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A Short History of Progress Ronald Wright: Exploring Civilization’s Rise and Fall

a short history of progress ronald wright is more than just a phrase—it’s the title of a thought-
provoking book that dives deep into the patterns that have shaped human civilizations throughout
history. Ronald Wright, a Canadian author and anthropologist, explores the cyclical nature of human
progress, highlighting how great societies have risen, flourished, and ultimately collapsed due to
various factors. This work has become a significant contribution to understanding how our past can
inform our present and future decisions.

If you’ve ever wondered why some civilizations like the Maya or the Romans thrived for centuries
only to eventually decline, Ronald Wright’s narrative offers compelling insights. His book doesn’t
just recount historical events; it analyzes the underlying causes of progress and decline, offering a
critical lens through which to view the trajectory of modern society.

The Origins of “A Short History of Progress”

Ronald Wright first introduced the concept in a 2004 Massey Lectures series, which was later
compiled into the book titled *A Short History of Progress*. The lectures were inspired by his
extensive research into environmental history, archaeology, and anthropology. By examining ancient
civilizations and their collapse, Wright sought to raise awareness about contemporary challenges
such as environmental degradation, unsustainable resource use, and social inequality.

The title itself is deliberately ironic: progress is often seen as an unqualified good, but Wright
challenges this assumption by showing how what we call progress can sometimes lead to destructive
outcomes. His perspective encourages readers to rethink the meaning of progress and to consider
long-term sustainability.

Key Themes Explored in the Book

Wright’s work touches on a variety of crucial themes, including:

- **Ecological Overshoot:** How societies consume resources faster than their environment can
replenish them.
- **Technological Advancement:** The double-edged sword of innovation that can both improve
living standards and accelerate environmental harm.
- **Social Complexity:** The development of hierarchical societies that can lead to inequality and
social unrest.
- **Collapse and Renewal:** The idea that collapse is often part of a cycle, but understanding it can
help prevent repeating past mistakes.

These themes resonate deeply with current global issues like climate change, deforestation, and
political instability, making the book as relevant today as when it was first published.



Ronald Wright’s Anthropological Perspective

One of the most compelling aspects of *A Short History of Progress* is Wright’s background as an
anthropologist. This expertise allows him to approach history from a holistic perspective, looking at
cultural, environmental, and technological factors simultaneously. His ability to synthesize
archaeological data with modern concerns helps readers grasp complex ideas in an accessible way.

Learning from Past Civilizations

Wright delves into several historical examples to illustrate his points. For instance:

- The **Mayan civilization** collapsed in part due to deforestation and soil depletion.
- The **Roman Empire** struggled with overexpansion and economic instability.
- The **Easter Island society** serves as a poignant example of resource overuse leading to societal
collapse.

By weaving these case studies into his narrative, Wright shows that progress is not linear but
fraught with risks that need to be managed carefully.

Impact and Reception of “A Short History of Progress”

Since its release, *A Short History of Progress* has been widely praised for its clear writing,
engaging style, and urgent message. It has been used in academic settings, environmental
discussions, and public lectures to inspire a more thoughtful approach to development.

Many readers appreciate Wright’s balanced viewpoint—he neither romanticizes the past nor blindly
champions modernity. Instead, he challenges us to learn from history and to recognize the warning
signs that might indicate we are heading toward a similar fate as past civilizations.

Why This Book Matters Today

In the context of ongoing climate crises, global pandemics, and geopolitical tensions, Wright’s
message feels particularly urgent. His insights encourage individuals, policymakers, and
communities to:

- Prioritize sustainable resource management.
- Foster social equity to maintain societal cohesion.
- Embrace technologies that align with ecological preservation.
- Reflect critically on the idea of “progress” beyond mere economic growth.

Through these lessons, *A Short History of Progress* serves as both a cautionary tale and a hopeful
guide.



Exploring Further: Related Works and Ideas

If you find Ronald Wright’s analysis intriguing, there are several related topics and authors worth
exploring:

Jared Diamond’s* Collapse*: Another influential book examining why societies fail.

Environmental History and Sustainability Studies: Fields that investigate human
interaction with the environment over time.

Systems Thinking and Resilience Theory: Concepts that help understand complex social-
ecological systems.

Indigenous Knowledge Systems: Offering alternative worldviews on living in harmony with
nature.

These resources complement Wright’s work and enrich understanding of progress and its pitfalls.

Tips for Applying Wright’s Lessons in Everyday Life

While the book is largely about broad societal trends, there are practical takeaways for individuals:

Be mindful consumers: Support products and companies that prioritize sustainability.1.

Engage with your community: Foster social connections that enhance collective resilience.2.

Stay informed: Learn about environmental and social issues to make better decisions.3.

Advocate for change: Encourage policies that promote long-term well-being over short-term4.
gains.

Understanding the historical context of progress helps us navigate today’s challenges with greater
wisdom.

A short history of progress Ronald Wright offers is a powerful reminder that the story of human
civilization is complex and fraught with both triumphs and failures. By studying the rise and fall of
past societies, we gain invaluable insights into how to chart a more sustainable and equitable future.
The book remains a compelling call to reconsider what progress truly means and how we can avoid
repeating the mistakes of history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Short History of Progress' by Ronald Wright about?
'A Short History of Progress' by Ronald Wright explores the history of human civilization,
emphasizing how societies have often collapsed due to unsustainable practices and the lessons we
can learn to avoid repeating these mistakes.

Who is Ronald Wright, the author of 'A Short History of
Progress'?
Ronald Wright is a Canadian author and anthropologist known for his works on history, culture, and
sustainability, including the acclaimed book 'A Short History of Progress.'

What is the main theme of 'A Short History of Progress'?
The main theme of 'A Short History of Progress' is the concept of 'progress traps,' where
technological and societal advances lead to unintended negative consequences that threaten
civilization's survival.

How does Ronald Wright define 'progress traps' in the book?
Ronald Wright defines 'progress traps' as situations where solutions to problems create new, often
larger problems, trapping societies in cycles of unsustainable development.

What historical examples does Wright use in 'A Short History
of Progress'?
Wright discusses several historical examples, including the collapse of the Easter Island civilization,
the Maya, and Mesopotamian societies, illustrating how they fell due to environmental degradation
and resource mismanagement.

Has 'A Short History of Progress' influenced environmental
and sustainability discussions?
Yes, the book has been influential in environmental and sustainability circles, highlighting the
dangers of unchecked technological progress and the importance of sustainable development
practices.

Is 'A Short History of Progress' suitable for academic study?
Yes, 'A Short History of Progress' is often used in academic settings, particularly in courses on
history, anthropology, environmental studies, and sustainability.



What solutions or warnings does Wright offer in 'A Short
History of Progress'?
Wright warns that humanity must recognize and avoid progress traps by adopting sustainable
practices, respecting ecological limits, and learning from past civilizations to prevent collapse.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Relevance of Ronald Wright’s "A Short History of Progress"

a short history of progress ronald wright is more than just the title of a seminal work by
Canadian author Ronald Wright; it represents a profound inquiry into humanity’s development
trajectory and the inherent risks that accompany technological and societal advancement. First
published in 2004, this book has resonated widely for its incisive critique of progress and its
environmental, cultural, and existential implications. Wright’s narrative challenges conventional
notions of linear progress by examining historical patterns of rise and collapse among civilizations,
urging readers to reconsider what true progress entails in the modern era.

At its core, "A Short History of Progress" is a reflective exploration of the paradoxes embedded in
human history—how societies have often advanced technologically and economically only to fall into
decline due to unsustainable practices. Ronald Wright’s analysis draws upon archaeological and
anthropological evidence, weaving it into a compelling argument about the limits of growth and the
dangers of ignoring environmental constraints. This article unpacks the main themes, historical
context, and ongoing relevance of Wright’s work, while integrating key concepts and related terms
such as societal collapse, sustainability, and cultural evolution.

Contextualizing Ronald Wright and His Work

Ronald Wright is a distinguished writer and historian whose expertise spans anthropology, history,
and environmental studies. His ability to synthesize complex historical data into accessible prose has
made "A Short History of Progress" a critical resource for educators, policymakers, and
environmental advocates. The book originated from a 2004 Massey Lectures series in Canada, which
Wright used as a platform to challenge prevailing myths about civilization’s unstoppable advance.

Unlike traditional historical accounts that celebrate progress as an unequivocal good, Wright’s
narrative adopts a more nuanced, investigative tone. By examining the collapse of ancient societies
such as the Maya, the Roman Empire, and Easter Island, he illustrates how unsustainable
exploitation of resources often precipitated downfall. This exploration situates Wright’s work within
the growing body of literature on ecological overshoot and the Anthropocene—a term used to
describe the current geological age dominated by human impact.

The Premise and Core Argument of "A Short History of
Progress"



Central to Wright’s thesis is the idea that progress, often measured by technological innovation and
economic growth, is not inherently positive if it undermines the very foundations of survival. The
book identifies several “progress traps” — situations where advances create new problems that
outpace humanity’s ability to solve them. For instance, the development of agriculture, while
revolutionary, led to deforestation, soil depletion, and social stratification.

Wright’s critique extends to modern civilization, warning that contemporary society risks repeating
historical mistakes on a global scale. He highlights pressing issues such as climate change, resource
depletion, and loss of biodiversity as symptoms of an unsustainable trajectory. In this respect, "A
Short History of Progress" functions both as a historical analysis and a cautionary tale, encouraging
a reevaluation of values and priorities.

Key Themes Explored in Wright’s Analysis

Societal Collapse and Historical Precedents

One of the most compelling aspects of Wright’s book is its comparative approach to societal collapse.
By surveying a wide range of cultures—ancient Mesopotamia, the Maya civilization, and Norse
Greenland—he demonstrates common patterns that undermine progress. These include
overconsumption of natural resources, environmental degradation, and failure to adapt to changing
conditions.

Wright’s use of archaeological data lends empirical weight to his argument. For example, the
collapse of the Maya civilization is attributed partly to deforestation and soil erosion, which
compromised agricultural productivity. Such historical case studies serve as cautionary examples for
modern society, which faces similar ecological challenges but with far greater population and
technological complexity.

Environmental Sustainability and the Limits of Growth

Closely linked to the theme of collapse is the question of sustainability. Ronald Wright stresses that
true progress must be aligned with ecological balance. His analysis predates but aligns with
contemporary sustainability science, which emphasizes the carrying capacity of Earth’s ecosystems.

By integrating terms like “ecological overshoot” and “planetary boundaries,” Wright’s work
anticipates debates on how humanity can maintain development without exhausting finite resources.
His discussion underscores the importance of shifting from short-term exploitation to long-term
stewardship, highlighting renewable energy, conservation, and systemic change as essential
components of a sustainable future.

Cultural Evolution and the Role of Innovation

While critical of unchecked progress, Wright does not dismiss innovation outright. Instead, he



advocates for a more thoughtful application of technology—one that respects cultural diversity and
environmental limits. His narrative acknowledges the role of creativity and problem-solving but
warns against hubris.

This perspective encourages a reassessment of what constitutes progress beyond GDP growth or
technological milestones. By incorporating concepts like cultural resilience and adaptive capacity,
Wright broadens the conversation about human development to include social and ethical
dimensions.

Relevance and Impact in Contemporary Discourse

Since its publication, "A Short History of Progress" has influenced discussions in environmental
policy, education, and activism. Its accessible style and compelling arguments have made it a
popular text in academic curricula focused on sustainability and history. Moreover, Wright’s insights
have been cited in debates about climate change mitigation, resource management, and cultural
preservation.

The book’s continued relevance lies in its ability to connect past lessons with present challenges. In
an age marked by global interdependence and environmental crises, Wright’s message serves as a
reminder that progress is not a guaranteed path to prosperity but a complex process that requires
balance and foresight.

Pros: Provides historical context for understanding modern environmental issues; accessible
to a broad audience; emphasizes sustainability and ethical considerations.

Cons: Some critics argue it may oversimplify complex historical events; reliance on broad
generalizations could overlook regional variations.

Comparisons with Other Works on Progress and Sustainability

In the landscape of environmental literature, Ronald Wright’s "A Short History of Progress" stands
alongside influential works like Jared Diamond’s "Collapse" and Naomi Klein’s "This Changes
Everything." While Diamond focuses extensively on ecological and social factors leading to collapse,
Wright’s approach is more philosophical and reflective, emphasizing cultural narratives and ethical
imperatives.

Similarly, Wright’s work complements sustainability science by providing a historical lens that
contextualizes current ecological challenges. His emphasis on progress traps also parallels economic
critiques found in works like Joseph Tainter’s "The Collapse of Complex Societies," which examines
diminishing returns on complexity.

Each of these contributions enriches the discourse by offering different angles—historical, economic,
cultural—on the risks and opportunities associated with human progress.



Final Reflections on "A Short History of Progress"

Ultimately, Ronald Wright’s "A Short History of Progress" remains a vital text for anyone interested
in understanding the paradoxes of human development. Its investigative tone and well-researched
content invite readers to critically assess the sustainability of contemporary civilization. By blending
history, anthropology, and environmental science, Wright crafts a narrative that challenges
complacency and inspires a deeper appreciation of the fragile balance sustaining human societies.

As the world grapples with climate change, resource scarcity, and social inequality, the insights
offered by this influential book encourage informed dialogue and thoughtful action. The legacy of "A
Short History of Progress" lies in its capacity to provoke reflection on what progress truly
means—and how humanity can navigate its future without repeating the mistakes of the past.

A Short History Of Progress Ronald Wright

  a short history of progress ronald wright: A Short History of Progress Ronald Wright,
2005 Writing with great wit and insight, the award-winning author of A Scientific Romance
interrogates the notion of progress in the twentieth century, exploring the price paid for all of the
wonders of modern technology and concluding that a new Dark Age may be on the horizon. Original.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: An Illustrated Short History of Progress
Ronald Wright, 2006 In these acclaimed CBC Massey Lectures, Ronald Wright argues that each time
history repeats itself, the price goes up. The twentieth century was a time of runaway growth in
human population, consumption, and technology, placing a colossal load on all natural systems. He
demonstrates how our modern predicament is as old as civilization, a 10,000-year experiment we
have participated in but seldom controlled. Only by understanding the patterns of human triumph
and disaster can we recognize the experiment's inherent dangers and shape its outcome. Wright's
provocative text evokes striking images across time and space, starting with Paul Gauguin's painting
D'Où Venons Nous? Que Sommes Nous? Où Allons Nous? -- Where do we come from? What are we?
Where are we going? -- three questions that perfectly summarize the focus of his lectures. In this
new edition, illuminating illustrations and sidebars complement Wright's arguments, and allow
readers to witness further evidence supporting his cautionary tale.--pub. desc.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: A Short History of Progress Ronald Wright,
2004 Each time history repeats itself, so it's said, the price goes up. The twentieth century was a
time of runaway growth in human population, consumption, and technology, placing a colossal load
on all natural systems, especially earth, air, and water — the very elements of life. The most urgent
questions of the twenty-first century are: where will this growth lead? can it be consolidated or
sustained? and what kind of world is our present bequeathing to our future?In his #1 bestseller A
Short History of Progress Ronald Wright argues that our modern predicament is as old as
civilization, a 10,000-year experiment we have participated in but seldom controlled. Only by
understanding the patterns of triumph and disaster that humanity has repeated around the world
since the Stone Age can we recognize the experiment's inherent dangers, and, with luck and
wisdom, shape its outcome.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Transformative Sustainability Education
Elizabeth A. Lange, 2023-03-28 This book lays out the principles and practices of transformative
sustainability education using a relational way of thinking and being. Elizabeth A. Lange advocates
for a new approach to environmental and sustainability education, that of rethinking the Western
way of knowing and being and engendering a frank discussion about the societal elements that are

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-185/a-short-history-of-progress-ronald-wright.pdf


generating climate, environmental, economic, and social issues. Highlighting the importance of
Indigenous and life-giving cultures, the book covers educational theory, transformation stories of
adult learners, social and economic critique, and visions of changemakers. Each chapter also has a
strong pedagogical element, with entry points for learners and embodied practices and examples of
taking action at micro/meso/macro levels woven throughout. Overall, this book enacts a relational
approach to transformative sustainability education that draws from post humanist theory, process
thought, relational ontology, decolonization theory, Indigenous philosophy, and a spirituality that
builds a sense of sacred towards the living world. Written in an imaginative, storytelling manner,
this book will be a great resource for formal and nonformal environmental and sustainability
educators.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Projections of Paradise , 2011-01-01 Paradise is
commonly imagined as a place of departure or arrival, beginning and closure, permanent
inhabitation of which, however much desired, is illusory. This makes it the dream of the traveller,
the explorer, the migrant – hence, a trope recurrent in postcolonial writing, which is so centrally
concerned with questions of displacement and belonging. Projections of Paradise documents this
concern and demonstrates the indebtedness of writers as diverse as Salman Rushdie, Agha Shahid
Ali, Cyril Dabydeen, Bernardine Evaristo, Amitav Ghosh, James Goonewardene, Romesh Gunesekera,
Abdulrazak Gurnah, Janette Turner Hospital, Penelope Lively, Fatima Mernissi, Michael Ondaatje,
Shyam Selvadurai, M.G. Vassanji, and Rudy Wiebe to strikingly similar myths of fulfilment. In
writing, directly or indirectly, about the experience of migration, all project paradises as places of
origin or destination, as homes left or not yet found, as objects of nostalgic recollection or hopeful
anticipation. Yet in locating such places, quite specifically, in Egypt, Zanzibar, Kashmir, Sri Lanka,
the Sundarbans, Canada, the Caribbean, Queensland, Morocco, Tuscany, Russia, the Arctic, the
USA, and England, they also subvert received fantasies of paradise as a pleasurable land rich with
natural beauty. Projections of Paradise explores what happens to these fantasies and what remains
of them as postcolonial writings call them into question and expose the often hellish realities from
which popular dreams of ideal elsewheres are commonly meant to provide an escape. Contributors:
Vera Alexander, Gerd Bayer, Derek Coyle, Geetha Ganapathy-Doré, Evelyne Hanquart-Turner,
Ursula Kluwick, Janne Korkka, Marta Mamet-Michalkiewicz, Sofia Muñoz-Valdieso, Susanne Pichler,
Helga Ramsey-Kurz, Ulla Ratheiser, Petra Tournay-Thedotou.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Believers, Skeptics, and Failure in Conflict
Resolution Ian S. Spears, 2019-03-28 This book discusses the following questions: Why are some
conflicts so enduring and why is conflict resolution so hard? The author begins by introducing two
conflicting perspectives, Skeptics and Believers, to highlight the lack of consensus on conflict
resolution. The book further examines the literature on the sources of violent conflict, including
ethnic, economic, environmental, and religious sources, and investigates the claim that an absence
of knowledge, power, or political will are at the center of conflict resolution failures. By focusing on
the problem of state formation, the author demonstrates the ways in which the nature of the state
contributes to violent conflict. In the end, conflict resolution fails because individuals, groups, and
external powers choose war and often prefer it over peaceful alternatives.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: The Anthropocene Cookbook Zane Cerpina, Stahl
Stenslie, 2022-10-18 More than sixty speculative art and design projects explore how art, food, and
creative thinking can prepare us for future catastrophes. In the Age of the Anthropocene—an era
characterized by human-caused climate disaster—catastrophes and dystopias loom. The
Anthropocene Cookbook takes our planetary state of emergency as an opportunity to seize the
moment to imagine constructive change and new ideas. How can we survive in an age of constant
environmental crises? How can we thrive? The Anthropocene Cookbook answers these questions by
presenting a series of investigative art and design projects that explore how art, food, and creative
thinking can prepare us for future catastrophes. This cookbook of ideas rethinks our eating habits
and traditions, challenges our food taboos, and proposes new recipes for humanity’s survival. These
more than sixty projects propose new ways to think and make food, offering tools for creative action



rather than traditional recipes. They imagine modifying the human body to digest cellulose, turning
plastic into food, tasting smog, extracting spices and medicines from sewage, and growing meat in
the lab. They investigate provocative possibilities: What if we made cheese using human bacteria,
enabled human photosynthesis through symbiosis with algae, and brought back extinct species in
order to eat them? The projects are diverse in their creative approaches and their
agendas—multilayered, multifaceted, hybrid, and cross-pollinated. The Anthropocene Cookbook
offers a survival guide for a future gone rogue, a road map to our edible futures.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Where to from Here? Brian Grogan, 2012 If you've
ever felt challenged as a Christian to say what you believe about life after death, you will find
intelligent proposals here. Fr. Grogan's deep knowledge of the current scholarship on subjects like
judgment, heaven, hell and purgatory is matched by his skill at clearly presenting insights through
stories and examples. This book begins with the idea that every inhabitant of this planet contributes
to the shaping of God's project - the life of the world to come - and it emphasizes that the
relationships between God and ourselves endure eternally. Rooting everything in this sense of
ongoing relationship, Grogan poses and responds to questions such as: Could hell be empty? Can
knowledge of the future transform the present? What will it be like to be fully alive? What will we do
in heaven? He also makes a clear call to engage with God now in transforming our present
relationships, so that everyone may become more truly/fully alive. This is the Christian gift to the
world. The next time anyone asks me about heaven, hell, purgatory, limbo, or anything related to
what awaits us after our earthly lives have ended, I will recommend this excellent new book. Father
Grogan's approach is wise without being preachy, scholarly without being overly academic and
hopeful without being naive. He covers almost any question that a Christian might have about the
'last things' and does so by taking those concerns seriously, answering them carefully and grounding
them in Scripture and tradition. Highly recommended. James Martin, SJ, author of The Jesuit Guide
to (Almost) Everything Eternal paradise, eternal torment... is there more to the Christian afterlife
than these concepts? ... Father Brian Grogan discusses questions surrounding the afterlife, exploring
many ideas that aren't normally presented surrounding the ideas of fate, our lives, and what
ultimately lies ahead of us as human beings. Where to From Here is a fascinating read and addition
to Christian and spirituality collections. The Midwest Book Review Read full review at Midwest Book
Review Fr. Brian Grogan, SJ takes a fresh and intelligently satisfying approach to such well-worn
topics as the general judgment, heaven, hell, and purgatory ... [He] offers a fresh and hopeful look at
the Christian vision of life after death and is an excellent choice for group discussions on life after
death. Liguorian
  a short history of progress ronald wright: The Sceptical Optimist Nicholas Agar,
2015-07-09 The rapid developments in technologies -- especially computing and the advent of many
'smart' devices, as well as rapid and perpetual communication via the Internet -- has led to a
frequently voiced view which Nicholas Agar describes as 'radical optimism'. Radical optimists claim
that accelerating technical progress will soon end poverty, disease, and ignorance, and improve our
happiness and well-being. Agar disputes the claim that technological progress will automatically
produce great improvements in subjective well-being. He argues that radical optimism 'assigns to
technological progress an undeserved pre-eminence among all the goals pursued by our civilization'.
Instead, Agar uses the most recent psychological studies about human perceptions of well-being to
create a realistic model of the impact technology will have. Although he accepts that technological
advance does produce benefits, he insists that these are significantly less than those proposed by the
radical optimists, and aspects of such progress can also pose a threat to values such as social justice
and our relationship with nature, while problems such as poverty cannot be understood in
technological terms. He concludes by arguing that a more realistic assessment of the benefits that
technological advance can bring will allow us to better manage its risks in future.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Blood Cries Out A. J. Swoboda, 2014-11-11 John
McConnell Jr. was the famed founder and visionary of Earth Day. McConnell's vision was one of
creating a day of remembrance, solitude, and action to restore the broken human relationship to the



land. Little acknowledged are McConnell's religious convictions or background. McConnell grew up
in a Pentecostal home. In fact, McConnell's parents were both founding charter members of the
Assemblies of God in 1914. His own grandfather had an even greater connection to the origins of
Pentecostalism by being a personal participant at the Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles in 1906.
Earth Day, thus, began with strong religious convictions. McConnell, seeing the ecological demise
through his religious background, envisioned a day where Christians could show the power of
prayer, the validity of their charity, and their practical concern for Earth's life and people. In the
spirit of McConnell, today's Pentecostal and Charismatic theology has something to say about the
earth. Blood Cries Out is a unique contribution by Pentecostal and Charismatic theologians and
practitioners to the global conversation concerning ecological degradation, climate change, and
ecological justice.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Technology and Society: A Philosophical
Guide James Gerrie, 2018-05-30 Technology and Society provides an up-to-date introduction to the
basic issues that have come to define the philosophy of technology: What is “technology”? Does
technology control our lives? What is technology’s relation to ethics? How does technology influence
us? Is the widespread belief in technological progress justified? Later sections of the book examine
the application of philosophy of technology to social issues such as climate change, urban sprawl,
and automation. Major issues and arguments are presented in an accessible and non-technical
fashion, giving the reader a firm foundation in the field.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: The Strange Persistence of Universal History
in Political Thought Brett Bowden, 2017-03-24 This book explores and explains the reasons why
the idea of universal history, a form of teleological history which holds that all peoples are travelling
along the same path and destined to end at the same point, persists in political thought. Prominent
in Western political thought since the middle of the eighteenth century, the idea of universal history
holds that all peoples can be situated in the narrative of history on a continuum between a start and
an end point, between the savage state of nature and civilized modernity. Despite various critiques,
the underlying teleological principle still prevails in much contemporary thinking and policy
planning, including post-conflict peace-building and development theory and practice. Anathema to
contemporary ideals of pluralism and multiculturalism, universal history means that not everyone
gets to write their own story, only a privileged few. For the rest, history and future are taken out of
their hands, subsumed and assimilated into other people’s narrative.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Rise of Reason Hulas Singh, 2015-09-25 This book
offers one of the first critical evaluations and in-depth analysis of the intellectual movement in
Maharashtra in the 19th century. Arguing against the prevalent view that Indian rationality was
imported from Europe through the colonial agency, it traces the rational roots of the movement to
indigenous intellectual traditions and history. It also questions the centrality assigned to the ‘Bengal
Renaissance’ as being the representative of the contemporary intellectual movement in the country.
Strongly grounded in primary research, this volume brings forth many new facts and facets into the
scholarly discourse on topics such as the idea of ‘Drain’ and the rise of Indian nationalism, so far
seen as a predominantly political process divorced from its cultural dimensions. It re-examines the
view that cultural consciousness that preceded political agitation was a separate sphere of activity
and suggests that both were integral stages of anti-colonialism in the country. The author maintains
that rationalism and nationalism were closely connected as a means-and-end continuum. He also
provides a new and substantially different understanding of the 19th-century intellectuals Mahatma
Jotirao Phule and Pandita Ramabai among others. Lucid, accessible and thought provoking, this book
will interest scholars and researchers of modern Indian history, Indian political thought, sociology,
philosophy and Marathi literature.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Civilized to Death Christopher Ryan, 2020-08-11
The New York Times bestselling coauthor of Sex at Dawn explores the ways in which “progress” has
perverted the way we live—how we eat, learn, feel, mate, parent, communicate, work, and die—in
this “engaging, extensively documented, well-organized, and thought-provoking” (Booklist) book.



Most of us have instinctive evidence the world is ending—balmy December days, face-to-face
conversation replaced with heads-to-screens zomboidism, a world at constant war, a political system
in disarray. We hear some myths and lies so frequently that they feel like truths: Civilization is
humankind’s greatest accomplishment. Progress is undeniable. Count your blessings. You’re lucky to
be alive here and now. Well, maybe we are and maybe we aren’t. Civilized to Death counters the
idea that progress is inherently good, arguing that the “progress” defining our age is analogous to
an advancing disease. Prehistoric life, of course, was not without serious dangers and disadvantages.
Many babies died in infancy. A broken bone, infected wound, snakebite, or difficult pregnancy could
be life-threatening. But ultimately, Christopher Ryan questions, were these pre-civilized dangers
more murderous than modern scourges, such as car accidents, cancers, cardiovascular disease, and
a technologically prolonged dying process? Civilized to Death “will make you see our so-called
progress in a whole new light” (Book Riot) and adds to the timely conversation that “the way we
have been living is no longer sustainable, at least as long as we want to the earth to outlive us”
(Psychology Today). Ryan makes the claim that we should start looking backwards to find our way
into a better future.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: About Canada: The Environment Linda Pannozzo,
2016-12-20T00:00:00Z The environmental history of Canada is a bleak one. Resource extraction has
always put profits before conservation. Settlers exploited both the land and the Indigenous peoples
for commercial gain, and big business continues that policy with forests, fish, minerals, tar sands
and pipelines. As the Earth veers toward a biological tipping point, as resources become scarcer,
and as climate change threatens our survival, how is Canada responding? What kind of future can
Canadians expect? What changes need to be made? In About Canada: The Environment,
award-winning author Linda Pannozzo examines the philosophical, economic and ideological
landscape of our current environmental worldview. She connects our faith in the free market and
our adherence to an economic system based on endless growth to illustrate the critical situation of
Canada’s environment. Regulations and protections, where they did exist, have been eroded to
benefit the bottom line, and industrial expansion and resource extraction, fueled by cheap energy
and consumers’ insatiable demand for goods, have taken an unprecedented environmental toll —
one that will only be worsened by the realities of climate change. Ultimately, Pannozzo argues, the
solution requires a profound shift in thinking — personally, politically and economically. The
inherent value of nature must be recognized, for we cannot continue to destroy nature without
ultimately destroying ourselves.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Ecology, Conservation, and Restoration of Tidal
Marshes Arnas Palaima, 2012-09-08 The San Francisco Bay, the biggest estuary on the west coast of
North America, was once surrounded by an almost unbroken chain of tidal wetlands, a fecund sieve
of ecosystems connecting the land and the Bay. Today, most of these wetlands have disappeared
under the demands of coastal development, and those that remain cling precariously to a drastically
altered coastline. This volume is a collaborative effort of nearly 40 scholars in which the wealth of
scientific knowledge available on tidal wetlands of the San Francisco Estuary is summarized and
integrated. This book addresses issues of taxonomy, geomorphology, toxicology, the impact of
climate change, ecosystem services, public policy, and conservation, and it is an essential resource
for ecologists, environmental scientists, coastal policymakers, and researchers interested in
estuaries and conserving and restoring coastal wetlands around the world.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Escaping the Progress Trap Daniel Brian O'Leary,
2005-12-31 The Progress Trap? As the name implies, it is the condition in which we find ourselves
when science, technology and industry create more problems than they can solve. Often
inadvertently. Many experts have warned about the resulting ecological crisis. The prophets of doom
have spoken and alarm bells have sounded. Some critics are even optimistic, but they have no plan.
They have not provided a detailed analysis of why humans fall into progress traps. They have not put
forward what is necessary for emerging from them. Until now. Find out why societies have a
tendency to become entangled in their own ingenuity. Then learn how well-equipped we humans are



for resolving the environmental quandary, and other traps. Finding our way out of this predicament
is a vital idea, when we learn how to nurture and use our talent for creative-problem-solving.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Civilization Critical Darrin Qualman,
2019-05-14T00:00:00Z The modern world is wondrous. Its factories produce ten thousand cars every
hour and ten trillion transistors every second. We carry supercomputers in our pockets, and nearly a
million people are in the air at any time. In Civilization Critical, Darrin Qualman takes readers on a
tour of the wonders of the 21st century. But the great strength of our modern word is also its great
weakness. Our immense powers to turn resources and nature into products and waste imperil our
future. And plans to double and redouble the size of the global economy veto sustainability. So, is
our civilization doomed? No. Doom is a choice. We can make different choices. Qualman
demonstrates that a 19th- and 20th-century transition to linear systems and away from the circular
patterns of nature (and of all previous civilizations) is the foundational error—the underlying
problem, the root cause of climate change, resource depletion, ocean’s full of plastics, and a host of
mega-problems now intensifying and merging, with potentially civilization-cracking results. In this
sweeping work, Qualman reinterprets and re-explains the problems we face today, and charts a
clear, hopeful path into the future.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: The Nature of Tomorrow Michael Rawson,
2021-01-01 An examination of how Western visions of endless future growth have contributed to the
global environmental crisis This book does something that is worth doing and that no other scholarly
book I know of comes close to doing: tracing the history of imagined environmental futures in the
Western world.--William Meyer, Colgate University For centuries, the West has produced stories
about the future in which humans use advanced science and technology to transform the earth.
Michael Rawson uses a wide range of works that include Francis Bacon's New Atlantis, the science
fiction novels of Jules Verne, and even the speculations of think tanks like the RAND Corporation to
reveal the environmental paradox at the heart of these narratives: the single-minded expectation of
unlimited growth on a finite planet. Rawson shows how these stories, which have long pervaded
Western dreams about the future, have helped to enable an unprecedentedly abundant and
technology-driven lifestyle for some while bringing the threat of environmental disaster to all.
Adapting to ecological realities, he argues, hinges on the ability to create new visions of tomorrow
that decouple growth from the idea of progress.
  a short history of progress ronald wright: Confessions of a Recovering Environmentalist
and Other Essays Paul Kingsnorth, 2017-08-01 A provocative and urgent essay collection that asks
how we can live with hope in “an age of ecocide” Paul Kingsnorth was once an activist—an ardent
environmentalist. He fought against rampant development and the depredations of a corporate
world that seemed hell-bent on ignoring a looming climate crisis in its relentless pursuit of profit.
But as the environmental movement began to focus on “sustainability” rather than the defense of
wild places for their own sake and as global conditions worsened, he grew disenchanted with the
movement that he once embraced. He gave up what he saw as the false hope that residents of the
First World would ever make the kind of sacrifices that might avert the severe consequences of
climate change. Full of grief and fury as well as passionate, lyrical evocations of nature and the wild,
Confessions of a Recovering Environmentalist gathers the wave-making essays that have charted the
change in Kingsnorth’s thinking. In them he articulates a new vision that he calls “dark ecology,”
which stands firmly in opposition to the belief that technology can save us, and he argues for a
renewed balance between the human and nonhuman worlds. This iconoclastic, fearless, and
ultimately hopeful book, which includes the much-discussed “Uncivilization” manifesto, asks hard
questions about how we’ve lived and how we should live.
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