
year of wonders geraldine brooks

Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks: A Deep Dive into History and Humanity

year of wonders geraldine brooks is a novel that has captivated readers with its compelling storytelling,
vivid historical backdrop, and profound exploration of human resilience. This work of historical fiction, penned
by the acclaimed author Geraldine Brooks, transports readers to a 17th-century English village grappling
with the devastating outbreak of the bubonic plague. Through rich narratives and complex characters, Brooks
weaves a tale that is both heartbreaking and inspiring, making it a must-read for enthusiasts of historical
literature and those intrigued by the human spirit in times of crisis.

Understanding the Historical Context of Year of Wonders
Geraldine Brooks

One of the most striking aspects of Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks is its meticulous attention to
historical detail. Set in 1666, the story unfolds in the village of Eyam, which famously quarantined itself to
prevent the spread of the plague to neighboring communities. Brooks’s portrayal of this event is not just a
backdrop but a living, breathing force that shapes the lives and decisions of every character.

The Plague and 17th-Century England

The bubonic plague, often referred to as the Black Death, recurred in waves throughout Europe for centuries. In
Year of Wonders, the disease is more than a medical condition; it represents fear, death, and societal upheaval.
Brooks’s depiction draws on historical accounts and scientific research to paint a picture of the physical and
psychological toll the plague took on communities.

Authenticity in Setting and Language

Brooks’s use of language and setting immerses readers in the period. She employs dialogue and descriptions that
reflect the era’s social norms and medical understanding, lending authenticity without alienating modern
readers. The village’s isolation, the crude medical practices, and the religious interpretations of the plague all
contribute to a vivid historical atmosphere.

Character Analysis: The Heart of Year of Wonders Geraldine
Brooks

At the core of Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks is the story of Anna Frith, a young widow who becomes
an unlikely heroine. Her journey from a humble housemaid to a woman of courage and intellect forms the
emotional backbone of the novel.

Anna Frith: A Portrait of Resilience

Anna’s character embodies the themes of survival, empowerment, and transformation. Faced with unimaginable
loss and fear, she navigates complex relationships and moral dilemmas. Her evolution challenges traditional
gender roles of the time and offers readers a lens through which to explore human strength in adversity.



Supporting Characters and Their Roles

The novel features a cast of characters that each represent different facets of society and human nature.
From the village rector grappling with faith and despair to the apothecary who blends science and superstition,
these figures enrich the narrative and highlight the varied responses to crisis.

Thematic Exploration in Year of Wonders Geraldine Brooks

Beyond its historical narrative, Year of Wonders delves into timeless themes that resonate deeply with
readers.

Fear and Faith

The interplay between fear and faith is central to the novel. As the plague ravages Eyam, characters turn to
religion for comfort, yet also question long-held beliefs. Brooks explores how faith can be both a source of
solace and conflict during times of turmoil.

Community and Isolation

The decision of Eyam’s villagers to quarantine themselves is a powerful testament to community spirit and
sacrifice. The novel examines the complexities of isolation—not just physical but emotional—and how it
affects relationships and individual psychology.

Science and Superstition

Set during a time when scientific knowledge was limited, the novel highlights the tension between emerging medical
practices and entrenched superstitions. Through characters like the apothecary, Brooks illustrates the
beginnings of a scientific approach to disease, juxtaposed against fear-driven rituals.

Why Year of Wonders Geraldine Brooks Continues to Resonate

Decades after its publication, Year of Wonders remains relevant, particularly in light of contemporary global
health crises. Its exploration of human responses to epidemic, the balance of rationality and emotion, and the
strength found in community continues to speak to readers worldwide.

Lessons for Modern Readers

Reading Year of Wonders today offers insights into the nature of pandemics, the importance of collective
action, and the resilience required to endure hardship. Brooks’s narrative encourages empathy and understanding,
reminding us that behind every historical event are real people with complex emotions and stories.

Impact on Historical Fiction Genre



Geraldine Brooks’s skillful blending of fact and fiction has set a high standard in historical fiction. Her ability
to humanize history through detailed research and compelling storytelling inspires both readers and writers,
enriching the genre with works that educate as much as they entertain.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Year of Wonders Geraldine
Brooks

For those new to the novel or historical fiction in general, approaching Year of Wonders with an open mind and
curiosity can enhance the experience.

Research the History: Familiarizing yourself with the history of the bubonic plague and 17th-century
England can deepen your appreciation of the context.

Reflect on the Themes: Consider how the themes of fear, faith, and community relate to current events
and personal experiences.

Engage with the Characters: Pay attention to character development and motivations to fully grasp
the novel’s emotional depth.

Discuss with Others: Joining book clubs or online forums can enrich your understanding through diverse
perspectives.

Exploring Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks is not just a literary journey but an exploration of history,
humanity, and hope. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to connect past and present, reminding us that even in
the darkest times, wonder and resilience can emerge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Geraldine Brooks' novel 'Year of Wonders'?

The main theme of 'Year of Wonders' is the human response to adversity, particularly how a small village
deals with the bubonic plague, exploring themes of courage, faith, and resilience.

Who is the protagonist in 'Year of Wonders' by Geraldine Brooks?

The protagonist of 'Year of Wonders' is Anna Frith, a young housemaid who becomes a healer and a central
figure in her plague-stricken village.

How does Geraldine Brooks incorporate historical details in 'Year of
Wonders'?

Geraldine Brooks incorporates historical details by basing the novel on the true story of the 1666 plague in
the village of Eyam, using accurate period language, customs, and medical practices of the time.

What role does faith play in 'Year of Wonders'?

Faith plays a complex role in 'Year of Wonders,' as characters struggle with their beliefs amidst suffering,
with some finding strength in religion while others experience doubt and disillusionment.



How does 'Year of Wonders' explore the theme of isolation?

The novel explores isolation through the village's self-imposed quarantine to prevent the spread of the
plague, highlighting both the physical and emotional challenges faced by the villagers.

Why is 'Year of Wonders' by Geraldine Brooks still relevant to readers
today?

'Year of Wonders' remains relevant as it addresses universal themes of fear, community, sacrifice, and human
endurance during a pandemic, resonating especially in contemporary times.

Additional Resources
Year of Wonders Geraldine Brooks: A Literary Exploration of Resilience and History

year of wonders geraldine brooks stands as a compelling intersection between historical fiction and profound
human experience. Although the novel Year of Wonders was actually written by Geraldine Brooks’s husband,
Geraldine Brooks herself is a distinguished author known for historical narratives that delve into the
complexities of human resilience amid adversity. This often leads to confusion, making it essential to clarify the
distinction while appreciating the thematic and stylistic parallels in their works. This article provides an
analytical review of Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks’s literary circle context, exploring the novel’s
historical significance, narrative style, and enduring impact on contemporary historical fiction.

Understanding Year of Wonders and Geraldine Brooks’s
Contribution to Historical Fiction

Year of Wonders, authored by Geraldine Brooks’s husband, is a historical novel set during the bubonic plague
outbreak in the 17th century English village of Eyam. Geraldine Brooks herself has written acclaimed novels
like March and People of the Book, which share thematic similarities with Year of Wonders, including meticulous
historical research and deep psychological insight. This connection often prompts literary discussions about
their contributions to the genre.

The novel Year of Wonders stands out for its vivid portrayal of human endurance during a catastrophic
epidemic. Brooks’s work, in parallel, complements this by offering narratives that blend personal and historical
upheaval, demonstrating how individuals navigate societal transformations. Thus, while the title “Year of
Wonders Geraldine Brooks” frequently appears in searches, it is important to recognize the distinct authorship
and appreciate how both authors enrich historical fiction.

Historical Context and Accuracy

Year of Wonders is grounded in the true story of Eyam’s self-imposed quarantine during the 1665 plague,
showcasing a remarkable episode of communal sacrifice and survival. Geraldine Brooks’s novels, known for
rigorous archival research, echo this commitment to historical authenticity. The attention to detail in Year
of Wonders reflects a broader literary trend that Geraldine Brooks helped popularize: weaving factual
history into intimate narratives.

This focus on authenticity offers readers an immersive experience, allowing them to grasp the societal norms,
medical understanding, and religious beliefs of the period. The novel’s depiction of plague symptoms, folk
remedies, and community responses is both educational and emotionally resonant, making it a valuable resource
for those interested in historical pandemics.



Narrative Style and Character Development

Year of Wonders employs a first-person perspective through the character of Anna Frith, a housemaid who
evolves into a healer amid the crisis. This narrative choice personalizes the historical calamity, illustrating
how ordinary individuals confront extraordinary challenges. Geraldine Brooks’s novels similarly prioritize
character-driven storytelling, often focusing on marginalized or overlooked figures to illuminate broader
historical themes.

The novel’s prose balances lyrical description with stark realism, capturing the tension between hope and
despair. Anna’s transformation from a passive observer to an active agent of change mirrors the broader human
capacity for resilience. The psychological depth afforded to characters adds layers to the story, inviting
readers to reflect on moral ambiguity, faith, and survival.

Thematic Exploration in Year of Wonders

A key reason for the novel’s enduring appeal lies in its exploration of themes that resonate across time. While
set in the 17th century, the novel’s examination of fear, isolation, and community response holds contemporary
relevance, particularly in light of recent global pandemics.

Fear and Human Response to Crisis

Year of Wonders delves into the primal fear engendered by the plague and how it shapes social dynamics. The
villagers’ initial denial, followed by acceptance and eventual solidarity, mirrors psychological stages
observed in real-world crises. Geraldine Brooks’s works often explore similar emotional landscapes, portraying
characters who must reconcile personal fears with collective needs.

Faith, Science, and Superstition

The tension between religious dogma and emerging scientific thought is a prominent theme. In Year of Wonders,
characters grapple with interpreting the plague as divine punishment versus a natural phenomenon. This conflict
drives much of the narrative tension and character motivations. Geraldine Brooks’s novels frequently address
the interplay between belief systems and rational inquiry, underscoring the complexity of human understanding.

Community and Isolation

The village’s decision to quarantine itself to prevent the plague’s spread exemplifies both sacrifice and
solidarity. This communal act reflects broader questions about individual versus collective responsibility.
The exploration of isolation, both physical and emotional, adds depth to the narrative, highlighting how crises
can fracture or unite societies.

Comparative Analysis: Year of Wonders and Geraldine Brooks’s
Novels

Although Year of Wonders is not authored by Geraldine Brooks, comparing it to her literary output reveals
significant thematic overlaps and stylistic affinities. Both bodies of work emphasize:



Historical authenticity supported by extensive research

Strong, complex female protagonists

Exploration of moral and ethical dilemmas amid historical upheaval

Richly detailed settings that bring past eras to life

For instance, Geraldine Brooks’s March, which reimagines the absent father from Louisa May Alcott’s Little
Women during the American Civil War, shares Year of Wonders’ focus on personal sacrifice and resilience. Both
narratives highlight how individuals navigate the intersection of private hardship and public turmoil.

Pros and Cons of Year of Wonders as a Historical Novel

Analyzing Year of Wonders from a literary and historical perspective reveals several strengths and
limitations:

Pros:1.

Engaging and accessible prose that appeals to a wide audience

Well-researched depiction of a lesser-known historical event

Complex character development offering psychological insight

Balancing educational content with emotional storytelling

Cons:2.

Some critics argue the novel romanticizes aspects of the plague experience

Narrative pacing occasionally slows due to detailed descriptions

Limited exploration of broader political context of 17th-century England

These observations highlight the challenges inherent in historical fiction: balancing accuracy with narrative
engagement.

Impact and Legacy of Year of Wonders in Contemporary Literature

Year of Wonders’s portrayal of a community confronting epidemic has found renewed interest amid global
health crises. Its nuanced examination of human behavior under duress offers valuable insights into the social
and psychological dimensions of pandemics. The novel has been incorporated into academic curricula for
literature and history, underscoring its educational value.

Geraldine Brooks’s influence on historical fiction, through her celebrated novels, complements this impact by



encouraging readers to explore the past through empathetic storytelling. Together, these works contribute to
a richer understanding of history’s human side.

The continued popularity of Year of Wonders Geraldine Brooks-related searches reflects readers’ desire to
connect with stories that illuminate resilience, moral complexity, and hope in the face of catastrophe. This
demand underscores the timeless nature of historical fiction as a genre that bridges past and present.

---

In examining Year of Wonders alongside Geraldine Brooks’s oeuvre, one appreciates the power of well-crafted
historical narratives to engage modern audiences. Whether through detailed depictions of plague-ravaged
villages or the inner lives of Civil War soldiers, these stories invite reflection on the enduring human spirit amid
adversity.

Year Of Wonders Geraldine Brooks

  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Year of Wonders Geraldine Brooks, 2011-07-14 From the
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of ‘March’ and ‘People of the Book’. A young woman’s struggle to save
her family and her soul during the extraordinary year of 1666, when plague suddenly struck a small
Derbyshire village.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Year of Wonders Geraldine Brooks, 2002-04-30 “Plague
stories remind us that we cannot manage without community . . . Year of Wonders is a testament to
that very notion.” – The Washington Post An unforgettable tale, set in 17th century England, of a
village that quarantines itself to arrest the spread of the plague, from the author The Secret Chord
and of March, winner of the Pulitzer Prize When an infected bolt of cloth carries plague from London
to an isolated village, a housemaid named Anna Frith emerges as an unlikely heroine and healer.
Through Anna's eyes we follow the story of the fateful year of 1666, as she and her fellow villagers
confront the spread of disease and superstition. As death reaches into every household and villagers
turn from prayers to murderous witch-hunting, Anna must find the strength to confront the
disintegration of her community and the lure of illicit love. As she struggles to survive and grow, a
year of catastrophe becomes instead annus mirabilis, a year of wonders. Inspired by the true story of
Eyam, a village in the rugged hill country of England, Year of Wonders is a richly detailed evocation
of a singular moment in history. Written with stunning emotional intelligence and introducing an
inspiring heroine (The Wall Street Journal), Brooks blends love and learning, loss and renewal into a
spellbinding and unforgettable read.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Year of Wonders Geraldine Brooks, 2002-04-01
Eighteen-year-old Anna Frith tells the story of her remote English village, Eyam, which was infected
by the plague in 1666 and where, persuaded by their vicar, the townspeople decided to quarantine
themselves.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks Gillian Bouras, 2002
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Geraldine Brooks' Year of Wonders William Burden,
2009
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Health Law's Kaleidoscope Belinda Bennett, 2017-03-02
Within contemporary society the themes of globalization, health and regulation interlock in complex
patterns, changing in response to the mix of cultural differences, regulatory preferences and
available resources. To turn the kaleidoscope and to change the mix is to change the pattern. This
book is about those patterns as they arise in the contemporary legal, health and ethical context,
exploring the transformations and challenges brought by technological change and the regulatory
options in the contemporary global village.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: The Booktalker's Bible Chapple Langemack, 2003-03-30

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/year-of-wonders-geraldine-brooks.pdf


Whether you're preparing for your first booktalk or you're a seasoned booktalking pro, this lively and
light-hearted guide provides all the information you need to create a smashing booktalking
program—from finding your audience and choosing the books to performing the booktalk and
evaluating the program. Filled with insightful, humorous, and inspiring stories from some of today's
best booktalkers, this practical guide includes hundreds of sample booktalks, reproducible forms,
and booktalk booklists for a wide variety of audiences. A must purchase for anyone who booktalks or
wants to get started. Topics include: • Why Booktalk? • The Golden Rules of Booktalking • Choosing
Your Books • Building a No-Fail Booktalk • Delivering a Dazzling Booktalk • Booktalking to Adults •
Booktalking to Children and Teens • Booktalking in Schools • Taking It on the Road • Booktalking
Variations • Evaluation and All That Jazz
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Year of Wonders Kay Perry,
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Ultimate Reading
List John Charles, Shelley Mosley, 2007-07-03 Great reads for busy people. This is a guide to help
busy people find great reads in fiction and nonfiction. Filled with recommendations of popular,
entertaining reading, this book covers mystery and suspense, romance, women’s fiction and chick lit,
Westerns, science fiction, such nonfiction topics as animals, art, biography, memoirs, business, true
crime, and more. Plus, each entry includes a summary of the book, its significance, and a
critique/observation/comment.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: The Books That Mattered Frye Gaillard, 2012-09-01
Frye Gaillard’s first encounters with books were disappointing. As a child he never cared much for
fairy tales – “stories of cannibalism and mayhem in which giants and witches, tigers and wolves did
their best to eat small children.” But at the age of nine, he discovered Johnny Tremain, a children’s
novel of the Revolutionary War, which began a lifetime love affair with books, recounted here as a
reader’s tribute to the writings that enriched and altered his life. In a series of carefully crafted,
often deeply personal essays, Gaillard blends memoir, history and critical analysis to explore the
works of Harper Lee, Anne Frank, James Baldwin, Robert Penn Warren, John Steinbeck, and many
others. As this heartfelt reminiscence makes clear, the books that chose Frye Gaillard shaped him
like an extended family. Reading The Books that Mattered: A Reader’s Memoir will make you study
your own shelves to find clues into your own literary heart.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Ian Watt Marina MacKay, 2018-11-22 Before his
masterpiece The Rise of the Novel made him one of the most influential post-war British literary
critics, Ian Watt was a soldier, a prisoner of war of the Japanese, and a forced labourer on the
notorious Burma-Thailand Railway. Both an intellectual biography and an intellectual history of the
mid-century, this book reconstructs Watt's wartime world: these were harrowing years of mass
death, deprivation, and terror, but also ones in which communities and institutions were improvised
under the starkest of emergency conditions. Ian Watt: The Novel and the Wartime Critic argues that
many of our foundational stories about the novel—about the novel's origins and development, and
about the social, moral, and psychological work that the novel accomplishes—can be traced to the
crises of the Second World War and its aftermath.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Diseases in the District of Maine 1772 - 1820 Richard
J. Kahn, 2020 Jeremiah Barker : Background, Education, and Writings -- Obtaining and Sharing
Medical Literature, 1780-1820 -- The Old Medicine and the New : why Barker wrote this manuscript,
for whom was it written, and why was it not published? -- Alkaline Doctor and A Dangerous
Innovator -- Thoughts to Consider While Reading Barker's Manuscript.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Reading, Learning, Teaching Toni Morrison Karen F.
Stein, 2009 Reading, Learning, Teaching Toni Morrison draws on contemporary scholarship and
Morrison's own commentary to explicate all of her novels published to date, including her 2008
novel A Mercy. Morrison, the 1993 Nobel Prize winner, is an unabashedly confrontational author.
Her profound and complex novels address problems such as slavery, violence, poverty, and sexual
abuse. Morrison's work encompasses a project of total cultural renewal: she re-imagines and
reaffirms the experience of African Americans from the earliest days of slavery up to the present,



avoiding stereotypes or oversimplification. She employs African and Western literary traditions and
conventions as a basis for both structure and critique, re-writing some of the «master narratives» of
American culture and history. This book analyzes Morrison's novels in the context of African
American history and literature, and provides supplemental material to guide teachers and students
to understand and appreciate Morrison's novels.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Seasonal Living with Herbs Jess Buttermore, 2024-01-30
Enhance Your Home and Health with Seasonal Herbs The ultimate guide to seasonal herbs, Seasonal
Living with Herbs is a transformative book that explores the medicinal, culinary, and crafting uses of
herbs. Unlock the full potential of seasonal herbs. This is your go-to resource for discovering the
extraordinary benefits of nature's bounty. Learn how to preserve herbs and harness their medicinal
properties, explore creative ways to use herbs in your everyday life, and cultivate a deeper
connection to the natural world. Discover the secrets of herbal abundance with Seasonal Living with
Herbs—a comprehensive book that invites you to embrace the beauty and benefits of seasonal herbs.
With guidance for growing and caring for herbs in every season, you'll learn to harness their full
potential. Delight in the herbal spotlights specific to each season, savor the flavors of seasonal
recipes, and create stunning crafts that celebrate the natural world. From cultivating your own herb
garden to preserving their essence, this book empowers you to infuse your daily life with the magic
of herbs. Inside, you'll find: • Herbal spotlights highlighting the unique properties of seasonal herbs
• Recipes using herbs that showcase their flavors and aromas • From your garden to your craft
projects inspired by the beauty of herbs • Step-by-step instructions on how to preserve herbs and
their benefits If you enjoyed books on how to use herbs like The Herbal Medicine-Maker's
Handbook, The Herbal Kitchen, or The Healing Kitchen, you'll love Seasonal Living with Herbs.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die James Mustich,
2018-10-02 “The ultimate literary bucket list.” —THE WASHINGTON POST Celebrate the pleasure
of reading and the thrill of discovering new titles in an extraordinary book that’s as compulsively
readable, entertaining, surprising, and enlightening as the 1,000-plus titles it recommends. Covering
fiction, poetry, science and science fiction, memoir, travel writing, biography, children’s books,
history, and more, 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die ranges across cultures and through time to
offer an eclectic collection of works that each deserve to come with the recommendation, You have
to read this. But it’s not a proscriptive list of the “great works”—rather, it’s a celebration of the
glorious mosaic that is our literary heritage. Flip it open to any page and be transfixed by a fresh
take on a very favorite book. Or come across a title you always meant to read and never got around
to. Or, like browsing in the best kind of bookshop, stumble on a completely unknown author and
work, and feel that tingle of discovery. There are classics, of course, and unexpected treasures, too.
Lists to help pick and choose, like Offbeat Escapes, or A Long Climb, but What a View. And its
alphabetical arrangement by author assures that surprises await on almost every turn of the page,
with Cormac McCarthy and The Road next to Robert McCloskey and Make Way for Ducklings, Alice
Walker next to Izaac Walton. There are nuts and bolts, too—best editions to read, other books by the
author, “if you like this, you’ll like that” recommendations , and an interesting endnote of
adaptations where appropriate. Add it all up, and in fact there are more than six thousand titles by
nearly four thousand authors mentioned—a life-changing list for a lifetime of reading. “948 pages
later, you still want more!” —THE WASHINGTON POST
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Eloise’s Last Wish Chris te Lindert, 2022-08-02 This novel,
written in five parts, tells the story of Eloise – a very young Melbourne girl who went to stay with an
older friend and work in Smithton Tasmania – to avoid the shame of being an unwed mother and
possibility of being forced into an abortion by her own family to protect their reputation. When her
son Michael was born, after a few short months, she knew that she did not have the means to keep
him. And, that to take him back to Melbourne would mean a permanent separation from her family.
Michael was adopted by a loving childless couple and grew into a loving father himself. Eloise,
thanks to the letters she received from her friend in Smithton, was able to stay informed about the
good life he was enjoying thanks to her most difficult decision to give him up. Despite her ongoing



sadness, as she matures, she meets a very gentle man, Arthur, and they marry and have a daughter
of their own. In turn her daughter Penny has three children of her own, the youngest of these,
Charlotte, is very close to Eloise and at times lives with her. With the support of his parents, Michael
makes two attempts to meet his birth mother, but is unsuccessful as Eloise fears the judgments of
others should his existence be revealed. Instead, she leaves a letter addressed to Charlotte in her
bookcase, telling her the truth and hoping that she will be the bridge between the two families. And
so, Charlotte begins a journey of discovery about her extended family.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Pandemics in American Popular Culture James Craig
Holte, 2025-04-03 From Cold War–era fears of biological warfare to zombie plagues as metaphors
for contagion to portrayals of recent experiences with Covid-19, pandemics have featured
prominently in American popular culture for decades. Discover more than 90 books, movies,
television shows, video games, and other forms of media that focus on historical or fictional disease
outbreaks and their devastating results. Readers will find fan-favorites such as The Stand, 28 Days
Later, The Last of Us, and Plague Inc., as well as many others. Each entry begins with a concise plot
summary before delving deeper into the work's key thematic elements and cultural impact. Across a
diverse spectrum of media and varied representations of contagion, readers will also better
understand the common thematic threads – human fragility and resilience, social responsibility and
the search for a cure – connecting these portrayals.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Death by Baptism Frank G. Honeycutt, 2021-08-24 Our
days are filled with a variety of known and lurking fears. Christians who name Jesus as Lord on
Sundays are inundated with stories (real and imagined) inducing fear and caution throughout the
week: random violence, health concerns, the perceived threat of people different from us, and
economic worries, to name a few. News sources and national political leaders manipulate these fears
in a fashion that threatens (and sometimes usurps) the church's ultimate trust in Christ. A pastoral
assumption: at the core of this national anxiety is the looming fear of death, spawning various
supplemental protections that have little to do with the promises of Christ. This fear of death (and
the false promises claiming to shield us from such) may prompt us to nudge the One we call Lord to
the margins of daily life, or even solely to the afterlife--a savior we'll all meet in heaven one day but
whose quaint teachings have little to do with problems we're now facing. In this book, gifted
storyteller Frank G. Honeycutt calls on his many years of pastoral experience to examine one of the
most stunning (and overlooked) theological claims of the New Testament: how baptism radically
unites followers of Christ in his death and resurrection. In baptism, we have already died (Romans
6). Disciples commence life in the kingdom on this side of the grave. Believing this with theological
rigor and trust relieves personal (and corporate) anxiety about any day in the future when a believer
stops breathing.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Biographical Fiction Michael Lackey, 2017-01-01 In recent
years, the biographical novel has become one of the most dominant literary forms-J.M. Coetzee,
Margaret Atwood, Hilary Mantel, Colum McCann, Anne Enright, Joyce Carol Oates, Peter Carey,
Russell Banks, and Julia Alvarez are just a few luminaries who have published stellar biographical
novels. But why did this genre come into being mainly in the 20th century? Is it ethical to invent
stories about an actual historical figure? What is biofiction uniquely capable of signifying? Why are
so many prominent writers now authoring such works? And why are they winning such major
awards? In Biographical Fiction: A Reader, some of the finest scholars and writers of biofiction
clarify what led to the rise of this genre, reflect on its nature and form, and specify what it is
uniquely capable of doing. Combining primary and critical material, this accessible reader will be
invaluable to students, teachers, and scholars of biofiction.
  year of wonders geraldine brooks: Biofictional Histories, Mutations and Forms Michael
Lackey, 2018-10-03 Biofiction, defined as literature that names its protagonist after an actual
historical figure, first became popular in the 1930s, but over the last forty years it has become a
dominant literary form. Prominent writers such as J.M. Coetzee, Joyce Carol Oates, Russell Banks,
Julia Alvarez, Peter Carey, Hilary Mantel, Colm Tóibín, Anne Enright, Colum McCann, and Michael



Cunningham have authored spectacular biographical novels which have won some of the world’s
most prestigious awards for fiction. However, in spite of the prominence of these authors, works,
and awards, there has been considerable confusion about the nature of biofiction. This collection of
process pieces and academic essays from authors and scholars of biofiction defines the nature of the
aesthetic form, clarifies why it has come into being, specifies what it is uniquely capable of
signifying, illustrates how it pictures the historical and critiques the political, and suggests potential
directions for future studies. This book was originally published as a special issue of a/b:
Auto/Biography Studies.
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