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Timeline of Colombian History: From Ancient Roots to Modern Day

timeline of colombian history reveals a fascinating journey through centuries marked by cultural
richness, political upheaval, and social transformation. Colombia, nestled in the northwestern corner
of South America, boasts a history that intertwines indigenous civilizations, colonial conquests,
independence movements, and contemporary challenges. For anyone intrigued by Latin American
history or looking to understand Colombia’s evolution, exploring this timeline provides valuable
insights into how the country has shaped its unique identity over time.

Pre-Columbian Era: The Dawn of Colombian Civilization

Before the arrival of the Spanish conquistadors, the area now known as Colombia was home to
diverse indigenous cultures with complex societies. The timeline of Colombian history begins
thousands of years ago with tribes such as the Muisca, Tairona, and Quimbaya, who thrived in
different regions. The Muisca, for example, inhabited the highlands of the Eastern Andes and were
renowned for their advanced agricultural techniques, gold craftsmanship, and trade networks.

Archaeological evidence shows that these communities had sophisticated social structures and
spiritual beliefs, often centered around nature and celestial phenomena. The legend of El Dorado,
which captivated European explorers, originated from Muisca rituals involving offerings of gold to
their gods. Understanding this pre-Columbian backdrop is essential to grasp the deep cultural roots
that influence Colombia today.

Spanish Conquest and Colonial Period (1499-1810)

The timeline of Colombian history took a dramatic turn when Spanish explorers arrived in the late
15th and early 16th centuries. In 1499, Alonso de Ojeda led one of the first expeditions to the
Colombian coast, and soon after, conquistadors like Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada ventured inland.
By 1538, Bogota was founded, becoming the capital of the New Kingdom of Granada, a key part of
the Spanish Empire.

During the colonial era, Colombia experienced profound changes. The Spanish imposed their
language, religion, and governance, while indigenous populations were subjected to forced labor and
displacement. The economy became focused on mining, agriculture, and trade, largely benefiting the
colonial elite. However, this period also saw the mixing of cultures, giving rise to Colombia’s mestizo
identity.

Key Events During the Colonial Period

» 1538: Founding of Bogota by Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada.



e 1549: Establishment of the Royal Audiencia of Santafé de Bogota, the colonial administrative
center.

e 1781: The Comuneros Revolt, an early uprising against Spanish taxation and control.

These events set the stage for the independence movements that would emerge in the early 19th
century.

Independence and the Formation of the Republic
(1810-1831)

The early 1800s marked a pivotal chapter in the timeline of Colombian history with the rise of
independence movements across Latin America. Inspired by the Enlightenment and other
revolutions worldwide, Colombians began to challenge Spanish rule. The Cry of Independence in
Bogota on July 20, 1810, is commemorated as the beginning of Colombia’s struggle for freedom.

The fight for independence was complex and prolonged, involving figures like Simén Bolivar and
Francisco de Paula Santander. Bolivar, known as El Libertador, played a crucial role in liberating
Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Peru from Spanish domination. By 1819, after the decisive Battle
of Boyaca, Colombia emerged victorious, leading to the establishment of Gran Colombia, a republic
encompassing much of northern South America.

Gran Colombia and Its Dissolution

Gran Colombia represented an ambitious attempt to unite the region politically, but internal
disagreements and regional interests led to its fragmentation by 1831. The countries of Venezuela,
Ecuador, and Colombia became separate nations, each charting its own path. Colombia’s post-
independence era was marked by efforts to stabilize governance and define national identity amidst
political turmoil.

19th and Early 20th Centuries: Political Instability and
Modernization

Following independence, Colombia experienced a series of civil wars, political conflicts, and
territorial disputes that shaped the timeline of Colombian history. The 19th century was
characterized by struggles between Conservative and Liberal parties, often erupting into violent
confrontations such as the Thousand Days’ War (1899-1902). This period also saw the loss of
Panama in 1903, which declared independence with the support of the United States, largely due to
the interest in constructing the Panama Canal.

Despite these challenges, Colombia began modernizing its economy and infrastructure in the early
20th century. Coffee cultivation became a critical industry, transforming rural landscapes and



becoming a symbol of national pride. Urban centers like Medellin and Cali grew rapidly, embracing
industrialization and cultural development.

The Mid-20th Century: La Violencia and Social Change

One of the darkest chapters in Colombia’s timeline is the period known as La Violencia (1948-1958).
This decade-long civil conflict was sparked by political rivalry and assassination of the popular
Liberal leader Jorge Eliécer Gaitan. The violence claimed hundreds of thousands of lives and
displaced many communities, leaving deep scars on Colombian society.

In response, the National Front agreement was established, an arrangement where Conservative
and Liberal parties alternated power to restore stability. While this brought relative peace, it also
limited political participation for other groups and sowed seeds of future unrest.

The Late 20th Century: Conflict, Drug Trade, and Peace
Efforts

The timeline of Colombian history in the late 20th century is heavily influenced by internal armed
conflict and the rise of drug cartels. Guerrilla groups such as the FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia) and ELN (National Liberation Army) sought to challenge the government through
insurgency, often funded by narcotrafficking and kidnapping.

The Medellin and Cali cartels, led by notorious figures like Pablo Escobar, brought international
attention to Colombia’s drug problem. Violence, corruption, and social inequality created immense
challenges for the country during this time.

Efforts toward peace and reform began gaining momentum in the 1990s and 2000s, with various

negotiations and demobilization attempts. The Colombian government worked closely with the
international community to combat drug trafficking and promote democratic governance.

Important Milestones in Late 20th Century

e 1991: Adoption of a new constitution emphasizing human rights and decentralization.
e 2002: Alvaro Uribe’s presidency, marked by a hardline stance against guerrilla groups.

e 2006: Demobilization of the AUC paramilitary group.



21st Century: Towards Peace and Progress

The timeline of Colombian history in the 21st century is largely defined by the pursuit of peace and
social development. One of the most significant breakthroughs came in 2016, when the Colombian

government and FARC signed a historic peace agreement, aiming to end decades of armed conflict.
This accord included provisions for rural reform, political participation for former combatants, and

reparations for victims.

Since then, Colombia has continued to face challenges such as inequality, violence from other armed
groups, and political polarization. However, it has also made strides in economic growth, tourism,
and cultural expression, becoming a vibrant democracy with a diverse population.

Contemporary Colombia: Culture and Economy

Today, Colombia’s rich cultural heritage—from its indigenous traditions and Afro-Colombian
influences to its colonial architecture and modern art—reflects the layers of its history.
Economically, the country benefits from exports like coffee, oil, and flowers, and increasingly from
technology and services sectors.

For travelers and history enthusiasts alike, understanding the timeline of Colombian history
enhances appreciation for its dynamic society and ongoing journey towards peace and prosperity.

Exploring Colombia’s past, from ancient civilizations to modern milestones, offers a window into the
resilience and spirit of its people. This historical timeline not only informs but also inspires,
revealing a nation that has continually reinvented itself amid challenges and opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the starting point of Colombian history?

The starting point of Colombian history is often considered the pre-Columbian era, with indigenous
cultures existing long before Spanish colonization in the early 16th century.

When did Spanish colonization of Colombia begin?

Spanish colonization of Colombia began in 1499 with the arrival of Spanish explorers on the
northern coast.

What significant event happened in Colombia in 1810?

In 1810, Colombia began its struggle for independence from Spain, marked by the declaration of
independence on July 20th, which is now celebrated as Colombia's Independence Day.



When was the Republic of Gran Colombia established?

The Republic of Gran Colombia was established in 1819, uniting present-day Colombia, Venezuela,
Ecuador, and Panama under one government.

What caused the dissolution of Gran Colombia?

Gran Colombia dissolved in 1831 due to political differences and regional tensions among its
constituent territories, leading to the formation of separate nations.

When was Panama separated from Colombia?

Panama separated from Colombia in 1903 with the support of the United States, becoming an
independent republic.

What was La Violencia, and when did it occur?

La Violencia was a period of intense bipartisan violence between Liberals and Conservatives in
Colombia, lasting roughly from 1948 to 1958.

When was the Colombian Constitution that significantly
reformed the country enacted?

The current Colombian Constitution was enacted in 1991, introducing major political, social, and
human rights reforms.

What is the timeline of the Colombian armed conflict?

The Colombian armed conflict began in the 1960s involving guerrilla groups like FARC and ELN,
lasted for decades, and significant peace negotiations culminated in a 2016 peace agreement with
FARC.

What are some key events in Colombia's recent history?

Key recent events include the 2016 peace agreement with FARC, ongoing efforts to combat drug
trafficking, and political developments such as the 2022 presidential election.

Additional Resources

Timeline of Colombian History: A Detailed Exploration

Timeline of Colombian history unveils a rich tapestry that spans millennia, from ancient
indigenous civilizations through colonial conquests to the modern republic. This chronological
journey not only highlights pivotal events but also contextualizes Colombia’s evolution within
broader regional and global dynamics. Understanding this timeline is essential for grasping the
complex social, political, and economic factors that have shaped contemporary Colombia.



Pre-Columbian Era and Indigenous Foundations

Long before Spanish explorers arrived, the territory now known as Colombia was inhabited by
diverse indigenous groups, including the Muisca, Tairona, and Quimbaya peoples. The Muisca
Confederation, in particular, was notable for its advanced socio-political organization and gold
craftsmanship. This period laid the foundational cultural and societal frameworks that would later
influence colonial interactions.

Archaeological evidence dates human presence in Colombia back to around 12,000 BCE, with
hunter-gatherer communities gradually transitioning to agricultural societies. The indigenous
populations developed complex systems of agriculture, trade, and spirituality, demonstrating a
profound connection to their environment.

Spanish Conquest and Colonial Rule (1499-1810)

The arrival of Spanish explorers in 1499 marked a turning point in Colombian history. Led initially
by Alonso de Ojeda and later by Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada, the Spanish conquest resulted in the
collapse of indigenous polities. The establishment of the New Kingdom of Granada in 1538
formalized Spanish colonial control over the region.

Spanish colonial rule introduced significant changes, including the imposition of Christianity, the
encomienda labor system, and integration into the global Spanish Empire. The colonial economy was
heavily reliant on mining—especially gold and emeralds—and agriculture, with vast haciendas
controlled by Spanish elites.

However, colonial governance was often marked by social stratification and exploitation, sowing
seeds of dissent that would culminate in future independence movements. The timeline of Colombian

history during this era is characterized by a gradual but persistent struggle for autonomy and
identity.

Key Colonial Milestones

¢ 1538: Foundation of Bogota by Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada.
e 1717: Establishment of the Viceroyalty of New Granada, consolidating colonial administration.

e 1781: The Comuneros Revolt, an early popular uprising against Spanish taxation and
authority.



The Independence Movement and Birth of the Republic
(1810-1831)

The early 19th century was a period of seismic change across Latin America, and Colombia was no
exception. Inspired by Enlightenment ideals and other independence movements, Colombian leaders
initiated a protracted struggle against Spanish rule. The timeline of Colombian history during this
epoch is marked by military campaigns, political upheaval, and the eventual establishment of
sovereign governance.

The Cry of Independence on July 20, 1810, is celebrated as the symbolic beginning of Colombia’s
path to self-determination. However, independence was not secured until 1819, following decisive
battles led by Simdn Bolivar and Francisco de Paula Santander. The subsequent creation of Gran
Colombia united present-day Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Panama under a single republic,
although internal divisions would soon lead to fragmentation.

Highlights of the Independence Era

1. July 20, 1810: Initiation of the independence movement in Bogota.
2. 1819: Battle of Boyacd, a turning point securing independence.
3. 1821: Constitution of Cucuta, establishing Gran Colombia.

4. 1831: Dissolution of Gran Colombia, leading to the Republic of New Granada.

19th Century: Political Fragmentation and Nation-
Building

Following independence, Colombia experienced considerable political instability characterized by
ideological conflicts between centralists and federalists, liberals and conservatives. The 19th century
saw multiple constitutions, civil wars, and territorial disputes that shaped the nation’s political
landscape.

The Republic of New Granada (1831-1858) transitioned into the Granadine Confederation
(1858-1863) and later the United States of Colombia (1863-1886), reflecting evolving governance
models. These shifts underscored tensions between regional autonomy and centralized authority,
which persisted well into the 20th century.

Economically, the period was marked by gradual industrialization and the expansion of coffee
cultivation, which would become a cornerstone of Colombia’s economy. Yet, political fragmentation
often hindered cohesive development.



20th Century: Modernization, Conflict, and
Transformation

The 20th century in Colombia is best understood through the dual lenses of modernization efforts
and internal conflict. The timeline of Colombian history during this era encompasses rapid
urbanization, infrastructure development, and social reforms alongside prolonged armed struggles.

The Thousand Days’ War (1899-1902), a devastating civil conflict, set a precedent for future
violence. The loss of Panama in 1903 further challenged national identity. Mid-century, Colombia
experienced La Violencia (1948-1958), a brutal bipartisan civil war resulting in approximately
200,000 deaths.

The formation of guerrilla groups such as FARC (1964) and ELN (1964) marked the beginning of a
protracted internal armed conflict involving drug cartels, paramilitary groups, and the government.
Despite these challenges, Colombia made significant strides in education, economic diversification,
and democratic governance.

Noteworthy Developments in the 20th Century

1948: Assassination of Jorge Eliécer Gaitan, sparking widespread unrest.

1964: Formation of FARC, initiating decades of guerrilla warfare.

1991: Adoption of a new constitution promoting decentralization and human rights.

1990s-2000s: Intensified efforts against drug cartels and paramilitary demobilization.

21st Century: Peace Processes and Contemporary
Challenges

In recent decades, Colombia has embarked on ambitious peace processes aimed at ending one of the
world’s longest-running internal conflicts. The 2016 peace agreement between the Colombian
government and FARC was a landmark event, bringing hope for stability and reconciliation.

Nevertheless, challenges remain, including ongoing violence from dissident groups, social
inequality, and the pressures of migration. Economically, Colombia continues to leverage its natural
resources and strategic location while embracing innovation and regional integration.

The timeline of Colombian history in the 21st century reflects a nation at the crossroads of tradition
and progress, grappling with its past while forging pathways toward sustainable development.



Recent Milestones

1. 2016: Signing of the peace accord with FARC.
2. 2018: Election of Ivan Duque, signaling shifts in policy and security approaches.

3. 2021: Nationwide protests addressing social and economic inequalities.

Through this extensive timeline, Colombia’s history emerges as a narrative of resilience and
complexity. Each era contributes nuanced layers to the nation’s identity, underscoring the
importance of historical awareness in understanding Colombia’s present and future trajectories.

Timeline Of Colombian History

timeline of colombian history: An Economic History of Organized Crime Dennis M.P.
McCarthy, 2011-05-15 This book is a comparative study of organized crime groups from five
different parts of the world: Europe; North America; Central America/South America/Caribbean
basin; Africa; and Asia/Western Pacific. Each part contains two case studies and a shorter essay, a
vignette. From Europe the case studies focus on the Italian mafias and the Russian mafia; the
vignette, on the Albanian mafia. From North America the case studies highlight the US Mafia and
the Mexican drug cartels; the vignette, organized crime in Canada. From Central America/South
America/Caribbean basin the case studies concentrate on the Colombian drug cartels and gangs of
the Caribbean; the vignette, on organized crime in Cuba. From Africa the case studies examine
resource wars and Somali piracy; the vignette, relations among international drugs trafficking,
organized crime, and terrorism in North and West Africa. And from Asia/Western Pacific the case
studies spotlight the Chinese Triads and Japanese Yakuza; the vignette, relations among
international drugs trafficking, organized crime, and terrorism in Afghanistan. Written in
non-specialist language, An Economic History of Organized Crime provides an original overview of a
crucial problem of our times: the growing scourge of global organized crime. This book can be read
with profit by the general public, but it also has value for academic specialists and professionals in
law enforcement.

timeline of colombian history: My Colombian War Silvana Paternostro, 2007-11-13 A
Colombian-born journalist furnishes an eyewitness account of her homeland's history, detailing the
drug trade, social inequities, and violence that wrack the country, and the impact that such factors
have on the lives of ordinary citizens.

timeline of colombian history: History of Colombia Source Wikipedia, 2013-09 Please note
that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free
sources online. Pages: 100. Chapters: Simon Bolivar, Viceroyalty of New Granada, United Fruit
Company, Timeline of Colombian history, Colombian armed conflict, Battle of Cartagena de Indias,
Military career of Simon Bolivar, History of Bogota, Colombian Economy and Politics 1929-1958,
Gran Colombia, Patriotic Union, Marquetalia Republic, Bogotazo, Congress of Cucuta, National
Front, Constituent Assembly of Colombia, Yair Klein, Jose Celestino Mutis, Indigenous peoples in
Colombia, Separation of Panama from Colombia, Congress of Angostura, Colombian Declaration of
Independence, Manuel de Bernardo Alvarez del Casal, Muisca mythology, Revolt of the Comuneros,
United Provinces of New Granada, Antonio Ricaurte, Bolivar's campaign to liberate New Granada,


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/timeline-of-colombian-history.pdf

Hacienda, Battle of Cucuta, Benkos Bioho, Spanish reconquest of New Granada, 1980 Dominican
Embassy siege in Bogota, Spanish conquest of the Chibchan Nations, Spanish capture of
Providencia, States of Colombia, Alianza Americana Anticomunista, India Catalina, Rodrigo Granda
affair, List of Viceroys of New Granada, Vargas Swamp Battle, CONVIVIR, Hacienda Napoles,
Tinigua, Hay-Herran Treaty, Republic of New Granada, People's Revolutionary Army, United States
of Colombia, Galeras tragedy, Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinating Board, Vargas Swamp Lancers,
Pre-Columbian goldworking of the Chibchan area, Colombian real, Piedras del Tunjo Archaeological
Park, Muisca rulers, Gaspar de Rodas, Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History, Sopo
Archangels, Government of Santa Marta, Pedro Fernandez de Lugo, Poporo, Poporo Quimbaya, Jose
Antonio Galan, Esguerra-Barcenas Treaty, Killing Peace: Colombia's Conflict and the Failure of U.S.
Intervention, The Pamphlet Scandal, Designate, Colombia Military Coup.

timeline of colombian history: Chronology of Hispanic-American History Nicolas Kanellos,
Cristelia Pérez, 1995 This comprehensive reference book is divided into eleven chronological
chapters, all of which include short biographies of key figures. It is also supplemented with several
shorter sections: regional histories, which document the peoples of Mexico & the U.S. Southwest,
the Hispanic Caribbean & the Eastern U.S., Central America, & South America; a historical timeline;
excerpts from or entire important historical legal documents; & a glossary of commonly used terms.
Includes a category index. An extensive general index provides quick access to numerous people,
places, & events. B & W photos & illustrations. --From publisher's description.

timeline of colombian history: International History of the Twentieth Century and
Beyond Antony Best, Jussi Hanhimaki, Joseph A. Maiolo, Kirsten E. Schulze, 2014-12-17 This hugely
successful global history of the twentieth century is written by four prominent international
historians for first-year undergraduate level and upward. Using their thematic and regional
expertise, the authors have produced an authoritative yet accessible and seamless account of the
history of international relations in the last century, covering events in Europe, Asia, the Middle
East, Africa and the Americas. They focus on the history of relations between states and on the
broad ideological, economic and cultural forces that have influenced the evolution of international
politics over the past one hundred years. The third edition is thoroughly updated throughout to take
account of the most recent research and global developments, and includes a new chapter on the
international history of human rights and its advocacy organizations, including NGOs. Additional
new features include: New material on the Arab Spring, including specific focus on Libya and Syria
Increased debate on the question of US decline and the rise of China. A timeline to give increased
context to those studying the topic for the first time. A fully revised companion website including
links to further resources and self-testing material can be found at www.routledge.com/cw/best
Antony Best is Associate Professor in International History at the London School of Economics. Jussi
M. Hanhimaki is Professor of International History and Politics at the Graduate Institute of
International Studies, Geneva. Joseph A. Maiolo is Professor of International History at the
Department of War Studies, Kings College London. Kirsten E. Schulze is Associate Professor in
International History at the London School of Economics.

timeline of colombian history: NACLA Report on the Americas, 2001

timeline of colombian history: Colour of Paradise Kris E. Lane, 2010-03-30 Among the
magnificent gems and jewels left behind by the great Islamic empires, emeralds stand out for their
size and prominence. For the Mughals, Ottomans, and Safavids green was—as it remains for all
Muslims—the color of Paradise, reserved for the Prophet Muhammad and his descendants. Tapping
a wide range of sources, Kris Lane traces the complex web of global trading networks that funneled
emeralds from backland South America to populous Asian capitals between the sixteenth and the
eighteenth centuries. Lane reveals the bloody conquest wars and forced labor regimes that
accompanied their production. It is a story of trade, but also of transformations—how members of
profoundly different societies at opposite ends of the globe assigned value to a few thousand pounds
of imperfectly shiny green rocks.

timeline of colombian history: Comparative Politics of Latin America Daniel C. Hellinger,



2011-03-07 This text offers a unique balance of comparative politics theory and interdisciplinary
country-specific context, of a thematic organization and in-depth country case studies, of culture and
economics, of scholarship and pedagogy. No other textbook draws on such a diverse range of
scholarly literature to help students understand the ins and outs of politics in Latin America today.
The insightful historical background in early chapters provides students with a way to think about
how the past influences the present. However, while history plays a part in this text, comparative
politics is the primary focus, explaining through detailed case studies and carefully paced analysis
such concepts as democratic breakdown and transition, formal and informal institutions, the rule of
law, and the impact of globalization. Concepts and theories from comparative politics are well
integrated into country-specific narratives and vice versa, leading to a richer understanding of both.
Several important pedagogical aids foster student learning: Learning objectives at the start of every
chapter Learning checkpoints interspersed in chapters to ensure comprehension Bolded key terms
focus attention on important concepts Glossary at the end of the book provides a useful reference
Discussion questions at the end of each chapter Integrated case studies on most countries in the
region A companion website with practice quizzes and other useful study aids.

timeline of colombian history: The History of Panama Robert C. Harding, 2006-05-30 As the
narrowest stretch of land in the Central American isthmus, Panama's geographical location has for
millenia made it the crossroads for traders, travelers, European pirates, and world superpowers.
Panamanian history is replete with explicit or tacit domination by others. In the post-Columbus
period, Panama was first a Spanich colony, then a province of Colombia, and then finally a
quasi-territory of the United States during the 20th century. Suffering invasion by the United States
in 1989 to oust dictator Manuel Noriega and then receiving full ownership of the Panama Canal at
the end of 1999, Panama has rebuilt itself into a strong, if contentious democracy. This work
chronicles and highlights the key events and figures in the country's past 500 years of history, from
Columbus to current day. It begins with Panama's colonial period, demonstrating how even in its
early day, the isthmus was seen by the Spanish as merely a transshipment point. It then examines
the post-Spanish period when the Colombian province of Panama became a forgotten backwater
until European powers began vying for canal rights, leading to an ill-fated French effort. The main
portion of the book details the events, figures, and intricacies of the Panama-U.S. relationship, which
dominated Panama's history for the entire 20th century. It closes with an examination of the gains
and challenges the country has faced in the post-U.S. invasion years.

timeline of colombian history: In Harm's Way Kathleen Kern, 2009-01-01 In 1984
Evangelicals for Social Action founder Ron Sider posed the questions, What would happen if we in
the Christian church developed a new nonviolent peacekeeping force ready to move into violent
conflicts and stand peacefully between warring parties? . . . Everyone assumes that for the sake of
peace it is moral and just for soldiers to get killed by the hundreds of thousands, even millions. Do
we not have as much courage and faith as soldiers? Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) has been
trying to answer those questions since 1986. CPT has responded to invitations from grassroots
organizers on five continents who are using nonviolent strategies to confront systemic oppression.
This book provides a glimpse into the mistakes and successes, the triumphs and tragedies, that
teams have shared in with local co-workers in various nations. It also continues to pose the question,
What would happen if CPT's efforts were multiplied by millions of Christians with a radical
commitment to Jesus's nonviolent gospel?

timeline of colombian history: Democracy and Displacement in Colombia's Civil War
Abbey Steele, 2017-12-15 Democracy and Displacement in Colombia’s Civil War is one of few books
available in English to provide an overview of the Colombian civil war and drug war. Abbey Steele
draws on her own original field research as well as on Colombian scholars’ work in Spanish to
provide an expansive view of the country’s political conflicts. Steele shows how political reforms in
the context of Colombia’s ongoing civil war produced unexpected, dramatic consequences:
democratic elections revealed Colombian citizens’ political loyalties and allowed counterinsurgent
armed groups to implement political cleansing against civilians perceived as loyal to insurgents.



Combining evidence collected from remote archives, more than two hundred interviews, and
quantitative data from the government’s displacement registry, Steele connects Colombia’s political
development and the course of its civil war to purposeful displacement. By introducing the concepts
of collective targeting and political cleansing, Steele extends what we already know about patterns
of ethnic cleansing to cases where expulsion of civilians from their communities is based on
nonethnic traits.

timeline of colombian history: Comparative Politics of Latin America Daniel C. Hellinger,
2014-11-27 Students will explore and understand the evolutions and revolutions that have brought
the region to where it is today in the fully-updated new edition of Daniel Hellinger’'s Comparative
Politics of Latin America. This text offers a unique balance of comparative politics theory and
interdisciplinary country-specific context, of a thematic organization and in-depth country case
studies, of culture and economics, of scholarship and pedagogy. No other textbook draws on such a
diverse range of scholarly literature to help students understand the ins and outs of politics in Latin
America today. Insightful historical background in early chapters provides students with a way to
think about how the past influences the present. However, while history plays a part in this text,
comparative politics is the primary focus, explaining through fully integrated, detailed case studies
and carefully paced analysis such concepts as democratic breakdown and transition, formal and
informal institutions, the rule of law, and the impact of globalization. Country-specific narratives
integrate concepts and theories from comparative politics, leading to a richer understanding of both.
Several important features of the 2nd edition ensure student success: Substantially reorganized text
now with 16 chapters Focus Questions at the start of every chapter For Review boxes interspersed
in every chapter to ensure comprehension New Punto de Vista boxes in every chapter, showcasing
competing perspectives on democratization and development throughout the region Country locator
maps spread throughout the book to help students orient themselves in the region Democracy
Snapshot graphics show support for democracy in each Latin American country Bolded key terms
focus attention on important concepts and a glossary at the end of the book provides a useful
reference Discussion questions and Further Resources at the end of each chapter Integrated case
studies on most countries in the region A companion website
(http://www.routledge.com/cw/hellinger) with discussion questions and other useful study aids.

timeline of colombian history: Transcultural Histories of Art and Artisanal
Epistemologies Claire Farago, Susan Lowish, Jens Baumgarten, 2025-08-11 This edited volume
de-familiarizes European conceptions of artistry and thinks its history anew. It represents a
rethinking on a global stage of some of the most fundamental assumptions in what were once
arguably helpful methodological tools in art history. As chapters in this book demonstrate, the
category of artisanal knowledge opens up the history of culture, allowing discourse to be freed from
a narrative of cultural development without excluding Art with a capital A from consideration. Our
shared inquiry, approached through many different case studies involving many kinds of data and
contexts, focuses attention on methodological aspects. Each chapter provides a sustained meditation
on artisanal knowledge that includes intellectual, social, economic, and political factors without
relying on universals, monolithic categories, hierarchies of genre and medium, or the use of binaries,
least of all the global/local binary. As different as they are from one another, all the chapters in this
book ask about various connectivities among peoples, ideas, things. The book will be of interest to
artists, critics, curators, and scholars working in art history, museum studies, history, material
culture studies, performance studies, eco-criticism, Latin American studies, colonial studies,
religious studies, anthropology, and Indigenous studies.

timeline of colombian history: A Companion to Latin American Cinema Maria M.
Delgado, Stephen M. Hart, Randal Johnson, 2017-03-14 A Companion to Latin American Cinema
offers a wide-ranging collection of newly commissioned essays and interviews that explore the ways
in which Latin American cinema has established itself on the international film scene in the
twenty-first century. Features contributions from international critics, historians, and scholars, along
with interviews with acclaimed Latin American film directors Includes essays on the Latin American



film industry, as well as the interactions between TV and documentary production with feature film
culture Covers several up-and-coming regions of film activity such as nations in Central America
Offers novel insights into Latin American cinema based on new methodologies, such as the
quantitative approach, and essays contributed by practitioners as well as theorists

timeline of colombian history: Framing a Revolution Rachel Schmidt, 2023-03-09 Using
over 100 in-depth interviews, this book examines how gendered framing contests between warring
groups affect peace prospects in Colombia.

timeline of colombian history: The Oxford Handbook of Black Horror Film Robin R.
Means Coleman, Novotny Lawrence, 2024 Since the release of Jordan Peele's Academy
Award-winning horror hit Get Out (2017), interest in Black horror films has erupted. The Oxford
Handbook of Black Horror Film presents expansive scholarship about Blackness, expanding the ways
in which researchers, critics, and fans see and make meaning of Black experiences.

timeline of colombian history: The Right to Memory Noam Tirosh, Anna Reading,
2023-02-10 The field of memory studies has typically focused on everyday memory and
commemoration practices through which we construct meaning and identities. The Right to Memory
looks beyond these everyday practices, focusing instead on how memory relates to human rights and
socio-legal constructs in order to legitimize and protect groups and individuals. With case studies
including Polish Holocaust Law, the Indian origins of Amartya Sen’s capability theory approach, and
the right to memory through digital technologies in Brazilian and British museums, this collected
volume seeks to establish the right to memory as a foundational topic in memory studies.

timeline of colombian history: History Smashers: Christopher Columbus and the Taino
People Kate Messner, Jose Barreiro, 2023-08-08 Myths! Lies! Secrets! Uncover the hidden truth
about Christopher Columbus, and learn all about the Taino people. Perfect for fans of the I Survived
books and Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales. In 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed across the ocean
and discovered America. Right? WRONG! Columbus never actually set foot in what is now the
United States. His voyages took him to islands in the Caribbean and along the coast of South
America. The truth is, when Columbus first arrived, Indigenous peoples, including the Taino, had
been living there for thousands of years, raising their families, running their societies, and trading
with their neighbors. He didn’t “discover” the lands at all! And his name? Not even really
Christopher Columbus! Cowritten by bestselling author Kate Messner and our country’s premier
Taino scholar, this fascinating addition to the series is the one that teachers have been asking for
and that kids need to read. Discover the nonfiction series that demolishes everything you thought
you knew about history. Don’t miss History Smashers: The Mayflower, Women's Right to Vote, and
Pearl Harbor.

timeline of colombian history: The History of Venezuela H. Micheal Tarver, 2018-10-25 An
indispensable resource for readers interested in Venezuelan history, this book analyzes Venezuela's
economic crisis through the context of its political and social history. For decades, the economy of
Venezuela has depended on petroleum. As a consequence of a reduction in the price of oil,
Venezuela recently experienced an economic downturn resulting in rampant social spending,
administrative corruption, and external economic forces that collectively led credit-rating agencies
to declare in November 2017 that Venezuela was in default on its debt payments. How did this Latin
American nation come to this point? The History of Venezuela explores Venezuela's history from its
earliest times to the present day, demonstrating both the richness of Venezuela and its people and
the complexity of its political, social, and economic problems. As with all titles in The Greenwood
Histories of the Modern Nations series, this chronological narrative examines political, economic,
cultural, philosophical, and religious continuities in Venezuela's long and rich history, providing
readers with a concise yet up-to-date study of the nation. The volume highlights the country's wide
variety of cultures, languages, political ideologies, and historical figures and landmarks through
maps, photographs, biographies, a timeline, and a bibliographical essay with suggestions for further
reading.

timeline of colombian history: The Course of Andean History Peter V. N. Henderson,



2013-08-01 The only comprehensive history of Andean South America from initial settlement to the
present, this useful book focuses on Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia, the four countries where
the Andes have played a major role in shaping history. Although Henderson emphasizes the period
since the winning of independence in 1825, he argues that the region’s republican history cannot be
explained without a clear understanding of what happened in the pre-Hispanic and colonial eras
Henderson carefully explores the complex relationship between the Andean peoples and their land
up until the fall of the Inka Empire in 1532 before addressing the Spanish conquest and the colonial
aftermath, emphasizing the syncretism often unwillingly forced upon the original inhabitants of the
region. His account of the nineteenth century discusses the attempts of the Andean elite to fashion
modern nation-states in the face of many divisive factors, including race. The final chapters carry the
story from 1930 to the present as the Andean countries debated different ways to create a more
inclusive and prosperous society.
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