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James Rachels The Elements of Moral Philosophy: A Deep Dive into Ethical
Thinking

james rachels the elements of moral philosophy is a cornerstone text for
anyone interested in understanding the complexities of moral reasoning. This
influential book has become a staple in philosophy courses worldwide, largely
because of its clear, engaging approach to ethics. What sets James Rachels'
work apart is his ability to break down complicated moral theories into
digestible, relatable ideas that spark thoughtful reflection. Whether you’re
a student, a teacher, or simply curious about ethics, exploring the elements
of moral philosophy through Rachels’ lens offers invaluable insights.

Understanding the Core of James Rachels’
Approach

At its heart, James Rachels’ The Elements of Moral Philosophy is about making
ethics accessible. Rather than presenting morality as a rigid set of rules,
Rachels invites readers to explore the reasoning behind why certain actions
are considered right or wrong. The book walks through various ethical
theories, encouraging critical thinking rather than passive acceptance.

The Importance of Critical Thinking in Ethics

One of the key themes in Rachels’ work is the emphasis on questioning
assumptions. He challenges readers to not just accept societal norms but to
analyze them from multiple angles. This approach fosters a mindset where
moral beliefs are tested against reason and evidence, rather than tradition
or authority. Essentially, Rachels advocates for an ethics grounded in
rational examination, which is crucial in navigating today’s complex moral
landscape.

Exploring Major Ethical Theories in The
Elements of Moral Philosophy

James Rachels structures his book around several foundational ethical
theories, making it easier to understand how different frameworks approach
the concept of morality. These theories include utilitarianism, Kantian
ethics, virtue ethics, and cultural relativism, among others.

Utilitarianism: The Greatest Happiness Principle

Utilitarianism is one of the first theories Rachels discusses. It’s based on
the idea that the morally right action is the one that produces the greatest



overall happiness or utility. Rachels explains this theory with real-world
examples, making it clear why it resonates with so many people. However, he
also points out potential challenges, such as how to measure happiness or the
risk of justifying harmful acts if they benefit the majority.

Kantian Ethics: Duty and Moral Law

Immanuel Kant’s philosophy presents a stark contrast to utilitarianism. In
James Rachels the elements of moral philosophy, Kantian ethics is portrayed
as a system where moral actions are determined by duty and adherence to
universal moral laws. Rachels unpacks Kant’s categorical imperative, which
urges acting only according to maxims that one would want to become universal
laws. This approach emphasizes respect for individuals and the inherent worth
of human beings.

Virtue Ethics: Character Over Rules

Virtue ethics shifts the focus from specific actions to the character of the
moral agent. Rachels highlights Aristotle’s contributions to this theory,
emphasizing virtues like courage, honesty, and compassion. According to this
view, morality is about cultivating good habits and becoming a person who
naturally makes ethical choices. This theory adds a personal, developmental
dimension to moral philosophy that complements the more rule-based
approaches.

Cultural Relativism: Morality as a Social Construct

Another fascinating topic in The Elements of Moral Philosophy is cultural
relativism, which argues that moral standards are not universal but vary
between cultures. Rachels presents this theory with nuance, explaining its
appeal in promoting tolerance while also critiquing its limits—such as the
potential to excuse harmful practices simply because they are culturally
accepted.

Why James Rachels’ The Elements of Moral
Philosophy Matters Today

In an era marked by rapid social change and ethical dilemmas—from bioethics
to environmental concerns—Rachels’ book remains remarkably relevant. It
equips readers with the tools to analyze these issues thoughtfully rather
than react impulsively.

Applying Ethical Theories to Modern Issues

One of the strengths of James Rachels the elements of moral philosophy is its
practical applicability. Readers learn not only theory but how to apply these
moral frameworks to questions about euthanasia, animal rights, or global
justice. This practical orientation helps bridge the gap between abstract



philosophy and everyday decision-making.

Encouraging Open Dialogue and Moral Growth

Rachels’ conversational style and balanced presentation encourage open
discussion. By exposing readers to a variety of viewpoints, the book fosters
empathy and broadens moral horizons. This is especially valuable in diverse
societies where understanding differing moral perspectives is key to peaceful
coexistence.

Tips for Engaging with The Elements of Moral
Philosophy

If you’re planning to dive into James Rachels the elements of moral
philosophy, here are some helpful strategies to get the most out of your
reading:

Reflect on Personal Beliefs: As you read, take note of your own moral
intuitions and question why you hold them.

Compare Theories: Try to understand not just what each ethical theory
claims but how it differs from others.

Use Real-Life Examples: Apply the theories to current events or personal
experiences to see their strengths and weaknesses.

Engage in Discussions: Talk with others about the ideas in the book to
challenge and refine your understanding.

The Legacy of James Rachels in Moral Philosophy

James Rachels left a lasting impact on how ethics is taught and understood.
His ability to simplify complex ideas without sacrificing depth has made The
Elements of Moral Philosophy a timeless resource. Many students and educators
alike credit the book with demystifying philosophy and inspiring a lifelong
interest in moral questions.

Exploring James Rachels the elements of moral philosophy opens a window into
the fundamental questions of human life: What should we do? How should we
live? By grappling with these questions through Rachels’ accessible yet
profound work, readers embark on a journey that enriches their understanding
of morality and their place in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the central theme of James Rachels' 'The
Elements of Moral Philosophy'?

The central theme of James Rachels' 'The Elements of Moral Philosophy' is an
introduction to key concepts and theories in moral philosophy, exploring
questions about what morality is and how moral decisions can be justified.

How does James Rachels define morality in 'The
Elements of Moral Philosophy'?

Rachels defines morality as a system of beliefs about what is right and
wrong, good and bad, that guides individuals in their behavior and
interactions with others.

What ethical theories are discussed in 'The Elements
of Moral Philosophy'?

'The Elements of Moral Philosophy' covers major ethical theories including
utilitarianism, deontology (Kantian ethics), virtue ethics, social contract
theory, and ethical relativism.

How does Rachels address cultural relativism in the
book?

Rachels discusses cultural relativism as the view that moral truths depend on
cultural context, but he also critiques it by pointing out problems such as
the inability to criticize harmful practices in other cultures.

What is James Rachels' stance on ethical egoism in
the book?

Rachels examines ethical egoism critically, explaining that while it argues
individuals should act in their own self-interest, it fails to provide a
satisfactory basis for resolving conflicts of interest among people.

How does 'The Elements of Moral Philosophy' explain
utilitarianism?

Rachels explains utilitarianism as the ethical theory that the right action
is the one that maximizes overall happiness or pleasure and minimizes pain
for the greatest number of people.

What role do thought experiments play in 'The
Elements of Moral Philosophy'?

Thought experiments are used extensively by Rachels to illustrate moral
dilemmas and to challenge readers to critically engage with and analyze
ethical theories.

How does James Rachels critique Kantian ethics in the



book?

Rachels acknowledges the strengths of Kantian ethics, such as its emphasis on
duty and respect for persons, but also points out challenges like its rigid
application of moral rules and difficulties handling conflicting duties.

Why is 'The Elements of Moral Philosophy' considered
accessible for beginners?

The book is written in clear, straightforward language with engaging examples
and real-life scenarios, making complex moral philosophy concepts
understandable for students and general readers.

How does James Rachels address the concept of moral
objectivity in the book?

Rachels argues in favor of some form of moral objectivity, suggesting that
there are better and worse answers to moral questions and that morality is
not purely subjective or relative.

Additional Resources
James Rachels' The Elements of Moral Philosophy: A Comprehensive Analysis

james rachels the elements of moral philosophy remains a seminal text in the
study of ethics and moral reasoning. Since its initial publication, this work
has been widely adopted in academic settings for its clear, accessible, and
thought-provoking approach to some of philosophy’s most enduring questions.
Rachels’ ability to dissect complex moral theories and present them in an
engaging manner has made the book a staple for students and educators alike.
This article offers an in-depth examination of James Rachels’ approach in The
Elements of Moral Philosophy, exploring its central themes, pedagogical
strengths, and the impact it has had on the discourse surrounding ethical
philosophy.

The Core Structure of James Rachels’ Moral
Philosophy

James Rachels’ The Elements of Moral Philosophy is structured to guide
readers through the foundational concepts and debates that underpin moral
philosophy. Rather than merely presenting a single ethical theory, Rachels
encourages critical thinking by comparing various moral frameworks. This
comparative method helps readers appreciate the strengths and weaknesses
inherent in each perspective.

At its heart, the book addresses fundamental questions such as “What is
morality?” and “How should we live?” Rachels opens with a discussion on
cultural relativism, challenging readers to consider the variability of moral
codes across societies. From there, the text navigates through
consequentialism, utilitarianism, Kantian ethics, and other moral theories,
providing a balanced view without overtly advocating for a particular stance.



Exploring Ethical Theories in a Concise Manner

One of the distinctive features of The Elements of Moral Philosophy is its
clarity when explaining complex theories. For example, Rachels’ treatment of
utilitarianism is notable for breaking down Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart
Mill’s ideas into digestible parts. He elucidates the principle of utility
and contrasts act utilitarianism with rule utilitarianism, helping readers
understand practical implications.

Similarly, Rachels’ exploration of Kantian ethics sheds light on duty, the
categorical imperative, and the notion of treating humanity as an end rather
than a means. This balanced examination allows students to critically
evaluate deontological ethics in relation to consequentialist thought.

Pedagogical Strengths and Accessibility

James Rachels' book is praised for its pedagogical effectiveness,
particularly in how it engages a diverse audience. The Elements of Moral
Philosophy is often chosen for introductory courses because it avoids jargon-
heavy prose, making it accessible to readers without prior philosophical
training.

The inclusion of real-world examples and thought experiments makes abstract
ethical concepts tangible. For instance, Rachels’ discussion of euthanasia
and moral duties offers practical scenarios that challenge readers to apply
ethical principles actively. This approach not only fosters comprehension but
also encourages moral reflection beyond the classroom.

Use of Contemporary Ethical Issues

In addition to classical theories, Rachels integrates contemporary moral
issues that resonate with current societal debates. Topics such as animal
rights, capital punishment, and moral relativism are woven into the
narrative, providing relevance and urgency to the philosophical discussions.
This strategy supports the book’s role in helping readers connect theoretical
ethics with lived experiences.

Comparative Analysis: Rachels versus Other
Ethics Texts

When comparing James Rachels’ The Elements of Moral Philosophy to other
widely used ethics textbooks, several distinctions emerge. Unlike some texts
that heavily favor one ethical framework, Rachels maintains a neutral,
investigative tone, presenting arguments fairly without imposing conclusions.
This neutrality is a pedagogical asset, promoting independent critical
thinking.

Moreover, the book’s length and structure are optimized for introductory
courses; it is concise yet comprehensive, striking a balance between depth
and readability. In contrast, works like Michael Sandel’s Justice delve
deeper into political philosophy, while Rachels focuses more explicitly on



moral theory fundamentals.

Pros and Cons of Rachels’ Approach

Pros: Clear explanations, balanced presentation of ethical theories,
inclusion of relevant examples, accessible to beginners, encourages
critical thinking.

Cons: Some critics argue that the book’s brevity limits exploration of
complex arguments, and its neutral tone may leave readers without
definitive guidance on moral stances.

Impact and Legacy of The Elements of Moral
Philosophy

Since its publication, James Rachels’ The Elements of Moral Philosophy has
influenced generations of students and scholars. Its impact is evident in its
continued use in university curricula worldwide and its role in shaping
contemporary ethical discourse. The book has also inspired supplementary
materials such as discussion guides and expanded editions incorporating new
moral challenges.

Rachels’ emphasis on engaging readers in ethical inquiry rather than
prescribing answers reflects a broader educational philosophy that values
reasoning over dogma. This approach aligns with modern pedagogical trends
emphasizing active learning and ethical literacy.

The Elements of Moral Philosophy, by providing structured, accessible, and
insightful content, remains an essential resource for anyone seeking to
understand the complexities of moral philosophy. Its enduring relevance lies
in the way it fosters a thoughtful, analytical approach to the ethical
dilemmas that persist in both philosophical debate and everyday life.
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  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Elements of Moral Philosophy 7e
James Rachels, Stuart Rachels, 2012-03-16 Firmly established as the standard text for
undergraduate courses in ethics, James Rachels and Stuart Rachels’ The Elements of Moral
Philosophy introduces readers to major moral concepts and theories through eloquent explanations
and compelling, thought-provoking discussions.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Elements of Moral Philosophy
Stuart Rachels, 2018-02 This concise text offers a clear introduction to the major philosophical
theories of morality, explaining why each theory has been accepted by some thinkers but rejected by
others.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Looseleaf for The Elements of Moral
Philosophy Stuart Rachels, James Rachels, 2018-03-19 The Elements of Moral Philosophy 9e by

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-185/james-rachels-the-elements-of-moral-philosophy.pdf


James Rachels and Stuart Rachels is a best-selling text for undergraduate courses in ethics. Thirteen
thought-provoking chapters introduce readers to major moral concepts and theories in philosophy
through clear, understandable explanations and compelling discussions. Chapters are written so that
they may be read independently of one another thus providing greater flexibility for students and
instructors. **Available exclusively through McGraw-Hill Create®, Discourses: A Database of
Classical and Contemporary Readings for Philosophy by Donald C. Abel is an online collection of
more than 450 readings that can be customized for your course.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Loose Leaf for The Elements of Moral
Philosophy with Connect Access Card James Rachels, Stuart Rachels, 2015-03-16 The Elements
of Moral Philosophy by James Rachels and Stuart Rachels is a best-selling text for undergraduate
courses in ethics. Thirteen thought-provoking chapters introduce readers to major moral concepts
and theories in philosophy through clear, understandable explanations and compelling discussions.
McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-based learning service accessible online through your
personal computer or tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will require Connect to be used in
the course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following: • SmartBook® - an adaptive digital
version of the course textbook that personalizes your reading experience based on how well you are
learning the content. • Access to your instructor’s homework assignments, quizzes, syllabus, notes,
reminders, and other important files for the course. • Progress dashboards that quickly show how
you are performing on your assignments and tips for improvement. • The option to purchase (for a
small fee) a print version of the book. This binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes free shipping.
Complete system requirements to use Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Right Thing To Do: Basic
Readings in Moral Philosophy Stuart Rachels, James Rachels, 2011-12-01 The Right Thing to Do:
Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy is the engaging companion reader to James Rachels and Stuart
Rachels’ best-selling text, The Elements of Moral Philosophy (0-07-803824-3). It offers readable,
well-argued essays on compelling issues that students are familiar with and can understand. This
collection can also stand on its own as the text for a course in moral philosophy, or it can be used to
supplement any introductory text.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Looseleaf for The Right Thing To Do:
Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy James Rachels, Stuart Rachels, 2018-10-30 The Right Thing
to Do: Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy, 8e is a companion reader to the best-selling text: The
Elements of Moral Philosophy. Authors James Rachels and Stuart Rachels offer engaging,
thought-provoking essays on compelling issues that students are familiar with and understand. This
rich collection of essays can be used on its own for a course on moral philosophy, or it can be used to
supplement other introductory texts.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Problems from Philosophy James
Rachels, Stuart Rachels, 2011-01-18 Problems from Philosophy is an introduction to philosophy
which is organized around the great philosophical problems—the existence of God, the nature of the
mind, human freedom, the limits of knowledge, and the truth about ethics. It begins by reflecting on
the life of the first great philosopher, Socrates. Then it takes up the fundamental question of
whether God exists. Next comes a discussion of death and the soul, which leads to a chapter about
persons. The later chapters of the book are about whether objective knowledge is possible in science
and ethics. Each chapter is self-contained and may be read independently of the others. Problems
from Philosophy represents the final work of author and philosopher James Rachels. In it, he brings
the same liveliness and clarity to the introduction of philosophy that he brings to his best-selling
ethics text, The Elements of Moral Philosophy. The second and third edition have been revised by
Rachels' son Stuart, who carefully has carefully refined his father's work to further strengthen its
clarity and accessibility.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Elements of Moral Philosophy
JAMES;RACHELS RACHELS (STUART.), Stuart Rachels, 2018 The Elements of Moral Philosophy 9e



by James Rachels and Stuart Rachels is a best-selling text for undergraduate courses in ethics.
Thirteen thought-provoking chapters introduce readers to major moral concepts and theories in
philosophy through clear understandable explanations and compelling discussions. Chapters are
written so that they may be read independently of one another thus providing greater flexibility for
students and instructors
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Moral Philosophy Through the Ages James
Fieser, 2000 Takes a middle ground between the topical and historical approaches to Western
ethics. This book explains the historical development of the topic under consideration, and most
chapters focus on a specific famous philosopher who championed a particular tradition, such as
Aristotle, Locke, or Kant, and the chapters are chronologically ordered.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Legacy of Socrates James Rachels,
2007 James Rachels's philosophical writings address key questions of contemporary life and the
classic dilemmas of moral philosophy. A leading figure in the development of applied ethics, James
Rachels became an influential and sometimes controversial thinker on issues concerning animal
rights, euthanasia, bioethics, and moral objectivity. This final collection of James Rachels's work
brings together fourteen essays that best summarize Rachels's philosophical positions. The essays
also shed new light on the depth and breadth of Rachels's work and its importance for contemporary
philosophy. Written in Rachels's characteristically lucid, literary prose, these essays address the
relationship between morality and reason, the duty to relieve both human and animal suffering, the
independence of morality from religion, the rejection of relativism and egoism, and the role of ethics
in a democratic society. Rachels offers an argument for vegetarianism, examines a controversial
case involving a surrogate mother, and speculates on the ethics of political killing. Other essays
range from Rachels's interpretation of Nietzsche's philosophy to his appreciation of movies. Rachels
was a strong believer in the ability of moral philosophy to improve our lives. This collection, which
brings these important works together for the first time, is a testament to both the value of moral
philosophy in understanding our world and the richness of Rachels's contributions to this
understanding.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Right Thing To Do: Basic Readings in
Moral Philosophy James Rachels, Stuart Rachels, 2014-10-23 The Right Thing to Do: Basic Readings
in Moral Philosophy is a companion reader to the best-selling text: The Elements of Moral
Philosophy (0-07-8119065). Authors James Rachels and Stuart Rachels offer engaging,
thought-provoking essays on compelling issues that students are familiar with and understand. This
rich collection of essays can be used on its own for a course on moral philosophy, or it can be used to
supplement other introductory texts. Instructors and students can now access their course content
through the Connect digital learning platform by purchasing either standalone Connect access or a
bundle of print and Connect access. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-based learning service
accessible online through your personal computer or tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will
require Connect to be used in the course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following: •
SmartBook® - an adaptive digital version of the course textbook that personalizes your reading
experience based on how well you are learning the content. • Access to your instructor’s homework
assignments, quizzes, syllabus, notes, reminders, and other important files for the course. • Progress
dashboards that quickly show how you are performing on your assignments and tips for
improvement. • The option to purchase (for a small fee) a print version of the book. This
binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes free shipping. Complete system requirements to use
Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Right Thing to Do James Rachels,
Stuart Rachels, 2026-01-08 The ninth edition of James Rachels' and Stuart Rachels' moral philosophy
reader continues its legacy of providing students foundational moral philosophy texts and a diverse
collection of thought-provoking essays, featuring new readings on climate change, immigration,
childcare and education, gun violence, and government authority.



  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Loose Leaf for The Right Thing to Do
with Connect Access Card James Rachels, Stuart Rachels, 2015-03-16 The Right Thing to Do:
Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy is a companion reader to the best-selling text: The Elements of
Moral Philosophy (0-07-8119065). Authors James Rachels and Stuart Rachels offer engaging,
thought-provoking essays on compelling issues that students are familiar with and understand. This
rich collection of essays can be used on its own for a course on moral philosophy, or it can be used to
supplement other introductory texts. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-based learning service
accessible online through your personal computer or tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will
require Connect to be used in the course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following: •
SmartBook® - an adaptive digital version of the course textbook that personalizes your reading
experience based on how well you are learning the content. • Access to your instructor’s homework
assignments, quizzes, syllabus, notes, reminders, and other important files for the course. • Progress
dashboards that quickly show how you are performing on your assignments and tips for
improvement. • The option to purchase (for a small fee) a print version of the book. This
binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes free shipping. Complete system requirements to use
Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Truth about the World: Basic Readings
in Philosophy James Rachels, Stuart Rachels, 2007-11-05 This collection of essays addresses some of
the most important issues in philosophy, involving God, the mind, freedom, knowledge, and ethics. It
can accompany James and Stuart Rachels' introductory text, Problems from Philosophy, or it can
stand alone with great effectiveness. The Truth About the World and Problems from Philosophy are
James Rachels’ last contributions to philosophy, and each book has now been revised by his son,
Stuart. In these two books, the respected author found a culminating expression for his love of
philosophy.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Normativity of the Natural Mark J.
Cherry, 2009-05-27 Western philosophy has long nurtured the hope to resolve moral controversies
through reason; thereby to secure moral direction and human meaning without the need for a
defining encounter with God or the transcendent. The expectation is for a moral rationality that is
universal and able adequately to frame and guide the moral life. Moral and cultural unity was sought
though philosophical reflection on human nature and the basic goods of a properly nurtured and
virtuous life—that is, through appeal to what has come to be called the natural law. The natural law
addresses permissible moral choice through objective understandings of human nature and human
goods. Persons are obligated to act in ways that are compatible with creating and integrating the
basic human goods into their lives and the lives of others. Such goods provide the basis for practical
reasoning about virtuous choices and immediate reasons for action. The goal is the making of
rational choices in the pursuit of a virtuous, flourishing, human life. Natural law theorists have
argued extensively against human cloning, abortion, and same-gender marriage. Yet, whose
assumptions regarding human nature should guide our understanding of the basic goods that mark
the full flourishing human life? Moreover, why should nature, even human nature, be thought of as a
moral boundary beyond which one must not trespass? Persons may wish actively to direct human
evolution, utilizing the tools of both imagination and biotechnology. Perhaps nature is simply a
challenge to be addressed, overcome, and set aside. This volume is a critical exploration of natural
law theory.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Bioethics Nancy S. Jecker, Professor
Nancy S Jecker, Ph.D., Albert R. Jonsen, Robert A. Pearlman, 2011-02-15 Bioethics: An Introduction
to the History, Methods, and Practice, Third Edition provides readers with a modern and diverse
look at bioethics while also looking back at early bioethics cases that set ethical standards in
healthcare. It is well suited for advanced undergraduate and graduate students who plan to pursue
careers in nursing, allied health, or medicine, as well as professionals seeking a comprehensive
reference in the field. The authors retain the unique three-pronged approach, discussing the history,



the methods, and the practice of bioethics. This approach provides students with a breadth of
information, focusing on all sides of the issue, which will allow them to think critically about current
bioethical topics. The third edition is updated throughout with new information and cases including,
the latest on genetics and reproductive technology, physician-assisted suicide, as well as numerous
new cases.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: The Elements of Moral Philosophy Stuart
Rachels, 2020
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Bioethics Nancy Ann Silbergeld Jecker,
Albert R. Jonsen, Robert A. Pearlman, 2007 Legal/Ethics
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Criminal Justice Ethics Cyndi Banks,
2018-12-31 Criminal Justice Ethics examines the criminal justice system through an ethical lens by
identifying ethical issues in practice and theory, exploring ethical dilemmas, and offering
suggestions for resolving ethical issues and dilemmas faced by criminal justice professionals.
Bestselling author Cyndi Banks draws readers into a unique discussion of ethical issues by first
exploring moral dilemmas faced by professionals in the criminal justice system and then examining
the major theoretical foundations of ethics. This distinct and unique organization allows readers to
understand real-life ethical issues before grappling with philosophical approaches to the resolution
of these issues.
  james rachels the elements of moral philosophy: Moral Relativism J. Kellenberger,
2008-03-20 From the New York Times bestselling author of The Year We Left Home, a dazzling new
novel already being hailed as an “instantly addictive...tale of yearning, paradox, and hope.”
(Booklist) After surviving a shooting at her high school, Linnea is packed off to live with her
estranged father, Art, who doesn’t quite understand how he has suddenly become responsible for
raising a sullen adolescent girl. Art’s neighbor, Christie, is a nurse distracted by an eccentric
patient, Mrs. Foster, who has given Christie the reins to her Humanity Project, a bizarre and
well-endowed charity fund. Just as mysteriously, no one seems to know where Conner, the Fosters’
handyman, goes after work, but he has become the one person Linnea can confide in, perhaps
because his own home life is a war zone: his father has suffered an injury and become addicted to
painkillers. As these characters and many more hurtle toward their fates, the Humanity Project is
born: Can you indeed pay someone to be good? At what price? Thompson proves herself at the
height of her powers in The Humanity Project, crafting emotionally suspenseful and thoroughly
entertaining characters, in which we inevitably see ourselves. Set against the backdrop of current
events and cultural calamity, it is at once a multifaceted ensemble drama and a deftly observant
story of our twenty-first-century society.
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