
number one ladies detective agency
Number One Ladies Detective Agency: A Celebration of Wit, Wisdom, and Botswana’s
Charm

number one ladies detective agency is not just a captivating book series; it’s a cultural
phenomenon that has charmed readers worldwide with its unique blend of mystery,
humor, and heartfelt storytelling. Created by Alexander McCall Smith, this series invites
us into the world of Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective, who solves
cases with a mix of intuition, kindness, and a deep understanding of human nature. If you
haven’t yet delved into the adventures of this remarkable detective agency, prepare for a
journey that’s as much about life lessons as it is about intriguing mysteries.

The Origins of the Number One Ladies Detective
Agency

The story begins in the bustling city of Gaborone, Botswana, where Precious Ramotswe, a
woman of great insight and determination, decides to open the country’s first female-
owned detective agency. Inspired by her late father’s wisdom and her own sharp mind,
Mma Ramotswe sets out to solve the problems that affect her community. Unlike
conventional detective stories filled with high-tech gadgets and gritty crime scenes, the
number one ladies detective agency offers a refreshing perspective grounded in empathy
and cultural richness.

Alexander McCall Smith’s inspiration for the series came from his experiences living in
Botswana, where he was struck by the warmth and resilience of the people. This
authenticity shines through in the narrative, making readers feel connected not only to the
characters but to the vibrant setting as well.

What Makes the Number One Ladies Detective
Agency Unique?

A Gentle Approach to Mystery

Unlike hardboiled detective stories, the cases tackled by Precious Ramotswe are often
subtle and deeply human. Whether it’s a missing husband, a cheating spouse, or a
wayward child, the mysteries are less about crime and more about understanding
relationships and motivations. This approach sets the series apart in the detective fiction
genre, appealing to readers who appreciate nuance and character development.



A Rich Tapestry of Botswana’s Culture

One of the standout features of the number one ladies detective agency series is its vivid
depiction of Botswana’s landscape and traditions. Readers are treated to descriptions of
the Kalahari Desert, local customs, and the rhythms of daily life, all woven seamlessly into
the narrative. This cultural immersion enriches the reading experience and introduces
many to a part of the world they might otherwise never explore.

Strong, Relatable Characters

Precious Ramotswe herself is a compelling protagonist—wise, compassionate, and
sometimes humorous in her observations. Alongside her, characters like Mma Makutsi,
her assistant with a sharp intellect and ambition, contribute layers of friendship and
camaraderie. The dynamics within the agency mirror real-life relationships, making the
stories resonate on a personal level.

Exploring the Themes Within the Series

Empowerment and Gender Roles

The number one ladies detective agency subtly challenges traditional gender roles,
showcasing a woman who runs her own business in a male-dominated society with
confidence and competence. Precious Ramotswe’s success inspires readers, especially
women, to pursue their goals despite societal expectations. The series highlights
empowerment without preaching, making it a gentle yet powerful narrative on women’s
strength.

Morality and Human Nature

Many of the cases revolve around ethical dilemmas and moral questions rather than black-
and-white issues. Through the detective’s investigations, readers explore themes of
forgiveness, honesty, and the complexity of human behavior. The stories encourage
reflection on how understanding and kindness can often solve problems better than
confrontation.

Community and Connection

At its heart, the number one ladies detective agency celebrates the importance of
community. Each case is embedded within a network of relationships that define the
characters’ lives. This focus on connection emphasizes that solving mysteries is not just



about facts but about the people behind them.

The Impact and Legacy of the Series

Since its debut, the number one ladies detective agency has expanded beyond books into
radio dramas, television adaptations, and stage plays, reaching a global audience. The
series has introduced many readers to African literature and culture, broadening
perspectives and fostering appreciation for diverse voices.

Moreover, the character of Precious Ramotswe has become a symbol of intelligence,
warmth, and resilience. Her approach to detective work—rooted in empathy and
patience—offers a refreshing contrast to the often cynical tone of modern crime fiction.

Tips for New Readers

If you’re just starting with the number one ladies detective agency series, here are some
pointers to enhance your experience:

Read in order: While each book contains self-contained cases, reading the series
chronologically helps you appreciate character development and recurring themes.

Take your time: The stories are as much about atmosphere and character as about
plot, so savor the descriptive passages and cultural insights.

Explore related works: Alexander McCall Smith has written other series set in
Botswana and beyond, which share his signature storytelling style and charm.

Why the Number One Ladies Detective Agency
Still Resonates Today

In an era dominated by fast-paced thrillers and complex, often dark narratives, the
number one ladies detective agency offers a soothing alternative. Its emphasis on
kindness, cultural richness, and thoughtful problem-solving appeals to readers seeking
comfort and wisdom in fiction. The series reminds us that mysteries don’t always have to
be grim or violent; sometimes, they are about healing, understanding, and human
connection.

Furthermore, the agency’s success underscores the universal appeal of stories that
celebrate diversity and empower underrepresented voices. Precious Ramotswe’s journey
from a humble background to a respected detective agency owner inspires readers
everywhere to trust their intuition and embrace their unique strengths.



Whether you’re a mystery enthusiast, a lover of African culture, or someone looking for
uplifting stories, the number one ladies detective agency offers a literary experience that
is both entertaining and enriching. As you follow Mma Ramotswe through the streets of
Gaborone, you’re invited to see the world through her wise eyes—a world where every
case is a chance to learn, grow, and connect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency' about?
'The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency' is a series of novels by Alexander McCall Smith that
follows the adventures of Precious Ramotswe, Botswana's premier lady detective, as she
solves various cases with wisdom, wit, and compassion.

Who is the author of 'The No. 1 Ladies' Detective
Agency'?
The series was written by Alexander McCall Smith, a Scottish author known for his
engaging storytelling and vivid portrayal of Botswana.

Has 'The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency' been adapted
into other media?
Yes, the series has been adapted into a popular television series, radio dramas, and stage
plays, with the TV adaptation starring Jill Scott as Precious Ramotswe.

What makes Precious Ramotswe a unique detective in
literature?
Precious Ramotswe is unique because she combines traditional detective work with deep
cultural insights, empathy, and a strong moral compass, often resolving cases through
understanding rather than force.

Where is 'The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency' set?
The series is set primarily in Gaborone, the capital city of Botswana, showcasing the
country's culture, landscapes, and social issues.

How many books are there in 'The No. 1 Ladies'
Detective Agency' series?
As of 2024, there are over 20 books in the series, with new installments continuing to be
published regularly.



What themes are explored in 'The No. 1 Ladies'
Detective Agency' series?
The series explores themes such as justice, morality, gender roles, friendship, and the
complexities of modern African life, often highlighting the importance of community and
kindness.

Additional Resources
Number One Ladies Detective Agency: A Literary and Cultural Exploration

number one ladies detective agency is more than just a title; it represents a unique
fusion of detective fiction, African culture, and female empowerment. Originating from the
acclaimed series of novels by Alexander McCall Smith, the Number One Ladies’ Detective
Agency has captured the imaginations of readers worldwide, offering a refreshing take on
the detective genre through the lens of Botswana’s vibrant society. This article delves into
the various facets that make the Number One Ladies Detective Agency an enduring and
influential work, while also examining its cultural significance, narrative style, and the
broader impact on literature and media.

The Genesis and Setting of Number One Ladies
Detective Agency

The Number One Ladies Detective Agency series debuted in 1998, introduced by Scottish
author Alexander McCall Smith. Set in Gaborone, the capital city of Botswana, the series
follows the adventures of Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. The
setting itself is a departure from typical detective stories often rooted in Western
metropolitan cities. Instead, the series explores the everyday lives, traditions, and
challenges of Botswana’s people, providing readers with an immersive cultural experience.

By situating the detective agency in Botswana, McCall Smith offers a rich tapestry of
African life that is rarely portrayed in mainstream detective fiction. This geographical and
cultural grounding is a key factor in the series' appeal, as it combines the intrigue of
mystery solving with the warmth and depth of a community-oriented narrative.

Character and Narrative Style

At the heart of the Number One Ladies Detective Agency is Mma Precious Ramotswe,
whose character breaks conventional detective stereotypes. She is intuitive, empathetic,
and guided by a strong moral compass rather than technological gadgets or forensic
science. This approach aligns with the series’ emphasis on human relationships and
ethical dilemmas.

The narrative style is subtle and reflective, often interspersed with philosophical musings



and gentle humor. McCall Smith’s prose is accessible yet elegant, making the stories
suitable for a broad audience. The episodic format of the novels allows for both standalone
cases and ongoing character development, encouraging readers to invest emotionally in
the agency’s investigations and growth.

Cultural and Social Impact

The Number One Ladies Detective Agency has transcended its literary origins to influence
cultural perceptions and raise awareness about Botswana and African societies more
broadly. The portrayal of Botswana’s culture—its customs, social dynamics, and values—is
woven organically into the storyline. This has helped dismantle stereotypes about Africa
by presenting a nuanced and positive representation of everyday life.

Moreover, the series champions female empowerment through Precious Ramotswe’s
independence and success in a traditionally male-dominated profession. This aspect
resonates globally, inspiring conversations about gender roles and women’s agency in
various cultural contexts.

Adaptations and Media Presence

The popularity of the Number One Ladies Detective Agency has led to multiple
adaptations, including a BBC television series and radio dramatizations. These adaptations
have brought the stories to wider audiences, enabling visual and auditory experiences of
McCall Smith’s world.

The television series, in particular, has been praised for its faithful depiction of Botswana
and for casting choices that reflect authentic representation. These adaptations contribute
to the visibility of African stories in global media, fostering diversity and inclusivity in
entertainment.

Literary Comparisons and Genre Placement

When analyzing the Number One Ladies Detective Agency within the detective fiction
genre, it stands out for its blend of cozy mystery elements and cultural literature. Unlike
the hard-boiled detective archetype found in American noir, the series adopts a gentler
tone, focusing on moral questions and human connections.

Comparatively, the series aligns with other globally recognized cozy mysteries but
distinguishes itself through its African setting and the protagonist’s unique background.
This fusion broadens the genre’s scope and challenges the dominance of Western-centric
narratives in detective fiction.



Strengths and Limitations

The strengths of the Number One Ladies Detective Agency lie in its strong character
development, cultural authenticity, and accessible storytelling. Its appeal crosses
demographic boundaries, making it a valuable addition to both literary and educational
contexts.

However, some critics argue that the series occasionally idealizes Botswana and presents
a somewhat simplified view of complex social issues. While the tone is deliberately
lighthearted, this could lead to underrepresentation of certain challenges faced by the
region.

Why Number One Ladies Detective Agency
Remains Relevant

In an era where diverse voices in literature are increasingly sought after, the Number One
Ladies Detective Agency stands as a pioneering example of cross-cultural storytelling. Its
continued success speaks to readers’ appetite for narratives that combine mystery with
meaningful social commentary.

The series also serves as a gateway for readers unfamiliar with African literature, offering
an accessible entry point into the continent’s storytelling traditions. As interest in global
perspectives grows, the Number One Ladies Detective Agency continues to foster cultural
understanding through the universal appeal of detective stories.

The enduring charm of the Number One Ladies Detective Agency is rooted in its capacity
to entertain while educating, to intrigue while inspiring reflection. It remains a testament
to the power of storytelling that transcends borders and bridges diverse cultural
experiences.

Number One Ladies Detective Agency

  number one ladies detective agency: The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency Alexander McCall
Smith, 2002 Sleuth Precious Ramotswe, who works in Gaborone, Botswana, investigates several
local mysteries, including a search for a missing boy and the case of the clinic doctor with different
personalities for different days of the week.
  number one ladies detective agency: Precious and Grace Alexander McCall Smith,
2016-10-11 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and
its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma
Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal
life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Mma Makutsi, who has recently been
promoted to co-director, has been encouraging Mma Ramotswe to update to more modern office
practices. An unusual case, however, will require both of them to turn their attention firmly to the
past. A young Canadian woman who spent her early childhood in Botswana requests the agency’s
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help in recalling her life there. Precious and Grace set out to locate the house that the woman lived
in and the caretaker who looked after her many years ago. But when the journey takes an
unexpected turn, they are forced to consider whether some things are better left in the past. Mma
Ramotswe dispenses help and sympathy with the graciousness and warmth for which she is so well
known, and everyone involved is led to surprising insights into the healing power of compassion,
forgiveness, and new beginnings.
  number one ladies detective agency: In the Company of Cheerful Ladies Alexander McCall
Smith, 2005-04-19 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming
series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Precious is busier than
usual at the detective agency when she discovers an intruder in her house on Zebra Drive—and
perhaps even more baffling—a pumpkin on her porch. Her associate, Mma Makutsi, also has a full
plate. She's taken up dance lessons, only to be partnered with a man with two left feet. And at
Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors, where Mr J.L.B. Matekoni is already overburdened with work, one of
his apprentices has run off with a wealthy older woman. But what finally rattles Mma Ramotswe’s
normally unshakable composure is a visitor who forces her to confront a difficult secret from her
past.
  number one ladies detective agency: From a Far and Lovely Country Alexander McCall
Smith, 2024-09-03 In this latest installment in Alexander McCall Smith’s cherished No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series, two confounding cases compete for Mma Ramotswe’s attention—and she
may need to call in back up. “An escape from life’s woes as well as a suggestion for how to make the
whole deal more palatable—fragility, fruit cake, and all.” —The Boston Globe Mma Ramotswe and
Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni are enjoying a nice meal out at a peri-peri restaurant when an American woman
named Julia approaches seeking Mma Ramotswe’s help. Julia’s beloved late grandfather was
Botswanan, and he instilled in her an abiding love of his homeland. Now, years after his passing,
Julia has come to visit the land he had spoken of so often and to find her relatives. Unfortunately, her
grandfather’s stories, while charming and entertaining, were somewhat light on detail; all Julia can
remember are a few first names and some descriptions of his village. It’s not a lot to go on, but if
anyone is well poised to help, it’s Mma Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier detective. Meanwhile, a
second case leads Mma Ramotswe to look for assistance from an unexpected quarter. For the first
time, Charlie leads his own investigation at the detective agency, going undercover into a dubious,
word-of-mouth get-together known as the Cool Singles Evening Club, where married men are
encouraged to pretend to be single and meet women under false pretenses. Who could be behind
such a distasteful venture? Getting to the bottom of this will be a tall order, to be sure, but Charlie is
eager for the opportunity. As Mma Ramotswe learns more about Julia, she begins to understand that
Julia’s heartbreak runs deeper than she had initially realized. Together, Mma Ramotswe and Mma
Potokwane must find a way to help their client heal and move forward—from both her past and her
present. Julia had originally come to Botswana seeking family and connection, but in the warm
embrace of Mma Ramotswe and Mma Potokwane, what she ends up finding is a home.
  number one ladies detective agency: To the Land of Long Lost Friends Alexander McCall
Smith, 2019-10-22 In the latest book in the widely beloved No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series,
Precious Ramotswe takes on a case for a childhood acquaintance and finds that family relationships
are always a tricky proposition—even for Botswana's premier female detective. Mma Ramotswe has
reconnected with an old friend who has been having problems with her daughter. Though Precious
feels compelled to lend a hand, she discovers that getting involved in family affairs is always a
delicate affair. The young woman appears to be involved with a charismatic preacher. But are his
ministrations entirely of a godly nature? Elsewhere, Charlie is also struggling with a tricky matter of
the heart. He wishes to propose to his girlfriend, Queenie-Queenie, but he's struggling to come up
with a bride price that will impress her father. When Queenie-Queenie's brother offers to help by
giving him a job, the offer may not be quite what Charlie expected. As always, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni



will offer wise counsel, Mma Makutsi will weigh in with her opinions, and Mma Potokwane will be
there with her welcome fruit cake. But in the end it will be up to Mma Ramotswe to reflect on love,
family, and the nature of men and women in order to resolve family dramas and remind everyone
about all the good things they have in life—so many, in fact, that it would take far too long to count
them.
  number one ladies detective agency: The Woman Who Walked in Sunshine Alexander
McCall Smith, 2015-10-27 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this
charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her
cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Precious
Ramotswe, the esteemed proprietor of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, now faces her greatest
challenge yet: a vacation! Business is slow at the agency—so slow in fact that, for the first time in
her distinguished career, Mma Ramotswe has reluctantly agreed to take a holiday. The week of
uninterrupted peace is cut short, however, when she meets Samuel, a wayward young boy with a
troubled past. Moreover, Mma Ramotswe can’t help but wonder how the agency is faring in her
absence. Her worries grow when she discovers that Mma Makutsi is handling a rather delicate case.
Ultimately, the situation will require Mma Ramotswe to draw upon her kindness, generosity, and
good sense, and will serve to remind them all that ordinary human failings should be treated with a
large helping of charity and compassion.
  number one ladies detective agency: The Full Cupboard of Life Alexander McCall Smith,
2010-05-21 Here is the fifth novel in the internationally bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
hit series. Once again we are transported to Gaborone, capital city of Botswana, and into the world
of Mma Ramotswe and her friends. THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY. FOR ALL
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS AND ENQUIRIES. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED FOR ALL PARTIES.
UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT. Mma Ramotswe and Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni are still engaged, but
with no immediate plans to get married. Mma Ramotswe wonders when a wedding date will be
named, but she is anxious to avoid putting pressure on her fiancé. For indeed he has other things on
his mind -- particularly a frightening request (involving a parachute jump) made by Mma Potokwani,
the persuasive matron of the orphan farm. Mma Ramotswe herself has weighty matters on her mind.
She has been approached by a wealthy lady to check up on several suitors. Are these men interested
in her or just her money? This may be difficult to find out, but it’s just the kind of case Mma
Ramotswe likes and she is, as we know, a very intuitive lady. Meanwhile, Mma Makutsi -- plucky
assistant detective and deputy manager of the Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors garage -- is moving.
Her entrepreneurial venture, the Kalahari Typing School for Men, is thriving and with this new
income she has rented two rooms in a house. Her spare time is occupied with planning the move, the
décor and her new life in a house with running water all to herself. In the background of all this is
Botswana, a country of empty spaces and echoing skies, a country so beautiful and entrancing that it
breaks your heart. Mma Ramotswe has prepared the bush tea and is waiting for us to join her.
  number one ladies detective agency: The Handsome Man's De Luxe Café Alexander McCall
Smith, 2014-10-28 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming
series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Over the years Mma
Ramotswe has found many lost things, but never before has she been asked to help a woman find
herself—until now. A kindhearted brother and sister have taken in a nameless woman with no
memory of her own history or how she came to Botswana. It falls to Precious Ramotswe and her new
co-director, Grace Makutsi, to discover the woman's identity. Meanwhile, motherhood proves to be
no obstacle to Mma Makutsi’s professional success, as she launches a new enterprise of her own: the
Handsome Man's De Luxe Café, a restaurant for Gaborone’s most fashionable diners. And next door,
Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni is forced to make a choice that will directly affect not only Tlokweng Road
Speedy Motors, but the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency as well. With sympathy and indefatigable



good humor, Mma Ramotswe and her friends see one another through these major changes and
discover along the way what true friendship really means.
  number one ladies detective agency: Tea Time for the Traditionally Built Alexander
McCall Smith, 2010-03-09 The 10th! instalment in this infinitely enjoyable series finds the
ever-charming, ever-resourceful Mma Ramostwe helping people, and vans, with problems in their
lives. Mma Ramotswe’s tiny white van has developed a disturbing noise. But having made numerous
repairs to the van over the years, Mr J.L.B. Matekoni – her estimable husband and mechanic
nonpareil – sells it without telling her and presents her with a new, characterless vehicle. So Mma
Ramotswe sets out to recover the van. . . . In the meantime, the thoroughly unpleasant, yet
glamorous, Violet Sephotho (who earned 50 percent, at most!, in the final examinations of the
Botswana Secretarial College) gets herself a job at the Double Comfort Furniture Store. Why? The
reason is obvious: to make a play for Mma Makutsi’s fiancé, Mr Phuti Radiphuti. And a proprietor of
a local football team has enlisted the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency to help explain their dreadful
losing streak: surely someone is fixing the games – it can’t just be a case of unskilled players . . . This
is a job for Charlie, ever-apprentice at the Speedy Motors, to sniff out the competence of the players,
as an assistant detective. . . .
  number one ladies detective agency: The House of Unexpected Sisters Alexander McCall
Smith, 2017-11-07 Precious Ramotswe learns valuable lessons about first impressions and
forgiveness in this latest installment of the beloved and best-selling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series. Mma Ramotswe and Mma Makutsi are approached by their part-time colleague, Mr.
Polopetsi, with a troubling story: a woman, accused of being rude to a valued customer, has been
wrongly dismissed from her job at an office furniture store. Never one to let an act of injustice go
unanswered, Mma Ramotswe begins to investigate, but soon discovers unexpected information that
causes her to reluctantly change her views about the case. Other surprises await our intrepid
proprietress in the course of her inquiries. Mma Ramotswe is puzzled when she happens to hear of a
local nurse named Mingie Ramotswe. She thought she knew everybody by the name of Ramotswe,
and that they were all related. Who is this mystery lady? Then, she is alerted by Mma Potokwani that
an unpleasant figure from her past has recently been spotted in town. Mma Ramotswe does her best
to avoid the man, but it seems that he may have returned to Botswana specifically to seek her out.
What could he want from her? With the generosity and good humor that guide all her endeavors,
Mma Ramotswe will untangle these questions for herself and for her loved ones, ultimately bringing
to light important truths about friendship and family—both the one you’re born with and the one you
choose.
  number one ladies detective agency: A Song of Comfortable Chairs Alexander McCall Smith,
2023-08-29 In this latest installment in the beloved No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, Grace
Makutsi encounters a pair of quandaries that will require all of her and Mma Ramotswe’s cleverness
and generosity to resolve. “An escape from life’s woes as well as a suggestion for how to make the
whole deal more palatable—fragility, fruit cake, and all.” —The Boston Globe Grace Makutsi’s
husband, Phuti Radiphuti, is in a bind. An international firm is attempting to undercut his prices in
the office furniture market. Phuti has always been concerned with quality and comfort, but this firm
seems interested only in profits. To make matters worse, they have a slick new advertising campaign
that seems hard to beat. Meanwhile, Grace is approached by an old friend who has a troubled son.
She and Phuti agree to take Patience and Modise in and lend a hand, but things don’t work out quite
as intended, and the situation proves difficult for them to handle. It will require not only all of their
persistence and dedication but also help from an unexpected quarter to find a solution that will
make everyone happy. Faced with more than her fair share of delicate dilemmas, Mma Makutsi
deals with it all with her usual graciousness. This—along with the kindness, generosity, and good
sense for which the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency is known—assures us that, in the end, each of
these matters will be set right.
  number one ladies detective agency: The Colors of All the Cattle Alexander McCall Smith,
2018-11-06 In this latest installment of the beloved and best-selling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency



series, Precious Ramotswe finds herself running for office—much to her dismay. When Mma
Potokwane suggests to Mma Ramotswe that she run for a seat on the Gaborone City Council, Mma
Ramotswe is at first reluctant. But when she learns that developers plan to build the flashy Big Fun
Hotel next to a graveyard, she allows herself to be persuaded. Her opponent is none other than Mma
Makutsi’s old nemesis, Violet Sephotho, who is in the pocket of the hotel developers. Although Violet
is intent on using every trick in the book to secure her election, Mma Ramotswe refuses to
guarantee anything beyond what she can deliver; hence her slogan: “I can’t promise anything—but I
shall do my best.” Meanwhile, Mma Ramotswe has acquired a new client: one of her late father’s old
friends, who was the victim of a hit-and-run accident. Charlie volunteers to be the lead investigator
in the case to prove he’s ready to be more than an apprentice, as well as to impress a new girlfriend.
With Charlie’s inquiries landing him in hot water and Election Day fast approaching, Mma Ramotswe
will have to call upon her good humor and generosity of spirit to help the community navigate these
thorny issues, and to prove that honesty and compassion will always carry the day.
  number one ladies detective agency: The Joy and Light Bus Company Alexander McCall
Smith, 2021-11-16 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • In this latest installment in the beloved No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series, Mma Ramotswe is tempted to put the brakes on a business venture before
it even gets rolling. Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni attends a course hosted by the local chamber of commerce
entitled “Where Is Your Business Going?” But rather than feeling energized, he comes back in low
spirits, not sure if he should be satisfied with the already venerable and successful Tlokweng Road
Speedy Motors. Then an old friend from school approaches him with an exciting new business
venture. When it turns out he will need to mortgage the garage in order to pursue this endeavor,
Mma Ramotswe and Mma Makutsi worry about the potential repercussions for his current
business—as well as for their own. But even as she puzzles over mysteries on the domestic front,
Mma Ramotswe’s professional duties must take precedence. When a concerned son learns that his
aging father’s nurse now stands to inherit the family home, he begins to doubt her intentions and
takes his case to Botswana’s premier detective agency. Fortunately, Mma Ramotswe and Mma
Makutsi, committed agents of justice, agree to investigate. Tricky as these matters may be, Mma
Ramotswe, armed with her usual supply of tact, humor and good will, knows that the most creative
solutions are often found with the support of friends and family and a cup of red bush tea. With
these reliable assets, she is certain to ensure that all involved find the happiness that they deserve.
  number one ladies detective agency: The Good Husband of Zebra Drive Alexander McCall
Smith, 2007-04-17 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming
series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. There is rarely a dull
moment in the life of Precious Ramotswe, and on Zebra Drive and Tlokweng Road many changes are
afoot. Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni wants be put in charge of a case involving an errant husband, and Mma
Makutsi is considering leaving the agency, taking her near perfect score on the Botswana
Secretarial College typing exam with her. Meanwhile, Mma Ramotswe has been asked to investigate
a series of unexpected deaths at the hospital in Mochudi. Along the way, she encounters other tricky
mysteries, and once again displays her undying love for Botswana, a country of which she is justly
proud.
  number one ladies detective agency: The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency Alexander McCall
Smith, R A McCall Smith, 2003-04-01 Working in Gaborone, Botswana, Precious Ramotswe
investigates several local mysteries, including a search for a missing boy and the case of the clinic
doctor with different personalities for different days of the week.
  number one ladies detective agency: No 1 Ladies Detective Agency Dd Alexander McCall
Smith, 2007-02-01
  number one ladies detective agency: The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party Alexander McCall
Smith, 2011-03-22 The twelfth installment in the beloved, bestselling series is once again a beautiful
blend of wit and wisdom, and a profoundly touching tale of the human heart. Precious Ramotswe is



haunted by a dream in which she is driving her dear old white van. Grace Makutsi dreams that her
97 percent on the Botswana Secretarial College exam was a mistake. When Mma Ramotswe
discovers that her van is actually still in use (and, of course, sets out to retrieve it), Mma Makutsi
wonders whether her dream will turn out to be prophetic as well. They can only wait and see, but, in
the meantime, one of Phuti Radiphuti's apprentices has gotten a girl pregnant and, under pressure
to marry her, has run away. Naturally, it is up to Precious and Grace to help the couple work things
out. In other developments, Mma Ramotswe investigates a case of rural jealousy in which cattle are
being poisoned. Add to the mix Violet Sephotho's newly begun, already unstoppable run for the
Botswana Parliament and the possibility that wedding bells may finally ring for Phuti Radiphuti and
Grace Makutsi — whose love for each other is as great as their love for Botswana — and we have a
charming and delightful tale from the inimitable Alexander McCall Smith.
  number one ladies detective agency: The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon Alexander
McCall Smith, 2013-11-05 Modern ideas get tangled up with traditional ones in the latest intriguing
installment in the beloved, best-selling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series. Precious Ramotswe
has taken on two puzzling cases. First she is approached by the lawyer Mma Sheba, who is the
executor of a deceased farmer’s estate. Mma Sheba has a feeling that the young man who has
stepped forward may be falsely impersonating the farmer’s nephew in order to claim his inheritance.
Mma Ramotswe agrees to visit the farm and find out what she can about the self-professed nephew.
Then the proprietor of the Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon comes to Mma Ramotswe for advice. The
opening of her new salon has been shadowed by misfortune. Not only has she received a bad omen
in the mail, but rumors are swirling that the salon is using dangerous products that burn people’s
skin. Could someone be trying to put the salon out of business? Meanwhile, at the office, Mma
Ramotswe has noticed something different about Grace Makutsi lately. Though Mma Makutsi has
mentioned nothing, it has become clear that she is pregnant . . . But in Botswana—a land where
family has always been held above all else—this may be cause for controversy as well as celebration.
With genuine warmth, sympathy, and wit, Alexander McCall Smith explores some tough questions
about married life, parenthood, grief, and the importance of the traditions that shape and guide our
lives. This is the fourteenth installment in the series. This ebook edition includes a Reading Group
Guide.
  number one ladies detective agency: Blue Shoes and Happiness Alexander McCall Smith,
2007-03-13 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and
its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma
Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal
life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Life is good for Mma Ramotswe as she
sets out with her usual resolve to solve people’s problems, heal their misfortunes, and untangle the
mysteries that make life interesting. And life is never dull on Tlokweng Road. A new and rather too
brusque advice columnist is appearing in the local paper. Then, a cobra is found in the offices of the
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency. Recently, the Mokolodi Game Preserve manager feels an infectious
fear spreading among his workers, and a local doctor may be falsifying blood pressure readings. To
further complicate matters, Grace Makutsi may have scared off her own fiancé. Mma Ramotswe,
however, is always up to the challenge. And Blue Shoes and Happiness will not fail to entertain
Alexander McCall Smith’s oldest fans and newest converts with its great wit, charm, and great good
will.
  number one ladies detective agency: The Double Comfort Safari Club Alexander McCall
Smith, 2011-03-08 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming
series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. In this story, Precious
Ramotswe deals with issues of mistaken identity and great fortune against the beautiful backdrop of
Botswana’s remote and striking Okavango Delta. Mma Ramotswe and Mma Makutsi head to a safari
camp to carry out a delicate mission on behalf of a former guest who has left one of the guides a



large sum of money. But once they find their man, Precious begins to sense that something is not
right. To make matters worse, shortly before their departure Mma Makutsi’s fiancé, Phuti Radiphuti,
suffers a debilitating accident, and when his aunt moves in to take care of him, she also pushes Mma
Makutsi out of the picture. Could she be trying to break up the relationship? Finally, a local priest
and his wife independently approach Mma Ramotswe with concerns of infidelity, creating a rather
unusual and tricky situation. Nevertheless, Precious is confident that with a little patience, kindness
and good sense things will work out for the best, something that will delight her many fans.
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