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the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems offer a
profound journey into understanding what it means to live rightly and justly.
For anyone curious about how we navigate the complex terrain of right and
wrong, good and bad, these readings serve as a vital foundation. Ethics isn't
merely an abstract philosophical exercise; it shapes our daily decisions, our
relationships, and the societies we build. Exploring key texts and moral
questions helps illuminate the principles underlying ethical behavior and the
dilemmas that challenge our judgment.

Understanding the Role of Fundamental Readings
in Ethics

Ethics, at its core, is the study of moral principles that govern a person's
behavior or the conducting of an activity. The fundamental readings in ethics
and moral problems introduce readers to classical and contemporary
perspectives that have shaped our understanding of morality. These texts
often come from diverse traditions—Western philosophy, Eastern thought,
religious teachings, and modern ethical theory—providing a rich tapestry of
insights.

By engaging with these foundational works, readers develop critical thinking
skills and moral reasoning capabilities. They learn not just to accept
societal norms blindly but to question, analyze, and articulate their own
ethical positions. This is particularly important in an era where moral
dilemmas are increasingly complex due to technological advancements, cultural
diversity, and global interconnectedness.

Why Study Classic Ethical Texts?

Classic ethical writings, such as Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics," Kant's
"Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals," or Mill's "Utilitarianism," remain
relevant because they tackle fundamental questions about human nature, the
good life, and justice. These texts:

Provide historical context for modern ethical debates

Introduce key concepts like virtue, duty, and utility



Encourage deep reflection on personal and societal values

Studying these works helps readers appreciate the evolution of moral
philosophy and recognize the ongoing dialogue between past and present ideas.

Exploring Major Moral Problems Through Ethical
Readings

Ethical readings often focus on pressing moral problems that challenge our
beliefs and behaviors. These issues range from straightforward questions
about honesty and fairness to complex debates about bioethics, environmental
responsibility, and social justice.

Personal Ethics and Everyday Moral Decisions

One of the most accessible areas covered by fundamental readings in ethics is
personal morality. Questions like "What does it mean to be a good person?" or
"How should I treat others?" are central to many philosophical texts. For
instance, virtue ethics emphasizes character traits such as courage,
temperance, and honesty as the foundation of moral life. This perspective
encourages self-improvement and mindfulness about how our actions impact
others.

Reading about moral problems related to honesty, loyalty, and integrity can
provide practical guidance. It helps individuals navigate challenges like
peer pressure, conflicting interests, or the temptation to act selfishly.

Social and Political Ethics

Beyond individual conduct, many fundamental readings address collective
ethics—the responsibilities we have toward society. Issues like justice,
equality, and human rights are key themes. John Rawls’ "A Theory of Justice,"
for example, offers a framework for thinking about fairness in social
arrangements that balance individual freedoms with social welfare.

These texts invite readers to consider how laws, policies, and institutions
can be just or unjust, and how citizens might act ethically within political
systems. They also raise important questions about power, privilege, and the
moral obligations of governments and citizens alike.



Contemporary Moral Problems

Ethics is a living discipline that evolves as new challenges emerge.
Fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems often include discussions
on topics like:

Medical ethics: dilemmas in patient care, consent, and bioengineering

Environmental ethics: our moral duties to nature and future generations

Technology and ethics: privacy, artificial intelligence, and digital
responsibility

These contemporary issues require applying traditional ethical theories to
new contexts, demonstrating the enduring value of foundational ethical
thinking.

How to Approach the Ethical Life Through
Reading

Reading fundamental texts in ethics and exploring moral problems can
sometimes feel daunting. Philosophical language and abstract concepts might
seem inaccessible at first. However, approaching these readings with
curiosity and an open mind can transform the experience into a deeply
rewarding one.

Tips for Engaging with Ethical Readings

Start with summaries and discussions: Before diving into original texts,1.
read secondary sources that explain key ideas in plain language.

Reflect on personal experiences: Relate ethical concepts to situations2.
you’ve encountered or witnessed to make the theories more tangible.

Discuss with others: Join study groups or online forums where you can3.
share perspectives and challenge your understanding.

Write and journal: Putting your thoughts on paper helps clarify your4.
moral beliefs and track changes over time.

Be patient and persistent: Ethical understanding develops gradually;5.
allow yourself time to absorb and question what you read.



These approaches can help transform abstract philosophy into practical wisdom
applicable in everyday life.

The Impact of Fundamental Ethical Readings on
Modern Life

Engaging with the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral
problems is more than an academic exercise—it has tangible effects on how we
live and interact with the world. These readings deepen our empathy, sharpen
our sense of justice, and encourage responsibility.

Understanding ethical theories and moral challenges prepares individuals to
face dilemmas with confidence and clarity. Whether in professional settings
like healthcare, law, or education, or in personal relationships, a well-
grounded ethical perspective fosters trust and respect.

Moreover, as societies grapple with issues like climate change, inequality,
and technological disruption, a collective commitment to ethical reflection
can guide policy-making and community action toward more equitable and
sustainable outcomes.

---

In essence, the study of fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems
equips us with the tools to live thoughtfully and morally. It invites us into
an ongoing conversation about what it means to live an ethical life—a
conversation that is as relevant today as it has been throughout human
history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'The Ethical Life:
Fundamental Readings in Ethics and Moral Problems'?
The main focus of 'The Ethical Life' is to present a comprehensive collection
of foundational texts in ethics and moral philosophy, exploring key ethical
theories, moral problems, and principles that guide ethical decision-making.

Who are some of the key philosophers featured in
'The Ethical Life'?
The book features works from influential philosophers such as Aristotle,
Immanuel Kant, John Stuart Mill, Friedrich Nietzsche, and contemporary
ethicists, providing diverse perspectives on morality and ethical theory.



How does 'The Ethical Life' approach the study of
moral problems?
It approaches moral problems by presenting classic and contemporary readings
that illustrate various ethical theories and their application to real-world
moral dilemmas, encouraging critical thinking and analysis.

What ethical theories are covered in 'The Ethical
Life'?
The book covers major ethical theories including utilitarianism, deontology,
virtue ethics, existentialist ethics, feminist ethics, and theories of
justice, among others.

Why is 'The Ethical Life' considered important for
students of philosophy?
'The Ethical Life' is important because it compiles essential texts that
provide a solid foundation in ethical theory and moral reasoning, making it a
valuable resource for understanding and engaging with ethical issues.

Does 'The Ethical Life' include discussions on
contemporary moral issues?
Yes, the book includes readings that address contemporary moral problems such
as bioethics, environmental ethics, social justice, and human rights, linking
classical theories to modern contexts.

How can 'The Ethical Life' help in developing
ethical reasoning skills?
By exposing readers to diverse viewpoints and challenging moral problems,
'The Ethical Life' encourages critical evaluation, reflection, and the
ability to articulate and defend ethical positions effectively.

Is 'The Ethical Life' suitable for beginners in
ethics?
While it includes some complex philosophical texts, the book is designed with
introductory context and commentary that make it accessible to students new
to ethics as well as more advanced readers.

What role do fundamental readings play in
understanding ethics according to 'The Ethical



Life'?
Fundamental readings provide the historical and conceptual groundwork
necessary to grasp the evolution of ethical thought and apply ethical
principles thoughtfully to moral problems.

Can 'The Ethical Life' be used for interdisciplinary
studies?
Yes, the book’s comprehensive approach to ethics and moral issues makes it
useful for students and professionals in fields such as law, medicine,
political science, and social work, where ethical considerations are crucial.

Additional Resources
The Ethical Life: Fundamental Readings in Ethics and Moral Problems

the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems serve as a
cornerstone for anyone seeking to navigate the complex landscape of moral
philosophy and applied ethics. These foundational texts and collections
provide critical insights into the dilemmas, theories, and principles that
shape ethical reasoning in contemporary society. From classical philosophical
treatises to modern case studies, the study of ethics and moral problems
challenges readers to engage deeply with questions about right and wrong,
justice, virtue, and human responsibility.

In an age marked by rapid technological advances, social change, and global
interconnectedness, understanding the ethical life through fundamental
readings is more relevant than ever. These texts not only explore abstract
theoretical frameworks but also address practical moral issues, ranging from
bioethics and environmental concerns to social justice and professional
conduct. This article offers an investigative overview of key works and
themes within the ethical life literature, highlighting their significance
for students, scholars, and practitioners interested in ethics.

The Scope and Significance of Fundamental
Readings in Ethics

Ethics as a discipline spans various subfields, including normative ethics,
meta-ethics, and applied ethics. The fundamental readings in ethics and moral
problems encompass a wide range of perspectives—deontological,
consequentialist, virtue ethics, feminist ethics, and more—each providing
distinct approaches to evaluating moral problems.

These readings are crucial because they lay the groundwork for critical
thinking about ethical issues. They equip readers with the tools to analyze



moral arguments, recognize biases, and appreciate cultural and historical
contexts. Unlike prescriptive manuals, these texts encourage reflective
judgment and foster an understanding of ethical complexity.

Key Philosophical Texts and Their Contributions

Among the most influential works frequently included in collections of
fundamental readings is Immanuel Kant’s *Groundwork of the Metaphysics of
Morals*, which articulates the deontological framework emphasizing duty and
universal moral laws. Kant’s categorical imperative challenges readers to
consider whether their actions could be willed as universal principles, thus
providing a rigorous standard for moral evaluation.

In contrast, John Stuart Mill’s *Utilitarianism* introduces the
consequentialist view, proposing that the morality of actions depends on
their outcomes, particularly the maximization of happiness or utility. This
perspective has had significant implications for public policy and ethical
decision-making in sectors like healthcare and economics.

Aristotle’s *Nicomachean Ethics* contributes the virtue ethics approach,
focusing on character development and the cultivation of moral virtues as the
foundation of ethical living. Aristotle’s emphasis on practical wisdom
(phronesis) and the “golden mean” between extremes offers a nuanced framework
that resonates with contemporary ethical discussions.

These canonical texts are often complemented by modern writings that address
contemporary moral problems, such as Peter Singer’s work on animal rights and
bioethics, or Carol Gilligan’s feminist critique of traditional moral
theories, which highlights the importance of care and relational ethics.

Exploring Moral Problems Through Contemporary
Readings

The ethical life is not merely theoretical but intimately connected with
real-world dilemmas. As such, fundamental readings in ethics and moral
problems often include case studies and essays that bring abstract principles
into contact with practical situations. This applied dimension is essential
for understanding how ethical theories operate in diverse social contexts.

Bioethics and Medical Ethics

One of the most dynamic areas in contemporary ethics is bioethics, where
fundamental readings examine issues like euthanasia, reproductive rights,
genetic engineering, and patient autonomy. Texts in this field often balance



philosophical rigor with clinical realities, making them indispensable for
professionals in healthcare and policy-making.

For example, Tom Beauchamp and James Childress’s *Principles of Biomedical
Ethics* outlines four core principles—autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence,
and justice—that have become a standard framework for analyzing medical
ethics cases globally.

Environmental Ethics and Sustainability

Environmental ethics is another critical domain explored through fundamental
readings that challenge anthropocentric worldviews. Philosophers like Aldo
Leopold and Holmes Rolston III have contributed essays emphasizing the moral
consideration of nonhuman nature and ecosystems. These readings encourage a
reassessment of humanity’s ethical obligations toward the environment,
especially amid escalating climate crises.

Social Justice and Human Rights

Fundamental readings also engage with social justice issues, including racial
equality, gender rights, and economic disparities. Texts by thinkers such as
John Rawls, whose *A Theory of Justice* offers a framework based on fairness
and the “original position,” remain central to debates on distributive
justice and political ethics.

Additionally, readings from feminist ethics and critical race theory provide
essential critiques of traditional moral paradigms, advocating for
inclusivity and recognition of marginalized voices.

Features and Benefits of The Ethical Life
Collections

Collections titled *The Ethical Life: Fundamental Readings in Ethics and
Moral Problems* typically offer a curated selection of essays and excerpts
that span historical periods and thematic concerns. Their design caters to
both introductory learners and advanced scholars by balancing accessibility
with intellectual depth.

Some notable features include:

Diversity of Perspectives: Incorporating classical philosophers
alongside contemporary voices ensures a comprehensive understanding of
evolving ethical thought.



Contextual Analysis: Many editions provide editorial commentary or
discussion questions that aid in critical engagement and classroom
discourse.

Interdisciplinary Approach: The inclusion of readings from law,
medicine, environmental studies, and social sciences reflects the
interdisciplinary nature of ethical inquiry.

Case-Based Learning: Real-world moral problems and case studies enhance
practical application and ethical sensitivity.

These features make such collections invaluable resources for academic
courses, professional training, and personal enrichment.

Comparative Advantages Over Other Ethical Texts

Compared to single-author treatises or narrowly focused texts, fundamental
readings compilations provide breadth and balance. They encourage readers to
weigh competing theories and to appreciate the pluralism inherent in ethical
discourse. This comparative approach fosters open-mindedness and critical
thinking, which are essential for ethical literacy.

However, one potential downside is that readers new to philosophy might find
the diversity of views challenging without adequate guidance. Therefore,
supplementary materials, such as glossaries or introductory essays, are often
necessary to maximize comprehension.

Integrating Ethical Readings into Education and
Practice

The influence of *the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral
problems* extends beyond theoretical study. In educational settings, these
readings form the backbone of ethics curricula in philosophy departments and
professional programs alike. Their application in law schools, medical
faculties, and business ethics courses demonstrates their practical
significance.

In professional contexts, familiarity with fundamental ethical theories and
moral problem analyses informs decision-making, policy development, and
ethical compliance. For example, healthcare providers use bioethical
principles to navigate patient care dilemmas, while corporate leaders turn to
normative ethics to shape organizational conduct.

Moreover, engaging with these readings cultivates moral imagination—the
ability to envision the consequences of actions and empathize with affected



parties—which is crucial for ethical leadership and community engagement.

The ongoing relevance of these fundamental readings lies in their capacity to
adapt and respond to emerging moral challenges, such as artificial
intelligence ethics, data privacy, and global humanitarian concerns. This
adaptability ensures that the ethical life remains a dynamic field,
continually enriched by rigorous reflection and informed debate.

The Ethical Life Fundamental Readings In Ethics And Moral
Problems

  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: The Ethical Life Russ
Shafer-Landau, 2010 Brief yet thorough and affordably priced, The Ethical Life: Fundamental
Readings in Ethics and Moral Problems is ideal for courses in introductory ethics and contemporary
moral problems. Featuring thirty-nine readings divided into four parts--Value Theory, Normative
Ethics, Metaethics, and Moral Problems--it introduces students to ethical theory and a wide range of
moral issues. The essays include selections from historically influential philosophers alongside work
by contemporary philosophers. Designed as a companion reader to Russ Shafer-Landau's textbook,
The Fundamentals of Ethics, The Ethical Life is also comprehensive enough to be used on its own.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: The Ethical Life
Russ Shafer-Landau, 2023-08-03 Brief yet thorough and affordably priced, The Ethical Life:
Fundamental Readings in Ethics and Moral Problems, Sixth Edition, is ideal for courses in
introductory ethics and contemporary moral problems. Featuring forty-eight readings divided into
four parts, it introduces students to ethical theory and a wide range of moral issues. The essays
include selections from such historically influential philosophers as Aristotle, Hume, Kant, and Mill
alongside work by contemporary philosophers like Philippa Foot, Robert Nozick, Peter Singer, and
Judith Jarvis Thomson. Detailed reading introductions provide helpful contextual information.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: The Fundamentals of
Ethics Russ Shafer-Landau, 2020 An exceptionally clear, compact, and affordable introduction to a
broad range of ethical theories--
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: The ^ADeath of the
Ethic of Life John Basl, 2019-02-01 Many subscribe to an Ethic of Life, an ethical perspective on
which all living things are deserving of some level of moral concern. Within philosophy, the Ethic of
Life has been clarified, developed, and rigorously defended; it has also found its strongest critics.
Currently, the debate is at a standstill. This book ends this stalemate by proving that the Ethic of
Life must be abandoned.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: The Fundamentals of
Ethics Russ Shafer-Landau, 2024 This book is divided into three parts-one on the Good Life, another
on Doing the Right Thing, and the last on the Status of Morality. You can read these parts in any
order. Many will want to begin at the end, for instance, with a discussion of whether morality is a
human invention, or is in some way objective. Some will prefer to start in the middle, asking about
the supreme principle of morality (and whether there is any such thing). And others may want to
begin at the beginning, by thinking about human well-being and the quality of life. Each part can be
understood independently of the others, though there are of course many points of connection
across the three main branches of moral philosophy. No matter where you begin, there are footnotes
in most chapters that provide cross-references to relevant discussions elsewhere in the book. When
beginning a new area of study, you're bound to encounter some unfamiliar jargon. I've tried to keep
this to a minimum, and I suppose that you can be thankful that we're doing ethics here, rather than

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/the-ethical-life-fundamental-readings-in-ethics-and-moral-problems.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/the-ethical-life-fundamental-readings-in-ethics-and-moral-problems.pdf


physics or anatomy. I define each technical term when I first use it, and have also put together a
glossary, which appears at the end of the book. Each specialized term that appears in boldface has
an entry there. You may be interested enough in what you read here that you'll want to continue
your studies in moral philosophy. There is a natural place to begin-the companion volume to this
book, The Ethical Life, described later in this preface. I have also compiled a list of Suggestions for
Further Reading for each chapter or pair of chapters. This list appears at the end of the book, just
before the glossary. I have selected the readings with an eye to what might be accessible and
interesting to those just beginning their study of moral philosophy--
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: Problems for Moral
Debunkers Peter Königs, 2022-02-21 One the most interesting debates in moral philosophy revolves
around the significance of empirical moral psychology for moral philosophy. Genealogical arguments
that rely on empirical findings about the origins of moral beliefs, so-called debunking arguments,
take center stage in this debate. Looking at debunking arguments based on evidence from
evolutionary moral psychology, experimental ethics and neuroscience, this book explores what
ethicists can learn from the science of morality, and what they cannot. Among other things, the book
offers a new take on the deontology/utilitarianism debate, discusses the usefulness of experiments in
ethics, investigates whether morality should be thought of as a problem-solving device, shows how
debunking arguments can tell us something about the structure of philosophical debate, and argues
that debunking arguments lead to both moral and prudential skepticism. Presenting a new picture of
the relationship between empirical moral psychology and moral philosophy, this book is essential
reading for moral philosophers and moral psychologists alike.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: A Philosophical
Perspective on Folk Moral Objectivism Thomas Pölzler, 2022-12-16 Philosophers have long debated
whether morality is objective. But how do lay people think about this matter? A Philosophical
Perspective on Folk Moral Objectivism discusses the philosophical aspects of this question in an
accessible, integrated and coherent way. The first part argues that many empirical studies have
been unsuccessful in fully or exclusively measuring beliefs about moral objectivity. Still, there are a
few lessons that can be drawn from them. Most importantly, lay people are not objectivists. They
believe that moral statements only express desires or that their truth is relative to individuals or
cultures. The book’s second part considers ways in which these empirical findings may help assess
philosophical theories about moral objectivity. Overall, findings about people’s moral objectivity
beliefs suggest that morality is not objective. The truth of the matter may even lie beyond the
traditional objectivism/non-objectivism dichotomy. This book develops a unique perspective on a
thriving new area of research. It is a valuable resource for upper level undergraduates,
postgraduates and researchers in moral psychology, theoretical psychology, experimental
philosophy, metaethics and philosophy of the mind.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: Scientific Integrity
and Ethics in the Geosciences Linda C. Gundersen, 2017-11-20 Science is built on trust. The
assumption is that scientists will conduct their work with integrity, honesty, and a strict adherence
to scientific protocols. Written by geoscientists for geoscientists, Scientific Integrity and Ethics in
the Geosciences acquaints readers with the fundamental principles of scientific ethics and shows
how they apply to everyday work in the classroom, laboratory, and field. Resources are provided
throughout to help discuss and implement principles of scientific integrity and ethics. Volume
highlights include: Examples of international and national codes and policies Exploration of the role
of professional societies in scientific integrity and ethics References to scientific integrity and ethics
in publications and research data Discussion of science integrity, ethics, and geoethics in education
Extensive coverage of data applications Scientific Integrity and Ethics in the Geosciences is a
valuable resource for students, faculty, instructors, and scientists in the geosciences and beyond. It
is also useful for geoscientists working in industry, government, and policymaking. Read an
interview with the editors to find out more:
https://eos.org/editors-vox/ethics-crucial-for-the-future-of-the-geosciences



  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: Reflections on
Ethics and Responsibility Zachary J. Goldberg, 2017-02-06 The original essays in this book
address the influential writings of Peter A. French on the nature of responsibility, ethics, and moral
practices. French’s contributions to a wide spectrum of philosophical discussions have made him a
dominant figure in the fields of normative ethics, meta-ethics, applied ethics, as well as legal and
political philosophy. Many of French’s deepest insights come from identifying and exploring the
scope and nature of moral responsibility and human agency as they appear in actual events, real
social and cultural practices, as well as in literature and film. This immediacy renders French’s
scholarship vital and accessible to a wide variety of audiences. The authors, recognized for their own
contributions to the understanding of the nature of morality and moral practices offer new and
unique positions while exploring, expanding and responding to those of French. The final chapter is
written by French, in which he provides both new philosophical insight as well as some reflection on
his own work and its influence. This book will appeal to philosophers, as well as advanced students
and researchers in the humanities, social sciences, law, and political science.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: Insights into
Ethical Theory and Practice Francis Fallon, 2022-02-06 Ethical issues hold great importance for
all of us, but expert accounts of them are difficult to access for those outside academics. This volume
bridges that gap by framing a variety of essays within the field in a way that renders them accessible
to experts and non-experts alike. Many collections on ethics re-publish classic essays and offer
contextualization and analysis, while other volumes of emerging, innovative work presuppose a
background in the field. This book uniquely borrows from both approaches, offering emerging,
innovative work, carefully curating its order for sense, and presenting the work so that non-experts
may understand it. The field of ethics is an eclectic one. Where other collections on ethics may
intimidate the reader by representing the field as an organized monolith, or as impenetrable to
outsiders, this volume is designed to give readers confidence and enthusiasm in approaching a
diverse and lively subject.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: Foundations and
Frontiers in Ethics (A Comprehensive Study) KHRITISH SWARGIARY, 2024-08-01 Ethics is a
fundamental aspect of human life, shaping our decisions, actions, and interactions. As society
becomes increasingly complex and interconnected, the need to understand and navigate ethical
principles becomes ever more critical. This book, Foundations and Frontiers in Ethics: A
Comprehensive Study, is an attempt to offer a thorough exploration of ethical thought and practice,
bridging historical perspectives with contemporary challenges. The journey of ethics begins with
ancient philosophical inquiries into the nature of right and wrong, justice, and virtue. From Plato
and Aristotle’s foundational theories to Kant and Bentham’s revolutionary ideas, ethical thought has
continually evolved, reflecting and shaping human values and societal norms. This evolution
underscores the importance of ethics in guiding individual behavior and institutional practices. In
the pages that follow, we will delve into classical ethical theories, including virtue ethics,
deontology, and utilitarianism, and examine how these frameworks address moral questions. We will
explore contemporary ethical perspectives, such as feminist ethics and postmodern ethics, which
offer fresh insights into the moral complexities of our time. Moreover, we will apply these theories to
pressing real-world issues, including medical ethics, business ethics, environmental ethics, and the
ethical dimensions of emerging technologies.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: The Evil of Banality
Elizabeth K. Minnich, 2024-10-08 In this expanded edition of The Evil of Banality, Elizabeth Minnich
argues for a tragic yet hopeful explanation of “extensive evil,” her term for systematic, normalized
harm-doing on the scale of genocide, slavery, sexualized dominance. The book now includes a new
preface, new chapter, and expanded afterword addressing ongoing extensive evils, the paradox of
lying, and the importance of developing the thinking without which conscience remains mute.
Extensive evils are actually carried out not by psychopaths, but by people like your quiet next-door
neighbor, your ambitious colleagues. There simply are not enough moral monsters to do the long



hard work of extensive evils, nor enough saints for extensive good. In periods of extensive evil,
people little different from you and me do its work for no more than a better job, a raise, the house
of the family “disappeared” last week. So how can there be hope? Such evils are neither mysterious
nor demonic. If we avoid romanticizing both the worst and best of which humans are capable, we
can recognize and say no to extensive evil, practice and sustain extensive good, where they must
take root – in ordinary lives.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: Experiments in Moral
and Political Philosophy Hugo Viciana, Antonio Gaitán, Fernando Aguiar, 2023-07-31 This volume
presents new research on the use of experimental methodologies in moral and social philosophy. The
contributions reflect the growing plurality of methodologies and strategies for implementing
experimental work on morality to new domains, problems, and topics. Philosophers are exploring the
ways in which empirical approaches can transform our idea of the good, our understanding of the
social nature of norms and morality, and our methods of fulfilling ethical goals. The chapters in this
volume extend experimental work on morality to previously underexplored areas. The contributions
in Part 1 explore the methods and foundations of experimental work in areas such as folk moral
judgments, metaethical beliefs, moral explanations, and reflective equilibrium. Part 2 focuses on
issues in normative ethics and legal and political philosophy such as virtue ethics, utilitarianism,
theories of justice, and criminal responsibility. Finally, the chapters in Part 3 tackle various applied
ethical issues, including feminist X-Phi, animal welfare, experimental bioethics, and self-driving cars.
Experiments in Moral and Political Philosophy will be of interest to scholars and advanced students
working in ethics, applied ethics, experimental philosophy, social and political philosophy, and
philosophy of law. Chapter 1 and 15 of this book are available for free in PDF format as Open Access
from the individual product page at www.taylorfrancis.com. They have been made available under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: A Moral Defense of
Prostitution Rob Lovering, 2021-07-09 Is prostitution immoral? In this book, Rob Lovering argues
that it is not. Offering a careful and thorough critique of the many—twenty, to be exact—arguments
for prostitution's immorality, Lovering leaves no claim unchallenged. Drawing on the relevant
literature along with his own creative thinking, Lovering offers a clear and reasoned moral defense
of the world's oldest profession. Lovering demonstrates convincingly, on both consequentialist and
nonconsequentialist grounds, that there is nothing immoral about prostitution between consenting
adults. The legal implications of this view are also brought to bear on the current discourse
surrounding this controversial topic.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: On the Moral Right
to Get High Rob Lovering, 2025-06-29 Is getting high immoral? In this book, Rob Lovering defends
the claim that it is not. More specifically, he argues that recreational drug use (of which getting high
is a token) is neither intrinsically, nor generally extrinsically, immoral. In other words, he contends
that recreational drug use is neither immoral in and of itself nor generally immoral due to an
immoral-making factor with which it may be contingently linked [e.g., harm]. Lovering does so by
offering two arguments for recreational drug use’s ultima facie (all things considered) moral
permissibility and critiquing twenty-four arguments for its immorality. Meant to be a companion to
Lovering's A Moral Defense of Recreational Drug Use (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015), which was
written for a general audience, this book is written for an academic—specifically,
philosophical—audience and explores recreational drug use in a deeper, more philosophically and
empirically rigorous way.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: An Ethical Turn in
Governance Pearson A. Broome, 2021-04-09 The recurring image throughout the developing world
is one of the disintegration of civil order debilitating leaders into a crisis of governance. Not a day
goes by without extensive media coverage of some form of corruption, perceived or real, concerning
the lack of productivity and/or increasing incidences of fraud and unethical behavior. An Ethical
Turn in Governance: The Call for a New Development Narrative posits that the intensification of this



crisis is compatible with the root cause of capitalist modernization with its rapid and disorientating
changes. To mitigate the accompanying effects, a call is made for [re]conceptualization of the search
for a solution through incorporating and strengthening the value of an ethical consciousness in our
thinking and policies of governance. The idea is an urgent possibility, perhaps even a controversial
and ambitious proposal, for countriesto begin imagining how it might be brought about and what it
would look like. The central aim and objective is to move toward a framework for continued theory
development and empirical research, thereby offering a new narrative on governance and, by
extension, development. Recognizing that the inclusion of an ethical turn in governance is fraught
with difficulty because of the different opinions, the relativism of different value systems, and
options identified often derived from the perspectives of various stakeholders, a call is made for an
interactive discourse in the public sphere. The argument advanced is that a body politic with
sensible social values germane to the policy process is the best way in which human conduct is
ordered, guided, and appraised in order to live together in well-functioning societies critical for the
success of any democracy.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: The Impact Of
Reason On Faith, Ethics And Belief Geran F. Dodson, 2020-10-06 The purpose of the book is to
examine the theological claims of ethics, faith and belief from a philosophical perspective. The
Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants of the Old Testament, Jesus of the synoptic gospels, and Paul’s
writings serve as the frame of reference in examining a biblical expression of reason and structured
logic. The message of Jesus centered on the Kingdom of God, defined the meaning of faith and belief,
established a new ethic, and framed the message in logic forms. The life and death of Jesus brought
the realization of God’s final covenant as prophesied by the Old Testament. However, Paul
appropriated and developed the Jesus of history into the mythological eschatological Christ figure.
The clash of philosophy and theology is evident with theological presuppositions that are based on
spiritual insight and divine revelation. Logic in scripture employs propositions based primarily on
revealed proof that is within the context of that which cannot be proven absolutely. Uncovering the
identity of YHWH in the manuscripts and religious practices of Canaanite culture clearly associated
YHWH with the polytheism of the Ugarit texts. YHWH was one of the seventy sons of the Canaanite
Most High God El and took on a unique identity that was rooted in El and the polytheistic nature of
the pantheon of gods. Theological truths stand within the context of faith and reason stands apart
from faith and infers only that which can be proven based on evidence. That which is knowable by
faith cannot be known by reason since reason cannot validate that which is not proven to exist.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: The Palgrave
Handbook of Philosophy and Psychoactive Drug Use Rob Lovering, 2024-10-14 In this
Handbook, philosophers from around the world address the metaphysics, epistemology, and value of
psychoactive (mind-altering) drug use. In so doing, they attempt to answer questions such as: What
does the fact of drug-induced mind-altering experiences tell us about natures of the mind, free will,
and God? What does it tell us about what, and how, we can know? Are drug-induced mind-altering
experiences valuable, morally, aesthetically, or otherwise? Is the acquisition of drug-induced
mind-altering experiences ever immoral? Should the acquisition of drug-induced mind-altering
experiences ever be legally prohibited? The Handbook gives an overview of the current research,
and sets the stage for future directions in philosophical thought relating to psychoactive drug use.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: Case Studies in the
Ethics of Assisted Reproduction Louise P. King, Isabelle C. Band, 2023-10-17 This book evaluates
some of the most common ethical issues confronted by reproductive endocrinologists, embryologists,
and their teams. The authors apply core ethical principles and approaches to problem solving to
each of the cases raised. This work is a guide for both those on the front lines of patient care as well
as for students in the field, whatever their background. By outlining sample cases, the book is an
instigator for ethical discussions among ethicists, medical practitioners and students.
  the ethical life fundamental readings in ethics and moral problems: Ethics and
Communication Göran Collste, 2016-06-17 How can ethics be communicated in an age of



globalisation? Is it possible to overcome cultural differences and agree on common values and
principles that cross cultural borders? How does globalisation challenge ethics and established
moral traditions? How are human rights justified in a global context? This timely collection of essays
responds directly to these questions. An international team of contributors pursue issues in ethics,
information and communication that include both the classical question of the
universality/contextuality of ethics and values, but also new challenges for communication relating
to how values and norms are communicated and shared across cultural and political borders. The
essays in this book explore theoretical questions of global ethics and ethical universalism, ethics and
communication with reference to specific world views and religions, and the challenge of
globalisation for ethical communication in particular social arenas.
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