
what classes should i take for forensic science

**What Classes Should I Take for Forensic Science? A Guide to Building the Right Foundation**

what classes should i take for forensic science is a question many aspiring forensic scientists and crime scene
investigators ask themselves when planning their academic journey. Forensic science is a multidisciplinary field
that blends biology, chemistry, law, and criminology to solve crimes and bring justice. Choosing the right
classes early on can help you build a solid foundation, prepare for advanced studies, and increase your chances
of landing a rewarding career in the forensic sciences.

If you’re passionate about uncovering the truth behind criminal activities and want to understand the science
that helps detectives catch culprits, then it’s essential to know which subjects will best equip you with the
skills and knowledge needed. Let's explore the key courses and areas of study that are typically recommended
for students interested in forensic science.

Core Science Classes for Forensic Science Majors

Forensic science relies heavily on the natural sciences. Having a strong grasp of basic and advanced science
concepts is crucial because they form the backbone of evidence analysis and crime scene investigation.

Chemistry

Chemistry is arguably the most important class for forensic science students. Understanding chemical
reactions, the properties of substances, and lab techniques allows forensic scientists to analyze drugs,
toxins, explosives, and other materials found at crime scenes. Courses to consider include:

- General Chemistry
- Organic Chemistry
- Analytical Chemistry
- Biochemistry

Each of these courses builds your ability to identify unknown substances and understand how chemicals
interact with each other, which is vital in forensic laboratories.

Biology

Biology classes are essential because forensic scientists often analyze biological evidence such as blood, hair,
saliva, and other bodily fluids. A strong foundation in biology helps in DNA analysis, forensic anthropology,
and understanding human anatomy.

Recommended biology courses include:

- General Biology
- Microbiology
- Genetics
- Human Anatomy and Physiology

Studying genetics is especially important since DNA profiling is a cornerstone of modern forensic science.



Physics

While not always the primary focus, physics classes provide valuable knowledge on how forces, motion, and
energy affect evidence at crime scenes. For example, understanding ballistics, blood spatter patterns, and
accident reconstruction often require physics principles.

Mathematics and Statistics: The Analytical Tools

Forensic science isn’t just about lab work; it also involves data analysis and validation of evidence. Taking
classes in mathematics and statistics sharpens your analytical thinking and helps you interpret results
accurately.

Statistics

Statistics is particularly important for forensic science. You'll learn how to analyze data sets, calculate
probabilities, and understand the reliability of evidence, such as determining the likelihood that DNA evidence
matches a suspect.

Mathematics

Courses in algebra, calculus, or general mathematics provide the quantitative skills necessary for precise
measurement and data analysis. These skills are often applied in forensic chemistry and physics.

Criminal Justice and Legal Studies

Since forensic science operates at the intersection of science and law, understanding the criminal justice system
is just as crucial as mastering the science behind it.

Criminal Justice

Taking classes in criminal justice gives you insight into law enforcement procedures, the court system, and the
role forensic evidence plays in trials. Topics might include:

- Introduction to Criminal Justice
- Criminology
- Law Enforcement Procedures

Forensic Law and Ethics

Courses that cover legal aspects and ethical considerations prepare you for the real-world challenges
forensic scientists face, such as maintaining the chain of custody and providing reliable testimony in court.



Specialized Forensic Science Classes

Beyond foundational knowledge, many programs offer specialized courses that focus directly on forensic
techniques and applications.

Forensic Biology and DNA Analysis

These courses teach you how to collect, analyze, and interpret biological evidence. Hands-on lab work helps
develop skills in DNA extraction, electrophoresis, and PCR techniques.

Forensic Chemistry and Toxicology

Here, you’ll learn about chemical analysis of substances like poisons, drugs, and gunshot residue, equipping you
to identify harmful agents in criminal cases.

Crime Scene Investigation

This class often involves practical training on how to process a crime scene, collect evidence properly, and
document findings. It’s invaluable for understanding the meticulous nature of forensic work.

Forensic Anthropology and Odontology

If you’re interested in analyzing human remains, courses in forensic anthropology (study of bones) and
odontology (study of teeth) are essential.

Additional Useful Courses to Consider

Forensic science is broad, and depending on your interests, you might want to explore other classes that
enhance your skills.

Psychology: Understanding criminal behavior and victim psychology can be helpful when working closely
with law enforcement and legal teams.

Computer Science: Digital forensics is a growing field. Classes in computer science, cybersecurity, and
information technology may open doors to cybercrime investigation.

Communication: Being able to write clear reports and testify confidently in court is vital. Public
speaking and technical writing courses can improve these skills.

Ethics: Courses in ethics help you navigate the moral complexities in forensic work, including
confidentiality and integrity.



Tips for Choosing the Best Classes

When deciding on classes, it’s important to balance foundational science courses with legal and specialized
forensic courses. Here are some tips:

- Check the curriculum of forensic science programs you’re interested in to see their recommended prerequisites.
- Prioritize lab-based science classes that offer hands-on experience.
- If possible, take internships or practical courses that simulate real forensic work.
- Don’t neglect soft skills like communication and ethics, as they are crucial in the courtroom.
- Consider taking electives in emerging areas like digital forensics or forensic psychology.

Preparing Beyond the Classroom

While knowing what classes should I take for forensic science is critical, gaining experience outside the
classroom is equally important. Volunteering, internships, and research projects can provide practical
exposure that complements your academic knowledge. Networking with professionals in the field and joining
forensic science organizations can also help you stay updated on industry trends and career opportunities.

Ultimately, your education in forensic science is a blend of rigorous scientific study and an understanding of
the legal processes that govern criminal investigations. By carefully selecting your classes and seeking out
hands-on experience, you’ll be well on your way to a successful career in this fascinating and impactful field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential classes I should take for a forensic science major?

Essential classes for forensic science typically include biology, chemistry, organic chemistry, biochemistry,
genetics, forensic science principles, criminal justice, and statistics.

Should I take anatomy and physiology courses for forensic science?

Yes, anatomy and physiology courses are beneficial for understanding human biology, which is crucial for
forensic pathology and crime scene investigation.

Are chemistry classes important for forensic science students?

Absolutely. Chemistry, including organic and inorganic chemistry, is fundamental for analyzing substances and
evidence in forensic labs.

What math classes are recommended for forensic science?

Statistics and basic algebra are recommended because they help in data analysis, interpreting test results, and
understanding probabilities related to forensic evidence.

Is it necessary to take criminal justice classes for forensic science?

Yes, criminal justice classes provide knowledge about the legal system, law enforcement procedures, and
courtroom protocols which are essential for forensic scientists.



Should I include psychology classes in my forensic science curriculum?

Psychology can be valuable, especially if you are interested in forensic psychology or understanding criminal
behavior, but it is not mandatory for all forensic science paths.

Are lab-based courses important in forensic science education?

Lab-based courses are crucial as they provide hands-on experience with forensic techniques, evidence analysis,
and instrumentation used in real-world investigations.

What electives can complement a forensic science degree?

Electives such as toxicology, anthropology, computer science (for digital forensics), and legal studies can
enhance your knowledge and career options.

Do forensic science programs require computer science or data analysis
classes?

Many programs recommend or require courses in computer science or data analysis to equip students with
skills in digital forensics and managing forensic databases.

How can I choose the right forensic science classes for my career goals?

Identify your area of interest (e.g., crime scene investigation, forensic chemistry, digital forensics), then select
classes that build expertise in that field, including both science and law-related courses.

Additional Resources
**What Classes Should I Take for Forensic Science? A Detailed Guide for Aspiring Professionals**

what classes should i take for forensic science is a common and critical question among students and career
changers aiming to enter this multifaceted and evolving field. Forensic science merges biology, chemistry, law,
and technology to solve crimes and support the justice system. Choosing the right academic path is essential
for building a solid foundation, gaining practical skills, and enhancing employability in a competitive job market.

The journey to becoming a forensic scientist or technician often starts with understanding the core disciplines
that underpin forensic investigations. From natural sciences to criminal justice, the curriculum should be
carefully curated to cover relevant knowledge areas. This article explores the essential courses, their
significance, and how they collectively prepare students for successful careers in forensic science.

The Academic Foundation: Core Classes for Forensic Science

When considering what classes should I take for forensic science, it is crucial to focus on foundational
courses that provide a broad understanding of scientific principles and investigative techniques. Most forensic
science degree programs emphasize a blend of natural science and criminal justice. Below are some key classes
that students typically encounter:

1. Biology and Human Anatomy

A strong grasp of biology is indispensable in forensic science. Courses in biology cover cellular structures,



genetics, microbiology, and human anatomy. Understanding the human body and biological processes is vital for
analyzing evidence such as blood, hair, and other bodily fluids. Forensic biologists often work with DNA
evidence, making genetics courses particularly valuable.

2. Chemistry and Organic Chemistry

Chemistry classes are the backbone of forensic analysis. Students learn about chemical reactions, compounds,
and laboratory techniques that are crucial for analyzing substances found at crime scenes. Organic chemistry
further deepens the understanding of carbon-based compounds, which is important for toxicology and drug
identification. These courses develop analytical and problem-solving skills required for interpreting chemical
evidence.

3. Criminal Justice and Law

Forensic science operates at the intersection of science and the law. Classes in criminal justice introduce
students to the legal system, crime scene protocols, and law enforcement procedures. Understanding the
judicial process, evidence handling, and courtroom testimony is essential for forensic professionals who may be
called to serve as expert witnesses.

4. Forensic Science and Crime Scene Investigation

Many programs offer specialized forensic science courses that cover crime scene processing, evidence collection,
and forensic photography. These classes provide hands-on experience and methodologies used in real-world
investigations. Topics include fingerprint analysis, ballistics, and the use of forensic technology, preparing
students for practical challenges.

5. Statistics and Data Analysis

Interpreting forensic data requires strong skills in statistics. Courses in statistics teach students how to
analyze data accurately, assess probabilities, and avoid common pitfalls in interpreting scientific results. This
knowledge is critical in presenting evidence convincingly and scientifically in court.

Specialized Classes to Enhance Expertise

Beyond the core curriculum, students may choose advanced or elective courses tailored to their interests and
career goals. These classes offer deeper insight into specific forensic disciplines and emerging technologies.

1. Toxicology

Toxicology focuses on the effects of chemicals, drugs, and poisons on the human body. Understanding toxic
substances is essential for cases involving overdoses, poisonings, or substance abuse. Toxicology classes
teach analytical techniques to detect and quantify toxins in biological samples.



2. Forensic Anthropology

This subfield deals with the analysis of human skeletal remains. Forensic anthropology courses cover
identification techniques, trauma analysis, and estimating time since death. These classes are ideal for students
interested in working with law enforcement on missing persons or disaster victim identification.

3. Digital Forensics

With the rise of cybercrime, digital forensics has become increasingly important. Classes in this area focus on
recovering and analyzing electronic data, investigating hacking incidents, and understanding digital evidence’s
legal implications. This specialization blends IT skills with forensic investigation.

4. Forensic Psychology

For students interested in the behavioral aspects of crime, forensic psychology courses explore criminal
behavior, victimology, and psychological profiling. This knowledge assists in understanding motives and
patterns, complementing the scientific analysis of physical evidence.

Comparing Degree Pathways: Which Classes Align Best?

Forensic science education is available through various degree programs, including associate’s, bachelor’s, and
graduate degrees. Each level has different class requirements and focuses.

Associate’s Degree: Often includes introductory courses in biology, chemistry, and criminal justice.
Suitable for entry-level forensic technicians.

Bachelor’s Degree: Offers comprehensive coursework covering core sciences, forensic techniques, and
legal studies. Prepares students for professional forensic science roles.

Graduate Degrees (Master’s/Ph.D.): Allows for specialization in niche areas such as forensic toxicology,
anthropology, or molecular biology. Emphasizes research and advanced methodologies.

Choosing the right classes depends on the desired career path—whether laboratory analysis, crime scene
investigation, or forensic research. For example, a student aiming to become a forensic toxicologist should
prioritize chemistry and toxicology classes, whereas one interested in crime scene work might focus more on
forensic science and criminal justice.

Practical Skills and Laboratory Experience

Theory alone is insufficient in forensic science. Classes with laboratory components provide hands-on training
in using microscopes, chromatographs, spectrometers, and DNA sequencers. These skills are indispensable for
interpreting physical evidence accurately. Forensic science programs that integrate internships or fieldwork
offer invaluable real-world experience, often making graduates more competitive in the job market.



Developing Critical Thinking and Attention to Detail

Effective forensic scientists must possess strong analytical abilities and meticulous attention to detail.
Classes that emphasize case studies, laboratory reports, and research projects foster critical thinking. These
skills enable professionals to draw accurate conclusions, avoid contamination or procedural errors, and
maintain the integrity of evidence.

Balancing Scientific Rigor and Legal Knowledge

One of the unique aspects of forensic science education is the need to balance scientific expertise with legal
understanding. Courses in ethics, evidence law, and courtroom procedures are just as crucial as biology and
chemistry. Professionals must communicate complex scientific findings clearly and withstand legal scrutiny.
Therefore, students should seek programs that offer interdisciplinary curricula to prepare for these dual
demands.

Additional Recommended Classes

Beyond the primary focus areas, several other courses can enrich a forensic science education:

Physics: Useful for understanding ballistics, accident reconstruction, and the mechanics of injuries.

Microscopy: Enhances skills in analyzing trace evidence such as fibers, hair, and soil.

Ethics in Science: Addresses ethical considerations and professional responsibility in forensic work.

Communication and Technical Writing: Prepares students to write clear, accurate reports and present
testimony.

Integrating these classes into the curriculum helps develop well-rounded forensic scientists equipped for a
variety of roles.

Conclusion: Navigating the Path Forward

Answering the question “what classes should I take for forensic science” requires understanding both the
scientific and legal dimensions of the field. Foundational courses in biology, chemistry, and criminal justice lay
the groundwork, while specialized classes like toxicology, anthropology, and digital forensics allow
students to tailor their expertise. Practical laboratory experience and interdisciplinary learning are critical
components for success.

By thoughtfully selecting classes aligned with career goals and emerging industry trends, aspiring forensic
professionals can build a robust skill set. This strategic approach not only enhances academic achievement but
also improves career prospects in a dynamic and impactful field.



What Classes Should I Take For Forensic Science

  what classes should i take for forensic science: Strengthening Forensic Science in the
United States National Research Council, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences, Committee
on Applied and Theoretical Statistics, Policy and Global Affairs, Committee on Science, Technology,
and Law, Committee on Identifying the Needs of the Forensic Sciences Community, 2009-07-29
Scores of talented and dedicated people serve the forensic science community, performing vitally
important work. However, they are often constrained by lack of adequate resources, sound policies,
and national support. It is clear that change and advancements, both systematic and scientific, are
needed in a number of forensic science disciplines to ensure the reliability of work, establish
enforceable standards, and promote best practices with consistent application. Strengthening
Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward provides a detailed plan for addressing these
needs and suggests the creation of a new government entity, the National Institute of Forensic
Science, to establish and enforce standards within the forensic science community. The benefits of
improving and regulating the forensic science disciplines are clear: assisting law enforcement
officials, enhancing homeland security, and reducing the risk of wrongful conviction and
exoneration. Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States gives a full account of what is
needed to advance the forensic science disciplines, including upgrading of systems and
organizational structures, better training, widespread adoption of uniform and enforceable best
practices, and mandatory certification and accreditation programs. While this book provides an
essential call-to-action for congress and policy makers, it also serves as a vital tool for law
enforcement agencies, criminal prosecutors and attorneys, and forensic science educators.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: A Survey of the Forensic Sciences Randall
Skelton, 2011-01-14 Exploring the broad spectrum of the forensic sciences practiced both inside and
outside of a crime lab, this text investigates forensic sciences that are used both in criminal and civil
contexts, along with non-traditional and new applications such as occupational fraud, wildlife
protection, and homeland security. The approach is unifying in that it seeks to explain the
underlying theoretical and practical concepts that unite all forensic science as well as the individual
challenges of each of the forensic sciences. The scientific concepts that underly the forensic sciences
are explained in a manner that is understandable by readers without a science background.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Careers in Forensic Science Adam Woog,
2014-01-01 Give your readers a comprehensive book that details the various of jobs and internships
that readers can pursue in forensic science. Readers are provided with details regarding the
education, training, and equipment that candidates would need for different roles. This book covers
the history of forensic science, its role in the community, and the type of public service its officers
provide. It also features stories from real cases and members of the forensic science team.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Ethics for the Public Service Professional
Aric W. Dutelle, M. F. S., 2011-06-22 Public service professionals — government officials, those in
the legal system, first responders, and investigators — confront ethical issues every day. In an
environment where each decision can mean the difference between life and death or freedom and
imprisonment, deciding on an ethical course of action can pose challenges to even the most
seasoned professional. Ethics for the Public Service Professional explores these issues as they relate
to virtually all areas of public service. Examining the history of ethics, codes, and legislation relating
to public service, this volume: Provides timely coverage of current police and public service
controversies Discusses important new mechanisms of accountability, including comprehensive
use-of-force reporting, citizen complaint procedures, early intervention systems, and police auditors
Presents real-life situations faced by those within public service, encouraging discussion and debate
Incorporates news stories throughout the text to demonstrate the diverse scope of ethical issues
within the public service workplace Includes a list of Web sites to facilitate further research Each
chapter begins with learning objectives to emphasize active rather than passive learning, along with
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key terms for readers to assimilate. Many chapters contain Ripped from the Headlines current event
examples that demonstrate actual scenarios involving the issues discussed within the chapter. Case
studies and summations further assist readers in comprehending the material, along with sections
offering insight from public servants specializing in a particular area. Review questions at the end of
each chapter test comprehension.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Forensic Science Specialists Judith
Williams, Don Rauf, 2015-07-15 Do you love solving riddles and mysteries? Does the unknown
fascinate you? Would you enjoy gathering evidence and analyzing data? If so, perhaps a career in
forensic science is for you! This book explores what a forensic scientist does through interviews,
real-life examples, and actual case studies.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Career Opportunities in Forensic
Science Susan Echaore-McDavid, Richard A. McDavid, 2010-04-21 Provides job profiles in the field
of forensic science; includes education and training resources, certification program listings,
professional associations, and more.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: The Global Practice of Forensic Science
Douglas H. Ubelaker, 2015-02-16 The Global Practice of Forensic Science presents histories, issues,
patterns, and diversity in the applications of international forensic science. Written by 64
experienced and internationally recognized forensic scientists, the volume documents the practice of
forensic science in 28 countries from Africa, the Americas, Asia, Australia and Europe. Each
country’s chapter explores factors of political history, academic linkages, the influence of individual
cases, facility development, types of cases examined, integration within forensic science,
recruitment, training, funding, certification, accreditation, quality control, technology, disaster
preparedness, legal issues, research and future directions. Aimed at all scholars interested in
international forensic science, the volume provides detail on the diverse fields within forensic
science and their applications around the world.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: The Will Trent Series 7-Book Bundle
Karin Slaughter, 2014-05-13 New York Times bestselling author Karin Slaughter is acclaimed for her
novels of heart-stopping suspense, edge-of-your-seat intrigue, and richly imagined characters. And
when Slaughter created detective Will Trent she broke the mold. While displaying an uncanny knack
for reading people, solving puzzles, and cracking cases at the Georgia Bureau of Investigation,
Detective Trent navigates the varied relationships with the women in his life: vice cop Angie Polaski,
supervisor Amanda Wagner, partner Faith Mitchell, and Dr. Sara Linton. This gripping eBook bundle
contains seven novels in the Will Trent series, including: TRIPTYCH FRACTURED UNDONE
BROKEN FALLEN CRIMINAL UNSEEN Also includes the eBook novellas Snatched and Busted as
well as a preview of Karin Slaughter’s highly anticipated thriller Cop Town! Praise for Karin
Slaughter and her Will Trent thrillers “One of the best crime novelists in America.”—The Washington
Post “Crime fiction at its finest.”—Michael Connelly “Slaughter writes with a razor. . . . Better than
Cornwell can ever hope to be.”—The Plain Dealer “Slaughter will have you on the edge of your
seat.”—Seattle Post-Intelligencer “Slaughter’s gift for building multilayered tension while
deconstructing damaged personalities gives this thriller a nerve-wracking finish.”—USA Today, on
Triptych “Heart-pounding . . . Trent and Mitchell, a pair of complex and deeply flawed heroes, will
leave fans clamoring for the next installment.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review), on Fractured “A
complicated spider web of secrets and tangles.”—Los Angeles Times, on Undone “Addictive . . .
Slaughter is a terrific writer, and she keeps the emotional tension high throughout.”—The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, on Broken “An absolute master . . . Slaughter creates some wonderfully
complex and mature female characters, a distinctive achievement in the world of thrillers.”—Chicago
Tribune, on Fallen “[A] hold-on-to-your-hat, nail-biting story . . . What raises Slaughter way above
the sensational is her wonderful way with characters.”—The Washington Post, on Criminal “No one
writes like Slaughter.”—The Huffington Post, on Unseen
  what classes should i take for forensic science: The Will Trent Series 6-Book Bundle Karin
Slaughter, 2013-10-21 New York Times bestselling author Karin Slaughter is acclaimed for her



novels of heart-stopping suspense, edge-of-your-seat intrigue, and richly imagined characters. And
when Slaughter created detective Will Trent she broke the mold. While displaying an uncanny knack
for reading people, solving puzzles, and cracking cases at the Georgia Bureau of Investigation,
Detective Trent navigates the varied relationships with the women in his life: vice cop Angie Polaski,
supervisor Amanda Wagner, partner Faith Mitchell, and Dr. Sara Linton. This gripping eBook bundle
contains six novels in the Will Trent series, including: TRIPTYCH FRACTURED UNDONE BROKEN
FALLEN CRIMINAL Praise for Karin Slaughter and her Will Trent thrillers “One of the best crime
novelists in America.”—The Washington Post “Crime fiction at its finest.”—Michael Connelly
“Slaughter writes with a razor. . . . Better than Cornwell can ever hope to be.”—The Plain Dealer
“Slaughter will have you on the edge of your seat.”—Seattle Post-Intelligencer “Slaughter’s gift for
building multilayered tension while deconstructing damaged personalities gives this thriller a
nerve-wracking finish.”—USA Today, on Triptych “Heart-pounding . . . Trent and Mitchell, a pair of
complex and deeply flawed heroes, will leave fans clamoring for the next installment.”—Publishers
Weekly (starred review), on Fractured “A complicated spider web of secrets and tangles.”—Los
Angeles Times, on Undone “Addictive . . . Slaughter is a terrific writer, and she keeps the emotional
tension high throughout.”—The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, on Broken “An absolute master . . .
Slaughter creates some wonderfully complex and mature female characters, a distinctive
achievement in the world of thrillers.”—Chicago Tribune, on Fallen “[A] hold-on-to-your-hat,
nail-biting story . . . What raises Slaughter way above the sensational is her wonderful way with
characters.”—The Washington Post, on Criminal
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Serial Crime Wayne Petherick, 2009-06-13
Serial Crime, Second Edition, examines serial predatory behavior and is divided into two main parts.
Part one deals with behavioral profiling, and covers a variety of critical issues from the history of
profiling and the theoretical schools of thought to its treatment in the mainstream media. This
updated edition includes new sections on the problems of induction, metacognition in criminal
profiling, and investigative relevance. Part two deals more specifically with a number of types of
serial crime including stalking, rape, murder, and arson. Chapters on each of these crimes provide
definitions and thresholds, and discussions of the offenders, the crime, and its dynamics.
Considerations for behavioral profiling and investigations and the development of new paradigms in
each area are interwoven throughout. Topics are conceptually and practically related since profiling
has typically seen most application in serial crimes and similar investigations. The unique
presentation of the book successfully connects the concepts and creates links to criminal behavior
across crimes—murder, sexual assault, and arson—something no other title does. The connection of
serial behavior to profiling, the most useful tool in discovering behavior patterns, is also new to the
body of literature available and serves to examine the ideal manner in which profiling can be used in
conjunction with behavioral science to positively affect criminal investigations. - Provides a
theoretical and practical foundation for understanding the motivation and dynamics in a range of
serial offenses - Illustrates the promise, purposes and pitfalls of behavioral profiling in the
investigation of various serial crimes - Numerous case examples show the real world uses of
behavioral profiling in investigations, as well as highlighting a variety of issues in understanding and
investigating serial crime
  what classes should i take for forensic science: The Science and Standards of Forensics
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 2013
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Forensic Science Stuart H. James, Jon J.
Nordby Ph.D., Suzanne Bell, Lana J Williams, 2014-01-13 Covering a range of fundamental topics
essential to modern forensic investigation, the fourth edition of the landmark text Forensic Science:
An Introduction to Scientific and Investigative Techniques presents contributions from experts in the
field who discuss case studies from their own personal files. This edition has been thoroughly
updated to r
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Police Education and Training in a
Global Society Peter C. Kratcoski, Dilip K. Das, 2007-06-15 Police Education and Training in a



Global Society provides an international survey of police officer education. Editors Peter C.
Kratcoski and Dilip K. Das bring together police educators from every continent to explore the
similarities and differences in preparing the police to meet their goals and accomplish their missions
around the world. Represented are perspectives on training new recruits, in-service training, and
advanced training. Several chapters focus on the specialized training such as that required to
combat terrorism. Throughout, the need to concentrate on the development of technical skills and
human relations is emphasized. The right combination of formal education and technical training is
required if the police of the 21st century are to be effective. Police Education and Training in a
Global Society is an ideal reference for police training professionals and those pursuing criminal
justice and police training.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Careers in Criminal Justice Coy H. Johnston,
2018-01-17 Careers in Criminal Justice, Second Edition prepares students to plan, pursue, and
realize their career goals—from conception through the hiring process. Coy H. Johnston’s
contemporary approach emphasizes student self-reflection and pragmatism in the pursuit of
self-fulfillment and professionalism. With coverage of over forty careers in policing, courts,
corrections, and victim services, students receive a comprehensive overview of the most popular and
growing careers in the field. Self-assessment tools enhance the student’s self-awareness and steer
them toward realistic and suitable careers in criminal justice. This easy-to-read guide is organized to
prepare and encourage growth throughout the student’s career. New to the Second Edition: A new
chapter titled Volunteering and Internship (Chapter 9) guides readers through the importance and
process of early involvement in the field to create a more enticing resume. Three new Guest Speaker
profiles offer students new perspectives and practical advice for a variety of careers and
geographical areas. New career assessment tools are included to help students realize their
compatibility with various careers in the criminal justice field. Expanded coverage of information in
critical areas such as private prisons, careers in the judiciary, and resume building ensure students
are receiving a balanced introduction to criminal justice careers.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Crime Laboratory Digest , 1986
  what classes should i take for forensic science: The Top 100 Ferguson, 2008-11
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Program Abstracts American Society for
Horticultural Science. Meeting, 1978
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Techniques of Crime Scene
Investigation, Seventh Edition Barry A. J. Fisher, David R. Fisher, 2003-09-25 This latest edition
of Techniques of Crime Scene Investigation examines concepts, field-tested techniques and
procedures, and technical information concerning crime scene investigation. It has been widely
adopted by police academies, community colleges, and universities and is recommended for
preparation for certification exams. Written in an easy-to-read style, this comprehensive text offers
up-to-date technical expertise that the author has developed over many years in law enforcement.
Includes check-off lists, case studies, and 16 pages of full-color illustrated photos. Also included is an
appendix on equipment for crime scene investigations.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Careers in Explosives and Arson
Investigation Daniel E. Harmon, 2008-01-15 Provides an introduction to the field of forensics,
focusing on the work done by fire examiners and arson and explosives investigators, identifying the
skills, education, and training needed to do the jobs, discussing opportunities and future trends in
the field, and including a look at typical on-the-job experiences. Chapter Titles: When Fire Becomes
a Force of Evil, The Many Tasks of Forensic Fire Examiners, Special Preparation for a Special
Career, Forensic Careers in Arson and Explosives Investigation, An Open Career field.
  what classes should i take for forensic science: Bayesian Networks for Probabilistic
Inference and Decision Analysis in Forensic Science Franco Taroni, Alex Biedermann, Silvia Bozza,
Paolo Garbolino, Colin Aitken, 2014-09-22 Bayesian Networks “This book should have a place on the
bookshelf of every forensic scientist who cares about the science of evidence interpretation.” Dr. Ian
Evett, Principal Forensic Services Ltd, London, UK Bayesian Networks for Probabilistic Inference



and Decision Analysis in Forensic Science Second Edition Continuing developments in science and
technology mean that the amounts of information forensic scientists are able to provide for criminal
investigations is ever increasing. The commensurate increase in complexity creates diffculties for
scientists and lawyers with regard to evaluation and interpretation, notably with respect to issues of
inference and decision. Probability theory, implemented through graphical methods, and specifically
Bayesian networks, provides powerful methods to deal with this complexity. Extensions of these
methods to elements of decision theory provide further support and assistance to the judicial system.
Bayesian Networks for Probabilistic Inference and Decision Analysis in Forensic Science provides a
unique and comprehensive introduction to the use of Bayesian decision networks for the evaluation
and interpretation of scientific findings in forensic science, and for the support of decision-makers in
their scientific and legal tasks. Includes self-contained introductions to probability and decision
theory. Develops the characteristics of Bayesian networks, object-oriented Bayesian networks and
their extension to decision models. Features implementation of the methodology with reference to
commercial and academically available software. Presents standard networks and their extensions
that can be easily implemented and that can assist in the reader’s own analysis of real cases.
Provides a technique for structuring problems and organizing data based on methods and principles
of scientific reasoning. Contains a method for the construction of coherent and defensible arguments
for the analysis and evaluation of scientific findings and for decisions based on them. Is written in a
lucid style, suitable for forensic scientists and lawyers with minimal mathematical background.
Includes a foreword by Ian Evett. The clear and accessible style of this second edition makes this
book ideal for all forensic scientists, applied statisticians and graduate students wishing to evaluate
forensic findings from the perspective of probability and decision analysis. It will also appeal to
lawyers and other scientists and professionals interested in the evaluation and interpretation of
forensic findings, including decision making based on scientific information.

Related to what classes should i take for forensic science
Continuing & Adult Education - Orange County There are many options and opportunities for
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