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Economic Reasons for Imperialism: Understanding the Drive Behind Global Expansion

economic reasons for imperialism have played a pivotal role in shaping the history of global interactions,
especially during the 19th and early 20th centuries. When nations extended their control over foreign
territories, it wasn’t just about political power or cultural dominance; economic motivations often fueled
these expansions. Understanding these economic underpinnings offers a fascinating glimpse into why
empires grew and how their ambitions affected the world’s economic landscape.

The Foundations of Economic Imperialism

Imperialism, at its core, is the policy or practice by which a country increases its power by acquiring
territory or controlling the political and economic life of other areas. While strategic and ideological reasons
were important, economic factors were often the primary driving force behind imperialism. Nations
sought new markets, resources, and investment opportunities to fuel their industrial growth and maintain
economic dominance.

Demand for Raw Materials

One of the most compelling economic reasons for imperialism was the insatiable demand for raw materials.
The Industrial Revolution transformed economies, creating huge factories that required a steady supply of
natural resources. European powers, as well as the United States and Japan, found their domestic supplies
insufficient for the growing industrial appetite.

Colonies offered abundant resources such as rubber, cotton, oil, gold, and minerals—resources that were
either scarce or unavailable in the imperialist countries themselves. For example, British imperialism in
India and Africa secured access to cotton and other raw materials essential for textile manufacturing. The
extraction of these resources from colonies helped fuel the industrial engines back home.

Access to New Markets

Industrialized nations produced more goods than their domestic markets could consume. Selling surplus
products in foreign markets became essential for sustaining economic growth. Colonies and controlled
territories provided captive markets where imperial powers could sell manufactured goods without facing
competition from other economic players.



This access to new markets ensured that industrial economies remained vibrant, reducing the risk of
economic downturns caused by overproduction. The imperial powers often imposed trade policies favoring
their own products, creating economic dependencies that bolstered their global dominance.

Investment Opportunities and Capital Expansion

Beyond resources and markets, imperialism opened lucrative avenues for investment. Capitalist economies
sought to invest surplus capital in profitable ventures abroad. Colonies offered opportunities for
infrastructure development like railways, ports, and plantations, which promised high returns. These
investments helped not only to exploit resources more efficiently but also to integrate colonies into the
global economy in a way that benefited the imperial powers.

Surplus Capital and the Search for Profits

By the late 19th century, many industrial countries had accumulated surplus capital and were eager to
invest it beyond their borders. Domestic markets could not absorb all the capital generated, and high
returns from foreign investments were alluring. Imperial possessions provided safer and more controlled
environments for these investments compared to purely foreign, independent countries.

Banks and businesses from imperial powers funneled money into colonial enterprises, such as mining
operations, agricultural plantations, and transportation infrastructure. This capital flow reinforced economic
ties and deepened imperial control.

Monopolies and Economic Control

Imperialism also allowed countries to establish monopolies over critical commodities and industries. By
controlling entire regions or resources, imperial powers could manipulate prices and supply chains to their
advantage. This economic control diminished local competition and ensured that profits flowed back to the
imperial centers.

Monopolies often emerged in sectors like sugar, tea, oil, and rubber, where imperial companies dominated
production and trade. This control not only maximized profits but also helped maintain the geopolitical
status of imperial nations.



Strategic Economic Motivations: Beyond Immediate Profits

While direct economic gains were significant, there were broader economic strategies behind imperialism.
These included securing economic security, protecting trade routes, and ensuring long-term economic
dominance.

Securing Economic Security and Resources

Economic reasons for imperialism also encompassed the desire to guarantee access to vital resources and
economic stability. Nations feared that if they did not control key resource-rich areas, rival powers would,
potentially cutting off essential supplies.

For example, the scramble for Africa was partly driven by European fears of losing access to precious
metals and raw materials. Control over these regions ensured that imperial powers could weather economic
fluctuations and geopolitical tensions without resource shortages.

Protecting Trade Routes and Economic Interests

Imperialism was instrumental in protecting crucial trade routes and maritime chokepoints. Colonies often
served as naval bases and coaling stations, enabling imperial navies to safeguard sea lanes vital for
commercial shipping.

Maintaining control over these trade arteries was essential for the smooth transport of goods and raw
materials. Economic reasons for imperialism here intertwined with military strategy, as economic
prosperity depended heavily on unimpeded trade.

How Economic Imperialism Shaped Global Inequality

The economic reasons for imperialism had profound and lasting impacts on global economic structures.
While imperial powers enriched themselves, many colonized regions experienced exploitation and
economic dependency.

Exploitation of Labor and Resources

Colonial economies were often restructured to serve the needs of the imperial powers. This meant



exploiting local labor forces and redirecting natural resources away from indigenous development toward
exports benefiting the colonizers.

Forced labor, low wages, and harsh working conditions were common in colonies, fueling resentment and
resistance but also ensuring the profitability of colonial enterprises. The economic model prioritized
extraction and export rather than local industrialization.

Creation of Economic Dependency

Imperial rule frequently left colonies dependent on a narrow range of exported commodities, making their
economies vulnerable to global market fluctuations. This economic dependency hindered diversification
and long-term development.

Post-colonial nations often struggled to break free from this legacy, facing challenges in building robust,
independent economies. The economic reasons for imperialism thus set in motion patterns of uneven
development that persist today.

The Legacy of Economic Motivations in Modern Imperialism

Though traditional imperialism has largely receded, economic motivations continue to drive forms of
modern influence and control, often called neo-imperialism or economic imperialism.

Multinational Corporations and Economic Influence

Today, powerful multinational corporations operate globally, sometimes exerting influence akin to imperial
powers of the past. Their investments, control over resources, and influence over local economies reflect
economic reasons for imperialism in a contemporary context.

Through foreign direct investment, trade agreements, and economic aid, dominant economies maintain
significant sway over less developed countries, shaping economic policies and priorities in ways that mirror
historic imperial relationships.

Resource Control and Global Supply Chains

Control over critical resources remains a central economic strategy. Countries and corporations vie for access
to oil, rare earth minerals, and other vital inputs, often sparking geopolitical tensions reminiscent of



imperial competition.

Global supply chains link production across continents, but the economic benefits are unevenly distributed,
reflecting echoes of imperial economic structures.

Exploring the economic reasons for imperialism not only unravels the motives behind historical expansion
but also sheds light on contemporary global economic dynamics. The desire for resources, markets,
investment opportunities, and strategic economic security continues to influence how nations and
corporations interact around the world, making imperialism’s economic legacy a vital topic in
understanding past and present international relations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main economic reasons for imperialism?
The main economic reasons for imperialism include the desire for new markets to sell goods, the need for
raw materials to fuel industrial production, and opportunities for profitable investments.

How did industrialization influence economic imperialism?
Industrialization increased the demand for raw materials and new markets, prompting imperial powers to
acquire colonies rich in resources and potential consumers.

Why were raw materials important in the economic motives for
imperialism?
Raw materials such as rubber, oil, and minerals were essential for manufacturing industries, and imperial
powers sought control over territories that supplied these resources.

How did the search for new markets drive imperialism?
As production increased due to industrialization, countries needed new markets to sell their surplus goods,
leading them to establish colonies and trading posts abroad.

What role did investment opportunities play in economic imperialism?
Imperial powers invested capital in colonies to build infrastructure, extract resources, and develop
industries, seeking higher returns than were available at home.



How did economic competition among European powers fuel
imperialism?
Competition for resources, markets, and investment opportunities led European nations to expand their
empires aggressively to secure economic advantages.

In what ways did imperialism benefit the economies of colonizing
countries?
Imperialism provided access to cheap raw materials, expanded markets for manufactured goods, and
opportunities for profitable investments, boosting economic growth.

How did the economic motives for imperialism affect colonized regions?
Colonized regions were often exploited for their resources, had their economies restructured to serve
imperial interests, and faced economic dependency and underdevelopment.

What is the relationship between capitalism and economic imperialism?
Capitalism's need for continuous expansion and profit led to imperialism as capitalists sought new markets,
resources, and investment opportunities abroad.

How did economic imperialism contribute to global inequality?
Economic imperialism concentrated wealth and resources in imperial powers while extracting value from
colonies, leading to unequal development and persistent global disparities.

Additional Resources
Economic Reasons for Imperialism: An In-Depth Analysis

economic reasons for imperialism have played a pivotal role in shaping global history, particularly during
the 19th and early 20th centuries when European powers aggressively expanded their territories across
Asia, Africa, and the Americas. This expansion was not merely a quest for political dominance or cultural
influence but was deeply rooted in the pursuit of economic benefits that could enhance national wealth and
power. Understanding these economic drivers offers critical insights into the motivations behind
imperialism and its lasting impact on global economic structures.



The Economic Foundations of Imperialism

Imperialism, at its core, involves the extension of a nation's authority over foreign lands, often through
colonization or economic dominance. While ideological and strategic factors contributed to imperial
expansion, economic reasons for imperialism frequently served as the primary catalyst. The Industrial
Revolution, which began in the late 18th century, drastically altered the economic landscape of Europe and
North America, creating new demands and opportunities that fueled imperial ambitions.

The unprecedented growth in industrial production resulted in surplus goods and capital that required
new markets and investment opportunities. Simultaneously, the need for raw materials to feed burgeoning
industries intensified. Hence, imperial powers sought territories rich in natural resources and new
consumer markets to maintain economic growth and competitiveness.

Access to Raw Materials and Natural Resources

One of the foremost economic reasons for imperialism was the acquisition of raw materials necessary for
industrial economies. Colonies provided access to valuable commodities such as rubber, cotton, oil, minerals,
and timber, which were often scarce or unavailable in the imperial powers' home countries.

For example, the British Empire's control over India and parts of Africa ensured a steady supply of cotton,
critical for its textile mills. Similarly, Belgian Congo became a significant source of rubber, a resource
essential for the automotive and manufacturing industries. Control over these materials allowed imperial
nations to reduce dependency on foreign suppliers and stabilize their industrial production.

Expansion of Markets for Manufactured Goods

Industrialized nations faced the challenge of overproduction as factories churned out more goods than
domestic markets could absorb. This surplus necessitated the search for new markets where manufactured
products could be sold. Colonies offered captive consumer bases where imperial powers could export goods
without the constraints of tariffs and competition that existed in international markets.

For instance, France expanded into parts of North and West Africa partly to create markets for its industrial
products. The economic rationale was straightforward: by controlling these territories, imperial nations
could stimulate demand, boost exports, and sustain industrial growth.

Investment Opportunities and Capital Export



The rapid accumulation of capital during the Industrial Revolution led to the need for profitable
investment outlets. Many imperial powers viewed colonies as safe and lucrative destinations for surplus
capital. Investments in infrastructure projects such as railways, ports, and mines in colonies not only
generated returns but also facilitated the extraction and export of resources.

British investments in Indian railways and South African mines exemplify how imperialism created
avenues for capital export. These investments often reinforced economic dependence of colonies on
imperial centers, further entrenching the economic motives behind imperialism.

Economic Competition Among Imperial Powers

The scramble for colonies was also driven by intense competition among emerging and established powers.
Imperialism became a way to secure economic advantages over rivals by controlling strategic territories
and resources.

Economic Rivalry and Strategic Colonization

European powers such as Britain, France, Germany, and Belgium competed to establish colonies that would
enhance their economic and geopolitical standing. The Berlin Conference of 1884-85, which regulated the
colonization of Africa, was largely motivated by the desire to prevent conflict over resource-rich territories.

Economic reasons for imperialism were intertwined with national prestige and security concerns. Control
over economically valuable colonies was seen as essential to maintaining a favorable balance of power and
securing trade routes.

Mercantilism and Economic Policies

Though mercantilism as an economic doctrine had largely faded by the 19th century, its legacy influenced
imperial economic strategies. Imperial powers often adopted policies that favored the economic interests of
the metropole, such as imposing tariffs on colonial goods or restricting colonial manufacturing to ensure
dependence on imports from the home country.

These policies ensured that wealth flowed from colonies to imperial centers, reinforcing the economic
rationale behind maintaining and expanding imperial control.



Socio-Economic Impacts of Economic Imperialism

While economic reasons for imperialism benefited imperial powers, they often had complex and lasting
effects on colonized regions.

Economic Exploitation and Structural Changes

Colonial economies were frequently restructured to prioritize the extraction of raw materials and
production of cash crops for export, often at the expense of local needs and traditional economies. This led to
economic dependency, underdevelopment, and in some cases, impoverishment of indigenous populations.

For example, the focus on rubber and mineral extraction in the Congo led to environmental degradation
and social upheaval. Similarly, the transformation of Indian agriculture to support British textile industries
had profound effects on local food security and rural livelihoods.

Infrastructure Development and Economic Integration

On the positive side, imperialism spurred the development of infrastructure such as railroads, ports, and
telegraph lines in many colonies, which facilitated economic integration and modernization.

These developments laid the groundwork for future economic growth, though they primarily served
imperial interests during the colonial period.

Labor Exploitation and Economic Inequality

The economic motives behind imperialism often resulted in exploitative labor practices, including forced
labor, low wages, and poor working conditions. This contributed to systemic economic inequalities that
persisted long after the end of formal colonial rule.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Economic Imperialism

The economic reasons for imperialism were central to the expansionist policies of major powers during the
19th and early 20th centuries. Access to raw materials, new markets, investment opportunities, and
economic rivalry drove imperial ambitions and reshaped global economic relations.



While imperialism contributed to industrial growth and capital accumulation in imperial centers, it also
imposed significant economic costs and structural challenges on colonized regions. These dynamics continue
to influence contemporary economic disparities and international relations, underscoring the profound and
complex economic legacy of imperialism.

Economic Reasons For Imperialism

  economic reasons for imperialism: The Economic Causes of Imperialism Martin Wolfe, 1972
  economic reasons for imperialism: Basic Economics Thomas Sowell, 2014-12-02 The
bestselling citizen's guide to economics Basic Economics is a citizen's guide to economics, written
for those who want to understand how the economy works but have no interest in jargon or
equations. Bestselling economist Thomas Sowell explains the general principles underlying different
economic systems: capitalist, socialist, feudal, and so on. In readable language, he shows how to
critique economic policies in terms of the incentives they create, rather than the goals they
proclaim. With clear explanations of the entire field, from rent control and the rise and fall of
businesses to the international balance of payments, this is the first book for anyone who wishes to
understand how the economy functions. This fifth edition includes a new chapter explaining the
reasons for large differences of wealth and income between nations. Drawing on lively examples
from around the world and from centuries of history, Sowell explains basic economic principles for
the general public in plain English.
  economic reasons for imperialism: The Economic Reason Shane Sanders, 2020-12-14 In a
series of conversational essays, this textbook discusses the manner in which economic thought
addresses a broad array of everyday issues beyond classical textbook treatments. In the spirit of
popular economics books, the author uncovers economic issues and solutions from individuals,
businesses, society, and the country as a whole in a decidedly non-technical and relatable manner.
Should the federal government mandate use of child safety seats on commercial airlines? Can
genetic information substitute for a college degree? The contents of this book touch on many of
these contemporary topics in an accessible way. Addressing undergraduate and graduate students,
as well as scholars in different fields of economics, this book is a must-read for everybody interested
in a better understanding of economic thought.
  economic reasons for imperialism: German and United States Colonialism in a Connected
World Janne Lahti, 2021-01-28 This book contributes to global history by examining the connected
histories of German and United States colonial empires from the early nineteenth century to the
Nazi era. It looks at multiple and multidirectional flows, transfers, and circulations of ideas, people,
and practices as Germany and the US were embedded in, and created by, an interconnected world of
empires. This relationship was not exceptional, but emblematic of the diverse entanglements that
created colonial globality. Colonial entanglements between Germany and the United States took on
many forms, but these shared and intersecting histories have been underanalyzed. Traditionally,
Germany and the United States have been understood to have taken, respectively, an authoritarian
and liberal path into modernity. But there is no neat dichotomy, as the contributors to this book
illustrate. There are many more similarities than have previously been appreciated – and they are
the result of multilayered entanglements made visible via conquest, settler societies, racialization,
and rule of difference. Building on present historiographies of empires, colonialism, and
globalization, this book introduces new analytical possibilities for examining these two relatively
understudied empires alongside each other, as well as at their intersections. Chapter 1 is available
open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.
  economic reasons for imperialism: The Confessions of a Reformer Frederic C. Howe, 1925

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-185/economic-reasons-for-imperialism.pdf


Frederic C. Howe lived in interesting times. By education (at Johns Hopkins in the early 1890s) and
instinct he was a progressive, in the best sense of that term. From the Cleveland of Tom Johnson to
the Washington of FDR he “unlearned” his early predjudices and given values, yet “under the ruins”
of it all he kept his idealism. Howe’s autobiographical record was originally published in 1925.
  economic reasons for imperialism: A History of Economic Thought, 10th Edition Lokanathan
V., This book provides a comprehensive coverage of the origin and development of economic thought
from the ancient times to the present day. It documents the contributions of major thinkers from the
time of Hebrews to Maurice Dobb, and the perspectives that influenced the economic thought. The
book also provides an account of the recent trends in Indian economic thought and will be of interest
and relevance to all students and scholars of the subject. It covers the syllabus of economic thought
of major Indian universities.
  economic reasons for imperialism: International Relations M. Nicholson, 2002 A primer to
the study of international relations, this book outlines key theories, traditional approaches, and
long-time controversies, focusing on the legacies of imperialism and the accelerating pace of
globalization.
  economic reasons for imperialism: Ancient History: Key Themes and Approaches Neville
Morley, 2002-09-09 Ancient History: Key Themes and Approaches is a sourcebook of writings on
ancient history. It presents over 500 of the most important stimulating and provocative arguments
by modern writers on the subject, and as such constitutes an invaluable reference resource. The first
section deals with different aspects of life in the ancient world, such as democracy, imperialism,
slavery and sexuality, while the second section covers the ideas of key ancient historians and other
writers on classical antiquity. Overall this book offers an invaluable introduction to the most
important ideas, theories and controversies in ancient history, and a thought-provoking survey of the
range of views and approaches to the subject.
  economic reasons for imperialism: New Standards in Industry, Politics, Education
Margaret Cole, 1923
  economic reasons for imperialism: International Relations: A European Perspective Mario
Telò, 2016-04-22 International Relations: A European Perspective presents the main schools of
international relations while underlining the added value of the European approach. Contrary to US
or East Asian perspectives, a European viewpoint adopts a critical approach to traditional cleavages.
The author demonstrates the added value of a European approach to international relations, taking
into account both the shortcomings and achievements found within European history and current
European unity. Key themes include: the evolution of state sovereignty, regional cooperation
between previous enemies, political impact of economic integration, regimes building, international
rule setting, institutionalization of international relations, and the weight of ideas and perceptions by
transnational cooperation. This comprehensive assessment takes into consideration every school of
international relations critically presented from this original perspective and as such makes the book
ideal for courses on international relations.
  economic reasons for imperialism: The International Theory of Leonard Woolf P. Wilson,
2005-10-29 Colonial civil servant, Fabian socialist, and eminence grise of the Bloombury Circle,
Leonard Woolf was one of the most prolific writers on international relations of the early to
mid-Twentieth Century. His report for the Fabian Society, International Government , was influential
on the creation of the League of Nations. He was co-founder of the popular pressure group, the
League of Nations Society. He was a leading critic of empire. He helped to educate the British
Labour Party on global issues, constructing, in 1929, its first credible foreign policy. With his wife,
Virginia, he founded the celebrated Hogarth Press. He pioneered 'functionalist' and 'transnationalist'
theory. He pioneered documentary journalism. He wrote towards the end of his long life one of the
most insightful autobiographies of the Twentieth Century. This book examines the thought of this
fascinating and relatively unknown political thinker. It thoroughly reassesses his ideas, for decades
condemned as 'utopian', in the context of the much more fluid international scene of theTwenty-First
century. In particular, it asks have his ideas about international government gained new pertinence



in the post-Cold War world?
  economic reasons for imperialism: UGC NET Political Science Paper II Chapter Wise Note
Book | Complete Preparation Guide EduGorilla Prep Experts, 2022-09-15 • Best Selling Book in
English Edition for UGC NET Political Science Paper II Exam with objective-type questions as per
the latest syllabus given by the NTA . • Increase your chances of selection by 16X. • UGC NET
Political Science Paper II Kit comes with well-structured Content & Chapter wise Practice Tests for
your self evaluation • Clear exam with good grades using thoroughly Researched Content by
experts.
  economic reasons for imperialism: UGC NET Political Science (Paper-II) Study Notes ,
  economic reasons for imperialism: The New Imperial Histories Reader Stephen Howe,
2020-07-24 In recent years, imperial history has experienced a newfound vigour, dynamism and
diversity. There has been an explosion of new work in the field, which has been driven into even
greater prominence by contemporary world events. However, this resurgence has brought with it
disputes between those who are labelled as exponents of a ‘new imperial history’ and those who can,
by default, be termed old imperial historians. This collection not only gathers together some of the
most important, influential and controversial work which has come to be labelled ‘new imperial
history’, but also presents key examples of innovative recent writing across the broader fields of
imperial and colonial studies. This book is the perfect companion for any student interested in
empires and global history.
  economic reasons for imperialism: The Black Atlantic’s triple burden Adekeye Adebajo,
2025-06-10 This volume demonstrates the continuities of five centuries of European slavery and
colonialism in Africa, the Caribbean, and the Americas, examining calls for reparations in all three
regions for crimes against humanity. Authored by eminent scholars largely based in these areas, it
contributes to transforming educational curricula globally. This collection is a comprehensive,
multidisciplinary and enables cross-regional comparisons to be drawn, ensuring that important
global events are read from diverse perspectives. The volume is aimed at subject area experts, as
well as students in diverse areas of the humanities and beyond who seek a sound introductory
reference book to these important historical subjects to which they are often not exposed. The
authors thus represent a multi-disciplinary group encompassing diverse fields such as history,
international relations, politics, economics, sociology, anthropology, literature, and languages. The
book introduces readers to foreign-language historical sources — often inaccessible to an
English-speaking audience — on these pivotal topics.
  economic reasons for imperialism: Pamphlet Catholic Association for International Peace,
1928
  economic reasons for imperialism: Beyond Borders: Notes On The Colonial And Post-Colonial
Dynamics In The Americas, Europe And Indonesia Baskara T. Wardaya SJ., 2017-05-31 WHAT did
the Romans, Genghis Khan, Christopher Columbus and the CIA have in common? They were all
border crossers. They were not content with their respective traditional borders and they went pass
these borders. It appears that since the ancient times, for better or worse, there has been strong
tendencies among different peoples and nations to go beyond their own borders, in the broadest
sense of the word, in search of something different-- different territories, different peoples, different
opportunities, different spheres of influence, etc. Not surprisingly, these historical
border-crossing-agents were not alone. There were many others. To them we can add a list of other
people who were also went beyond their borders in search of something new, something different:
the American Indians, the Vikings, the Germans, the Arabs, the Chinese, and many more. This book
tries to humbly offer notes on the dynamics related to such tendency, especially during the colonial
and early post-colonial periods. It wants to show how during the two periods people began to
globally move around and influence (often dominate) each other, directly and indirectly. It happened
not only in one place but in many: not only in England but also in South America; not only in the
Continental Europe, but also in Indonesia. As results, there were, birth of new ideas, international
collaboration, cultural exchange, formation of trans-national institutions, but also deadly



witch-hunting, regional rebellion, war, colonization, and imperialism.
  economic reasons for imperialism: The Realities of Reality - Part IV: The Reality Behind
Achieving World Peace Fritz Dufour, MBA, DÉSS, 2020-04-05 This book is organized in seven
chapters. Chapter one looks at the origins and the causes of war. The chapter argues that war is a
consequence of how we, as a species, have evolved. War has both endogenous and exogenous
causes. While the former depends on our biology and psychology, the latter has to do primarily with
international relations. Chapter two makes the case for the paradoxical nature of war. While war
takes lives, it is legitimate under certain circumstances. For example, armed humanitarian
interventions are allowed to save lives among local populations at the expense of the oppressors by
employing all necessary means – ethical or not. Chapter three asks if peace among nations is
achievable, which is the main theme of this book. However, it does not elaborate on the question
entirely. Instead, it gives sort of a prelude of what will be discussed in the remaining of the book by
talking about the concepts of world order and American hegemony, arms race, and peacebuilding.
Chapter four builds on three by looking at realism, idealism, and pacifism in international relations.
As to pacifism, the chapter attempts to answer the question, what was the most peaceful time in
history? Chapter five presents the elements of hope for world peace by considering the role played
by the following: (1) the United Nations; (2) the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO); (3) the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE); (4) the non-governmental
organizations (NGOs); (5) the role of nuclear deterrence; (6) globalization; (7) transnationalism; (8)
diplomacy; (9) sports; (10) international cooperation in space exploration; (11) the Nobel Prize; and
(12) the declining of war and violence in modern times. On the other hand, chapter six presents the
opposite argument or the barriers to world peace, using the following points: (1) the proliferation of
nuclear weapons; (2) geoeconomics; (3) terrorism; (4) the global refugee crisis; (5) the profitability
of arms sales; and (6) the profitability of wars. It makes an interesting argument especially as to the
profitability of wars by showing how the United States, first, emerged as an imperial and a world
power in the 1890s; then as the only world’s superpower after World War II. Finally, chapter seven
takes a proactive approach by peering into the future of armed conflict, which is likely to take place
in new environments: Cyberspace, the littoral, choke points, near space, and increasingly in
expanding cities or slums War. The chapter concludes with a discussion on the Doomsday Clock, a
concept stemmed from the uncertainty as to the future of mankind because of armed conflicts and
which is a symbol that represents the likelihood of a man-made global catastrophe.
  economic reasons for imperialism: Economic Theories of Peace and War Fanny Coulomb,
2004-07-29 War often comes down to one thing: money. The role of economics in the study of both
peace and war is arguably then the most important single factor when it comes to the study of
defence. This excellent new book from Fanny Coulomb will be of interest not only to those involved
in the burgeoning field of defence economics - it will also be of vital
  economic reasons for imperialism: Encyclopedia of Case Study Research Albert J. Mills,
Gabrielle Durepos, Elden Wiebe, 2010 This is the authoritative reference work in the field. An
interdisciplinary set, it investigates the extensive history, design and methods of case study
research.
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