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The Ballot or the Bullet Rhetorical Analysis: Unpacking Malcolm X’'s Powerful
Speech

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis invites us to dive deep into one
of the most influential speeches of the Civil Rights era. Delivered by
Malcolm X in 1964, this speech remains a cornerstone in the discourse on
racial justice, political activism, and African American empowerment. It’s a
compelling blend of passionate rhetoric, stark realities, and strategic
persuasion that challenges listeners to think critically about the choices
facing Black Americans at the time—and continues to resonate today. Let’s
explore the layers of this speech through a thorough rhetorical analysis,
understanding how Malcolm X’s words ignite both thought and action.

Context and Purpose of the Speech

Before dissecting the rhetorical techniques, it’s important to grasp the
historical and social context surrounding “The Ballot or the Bullet.”
Delivered during the height of the Civil Rights Movement, Malcolm X's speech
addresses the frustrations of systemic racism, voter suppression, and the
slow pace of change through traditional political channels. Unlike other
leaders advocating nonviolence, Malcolm X presented a more urgent, direct
approach to Black liberation.

His purpose was clear: to motivate African Americans to recognize their
political power, particularly through voting (the ballot), but also to
acknowledge the possibility of more forceful resistance (the bullet) if
peaceful methods failed. This duality forms the core message and rhetorical
tension throughout the speech.

Ethos: Establishing Credibility and Authority

Malcolm X’'s ethos, or ethical appeal, is critical in positioning him as a
trustworthy and authoritative voice. Throughout the speech, he references his
own experience and knowledge about racial injustice, which lends weight to
his arguments.

He openly acknowledges his past affiliations and how his views have evolved,
which further humanizes him and builds rapport with the audience. By doing
so, Malcolm X doesn’t come across as a distant or abstract leader, but as
someone deeply connected to the struggles of ordinary Black Americans.



Moreover, his direct, no-nonsense delivery style reinforces his persona as a
leader who speaks truth to power without hesitation. This authenticity helps
him command attention and respect.

Pathos: Evoking Emotion to Inspire Action

One of the most powerful tools Malcolm X wields in the speech is pathos—the
emotional appeal. His rhetoric stirs feelings of frustration, urgency, pride,
and even a hint of anger.

He vividly paints the harsh realities of segregation, discrimination, and
political disenfranchisement. By highlighting specific injustices, such as
police brutality and economic inequality, Malcolm X connects with the lived
experiences of his audience, making the speech deeply relatable.

Additionally, his use of metaphors and vivid imagery—such as comparing the
ballot to a weapon—heightens the emotional impact. This framing pushes
listeners to recognize that political participation is not just a right but a
form of self-defense.

Emotional Appeals to Black Nationalism

Malcolm X's speech also taps into Black nationalism, appealing to a
collective identity and pride. He encourages African Americans to unite,
reject assimilation, and demand respect and equality on their own terms. This
appeal to shared heritage and solidarity fosters a sense of empowerment and
communal responsibility.

Logos: Logical Arguments and Persuasive
Reasoning

Malcolm X doesn’t rely solely on emotional appeals; he constructs a logically
sound argument to persuade his audience. His use of logos is apparent as he
lays out the reasoning behind his central thesis—the need for Black Americans
to use their vote strategically.

He explains the ineffectiveness of traditional political parties, pointing
out how both Democrats and Republicans have failed to address the concerns of
African Americans. By doing so, Malcolm X urges his audience to withhold
support from politicians who do not deliver real change.

Furthermore, he presents a clear cause-and-effect relationship: if the ballot
(voting) does not bring progress, then the bullet (self-defense or more
militant action) becomes a necessary option. This logical progression



challenges complacency and encourages active participation.

Use of Repetition and Parallelism

From a rhetorical standpoint, Malcolm X's speech employs repetition and
parallelism to reinforce key points. Phrases like “the ballot or the bullet”
are repeated to hammer home the urgency and importance of choice. This
technique creates rhythm and makes the message memorable, enhancing its
persuasive power.

Stylistic Devices and Language Choices

Malcolm X's language is direct, forceful, and at times confrontational. This
style suits the content perfectly, as it reflects the real frustrations of
the Black community.

e Metaphors: The central metaphor comparing the ballot and the bullet
encapsulates the dual paths of political engagement and self-defense.

e Allusions: He references historical figures and events, such as Abraham
Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation, to invoke a broader narrative
of freedom and justice.

e Colloquial Language: Malcolm X uses accessible language and sometimes
vernacular speech, making the speech relatable and engaging for his
audience.

e Rhetorical Questions: These are strategically posed to provoke
reflection and challenge the audience’s assumptions.

These stylistic choices serve to keep the speech dynamic and impactful,
ensuring that listeners remain engaged.

The Impact and Legacy of the Speech

Understanding the rhetorical strategies in “The Ballot or the Bullet” reveals
why it was so effective in its time and continues to be studied today.
Malcolm X’'s ability to blend ethos, pathos, and logos, combined with his
powerful delivery and vivid language, makes the speech a masterclass in
persuasive rhetoric.

For modern activists, politicians, and communicators, the speech offers



lessons on how to inspire change through a mix of emotional connection,
credible authority, and logical reasoning. It also underscores the importance
of addressing the specific needs and sentiments of one’s audience, using
language that resonates deeply.

In analyzing this speech, one can appreciate how rhetoric not only conveys a
message but also mobilizes people toward collective action. Whether
discussing voter rights, social justice, or political empowerment, Malcolm
X's words remind us that rhetoric is a tool of both reflection and
revolution.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Malcolm X's 'The Ballot
or the Bullet' speech?

The central theme of Malcolm X's 'The Ballot or the Bullet' speech is the
urgent need for African Americans to exercise their right to vote as a means
of achieving political and social justice, while also warning that if the
political system continues to fail them, more radical measures might be
necessary.

How does Malcolm X use rhetorical appeals in 'The
Ballot or the Bullet'?

Malcolm X employs ethos by establishing his credibility as a knowledgeable
civil rights leader, pathos by appealing to the frustrations and emotions of
African Americans facing racial injustice, and logos by presenting logical
arguments about voting rights and political empowerment.

What role does repetition play in 'The Ballot or the
Bullet' speech?

Repetition is used effectively to emphasize key points and rally the
audience, such as the repeated phrase 'the ballot or the bullet,' which
underscores the urgency and the stark choices facing African Americans.

How does Malcolm X address his audience in 'The
Ballot or the Bullet'?

Malcolm X directly addresses African Americans, urging them to recognize
their power and responsibility in the political process, while also
acknowledging the broader American society and its role in racial injustice.



What rhetorical strategies does Malcolm X use to
convey urgency in the speech?

He uses a forceful tone, vivid imagery, rhetorical questions, and contrasts
between peaceful voting and violent resistance to create a sense of immediacy
and seriousness about the social issues.

How does 'The Ballot or the Bullet' reflect the
historical context of the 1960s civil rights

movement?
The speech reflects the frustration with slow progress in civil rights, the
rise of Black nationalism, and the increasing willingness to consider self-

defense and radical action as legitimate responses to systemic racism during
the 1960s.

In what way does Malcolm X use contrast in his
speech?
Malcolm X contrasts the effectiveness of the ballot (voting) with the

potential necessity of the bullet (violent resistance) to highlight the
choices African Americans face in fighting oppression.

How does Malcolm X establish ethos in 'The Ballot or
the Bullet'?
He establishes ethos by demonstrating his deep understanding of political

issues, referencing historical and contemporary events, and positioning
himself as a passionate advocate for African American rights.

What is the significance of the title 'The Ballot or
the Bullet'?
The title signifies the critical choice between achieving justice through

democratic means (the ballot) or resorting to armed struggle (the bullet) if
those means fail, encapsulating the speech's urgent call to action.

How does Malcolm X use rhetorical questions in the
speech?

He uses rhetorical questions to engage the audience, provoke critical
thinking, and emphasize the lack of progress in civil rights, such as asking
why African Americans should continue to trust a political system that has
historically oppressed them.



Additional Resources

The Ballot or the Bullet Rhetorical Analysis: Unpacking Malcolm X's Pivotal
Speech

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis delves into one of the most
iconic speeches delivered by Malcolm X in 1964, a moment that profoundly
influenced the trajectory of the civil rights movement in the United States.
This speech, delivered at a time of intense racial tension and societal
transformation, encapsulates the urgency and complexity of African American
struggles for equality, justice, and political empowerment. Analyzing Malcolm
X's rhetoric offers insights into his persuasive techniques, thematic
framing, and strategic appeals that continue to resonate in discussions of
race, politics, and activism.

Contextual Background of “The Ballot or the
Bullet” Speech

Before exploring the rhetorical intricacies, it'’s essential to understand the
historical context in which Malcolm X presented this speech. Delivered on
April 3, 1964, in Cleveland, Ohio, “The Ballot or the Bullet” came at a
crossroads in the civil rights movement. The nonviolent civil disobedience
approach championed by leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. was gaining
prominence, but Malcolm X presented an alternative narrative rooted in self-
defense and black nationalism. His speech reflects the frustrations of many
African Americans who felt marginalized by systemic racism and
disenfranchisement, particularly in voting rights.

The speech’s title itself-“The Ballot or the Bullet”-symbolizes a stark
choice between political engagement and violent resistance, underscoring the
urgency Malcolm X felt about achieving racial justice.

Rhetorical Strategies Employed in the Speech

Malcolm X's rhetorical mastery lies in his ability to intertwine logical
reasoning, emotional appeals, and ethical considerations. The ballot or the
bullet rhetorical analysis reveals a sophisticated use of ethos, pathos, and
logos that amplifies his call for political action and self-determination.

Ethos: Establishing Credibility and Authority

Malcolm X cultivated a persona of a knowledgeable, passionate, and
uncompromising advocate for African American rights. Throughout the speech,
he references his experiences and observations, positioning himself as a



voice of the black community’s genuine concerns. By acknowledging both the
shortcomings of the political system and the potential power of the African
American vote, Malcolm X establishes himself as a pragmatic yet principled
leader.

Moreover, his candid admission that he is “not a Democrat or a Republican”
but a “black man” appeals to a shared identity beyond partisan lines,
fostering trust and solidarity with his audience.

Pathos: Evoking Emotional Resonance

The speech is laden with emotionally charged language designed to stir a
sense of urgency and indignation. Phrases like “the ballot or the bullet”
evoke the stark reality faced by African Americans: either participate fully
in democracy or prepare for conflict. Malcolm X’'s vivid descriptions of
systemic oppression and racial violence are crafted to elicit empathy and
galvanize action.

His critique of white America’s hypocrisy and the failures of the political
system taps into collective frustrations, making his message not just logical
but deeply felt.

Logos: Logical Appeals and Constructed Arguments

Malcolm X supports his claims with logical reasoning, urging African
Americans to recognize the power of their vote as a tool for change. He
outlines clear steps for political engagement, emphasizing the importance of
unity and education in maximizing electoral influence.

He also warns against complacency and blind allegiance to political parties

that historically neglected black interests, advocating instead for strategic
voting based on self-interest and community advancement.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

A thorough ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis must consider the
speech’s thematic content and symbolic devices that enrich its message.

Empowerment Through Political Participation

Central to Malcolm X's argument is the empowerment of African Americans via
the voting process. He underscores that the ballot represents a legitimate,
nonviolent means of asserting rights and influencing policies that affect



black communities. This theme aligns with the broader civil rights agenda but
diverges by emphasizing self-reliance and skepticism toward existing
political structures.

Duality: Ballot or Bullet as Choice and Warning

The dual metaphor of “ballot or bullet” operates on multiple levels. It
serves as both a call to action and a warning. The ballot symbolizes peaceful
change through democratic means, while the bullet implies armed resistance if
justice remains unattainable. This dichotomy captures the tension between
hope and frustration, diplomacy and militancy, within the movement.

Critique of Systemic Racism and Political Hypocrisy

Malcolm X does not shy away from exposing the entrenched racism embedded in
American society and politics. His speech critiques the superficial promises
of political parties and the failure to protect African American rights. This
direct confrontation challenges listeners to critically assess the status
quo.

Comparative Insights: Malcolm X’s Rhetoric
Versus Other Civil Rights Leaders

When juxtaposed with contemporaries like Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X's
rhetoric in “The Ballot or the Bullet” presents a more militant and pragmatic
stance. While King’'s speeches often employed appeals to Christian morality
and nonviolence, Malcolm X embraced a secular, politically grounded framework
emphasizing self-defense and black nationalism.

This contrast reflects the diversity of thought within the civil rights
movement and highlights why Malcolm X’'s rhetoric remains a subject of study
for its boldness and strategic clarity.

Strengths and Limitations of the Speech’s Rhetoric

e Strengths: The speech’s clarity, passionate delivery, and balanced use
of appeals render it highly persuasive. Malcolm X's candidness about
political realities and his ability to motivate action are significant
rhetorical assets.

e Limitations: Some critics argue that the framing of “bullet” as a



plausible alternative risks alienating moderate allies and may
inadvertently justify violence. Additionally, the speech’s
confrontational tone might limit its appeal to broader audiences seeking
reconciliation.

Legacy and Relevance in Contemporary Discourse

The enduring impact of “The Ballot or the Bullet” is evident in ongoing
discussions of voter suppression, racial justice, and political activism. The
speech’s core message—that political empowerment is vital and must be
actively pursued-resonates amid modern challenges to voting rights and
systemic inequality.

Analyzing Malcolm X’'s rhetoric today offers lessons on the power of clear,
assertive communication in advocacy and the importance of addressing both
systemic barriers and community agency.

In sum, the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis reveals a masterclass in
persuasive speechmaking, one that skillfully balances urgency, reason, and
identity to mobilize a marginalized population. Malcolm X’'s speech remains a
critical reference point for understanding the dynamics of race, politics,
and rhetoric in American history.

The Ballot Or The Bullet Rhetorical Analysis

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Understanding Political Persuasion: Linguistic
and Rhetorical Analysis Douglas Mark Ponton, 2020-04-02 This book builds on the consolidated
research field of Political Discourse Analysis and attempts to provide an introduction suitable for
adoption amongst a readership wishing to understand some of the principles underlying such
research, and above all to appreciate how the tools of discourse analysis might be applied to actual
texts. It summarises some of the work that has been done in this field by authorities such as
Halliday, Fairclough, Wodak, Chilton, Van Dijk, Martin, Van Leeuwen and others to provide the
would-be analyst with practical ideas for their own research. Naturally, this would not be the first
time that such a handbook or introductory reference book has been proposed. Fairclough himself
recently produced one; however, his work, simply entitled Political Discourse Analysis, inevitably
includes theoretical insights from his own research. The beginning analyst can, at times, experience
a sense of bewilderment at the mass of theoretical writing in linguistics, in the search for some
practical, usable tools. I explain a variety of such tools, demonstrating their usefulness in application
to the analysis of a number of political speeches, from different historical periods and diverse social
contexts. The author’s hope is that would-be students of political rhetoric, of whatever level and
from a variety of research areas, will be able to pick up this book and find tools and techniques that
will assist them in actual work on texts. Naturally, it is also hoped that they will be inspired to follow
up the suggestions for further reading which they will find in the bibliography.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Sourcebook on Rhetoric,


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/the-ballot-or-the-bullet-rhetorical-analysis.pdf

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: African American Women's Rhetoric Deborah F.
Atwater, 2009-02-16 African American Women's Rhetoric: The Search for Dignity, Personhood, and
Honor deals with the rhetoric of African American women from enslavement to current times,
examining slave narratives and contemporary print, music, and other media surrounding the lives of
African American women. Covering a variety of specific women and their rhetoric within the context
of a historical period, the book provides central themes and strategic and social concerns of African
American women and their environment. It frames, in some, cases, the rhetoric of contemporary
women in politics and other fields of prominence-including Condoleeza Rice and Barbara Lee, among
others. Deborah F. Atwater explores how African women today who engage in speech in the public
sphere come from a historical line of active women who have been outspoken in politics, education,
business, and various social contexts; heretofore, these women have not been studied in a
comprehensive manner. Specifically, how do these African American women discuss themselves,
and-more importantly-how do they represent who they are in various communities? How do these
women persuade their diverse audiences to value what they say and who they are?African American
Women's Rhetoric will be an invaluable contribution to upper-division undergraduate and graduate
courses in Rhetoric, African American Rhetoric, History, and Women's Studies.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Sourcebook on Rhetoric James Jasinski,
2001-07-19 This book is designed to introduce readers to the language of contemporary rhetorical
studies. The book format is an alphabetized glossary (with appropriate cross listings) of key terms
and concepts in contemporary rhetorical studies. An introductory chapter outlines the definitional
ambiguities of the central concept of rhetoric itself. The primary emphasis is on the contemporary
tradition of rhetorical studies as it has emerged in the discipline of speech communication. Each
entry in the glossary ranges in length from a few paragraphs to a short essay of a few pages. Where
appropriate, examples are provided to further illustrate the term or concept. Each entry will be
accompanied by a list of references and additional readings to direct the reader to other materials of
possible interest.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: A Comparative Rhetorical Analysis of the
Nevada Constitutional Convention of 1864 Gordon Irven Zimmerman, 1972

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: The Bedford Guide for College Writers with
Reader, Research Manual, and Handbook X. J. Kennedy, Dorothy M. Kennedy, Marcia F. Muth,
2011-01-06 With its process-oriented rhetoric, provocative thematic reader, up-to-date research
manual, and comprehensive handbook, The Bedford Guide for College Writers gives your students
the tools they need to succeed as writers -- all in one book. Each of the book's four main components
has been carefully developed to provide an engaging, well-coordinated guide for student writers.
This edition's new, more open design and sharper focus on active learning do even more to help
students develop transferable skills. The Bedford Guide for College Writers prepares students to be
the confident, resourceful, and independent writers they will need to be.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: The Creative Argument Thomas Girshin,
2024-04-22 The Creative Argument sets itself apart from its competitors by presenting a series of
compelling works of literary nonfiction that challenge what students think they know about
arguments. Each chapter begins with an engaging argument from a work of nonfiction, followed by
an in-depth yet accessible analysis of a key aspect of argumentation. Suitable for both courses in
argument and first-year writing, the principles and strategies outlined in the text help students
become more creative and critical as rhetoricians, both inside the classroom and out.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: The Handbook of Communication and
Security Bryan C. Taylor, Hamilton Bean, 2019-06-10 The Handbook of Communication and
Security provides a comprehensive collection and synthesis of communication scholarship that
engages security at multiple levels, including theoretical vs. practical, international vs. domestic,
and public vs. private. The handbook includes chapters that leverage communication-based concepts
and theories to illuminate and influence contemporary security conditions. Collectively, these
chapters foreground and analyze the role of communication in shaping the economic, technological,




and cultural contexts of security in the 21st century. This book is ideal for advanced undergraduate
and postgraduate students and scholars in the numerous subfields of communication and security
studies.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Rhetoric for Radicals Jason Del Gandio,
2008-11-01 Rhetoric for Radicals is intended for college-aged activists and organizers, and for the
most part it's written in a relaxed, approachable style. It does get a bit cerebral and academic in
places - in demonstrating how the book builds on the previous literature - but this material is kept to
a minimum. On the whole, Rhetoric for Radicals is an invaluable, comprehensive how-to book that
will greatly benefit beginning and seasoned rhetors alike. Rhetoric for Radicals concludes on a
hopeful note, with the wish that its activist readership will internalize the book's rhetorical tools and
tactics, and will be that much better equipped to become the rhetors of the past who created the
future. And indeed, there can be but little doubt tht this thorough, well-organized, accessible - and
even personal - little handbook is the best instrument imaginable for fulfilling this purpose. - Frank
Kaminski, EnergyBulletin.net Radicals have important messages to deliver, but they are often so
caught up in the passion of their causes that they lose sight of effective communication—which is
their most powerful tool. The ability to speak with clarity and intelligence, without underestimating
the challenge of breaking new ground and winning new converts, is crucial. Activists often suffer
from a credibility gap because of their lack of a coherent message and strategic delivery. Rhetoric
for Radicals addresses and helps solve these problems. It provides the tools to develop the
all-important communication skills necessary to be effectively heard. If you accept that
communication creates the social world, then you will agree that changing the way we communicate
can change the world. Rhetoric for Radicals provides practical guidelines for public speaking,
writing, conversation, persuasion, political correctness, propaganda analysis, street theatrics, and
new languages. Chapters include: Streets, Rhetoric, and Revolution A Call for Rhetorical Action
Skills for the Multitude The Power of Language Body Rhetoric Twenty-First Century Radical
Rhetoric Geared to college-aged radical activists and organizers, this book will also appeal to
activists of any age who want to sharpen their message. Jason Del Gandio is a lecturer at Temple
University in Philadelphia. He is a post-Seattle activist who has worked on globalization and free/fair
trade issues, anti-war campaigns, and Latin American solidarity.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Martin Luther King Jr. and the Sermonic
Power of Public Discourse Carolyn Calloway-Thomas, John Louis Lucaites, 2005-07-10 Critical
studies of the range of King’s public discourse as forms of sermonic rhetoric The nine essays in this
volume offer critical studies of the range of King’s public discourse as forms of sermonic rhetoric.
They focus on five diverse and relative short examples from King’s body of work: “Death of Evil on
the Seashore,” “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” “I Have a Dream,” “A Time to Break Silence,” and
“I've Been to the Mountaintop.” Taken collectively, these five works span both the duration of King’s
career as a public advocate but also represent the broad scope of his efforts to craft and project a
persuasive vision a beloved community that persists through time.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Socialism; a Critical Analysis Oscar Douglas
Skelton, 1911

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Teaching Malcolm X Theresa Perry, 2014-01-02
The volume brings together a dazzling array of perspectives on Malcolm X to discuss the importance
of X as a cultural hero and provide guidelines for teaching Malcolm-related material at elementary,
high school and university levels.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Reading Rhetorical Texts James Robertson
Andrews, Michael C. Leff, Robert Terrill, 1997 This book is designed to orient the beginning student
to the nature and function of rhetorical criticism, to acquaint the student with those elements in the
rhetorical situation that warrant serious attention, and to teach the student a useful strategy with
which to begin to practice criticism ... The focus of this book is clearly on public speeches ... Along
with mastering basic concepts, the beginning critic will also be given the opportunity ... to begin
grappling with fundamental and enduring critical issues ... [The authors] have included in this book



texts and examples of how critics have studied those texts. [They also] offer two historical texts
along with [their] own critical readings of those texts ... [The book then] presents two texts and
illustrations of the various critical responses to these texts ... The first [text is] Richard Nixon's
Address on the Vietnam War, [and the second is] Jesse Jackson's Common Ground and Common
Sense ... Finally ... several examples of critical readings by rhetorical scholars illustrate different
ways to approach texts.-Pref

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Discourse as Structure and Process Teun A.
van Dijk, 1997 What are the structures of discourse and what are the functions of these structures in
the communicative context? This volume explains how and why discourse is organized at various
levels. The multidisciplinary contributions illustrate that discourse analysis goes far beyond the
linguistic answer of designing grammars and goes hand in hand with the study of their uses and
functions in the social context. Comprehensive and accessible, the volume covers a huge variety of
discourse genres, including written and spoken, and storytelling and argumentation. The chapters
also illustrate the necessity to examine the mental processes of the language users: How do people
go about producing, understanding and remembering text or talk? The book stresses that both
discourse and its mental processing have a social basis and can only be fully understood in relation
to social interaction.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Social Controversy and Public Address in the
1960s and Early 1970s Richard J. Jensen, 2017-10-01 The period between the 1960s and 1970s is
easily one of the most controversial in American history. Examining the liberal movements of the era
as well as those that opposed them, this volume offers analyses of the rhetoric of leaders, including
those of the civil rights movement, the Chicano movement, the gay rights movement, second-wave
feminism, and conservative resistance groups. It also features an introduction that summarizes
much of the significant research done by communication scholars on dissent in the 1960s and 1970s.
This time period is still a fertile area of study, and this book provides insights into the era that are
both provocative and illuminating, making it an essential read for anyone looking to learn more
about this time in America.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: James Baldwin's Go Tell it on the Mountain
Carol E. Henderson, 2006 The publication of James Baldwin's Go Tell It on the Mountain ushered in
a new age of the urban telling of a tale twice told yet rarely expressed in such vivid portraits. Go Tell
It unveils the struggle of man with his God and that of man with himself. Baldwin's intense scrutiny
of the spiritual and communal customs that serve as moral centers of the black community directs
attention to the striking incongruities of religious fundamentalism and oppression. This book
examines these multiple impulses, challenging the widely held convention that politics and religion
do not mix.

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Peace Research Abstracts Journal , 2002

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: The Harper & Row Rhetoric Wayne C. Booth,
1991

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Rhetorical Criticism Sonja K. Foss, 2004

the ballot or the bullet rhetorical analysis: Call to Write John Trimbur, 2008 With a focus on
real-world writing, including diverse media, a treatment of visual literacy, and an emphasis on the
ethics of writing, the Fourth Edition of The Call to Write continues to break new ground in
composition. Organized by genres--letters, memoirs, public documents, profiles, reports,
commentaries, proposals, and reviews--this innovative rhetoric gives students the practice they need
to write both in college and in the public sphere. Connecting writing to everyday life, including
college and work, it shows students the impact of writing and gives them the skills to help them
write well. A strong emphasis on public writing promotes civic involvement through writing--to
inform the public, to shape opinion, to advocate change, and so on--while relevant, provocative
readings help students to understand the concept of being called to write in response to a personal,
community, or societal need.
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