departure from earlier books by black authors, this
pioneering work not only probes the psychological aspects of passing for white but also examines
the American caste and class system. The human drama is powerful and revealing - from the
narrator's persistent battles with personal demons to his firsthand observations of a Southern
lynching and the mingling of races in New York's bohemian atmosphere at the turn of the century.
Revolutionary for its time, the Autobiography remains both an unrivaled example of black expression
and a major contribution to American literature.
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parallels Johnson's own remarkable life. First published in 1912, the novel relates, through an
anonymous narrator, events in the life of an American of mixed ethnicity whose exceptional abilities
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North and eventually to Europe. A radical departure from earlier books by black authors, this
pioneering work not only probes the psychological aspects of passing for white but also examines
the American caste and class system. The human drama is powerful and revealing - from the
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james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson, 2023-02-07 A repackaged edition of the
groundbreaking classic novel of the Black experience in America, with an introduction by Henry
Louis Gates, Jr. First published anonymously in 1912, this novel gave many white readers their first
glimpse of the double standard—and double consciousness—that ruled the lives of Black people in
America. Republished in 1927, at the height of the Harlem Renaissance, with an introduction by Carl
Van Vechten, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man emerged as a groundbreaking document of
African-American culture and an eloquent model for later novelists ranging from Zora Neale Hurston
to Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison. Narrated by a man whose light skin enables him to pass for
white, the novel describes a journey through the strata of Black society at the turn of the
century—from a cigar factory in Jacksonville to an elite gambling club in New York, from genteel
aristocrats to the musicians who hammered out the rhythms of ragtime. The Autobiography of an
Ex-Colored Man is a complex and moving examination of the question of race and an unsparing look
at what it meant to forge an identity as a man in a culture that recognized nothing but color.
VINTAGE CLASSICS.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: James Johnson Classics:
the Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man James Johnson, 2020-10-17 James Weldon Johnson's
emotionally gripping novel is a landmark in black literary history and, more than eighty years after
its original anonymous publication, a classic of American fiction.

james weldon johnson the autobiography of an ex colored man: The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man James Weldon James Weldon Johnson, 2016-04-24 Why buy our paperbacks?
Standard Font size of 10 for all books High Quality Paper Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping 30
Days Money Back Guarantee BEWARE of Low-quality sellers Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to
save a few dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some
of them even use very small font size of 6 or less to increase their profit margin. It makes their books
completely unreadable. How is this book unique? Unabridged (100% Original content) Font
adjustments & biography included Illustrated About The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man by
James Weldon Johnson One of the most prominent African-Americans of his time, James Weldon
Johnson (1871-1938) was a successful lawyer, educator, social reformer, songwriter, and critic. But
it was as a poet and novelist that he achieved lasting fame. Among his most famous works, The
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man in many ways parallels Johnson's own remarkable life. First
published in 1912, the novel relates, through an anonymous narrator, events in the life of an
American of mixed ethnicity whose exceptional abilities and ambiguous appearance allow him
unusual social mobility - from the rural South to the urban North and eventually to Europe.
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