history of occupational therapy

The Evolution and Rich History of Occupational Therapy

History of occupational therapy is a fascinating journey that intertwines
health, rehabilitation, and human creativity. It’s a story of how people
discovered the healing power of purposeful activity and how this
understanding transformed into a professional field dedicated to improving
lives. If you’ve ever wondered how occupational therapy came to be or what
historical milestones shaped its development, you’'re in the right place.
Let’s explore this captivating timeline together.

The Roots of Occupational Therapy: Early
Inspirations

The origins of occupational therapy trace back centuries, long before it was
recognized as a formal profession. Human beings have always used purposeful
activities—whether work, craft, or play—as a means of maintaining mental and
physical well-being. Ancient civilizations, including the Greeks and Romans,
acknowledged the therapeutic value of meaningful work and rest.

Ancient Philosophies and Healing Practices

Philosophers like Hippocrates emphasized a balanced lifestyle, integrating
physical activity, diet, and rest to maintain health. During the Middle Ages,
monasteries used craft and manual labor as part of their healing and
spiritual practices. These early ideas laid the groundwork for understanding
how engagement in activities could influence health, even though the term
“occupational therapy” did not yet exist.

The Moral Treatment Movement

Fast forward to the 18th and 19th centuries, the moral treatment movement
gained momentum, especially in Europe and North America. This movement
revolutionized the care of individuals with mental illness by advocating
humane treatment and encouraging patients to engage in structured activities
such as gardening, sewing, and woodworking. This approach was a significant
departure from previous methods that often involved confinement and neglect.

The moral treatment movement highlighted how purposeful activity could
restore dignity and improve mental health, setting the stage for occupational
therapy as a discipline.



The Birth of Occupational Therapy as a
Profession

The formal establishment of occupational therapy as a professional field
occurred in the early 20th century, driven by social reformers, medical
professionals, and educators who recognized the need for specialized
rehabilitation services.

Influential Figures and Pioneers

Several individuals played pivotal roles in shaping occupational therapy:

- **William Rush Dunton Jr.**: Often called the “Father of Occupational
Therapy,” Dunton was a psychiatrist who promoted using occupations to treat
mental illness. He emphasized the importance of engaging patients in
meaningful activities to foster recovery.

- **Eleanor Clarke Slagle**: Known as the “Mother of Occupational Therapy,”
Slagle developed habit training techniques, helping patients establish
healthy routines through purposeful tasks. She also established some of the
first occupational therapy educational programs.

- **George Edward Barton**: A patient himself, Barton’s experience with
tuberculosis and amputation inspired him to promote occupational therapy as a
rehabilitative method. He founded the Consolation House, an early
rehabilitation center.

The Founding of the National Society for the
Promotion of Occupational Therapy

In 1917, a landmark event took place: the founding of the National Society
for the Promotion of Occupational Therapy (NSPOT), which later became the
American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA). This organization
formalized the profession, setting standards for education, practice, and
ethics.

The founding members met to discuss how occupational therapy could support
soldiers returning from World War I, many of whom suffered physical injuries
and psychological trauma. The war underscored the necessity of rehabilitation
and helped propel occupational therapy into the public eye.



Occupational Therapy Through the 20th Century

The 20th century was a period of rapid growth and diversification for
occupational therapy, as the profession expanded beyond mental health into
physical rehabilitation, pediatrics, geriatrics, and community health.

World Wars and Rehabilitation Advances

Both World Wars created a surge in demand for rehabilitation services.
Injured soldiers required therapies that restored function and independence.
Occupational therapists worked alongside physicians and physical therapists
to develop innovative treatments, including splinting, adaptive equipment,
and vocational training.

These experiences broadened the scope of occupational therapy and solidified
its role in multidisciplinary healthcare teams.

Educational Developments and Professional Growth

As occupational therapy evolved, so did its educational standards.
Universities began offering degree programs, and research became an integral
part of the profession. The focus shifted toward evidence-based practice,
ensuring that therapeutic methods were grounded in scientific study.

Legislation such as the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 in the United States
further supported the rights of people with disabilities and expanded
opportunities for occupational therapy services.

Philosophical Foundations and Theoretical
Models

Understanding the history of occupational therapy also involves exploring the
philosophical and theoretical frameworks that guide practice.

Holistic Approach to Health

From its inception, occupational therapy embraced a holistic view of health,
recognizing that a person’s physical, emotional, social, and cognitive
aspects are interconnected. This perspective distinguished it from purely
medical or physical approaches to rehabilitation.



Key Models in Occupational Therapy

Several models emerged to help therapists assess and plan interventions:

- **Model of Human Occupation (MOHO)**: Developed in the 1980s by Gary
Kielhofner, MOHO examines how motivation, habits, skills, and environment
influence occupational behavior.

- **Person-Environment-Occupation (PEO) Model**: This model focuses on the
interaction between the individual, their environment, and the occupations
they engage in.

These theories stem from decades of clinical practice and research,
reflecting the profession’s commitment to understanding human engagement in
meaningful activities.

The Global Spread and Modern Trends

Occupational therapy is no longer confined to Western countries; it has
become a global profession adapting to diverse cultures and healthcare
systems.

International Growth

Organizations like the World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT),
established in 1952, promote the advancement of occupational therapy
worldwide. Many countries have developed their own associations, educational
programs, and regulatory bodies.

Contemporary Practice and Innovations

Today, occupational therapists work in a variety of settings including
hospitals, schools, community centers, and private practice. They address a
wide range of conditions—from developmental disabilities and mental health
challenges to chronic diseases and aging.

Technological advancements such as virtual reality, telehealth, and assistive
devices are increasingly integrated into therapy, enhancing accessibility and
outcomes.



Why Understanding the History Matters

Learning about the history of occupational therapy is more than an academic
exercise; it provides valuable context for current practice. Recognizing the
profession’s roots in purposeful activity and holistic care reminds
therapists and clients alike of the profound connection between engagement
and well-being.

For students and practitioners, this historical perspective encourages
respect for foundational principles while inspiring innovation to meet
today’s challenges. For those seeking occupational therapy services,
understanding its background can deepen appreciation for the personalized and
meaningful nature of treatment.

The journey of occupational therapy—-from ancient philosophies to a dynamic,
evidence-based healthcare discipline—illustrates the power of human
creativity and resilience. As the profession continues to evolve, its history
serves as a compass guiding ongoing efforts to improve quality of life
through the transformative power of occupation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of occupational therapy?

Occupational therapy originated in the early 20th century, emerging from the
moral treatment movement and the Arts and Crafts movement, with the goal of
helping injured soldiers and individuals with mental illness regain skills
through purposeful activities.

Who is considered the founder of occupational
therapy?

Eleanor Clarke Slagle is often regarded as the founder of occupational
therapy due to her pioneering work in developing therapeutic programs and
establishing the first professional training program for occupational
therapists.

How did World War I impact the development of
occupational therapy?

World War I significantly accelerated the development of occupational therapy
as the need to rehabilitate injured soldiers led to increased recognition and
formalization of the profession.



What role did the Arts and Crafts movement play in
occupational therapy?

The Arts and Crafts movement influenced occupational therapy by emphasizing
the therapeutic value of engaging in creative and purposeful manual
activities, which became foundational in OT practices.

When was the American Occupational Therapy
Association (AOTA) founded?

The American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) was founded in 1917 to
promote the profession, set standards, and provide education and advocacy for
occupational therapists.

How has the focus of occupational therapy evolved
over time?

Occupational therapy has evolved from primarily focusing on physical
rehabilitation and mental health to encompassing holistic approaches that
address cognitive, emotional, and social aspects of a person's well-being.

What historical events contributed to the expansion
of occupational therapy in the 20th century?

Both World War I and World War II, along with the deinstitutionalization
movement and advances in medical technology, contributed to the expansion and
diversification of occupational therapy services.

How did occupational therapy contribute to mental
health treatment historically?

Historically, occupational therapy contributed to mental health by using
purposeful activities to engage patients, improve their functional abilities,
and support their reintegration into society.

What were some early challenges faced by the
occupational therapy profession?

Early challenges included lack of standardized education and training,
limited public and medical recognition, and the need to establish the
profession’s unique identity separate from other health disciplines.

Additional Resources

History of Occupational Therapy: Tracing the Evolution of a Vital Health
Profession



history of occupational therapy reveals a compelling narrative of human
resilience, innovation, and the enduring pursuit of holistic health care.
Emerging from the intersection of medicine, education, and social reform in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, occupational therapy has evolved into
a specialized field dedicated to enabling individuals to engage meaningfully
in daily activities despite physical, cognitive, or emotional challenges.
Understanding this history not only illuminates the profession’s foundational
philosophies but also contextualizes its modern applications and ongoing
development.

Origins and Early Influences of Occupational
Therapy

The origins of occupational therapy are deeply rooted in the broader socio-
medical movements of the 19th century, particularly the moral treatment
movement and the Arts and Crafts movement. During this era, prevailing
medical approaches to mental illness often involved confinement and
inactivity, which practitioners began to challenge by advocating for
purposeful activities as a therapeutic tool.

The Moral Treatment Movement

In the early 1800s, the moral treatment movement revolutionized mental health
care by emphasizing humane treatment and engagement in productive activities.
Pioneers like Philippe Pinel in France and William Tuke in England promoted
the idea that structured activity could restore mental health and social
functioning. This paradigm shift laid the groundwork for occupational therapy
by recognizing the intrinsic value of purposeful occupation in recovery.

Arts and Crafts Movement

Simultaneously, the Arts and Crafts movement, led by figures such as John
Ruskin and William Morris, championed the therapeutic and social benefits of
manual craftsmanship. This movement influenced early occupational therapy by
emphasizing creativity, skill development, and the dignity of labor, which
were incorporated into therapeutic regimens for patients recovering from
illness or injury.

The Formal Establishment of Occupational
Therapy



The formal establishment of occupational therapy as a distinct profession
occurred in the early 20th century, catalyzed by the aftermath of World War I
and the growing recognition of rehabilitation needs.

Founding Figures and Organizations

Key individuals such as William Rush Dunton Jr., Eleanor Clarke Slagle,
George Edward Barton, and Susan Tracy played pivotal roles in shaping
occupational therapy. Dunton, often called the “father of occupational
therapy,” authored foundational texts advocating the therapeutic use of
occupation. Slagle developed habit training, a cornerstone of early therapy
methods.

In 1917, these visionaries founded the National Society for the Promotion of
Occupational Therapy (NSPOT), later renamed the American Occupational Therapy
Association (AOTA). This organization formalized standards, education, and
professional ethics, marking a critical milestone in the field’s development.

Impact of World Wars on Occupational Therapy

Both World War I and World War II significantly accelerated the growth of
occupational therapy. The vast numbers of injured soldiers returning from
battlefields required rehabilitation to regain functional independence.
Occupational therapists provided vital services, ranging from physical
rehabilitation to psychological support, solidifying the profession’s
relevance and expanding its scope.

Evolution of Occupational Therapy Practices

Over the decades, occupational therapy has continuously adapted to advances
in medical science, societal needs, and theoretical frameworks.

Shift from Physical to Holistic Approaches

Initially focused on physical rehabilitation and manual tasks, occupational
therapy gradually embraced a more holistic approach that includes cognitive,
emotional, and social dimensions. The profession’s core philosophy now
centers on enabling participation in meaningful
activities—"occupations”—which encompass work, self-care, leisure, and
community involvement.



Theoretical Frameworks and Models

The adoption of various models has refined occupational therapy’s approach.
For example:

e Model of Human Occupation (MOHO): Emphasizes the motivation for
occupation, routine patterns, and environmental influences.

e Canadian Model of Occupational Performance (CMOP): Focuses on the
dynamic interaction between person, environment, and occupation.

e Person-Environment-Occupation (PEO) Model: Highlights the fit between
individual capabilities, environment, and occupational demands.

These frameworks have facilitated evidence-based practice and individualized
treatment planning, strengthening the profession’s clinical effectiveness.

Occupational Therapy in Contemporary Healthcare

Today, occupational therapy is a recognized allied health profession with a
wide range of applications across healthcare, education, and community
settings.

Expanding Roles and Specializations

Modern occupational therapists work with diverse populations, including
children with developmental disorders, adults recovering from strokes,
individuals with chronic mental health conditions, and elderly patients
facing age-related decline. Specializations such as hand therapy,
neurorehabilitation, ergonomic consulting, and assistive technology
integration highlight the profession’s adaptability.

Global Recognition and Professional Standards

The World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT), established in 1952,
promotes international collaboration and standardization of occupational
therapy education and practice. This global network enhances knowledge
exchange and ensures consistent quality of care across different countries.



Challenges and Future Directions in
Occupational Therapy

Despite its growth, the profession faces ongoing challenges, including
disparities in access to services, evolving healthcare policies, and the need
for continuous research to substantiate therapeutic outcomes.

Addressing Accessibility and Equity

Access to occupational therapy services remains uneven worldwide,
particularly in low-resource settings. Efforts to integrate occupational
therapy into primary healthcare and community-based programs are essential to
bridge these gaps.

Technological Integration

The rise of telehealth and advanced assistive technologies offers new
opportunities and challenges. Occupational therapists must balance
technological innovation with personalized, client-centered care to maintain
therapeutic efficacy.

Tracing the history of occupational therapy reveals a profession deeply
intertwined with social change, medical innovation, and humanistic values.
Its evolution from early moral treatment practices to a sophisticated,
evidence-based discipline underscores a commitment to enhancing quality of
life through meaningful occupation. As occupational therapy continues to
adapt within a dynamic healthcare landscape, its historical foundations
remain a vital guide for future progress.

History Of Occupational Therapy

history of occupational therapy: The History of Occupational Therapy Lori Andersen,
Kathlyn Reed, 2024-06-01 To understand who we are and where we are going, we first need to
understand who we were and where we came from. The History of Occupational Therapy: The First
Century by Drs. Lori T. Andersen and Kathlyn L. Reed follows a chronological timeline, providing
discussions and reflections on the influence of various personalities, politics, legislation and policy,
economics, socio-cultural values, technology, and educational factors that led to the progressive
maturation of the profession. The History of Occupational Therapy: The First Century includes
photographs of pioneers, leaders, and advocates of occupational therapy; pictures of occupational
therapy artifacts, including newspaper clippings and historical documents; maps showing historical
locations in occupational therapy practice and education; and sidebars that give glimpses into
personalities and events. Features: The only historical book on the profession’s first 100 years
Scholarly book for teaching, professional, and personal use Included with the text are online


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-185/history-of-occupational-therapy.pdf

supplemental materials for faculty use in the classroom. Features glimpses into occupational therapy
personalities The History of Occupational Therapy: The First Century provides all occupational
therapy practitioners and occupational therapy students with a historical context of the profession.
Generous use of photographs and illustrations create a visually stimulating and scholarly book that
provides the historical context of the profession, from the formative stages in the 18th century to the
eve of the Centennial Celebration in 2017, as well as a glimpse into the future. “History can tell us
that the seeming hardship, the self-doubts of efficacy, the searching for our roots are actually
precursors for establishing a new strategic vision and plan that could put us in the forefront of
progress.” Robert Bing, President, American Occupational Therapy Association, 1983

history of occupational therapy: The History of Occupational Therapy Lori T. Andersen,
Kathlyn L. Reed, 2017 The History of Occupational Therapy: The First Century by Drs. Lori T.
Andersen and Kathlyn L. Reed follows a chronological timeline, providing discussions and reflections
on the influence of various personalities, politics, legislation and policy, economics, socio-cultural
values, technology, and educational factors that led to the progressive maturation of the profession.

history of occupational therapy: Willard and Spackman's Occupational Therapy Barbara
A. Schell, Glen Gillen, Marjorie Scaffa, Ellen S. Cohn, 2013-03-08 Willard and Spackman’s
Occupational Therapy, Twelfth Edition, continues in the tradition of excellent coverage of critical
concepts and practices that have long made this text the leading resource for Occupational Therapy
students. Students using this text will learn how to apply client-centered, occupational, evidence
based approach across the full spectrum of practice settings. Peppered with first-person narratives,
which offer a unique perspective on the lives of those living with disease, this new edition has been
fully updated with a visually enticing full color design, and even more photos and illustrations. Vital
pedagogical features, including case studies, Practice Dilemmas, and Provocative questions, help
position students in the real-world of occupational therapy practice to help prepare them to react
appropriately.

history of occupational therapy: Occupational Therapy in Australia Ted Brown, Helen M.
Bourke-Taylor, Stephen Isbel, Reinie Cordier, Louise Gustafsson, 2021-04-18 This ground-breaking
text provides a comprehensive guide to the occupational therapy profession in Australia, from the
profession’s role in the health care system to the broad scope and nature of its practice. The book is
organised into three sections: the Australian context; professional issues and practice issues.
Contributions from 80 Australian occupational therapists working in education, research, policy and
practice bring together the most relevant and up-to-date information in this essential book. The
authors begin the Australian environment section with an overview of the Australian health care
system, a history of occupational therapy in Australia and the role of Australian occupational therapy
professional associations and regulatory bodies. The values and philosophy of occupational therapy,
ethical and legal aspects of practice and the role of occupational therapy in population health and
health promotion are considered next. The professional issues covered in the book include using
effective communication skills, client-centred practice principles and a strength-based approach
when working with individuals, families, groups, communities, organisations and populations.
Additional topics, including occupational science, the education of occupational therapists, research
in occupational therapy, evidence-based practice clinical reasoning and occupational therapy models
of practice, are also covered in the middle section of the book. Occupational Therapy in Australia:
Practice and Process Issues is established as the essential practice reference for students,
practitioners and educators in Australia. This second edition has been revised and updated
throughout and includes new chapters on communication skills, environmental aspects of
occupational therapy practice and decolonising occupational therapy through a strength-based
approach to practice.

history of occupational therapy: Willard and Spackman's Occupational Therapy Gillen,
Glen, Catana Brown, 2023-07-13 A foundational book for use from the classroom to fieldwork and
throughout practice, Willard & Spackman’s Occupational Therapy, 14th Edition, remains the
must-have resource for the Occupational Therapy profession. This cornerstone of OT and OTA



education offers students a practical, comprehensive overview of the many theories and facets of OT
care, while its status as one of the top texts informing the NBCOT certification exam makes it an
essential volume for new practitioners. The updated 14th edition presents a more realistic and
inclusive focus of occupational therapy as a world-wide approach to enhancing occupational
performance, participation, and quality of life. It aims to help today’s students and clinicians around
the world focus on the pursuit of fair treatment, access, opportunity, and advancement for all while
striving to identify and eliminate barriers that prevent full participation.

history of occupational therapy: Powerful Occupational Therapists Christine Peters,
2014-07-10 Powerful Occupational Therapists examines the life and times of a small group of
occupational therapy leaders and scholars in a post-1950s America, to market their profession as
one of increasing importance. Participating in the 1950s rehabilitation, the 1960s equal rights, and
the 1970s women’s movements, these innovators, being primarily women, aimed to define
themselves as having professional and scientific authority that was distinct from the male-dominated
medical model. The community of therapists faced challenges such as that of retaining the
appearance of being ladylike whilst doing unladylike tasks. This book describes the personal
experiences of 12 differing occupational therapists and it identifies how a group of them
strengthened and developed the profession in the face of diverse challenges. This volume would be
of interest to those studying occupational therapy, women and medicine and the history of medicine.
This book was originally published as a special issue of Occupational Therapy in Mental Health.

history of occupational therapy: Therapeutics and Science in the History of
Occupational Therapy Don M. Gordon, 2002

history of occupational therapy: Model of Human Occupation Gary Kielhofner, 2008 Model of
Human Occupation, Fourth Edition offers a complete and current presentation of the most widely
used model in occupational therapy, and delivers the latest in MOHO theory, research, and
application to practice. This authoritative text explores what motivates individuals, how they select
occupations and establish everyday routines, how environment influences occupational behavior,
and more. NEW TO THIS EDITION: Case Vignettes that illustrate key concepts that students need to
know Case Studies that help students apply the model to practice Chapter on evidence based
practice (ch. 25) Chapter on World Health Organization and AOTA practice framework and language
links the MOHO model to two widely used frameworks (ch. 27) Photographs of real patients help
bring the concepts and cases to life

history of occupational therapy: Powerful Occupational Therapists Christine Peters,
2014-07-10 Powerful Occupational Therapists examines the life and times of a small group of
occupational therapy leaders and scholars in a post-1950s America, to market their profession as
one of increasing importance. Participating in the 1950s rehabilitation, the 1960s equal rights, and
the 1970s women’s movements, these innovators, being primarily women, aimed to define
themselves as having professional and scientific authority that was distinct from the male-dominated
medical model. The community of therapists faced challenges such as that of retaining the
appearance of being ladylike whilst doing unladylike tasks. This book describes the personal
experiences of 12 differing occupational therapists and it identifies how a group of them
strengthened and developed the profession in the face of diverse challenges. This volume would be
of interest to those studying occupational therapy, women and medicine and the history of medicine.
This book was originally published as a special issue of Occupational Therapy in Mental Health.

history of occupational therapy: Occupation for Health Ann A. Wilcock, 2001

history of occupational therapy: Elder Care in Occupational Therapy Sandra Cutler Lewis,
2003 Elder Care in Occupational Therapy has been extensively revised into a new and completely
updated second edition. This pragmatic text presents up-to-date information in a user-friendly
format that seamlessly flows from one subject to the next. From wellness to hospice, Elder Care in
Occupational Therapy, Second Edition offers a broad yet detailed discussion of occupational therapy
practice that is devoted to older adults. A wide variety of topics are covered in a concise format,
such as historical perspectives, theoretical insights, the aging process, and current interventional



strategies, to name a few. Twenty informative appendices are also included that clarify issues such
as Medicare coverage, community and clinical living arrangements, client-centered practice,
exercise programs, evidence-based practice, and a summary of the newly adopted Occupational
Therapy Practice Framework: Domain and Process. Additional features:Contains information about
the most advanced scientific achievements that can ultimately affect occupational therapy. Lists new
and updated resource materials. Presents case studies that provide theoretical considerations and
Intervention methods. Clearly discusses exciting and new venues for occupational therapy
programming. Explains fundamentals of documentation and current reimbursement issues. Perfect
for the student or clinician, Elder Care in Occupational Therapy, Second Edition provides classic,
professional information on theory, disease entities, and intervention in a comprehensive format.

history of occupational therapy: Nursing History Review, Volume 8, 2000 Joan E. Lynaugh,
RN, PhD, FAAN, 2000-01-01 Nursing History Review, an annual peer-reviewed publication of the
American Association for the History of Nursing, is a showcase for the most significant current
research on nursing history. Regular sections include scholarly articles, over a dozen book reviews
of the best publications on nursing and health care history that have appeared in the past year, and
a section abstracting new doctoral dissertations on nursing history. Historians, researchers, and
individuals fascinated with the rich field of nursing will find this an important resource.

history of occupational therapy: Bibliography of the History of Medicine , 1993

history of occupational therapy: The History of Occupational Therapy in Israel Nira Sussman,
1899

history of occupational therapy: Occupational Therapy with Aging Adults Karen Frank
Barney, Margaret Perkinson, 2015-12-09 Look no further for the book that provides the information
essential for successful practice in the rapidly growing field of gerontological occupational therapy!
Occupational Therapy with Aging Adults is a new, comprehensive text edited by OT and
gerontological experts Karen Frank Barney and Margaret Perkinson that takes a unique
interdisciplinary and collaborative approach in covering every major aspects of geriatric
gerontological occupational therapy practice. With 30 chapters written by 70 eminent leaders in
gerontology and OT, this book covers the entire continuum of care for the aging population along
with special considerations for this rapidly growing demographic. This innovative text also covers
topical issues spanning the areas of ethical approaches to treatment; nutrition and oral health
concerns; pharmacological issues; low vision interventions; assistive technology supports; and more
to ensure readers are well versed in every aspect of this key practice area. UNIQUE!
Intraprofessional and interprofessional approach to intervention emphasizes working holistically and
collaboratively in serving older adults. Case examples help you learn to apply new information to
actual patient situations. Questions at the end of each chapter can be used for discussion or other
learning applications. Chapter on evidence-based practice discusses how to incorporate evidence
into the clinical setting. Chapter on ethics provides a deeper understanding of how to address
challenging ethical dilemmas. UNIQUE! Chapter on the wide range of physiological changes among
the aging patient population highlights related occupational performance issues. UNIQUE! Chapter
on oral health explores the challenges faced by older adults.

history of occupational therapy: The Politics of Knowledge in the Biomedical Sciences
Jonathan Jansen, Jess Auerbach, 2023-11-06 In the wake of the decolonization movement in South
Africa and around the world, this edited work presents fresh evidence and advances new arguments
on the politics and economics of colonial biomedical knowledge in South Africa and other parts of
the African continent. Covering a richly diverse set of fields---including human genetics, obstetrics,
occupational therapy, medical photography and the vaccine sciences---the book demonstrates the
troubled histories and the enduring effects of imperial knowledge decades since the end of colonial
rule and apartheid. This is a valuable text on the politics of the biomedical sciences written from the
perspective of the African continent, and at the same time it revisits knowledge/power relationships
between the majority (“global South”) and minority (“global north”) words in a historical perspective
and in their contemporary expression in the disciplines. The immediate benefit is a reference




resource for medical science researchers, and a teaching text for senior undergraduate and
postgraduate students. The book is further composed as an accessible, readable and interesting text
on politics and medicine in Africa for the discerning lay reader.

history of occupational therapy: Sociology of Work in Canada Audrey Wipper, 1994-01-15 A
revised edition of Sociology of Work, this edition features the sociological relationships between
English and French Canadians, taking into account the rapidity of social change that has occurred in
Quebec and throughout Canada.

history of occupational therapy: Stroke Recovery and Rehabilitation, 2nd Edition Richard D.
Zorowitz, 2014-09-18 The definitive core text in its field, Stroke Recovery and Rehabilitation is a
comprehensive reference covering all aspects of stroke rehabilitation 6 from neurophysiology of
stroke through the latest treatments and interventions for functional recovery and restoration of
mobility. This second edition is completely updated to reflect recent advances in scientific
understanding of neural recovery and growing evidence for new clinical therapies. The second
edition 6 which includes free e-book access with every print purchase 6 continues to provide
in-depth information on the assessment and management of all acute and long-term stroke-related
impairments and complications including cognitive dysfunctions, musculoskeletal pain, and
psychological issues. It examines risk factors, epidemiology, prevention, and neurophysiology as well
as complementary and alternative therapies, functional assessments, care systems, ethical issues,
and community and psychosocial reintegration. With contributions from over 100 acknowledged
leaders from every branch of the stroke recovery field, this edition features expanded coverage of
key issues such as the role of robotics and virtual reality in rehabilitation. New chapters have been
incorporated to cover fields of recent exploration including transcranial magnetic stimulation,
biomarkers, and genetics of recovery as well as essentials like the use of medication and the
survivoris perspective. The up-to-date presentation of scientific underpinnings and multi-specialty
clinical perspectives from physical medicine and rehabilitation, neurology, physical therapy,
occupational therapy, speech and language pathology, and nursing ensures that Stroke Recovery
and Rehabilitation will continue to serve as an invaluable reference for every health care
professional working to restore function and help stroke survivors achieve their maximum potential.
New to Stroke Recovery and Rehabilitation, Second Edition All chapters are thoroughly revised and
updated to reflect advances in scientific understanding of neural recovery and clinical progress Five
completely new chapters and expanded coverage of key issues that drive the field forward New
contributions from leading stroke specialists from all involved disciplines Includes access to the
fully-searchable downloadable ebook

history of occupational therapy: Perspectives in Human Occupation Paula Kramer, Jim
Hinojosa, Charlotte Brasic Royeen, 2003 This anchor text provides students with a firm foundation
on the emerging perspectives of occupation. The book fosters an understanding of where the
profession is today as well as where the various scholars are headed with their unique perspectives.
It includes issues to be considered when implementing these perspectives into practice, and is
designed to support the educational standards set by the Accreditation Council for Occupational
Therapy Education (ACOTE). Compatibility: BlackBerry(R) OS 4.1 or Higher / iPhone/iPod Touch 2.0
or Higher /Palm OS 3.5 or higher / Palm Pre Classic / Symbian S60, 3rd edition (Nokia) / Windows
Mobile(TM) Pocket PC (all versions) / Windows Mobile Smartphone / Windows
98SE/2000/ME/XP/Vista/Tablet PC

history of occupational therapy: Human Occupation Ted Brown, Stephen Isbel, Louise
Gustafsson, Sharon Gutman, Diane Powers Dirette, Bethan Collins, Tim Barlott, 2024-09-17 This
comprehensive textbook provides occupational therapy and science students and practitioners with
a complete overview of the key human occupation concepts, as well as a range of perspectives
through which occupational therapy and occupational science can be viewed and understood.
Comprising 40 chapters, the book is divided into five sections: Section 1: Overview of Human
Occupation. Introducing the occupational therapy field and its conceptual landscape, including
different models of therapeutic practice and practice reasoning Section 2: Contemporary




Perspectives on Human Occupation. Including critical perspectives on disability and race and the
philosophical foundations of occupational science Section 3: Principal Concepts. Explaining the
conceptual language of human occupation across key person, social, psychological, physical,
performance, and environmental issues Section 4: Human Occupation across the Lifespan and Life
Course. Covers human occupation from infancy to later adulthood Section 5: Domains/Types of
Human Occupation. From sleep to play, sexuality to social participation, and education to work
Uniquely international in scope, each chapter in this edited book includes learning objectives, key
terms, summary dot points, review questions, and a list of additional online resources for readers to
refer to. This is a complete resource for anyone beginning an occupational therapy course, clinicians
seeking an accessible reference work to support their practice, or occupational scientists needing to
refer to contemporary occupation-related concepts.
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