what was of mice and men about

**What Was Of Mice and Men About: Exploring Steinbeck’s Timeless Tale**

what was of mice and men about is a question that has intrigued readers and students
alike since John Steinbeck’s novella first appeared in 1937. This classic piece of American
literature offers a gripping glimpse into the lives of two displaced ranch workers during the
Great Depression, weaving themes of friendship, dreams, loneliness, and human
vulnerability throughout its narrative. But beyond its surface story, there’s a profound
exploration of human nature and societal challenges that continues to resonate today.

Understanding What Was Of Mice and Men About

At its core, *Of Mice and Men* tells the story of George Milton and Lennie Small, two
itinerant workers traveling through California in search of job opportunities during the harsh
economic realities of the 1930s. George is small, sharp-witted, and fiercely protective of
Lennie, who is physically strong but mentally challenged. Their bond forms the emotional
heart of the story, as they both share a dream of owning their own piece of land — a dream
that symbolizes hope and freedom in a world that often seems bleak and unforgiving.

The Setting: The Great Depression and Its Impact

To truly grasp what *Of Mice and Men* is about, it's essential to place the story within its
historical context. The Great Depression was a period marked by widespread
unemployment, poverty, and disillusionment. Migrant workers like George and Lennie were
common, moving from ranch to ranch hoping to find steady work. Steinbeck’s vivid
depiction of this era highlights the instability and hardship faced by many, making the
novella not just a personal story but also a social commentary.

The Central Themes Explored in What Was Of
Mice and Men About

Steinbeck’s novella is rich with themes that deepen the narrative and invite readers to
reflect on broader human experiences.

Friendship and Loyalty

One of the most compelling aspects of the story is the relationship between George and
Lennie. Unlike many of the other characters who face isolation and loneliness, George and
Lennie have each other. Their friendship is a beacon of hope, emphasizing the power of
companionship in a world that often feels cold and indifferent. This bond challenges the



notion of survival being a purely individual endeavor during tough times.

The Pursuit of the American Dream

George and Lennie’s shared dream of owning a farm is more than just a plot point; it
represents the universal human desire for stability, independence, and a better future. This
ideal is often referred to as the American Dream, and Steinbeck uses it to highlight both the
allure and the fragility of such hopes during periods of economic hardship.

Loneliness and Isolation

Despite their friendship, loneliness permeates the novella. Characters such as Crooks,
Candy, and Curley’s wife each face their own forms of social isolation, reflecting the harsh
realities of race, age, gender, and disability in 1930s America. Steinbeck poignantly
portrays how these factors contribute to the characters’ struggles and their longing for
connection.

Key Characters That Bring The Story to Life

Understanding the main characters is crucial in answering what was *Of Mice and Men*
about, as each one embodies different facets of the story’s themes.

e George Milton: Quick-witted and protective, George acts as Lennie’s guardian. His
pragmatism often contrasts with his deep compassion.

e Lennie Small: Physically strong but mentally disabled, Lennie’s innocence and
unintentional strength create both moments of tenderness and tragedy.

e Candy: An aging ranch hand who fears uselessness, Candy clings to the dream of
owning land as a way to find purpose.

e Crooks: The black stable-hand who faces racial discrimination and isolation, Crooks
provides insight into the racial tensions of the time.

e Curley’s Wife: The only prominent female character, she represents loneliness and
unfulfilled dreams, often misunderstood by the men around her.

Plot Overview: The Journey of Hope and



Heartbreak

The narrative unfolds over just a few days but covers a wide emotional and thematic range.
George and Lennie arrive at a ranch seeking work. Their shared dream of someday owning
a farm offers them hope as they navigate the challenges of ranch life. However, Lennie’s
mental disability leads to unintended consequences, culminating in a tragic event that
forces George to make an agonizing decision.

This plot progression not only drives the story forward but also serves as a vehicle to
explore the fragility of dreams and the complexities of human morality.

Why The Ending Matters

Without giving away too much, the ending of *Of Mice and Men* is both heartbreaking and
thought-provoking. It forces readers to confront difficult questions about mercy, justice, and
sacrifice. Steinbeck doesn’t offer easy answers but instead presents a nuanced look at how
people cope when faced with impossible circumstances.

Why Does What Was Of Mice and Men About Still
Matter Today?

Nearly a century after its publication, *Of Mice and Men* remains relevant because it
touches on timeless human experiences. Themes of friendship, dreams, and loneliness are
universal, and the social issues Steinbeck addresses—such as discrimination and economic
hardship—still resonate in modern society.

Lessons from George and Lennie’s Story

Their story reminds us of the importance of empathy and understanding toward those who
are different or vulnerable. It also highlights the power of hope in sustaining people through
difficult times, even when the odds seem insurmountable.

Inspiring Critical Thinking and Discussion

This novella is often studied in schools because it prompts readers to think critically about
social justice, ethics, and the human condition. Teachers and book clubs alike find it a rich
source for meaningful conversations about history and humanity.



Exploring Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The enduring popularity of *Of Mice and Men* has led to numerous film, stage, and radio
adaptations. Each interpretation brings new perspectives to the story, highlighting different
aspects of its themes and characters. These adaptations help keep the story alive for new
generations, proving that the questions Steinbeck raised are far from settled.

How To Approach Reading Of Mice and Men

For those new to the novella or revisiting it, here are some tips to deepen your
understanding:

1. Consider the historical context: Learning about the Great Depression can enrich
your appreciation of the characters’ struggles.

2. Focus on character relationships: Pay close attention to how George and Lennie
interact and how other characters reflect various societal issues.

3. Reflect on the themes: Think about how dreams and loneliness are portrayed and
what that says about human nature.

4. Discuss and share: Engage with others to explore different interpretations and
personal reactions.

Every reading can reveal new insights, making *Of Mice and Men* a continuously rewarding
experience.

In the end, understanding what was *Of Mice and Men* about is more than just
summarizing a story; it’s about connecting with the hopes, struggles, and emotions that
define us all. Steinbeck’s simple yet profound narrative invites us to look beyond the
hardships and see the shared humanity that binds us together.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Of Mice and Men'?

The main theme of 'Of Mice and Men' is the pursuit of the American Dream and the harsh
realities that prevent its attainment, focusing on friendship, loneliness, and the struggle for
survival during the Great Depression.



Who are the central characters in 'Of Mice and Men'?

The central characters are George Milton and Lennie Small, two displaced migrant ranch
workers who move from place to place in California seeking new job opportunities during
the Great Depression.

What is the plot of 'Of Mice and Men'?

The plot revolves around George and Lennie's dream to own a piece of land, their
experiences working on a ranch, and the tragic events that unfold due to Lennie's mental
disability and strength, ultimately leading to a heartbreaking conclusion.

What does the title 'Of Mice and Men' signify?

The title 'Of Mice and Men' is derived from Robert Burns' poem To a Mouse,' symbolizing
how even the best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry, reflecting the characters'
failed dreams and struggles.

How does 'Of Mice and Men' address the issue of
loneliness?

The novel portrays loneliness through characters like Crooks, Curley's wife, and Candy, who
all experience isolation and marginalization, highlighting the human need for connection
and companionship.

What role does friendship play in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Friendship is central to the story, depicted through the bond between George and Lennie,
showing the importance of loyalty and support in a world filled with hardship and loneliness.

Why is 'Of Mice and Men' considered a classic in
American literature?

It is considered a classic because it powerfully captures themes of dreams, friendship, and
social issues during the Great Depression, with compelling characters and a tragic narrative
that resonates across generations.

What is the significance of the ending of 'Of Mice and
Men'?

The ending is significant as it highlights the devastating consequences of prejudice and
misunderstanding, with George making a difficult decision to protect Lennie from a worse
fate, underscoring the novel's tragic tone.

How does Steinbeck portray disability in 'Of Mice and



Men'?

Steinbeck portrays disability through Lennie's character with sensitivity, showing both his
innocence and the challenges he faces, while also revealing society's lack of understanding
and harsh treatment of those who are different.

Additional Resources

Understanding "Of Mice and Men": A Deep Dive
into Steinbeck's Classic

what was of mice and men about is a question that has intrigued readers, scholars, and
critics since John Steinbeck’s novella was first published in 1937. Set against the backdrop
of the Great Depression, the story unravels the complex lives of two displaced ranch
workers, George Milton and Lennie Small, as they navigate the harsh realities of itinerant
laborers in California. The narrative explores themes of friendship, dreams, loneliness, and
the pursuit of a better life — all while reflecting on the socio-economic struggles of the era.
This article delves into the core of the novella, offering an analytical perspective that
highlights its enduring relevance and literary significance.

In-depth Analysis of "Of Mice and Men"

John Steinbeck’s "Of Mice and Men" is more than a simple tale of two friends; it is a
poignant exploration of human vulnerability and resilience. At its heart, the story centers on
George and Lennie, whose contrasting personalities and interdependent relationship
underscore the broader human condition. George, small and sharp-witted, acts as a
protector and caretaker for Lennie, a physically strong man with a mental disability. Their
shared dream of owning a piece of land represents hope amid despair, a motif that
resonates throughout the book.

Steinbeck’s narrative is economical yet powerful, using concise language to evoke deep
emotional responses. The novella’s structure is tightly crafted, divided into six scenes that
unfold almost theatrically, emphasizing dialogue and action over exposition. This style
brings immediacy to the characters’ experiences, immersing readers in the transient world
of migrant workers.

Exploring Major Themes

One of the fundamental themes in "Of Mice and Men" is the fragility of dreams during
difficult times. The American Dream, a pervasive ideal during the 1930s, is embodied by
George and Lennie’s aspiration for independence and stability. Their vision of owning land
is symbolic of security and personal freedom, yet Steinbeck reveals how such dreams are
often unattainable for the marginalized.



Loneliness and isolation also permeate the novella. Many characters, including Crooks,
Curley’s wife, and Candy, experience profound social alienation. Steinbeck uses these
characters to illustrate how societal barriers—whether based on race, gender, or
disability—compound the hardships faced during the Depression era. This exploration of
loneliness adds depth to the narrative, showcasing the human need for connection.

Another critical theme is the nature of friendship. The bond between George and Lennie is
unique within the novel’s context, where most characters are solitary and transient. Their
relationship challenges the era’s typical depiction of itinerant workers as isolated
individuals, suggesting that companionship can offer solace even in the bleakest
circumstances.

Character Analysis

- **George Milton**

George is practical, intelligent, and often burdened by the responsibility of caring for
Lennie. His protective instincts and occasional frustration paint a complex portrait of loyalty
and sacrifice.

- **Lennie Small**

Lennie’s physical strength contrasts sharply with his mental limitations. His childlike
innocence and inability to control his impulses drive much of the novella’s tension,
ultimately leading to tragic consequences.

The aging ranch handyman who fears obsolescence, Candy represents the vulnerability of
those marginalized by age and physical disability.

- ¥*Curley and Curley’s Wife**
Curley, the boss’s aggressive son, and his wife, who struggles with loneliness and unfulfilled
desires, add layers of conflict and highlight gender dynamics within the story.

- ¥**Crooks**
As the African American stable-hand, Crooks experiences racial discrimination and isolation,
underscoring themes of social injustice.

The Historical and Social Context of "Of Mice and
Men"

Understanding what was of mice and men about requires an appreciation of its historical
context. Written during the Great Depression, the novella reflects the economic despair and
social upheaval of 1930s America. Millions of Americans were unemployed, and the Dust
Bowl forced many farming families to migrate westward in search of work. Steinbeck’s
portrayal of itinerant laborers captures this transient lifestyle marked by uncertainty and
instability.



The novella also touches on social issues such as racism, sexism, and ableism. Characters
like Crooks and Curley’s wife are marginalized due to their identities, illustrating the
intersection of economic hardship with social prejudice. This social commentary enriches
the narrative, making it relevant beyond its immediate setting.

Literary Significance and Impact

"Of Mice and Men" has earned a lasting place in American literature for its compact yet
profound storytelling. It is frequently studied in academic settings, appreciated for its
accessible language and multilayered themes. Steinbeck’s ability to weave social critique
with human drama makes the novella a powerful vehicle for discussing morality, ethics, and
society.

The novella’s influence extends into various adaptations, including stage plays and films.

These adaptations often emphasize the emotional core of George and Lennie’s relationship,
reinforcing the story’s universal appeal.

Why "Of Mice and Men" Continues to Resonate

Several factors contribute to the novella’s enduring popularity and relevance:

* Timeless Themes: The exploration of dreams, friendship, and isolation resonates
across generations.

e Relatable Characters: Despite the specific historical setting, the characters’
struggles are universally human.

e Concise and Powerful Writing: Steinbeck’s economical prose allows readers to
engage deeply without being overwhelmed.

e Educational Value: The novella serves as a gateway for discussions about social
issues, literature, and history.

Moreover, the story’s tragic ending challenges readers to consider the costs of societal
failure and personal responsibility. The ethical dilemmas faced by George prompt reflection
on mercy, justice, and compassion.

Comparative Insights: "Of Mice and Men" and Other
Depression-era Literature

When compared to other works from the same period, such as Steinbeck’s own "The
Grapes of Wrath," "Of Mice and Men" offers a more intimate portrait of individual lives



rather than a broad social panorama. Both works address the struggles of the working
class, but the novella’s focus on personal relationships provides a unique lens for
understanding the era’s human cost.

Similarly, literary contemporaries like Richard Wright’s "Native Son" and Zora Neale
Hurston’s "Their Eyes Were Watching God" also explore themes of racial and social identity,
paralleling Steinbeck’s inclusion of Crooks and the racial dynamics on the ranch.

Final Reflections on the Narrative and Its Legacy

In answering the question of what was of mice and men about, it becomes clear that this
novella is a rich, layered work that transcends its simple surface story. Steinbeck
masterfully conveys the complexities of human nature and society within a brief narrative
space, making it a compelling study in both literature and history.

The story of George and Lennie remains a touchstone for discussions on friendship, dreams,
and societal challenges. Its portrayal of the human spirit’s resilience amid adversity
continues to inspire readers and provoke thoughtful analysis, ensuring its place in the
canon of American literature for years to come.

What Was Of Mice And Men About

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1993-09-01 A
controversial tale of friendship and tragedy during the Great Depression A Penguin Classic Over
seventy-five years since its first publication, Steinbeck’s tale of commitment, loneliness, hope, and
loss remains one of America’s most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and
Lennie, two migrant workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American
Dream. They hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie
have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a
ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their grasp. But even
George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the consequences of Lennie's
unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. Of Mice and Men represents an experiment
in form, which Steinbeck described as “a kind of playable novel, written in a novel form but so
scened and set that it can be played as it stands.” A rarity in American letters, it achieved
remarkable success as a novel, a Broadway play, and three acclaimed films. This edition features an
introduction by Susan Shillinglaw, one of today’s leading Steinbeck scholars. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1937 THE STORY: Two
drifters, George and his friend Lennie, with delusions of living off the fat of the land, have just
arrived at a ranch to work for enough money to buy their own place. Lennie is a man-child, a little
boy in the body of a dangerousl

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2002 For use in schools


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/what-was-of-mice-and-men-about.pdf

and libraries only. Penguin celebrates the centennial of John Steinbeck's birth with stunning
commemorative editions of his essential works.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1994-02-01 A
controversial tale of friendship and tragedy during the Great Depression A Penguin Classic Over
seventy-five years since its first publication, Steinbeck’s tale of commitment, loneliness, hope, and
loss remains one of America’s most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and
Lennie, two migrant workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American
Dream. They hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie
have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a
ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their grasp. But even
George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the consequences of Lennie's
unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. Of Mice and Men represents an experiment
in form, which Steinbeck described as “a kind of playable novel, written in a novel form but so
scened and set that it can be played as it stands.” A rarity in American letters, it achieved
remarkable success as a novel, a Broadway play, and three acclaimed films. This edition features an
introduction by Susan Shillinglaw, one of today’s leading Steinbeck scholars. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

what was of mice and men about: The Story Behind John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men
Brian Williams, Brenda Williams, 2007 How does this novel expose the racism of the 1930s? How
was life changing for women in the 1930s? How did the Great Depression influence John Steinbeck?
Discover how the Great Depression inspired the story of two lonely drifters.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men Linda Clark, 2005 New contributions to
the most important critical debates of the period. The themes of 'image' and 'representation’' play a
major part in the essays collected in this volume; subjects explored include the religious sympathies
of townsfolk and gentry and their physical manifestations, the cultural setting for the activities of
leading families of the period and the interaction of Crown and community of the realm. As the fruit
of original archival research on the later Middle Ages, overall the contributions offer the most
up-to-date scholarship on the period, and a snapshot of the most crucial issues in current research.
Contributors: CLIVE BURGESS, PAUL CAVILL, JON DENTON, THOMAS S. FREEMAN, ALASDAIR
HAWKYARD, STEPHEN MILESON, JENNI NUTTALL, COLIN RICHMOND, ANNE F. SUTTON

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2020-12-29 Summary of
the book Of Mice and Men is a novella written by John Steinbeck. Published in 1937, it narrates the
experiences of George Milton and Lennie Small, two displaced migrant ranch workers, who move
from place to place in California in search of new job opportunities during the Great Depression in
the United States.

what was of mice and men about: CliffsNotes on Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Susan Van
Kirk, 2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes,
plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in the
series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. In
CliffsNotes on Of Mice and Men, you'll meet drifters Lennie and George and recount their peculiar
difficulties and unusual bond. The CliffsNotes commentaries, summaries, and character analysis will
show you why this sweet, sad, and moving American story is considered to be one of Steinbeck's
greatest works. You'll also find Life and background of the author, John Steinbeck A short
introduction to the novel A character map that graphically illustrates the relationships among the
characters Critical essays A review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center with books,
Web sites, films, and magazine articles for further study Classic literature or modern-day
treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.




what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men: Teacher's Deluxe Edition John Steinbeck,
2013-01-03 Penguin Classics presents John Steinbeck’s classic tale as an eBook enhanced with ten
exclusive video clips featuring students responses, questions for classroom discussions, and an
American Dream assignment Nobel Prize-winner John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men remains one of
America's most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two migrant
workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. Laborers in
California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth
existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their
own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be
within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the
consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. Of Mice and Men:
Teacher’s Edition includes the following: * An introduction and suggested further reading by Susan
Shillinglaw, a professor of English at San Jose State University and Scholar-in-Residence at the
National Steinbeck Center in Salinas * The poem “To a Mouse, On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with
the Plough, November 1785” by Robert Burns (the original source of Steinbeck’s title Of Mice and
Men) ¢ The 1962 Nobel Banquet Speech by John Steinbeck ¢ An exclusive audio interview with
award-winning actor James Earl Jones on his stage performances in Of Mice and Men ¢ Ten
exclusive videos of students on major themes from the novel tied to group discussion questions
included in the eBook, and an American Dream assignment, for the ultimate educational experience

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men Vocabulary Activities Kristen Kemp,
2015-06-26 These vocabulary activities for Of Mice and Men incorporate key skills for college and
career readiness. The activities integrate vocabulary with a study of the text. Includes
text-dependent questions, definitions, and text-based sentences.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men Leveled Comprehension Questions
Kristen Kemp, 2015-06-26 These leveled discussion questions about Of Mice and Men require
students to read closely, make connections, and share their analyses. Included are leveled
comprehension questions and suggested answers.

what was of mice and men about: The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's of Mice
and Men Michael J. Meyer, 2009-04-23 First published in 1937, Of Mice and Men has been a staple
of American literature ever since. Divided by decade, The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's Of
Mice and Men provides an overview of criticism over the 70 years the book has been in print.
Michael J. Meyer has assembled significant articles and book excerpts from critics and reviewers,
citing the early book reviews and highlighting some of the most significant essays.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck Harold Bloom, 2013
Provides a collection of critical essays on Steinbeck's Of mice and men.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men SparkNotes Literature Guide
SparkNotes, John Steinbeck, 2014-04-09 Of Mice and Men SparkNotes Literature Guide by John
Steinbeck Making the reading experience fun! When a paper is due, and dreaded exams loom, here's
the lit-crit help students need to succeed! SparkNotes Literature Guides make studying smarter,
better, and faster. They provide chapter-by-chapter analysis; explanations of key themes, motifs, and
symbols; a review quiz; and essay topics. Lively and accessible, SparkNotes is perfect for late-night
studying and paper writing. Includes: An A+ Essay—an actual literary essay written about the
Spark-ed book—to show students how a paper should be written. 16 pages devoted to writing a
literary essay including: a glossary of literary terms Step-by-step tutoring on how to write a literary
essay A feature on how not to plagiarize

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men: An Instructional Guide for Literature
Kristin Kemp, 2015-05-01 Of Mice and Men: An Instructional Guide for Literature provides lesson
plans and activities designed specifically for this classic novel by John Steinbeck. This valuable
resource guides teachers in a rich and deep exploration of the text with ways to add rigor with
complex literature. Readers will enjoy their analysis of this story while evaluating its themes of
friendship and loss through close reading, text-based vocabulary practice, and fun activities and



lessons. Text-dependent questions help students analyze the story, and close reading activities
require students to use textual evidence as they revisit passages for deeper analysis. With various
methods of assessing comprehension, this instructional guide offers strategies for cross-curricular
activities as students build an in-depth understanding of this classic tale.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men Studying the Story Elements Kristen
Kemp, 2015-06-26 Students will enjoy studying the story elements of Of Mice and Men. Through
these engaging activities, students create products to share their understanding of the characters,
plots, and settings of the novel.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men , 2011-03

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men - Literature Kit Gr. 9-12 Chad
Ibbotson, 2016-10-20 Learn about life during the Great Depression while learning about friendship,
survival and prejudice. Our versatile resource allows large group interaction or independent work as
an assessment. Become familiar with tricky words from the novel prior to reading by using them in a
sentence. We include examples from the text that show characters exploiting the weaknesses of
others. Draw a picture of George's ideal piece of land as he describes it to Lennie and Candy.
Imagine the story taking place today, and rewrite the beginning to reflect this change. List the
essential themes of the novel on a bindle organizer. Aligned to your State Standards and written to
Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: Of Mice and Men is the controversial novella by John Steinbeck that
follows two migrant workers as they look for work during the Great Depression. Located in
California, ranch workers George Milton and Lennie Small move on to look for work. George is lean
and intelligent, while Lennie is large and strong. The pair share a dream of one day owning their
own land. Lennie's part of the dream is to be able to touch soft rabbits, as he likes to touch soft
things. George and Lennie find themselves on a ranch with Candy, an old-aged ranch hand and Slim.
Candy offers to give $350 for George and Lennie to buy their land if Candy can live with them.
Unfortunate events at the ranch make sure that dream never takes place.

what was of mice and men about: Of Mice and Men Making Cross-Curricular
Connections Kristen Kemp, 2015-06-26 These cross-curricular activities for Of Mice and Men
incorporate key skills for college and career readiness. The activities integrate literature with social
studies, science, mathematics, and more. Activity pages engage and challenge students.

what was of mice and men about: York Notes for GCSE: Of Mice and Men Kindle edition
Martin Stephen, 2013-09-16 This brilliant series now includes new editions of 17 top titles
full-colour, A4 format to meet the changing needs of GCSE students. Written by GCSE examiners
and teachers to give all students an expert understanding of the text, they include: an invaluable
exam skills section with essay plans, sample answers and expert guidance on understanding exam
questions to show students what they need to do to reach their potential. a wealth of useful content
including key quotes, checklists, study tips and short activities to help students revise effectively. the
widest coverage with in-depth analys.
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