in his steps what would jesus do

**In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do? Exploring a Life of Purpose and Compassion**

in his steps what would jesus do is more than just a phrase or a moral question; it’s a guiding principle
that has inspired countless individuals to live with greater integrity, kindness, and faith. Rooted deeply
in Christian ethics, this concept invites us to pause and reflect before making decisions, encouraging
us to consider how Jesus might respond to the challenges and choices we face every day. But beyond
a simple motto, it opens the door to a transformative way of living—one that blends compassion,

courage, and humility.

In this article, we’ll delve into the meaning behind *in his steps what would jesus do*, explore its
historical context, and discuss practical ways to embody this mindset in today’s complex world.
Whether you’re looking for spiritual inspiration or practical guidance, understanding how to walk in

Jesus’ footsteps offers profound insights into living a life of purpose and love.

The Origins of "In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?"

The phrase "What Would Jesus Do?" has become a cultural touchstone, but its roots go back much
further than you might think. It gained widespread popularity in the late 19th century, largely due to the
novel *In His Steps* by Charles M. Sheldon, published in 1896. The book tells the story of a small-
town minister who challenges his congregation to live each day by asking, “What would Jesus do?”

before making any decision.



The Impact of Charles M. Sheldon’s Novel

Sheldon’s story resonated deeply with readers because it presented Christianity not just as a set of
beliefs but as a call to action. The characters in the novel face everyday situations—workplace
dilemmas, relationships, social justice issues—and they strive to respond as Jesus might, with love,

forgiveness, and sacrifice.

This narrative helped popularize the phrase and encouraged believers to internalize Jesus’ teachings
in practical, tangible ways. It’'s a reminder that faith is not just about rituals or doctrine but about

embodying the spirit of Jesus in daily life.

Understanding "In His Steps What Would Jesus Do" in Modern

Life

Today, the question *in his steps what would jesus do* serves as a moral compass for many people.
But how can this phrase apply to the complexities of modern life, from social media interactions to

global challenges?

Walking with Compassion in a Fast-Paced World

One of the core lessons of following Jesus’ steps is compassion. Jesus was known for his empathy
toward the marginalized and oppressed. When faced with difficult people or situations, asking “What

would Jesus do?” encourages kindness over judgment.

In today’s digital age, where misunderstandings and conflicts often arise online, this mindset can guide



us to respond patiently and respectfully. It reminds us to see the humanity in others, even when we

disagree.

Justice and Advocacy: Following Jesus’ Example

Jesus was also a champion for justice, challenging unjust systems and standing up for the vulnerable.
Applying *in his steps what would jesus do* means engaging with social issues thoughtfully and

courageously.

Whether it’s advocating for the poor, supporting racial equality, or caring for the environment, this

principle calls us to act in ways that reflect Jesus’ love and concern for all creation.

Practical Ways to Live Out "In His Steps What Would Jesus

Do"

As inspiring as the idea is, it can sometimes feel abstract. How can ordinary people translate this into

everyday actions? Here are some practical approaches:

1. Reflect Before Reacting

When faced with a difficult decision or conflict, pause and ask yourself, “What would Jesus do in this
situation?” This moment of reflection can shift your perspective and lead to more thoughtful,

compassionate responses.



2. Cultivate Empathy

Try to understand others’ experiences and feelings. Jesus often connected with people by listening

and showing genuine care. Empathy is a skill that strengthens relationships and fosters peace.

3. Practice Forgiveness

Forgiveness is a cornerstone of Jesus’ teachings. Holding grudges can harm your well-being and
relationships. Emulating Jesus means letting go of resentment and offering grace even when it’s

difficult.

4. Serve Others

Look for opportunities to serve in your community. Small acts of kindness—helping a neighbor,

volunteering, or simply offering a smile—reflect walking in Jesus’ footsteps.

5. Lead with Humility

Jesus modeled humility by serving others rather than seeking power or recognition. In leadership or

everyday interactions, prioritize others’ needs and avoid arrogance.

The Spiritual Benefits of Asking "In His Steps What Would



Jesus Do"

Adopting this question as a daily practice offers more than ethical guidance—it nurtures spiritual

growth. Here’s how:

Deepening Faith Through Daily Reflection

Regularly considering how Jesus would respond helps keep your faith active and personal. It moves

spirituality from theory to practice, making your beliefs more authentic and integrated.

Building Character and Integrity

Living by this standard develops virtues like patience, kindness, and honesty. Over time, these

qualities become part of your character, influencing all areas of life.

Creating Meaningful Connections

When you approach others with the compassion and love exemplified by Jesus, relationships grow
deeper and more meaningful. This fosters community and support, vital for emotional and spiritual

health.



Challenges in Living "In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?"

While this guiding question is powerful, it’s not without its challenges. Understanding Jesus’ responses

can be complex, especially in nuanced or unprecedented situations.

Interpreting Jesus' Teachings in Complex Situations

Jesus’ words and actions were context-specific, so applying them today requires thoughtful

interpretation and sometimes guidance from scripture, tradition, or trusted mentors.

Balancing Justice and Mercy

One of the tensions in Jesus’ ministry was between justice and mercy. Following his steps means
striving for fairness while also showing compassion, which can be difficult when these values seem to

conflict.

Overcoming Personal Biases

We all carry biases that can cloud judgment. The question *in his steps what would jesus do*
encourages humility by reminding us to set aside personal prejudices and see the world through a lens

of unconditional love.

Walking in Jesus’ footsteps challenges us to live intentionally, thoughtfully, and with a heart open to
others. By asking ourselves *in his steps what would jesus do*, we engage in a lifelong journey of

growth, compassion, and service. This question remains relevant today, inviting each of us to reflect



on how we can contribute to a more just and loving world, one decision at a time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?'

The main theme of 'In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?' is the challenge to live a Christ-centered life

by consistently asking the question 'What would Jesus do?' in everyday decisions and actions.

Who wrote 'In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?' and when was it

published?

The book 'In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?' was written by Charles Sheldon and first published in
1896.

How did 'In His Steps’ influence Christian culture and language?

The book popularized the phrase 'What Would Jesus Do?' which became a widely recognized slogan
encouraging Christians to emulate Jesus’ example in their daily lives, influencing Christian ethics,

youth movements, and popular culture.

What is the plot of 'In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?’

The story follows a group of people in a small town who commit to asking 'What would Jesus do?'
before making any decision, leading to profound personal and social changes as they strive to live

according to Jesus' teachings.

Why is the question 'What Would Jesus Do?' significant in Christian
practice?

The question 'What Would Jesus Do?' serves as a moral compass for Christians, prompting them to



consider Jesus’ teachings and example when faced with ethical dilemmas or daily choices.

Are there modern adaptations or movements inspired by 'In His
Steps'?

Yes, the phrase 'What Would Jesus Do?' has inspired numerous books, bracelets, youth groups, and

online communities aimed at encouraging people to reflect on Jesus’ example in their lives today.

Additional Resources

**In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do? Exploring the Enduring Impact of a Timeless Question**

in his steps what would jesus do is more than just a phrase; it encapsulates a profound ethical inquiry
that has influenced religious thought, social movements, and personal decision-making for over a
century. Originating from Charles Sheldon’s 1896 novel *In His Steps*, the question “What Would
Jesus Do?” (often abbreviated as WWJD) challenges individuals to align their actions with the
teachings and example of Jesus Christ. This article delves into the origins, cultural significance, and
contemporary relevance of this influential concept, analyzing how it has shaped moral reflection and

behavior across diverse contexts.

The Historical Context and Origins of “In His Steps What

Would Jesus Do”

The phrase “in his steps what would jesus do” traces back to a pivotal moment in American religious
literature. Charles Sheldon’s novel *In His Steps* was groundbreaking for its time, presenting a
fictional narrative where characters vow to pause and ask themselves “What would Jesus do?” before
making any decision. The book’s success was monumental, selling millions of copies and sparking a

movement among Christian communities to live intentionally according to Christ’s example.



Sheldon’s novel emerged during a period marked by rapid industrialization and social upheaval in the
late 19th century. The ethical challenges posed by urban poverty, labor exploitation, and moral
ambiguity led many readers to seek practical guidance grounded in faith. “In his steps what would
jesus do” became a clarion call for social responsibility, urging believers to transcend conventional

norms and embody Christ-like compassion and integrity.

Analyzing the Ethical Dimensions of the WWJD Movement

At its core, the question “What Would Jesus Do?” functions as an ethical compass. It compels
individuals to reflect on their choices through the lens of Jesus’ teachings—love, humility, forgiveness,
and service to others. This reflective practice encourages moral consistency and challenges believers

to confront the dissonance between professed values and everyday actions.

Practical Applications in Personal and Social Ethics

The influence of “in his steps what would jesus do” extends beyond personal piety to social ethics.

For example:
¢ Decision-Making Framework: By asking WWJD, individuals consider the implications of their
actions on others, promoting empathy and altruism.

e Conflict Resolution: The emphasis on forgiveness and reconciliation rooted in Jesus’ example

guides believers in managing interpersonal conflicts.

 Social Justice: The question fosters awareness of systemic injustices and motivates action to

support marginalized communities, echoing Jesus’ ministry to the oppressed.



These applications underscore the question’s role as a catalyst for ethical behavior that transcends

religious boundaries, influencing secular moral reasoning and leadership principles.

Comparative Insight: WWJD and Other Ethical Frameworks

While “in his steps what would jesus do” is explicitly Christian, it parallels other ethical paradigms that
encourage empathy and moral deliberation. For example, the Golden Rule—*“Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you”—shares a similar ethos, as do secular philosophies like Kantian ethics,

which emphasize acting according to principles that could be universally applied.

However, the WWJD framework is distinct in its personal and relational focus. It invites believers not
only to consider abstract principles but to emulate the character and compassion of Jesus specifically.
This relational dimension adds depth to ethical reflection, encouraging a holistic integration of belief,

intention, and action.

The Cultural and Social Impact of “In His Steps What Would

Jesus Do”

The WWJD movement has experienced various waves of popularity, particularly in the late 20th
century when WWJD bracelets and merchandise became widespread symbols of faith and moral
commitment. This cultural phenomenon highlights the question’s adaptability and resonance across

generations.

Pros and Cons of Popularizing WWJD

The dissemination of “in his steps what would jesus do” as a cultural slogan presents both

advantages and challenges:



¢ Pros:

o Accessibility: The simplicity of the question makes ethical reflection approachable for a

e Cons:

broad audience.

Encouragement of Accountability: Wearing WWJD reminders fosters continuous self-

examination.

Community Building: Shared commitment to the question can strengthen faith

communities.

Oversimplification: Critics argue that the question can reduce complex moral dilemmas to

a catchphrase.

Commercialization: The mass marketing of WWJD products risks diluting its spiritual

significance.

Interpretive Variability: Diverse interpretations of Jesus’ teachings can lead to conflicting

answers to the question.

This duality illustrates the balance between fostering genuine ethical engagement and the pitfalls of

commodification in religious movements.



The Role of WWJD in Contemporary Christian Practice

Today, “in his steps what would jesus do” remains a vital question within many Christian circles, often
integrated into discipleship programs, youth ministries, and ethical training. It serves as a tool for
spiritual formation, encouraging believers to internalize Jesus’ example and translate faith into concrete

actions.

Moreover, digital platforms and social media have revitalized the conversation around WWJD, enabling
new generations to explore its implications in modern contexts, such as environmental stewardship,

social media conduct, and global humanitarian issues.

Evaluating the Enduring Relevance of “In His Steps What

Would Jesus Do”

The persistence of the WWJD question highlights its foundational role in moral inquiry. In an era
characterized by ethical complexity and cultural pluralism, the question offers a consistent point of

reference for those seeking to navigate personal and societal challenges with integrity.
However, the question’s impact ultimately depends on the depth of engagement it inspires. When
embraced as a sincere invitation to embody the virtues exemplified by Jesus, it can transform lives and

communities. Conversely, if reduced to a slogan, its potential for meaningful change diminishes.

The question “in his steps what would jesus do” remains an open-ended invitation—one that calls for

continuous exploration, dialogue, and action in pursuit of a more compassionate and just world.
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in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles M. Sheldon, 2017-04 Christians


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/in-his-steps-what-would-jesus-do.pdf

familiar with the acronym WW]D (what would Jesus do?) will find the genesis of the WW]D
movement in the pages of In His Steps. Written by the 19th century pastor, theologian, author, and
forerunner of the social gospel movement Charles Sheldon, In His Steps tells the story of Christians
who challenge themselves to live as Christ would for a year. Although the book was originally
published in 1896, modern readers will find themes that resonate with the current religious and
political atmosphere. What does it mean to be a Christian and a citizen? Does the church reflect the
teachings of Christ in daily life or are Sunday sermons and hymns merely virtuous platitudes? Follow
the lives of seven Christians as they wrestle with the practical implications of living the gospel in
Sheldon's classic In His Steps. Courtesy Andrew Hanson, ccel.org

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles M. Sheldon, Garrett W. Sheldon,
1998-09 Provocative and powerful, these two classic novels--now updated for the 1990s--will lead a
new generation of earnest Christians to deeper discipleship at home, work, school, and community.
Originally retailed for $30.98.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles M. Sheldon, 2000-02 The penetrating
and provocative question 'What would Jesus do?' in all of life's complex situations is the central
theme of this book. It is the soul-stirring novel of men and women torn between their faith and the
demands, compulsions, and temptations of life.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles Monroe Sheldon, 1984-11 This classic
presents people seeking to change their community by pledging themselves to experiment for a
whole year with the question, ‘What would Jesus do?"

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles M. Sheldon, 1899

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles M. Sheldon, 1935 This is the most
popular book ever published except for the Bible. More than 30,000,000 copies in nearly every
language have been sold.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps, What Would Jesus do? - Sheldon Charles M.
Sheldon, 2024-04-05 In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do is an intriguing book written by Charles
Sheldon and first published in 1896. The public's reception became quite remarkable: translated into
numerous languages, it reached over 30 million copies sold, and the strength and beauty of its
message, which have become even more relevant in modern times, continue to enchant and motivate
readers worldwide. It is a captivating read that every man who believes in the existence of a divine
and superior force should one day undertake.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do? Charles M.
Sheldon, 2010-06-09 In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do? by Charles Monroe Sheldon. First
published in 1897. Reproduction of 1897 Edition.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do? Charles Sheldon, Zack
Lawrence, 2012-06-14 The original, unabridged novel by Charles Sheldon (With foreword by Zack
Lawrence, producer/director of In His Steps: The Series)!The lives of the First Church of Raymond
are forever changed when a homeless wanderer bursts into their pristine routine and challenges
every conventional notion of what it means to follow Christ. As they pledge to ask themselves ?What
would Jesus do?? in every situation, Henry Maxwell, Rachel Winslow, Virginia Page, Jasper Chase
and many more find that walking in His steps will bring more challenges, and more rewards, than
they could ever have imagined! Your life will never be the same after reading this powerful tale that
has inspired for over one hundred years!

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps; "What Would Jesus Do?" Charles M. Sheldon,
1897

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Cvbs Charles M. Sheldon, 1990 One hundred
years ago Christians read Charles Sheldon's In His Steps with runaway enthusiasm. Sheldon's story
traces the account of the fictional Reverend Maxwell who challenges himself and his congregation to
constantly ask, What would Jesus do? This question puts all of life's circumstances in a new light.
Those characters in Sheldon's book who take the challenge of this question seriously live
dramatically changed lives. // But a changed life responding to Jesus' example of compassion and




grace does not always make things easier. People in Sheldon's story learn that acting like Jesus can
alienate others who prefer status quo comfort and social respectability. The real challenge of the
question, What would Jesus do? is not the initial fervor it evokes but the sustained devotion it can
produce.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles Sheldon, 2017-03-04 (Just Click on the
Sarah James Above for More Christian Books) --------- In His Steps is a best-selling religious fiction
novel written by Charles Monroe Sheldon. First published in 1896, the book has sold more than
30,000,000 copies, and ranks as one of the best-selling books of all time. In His Steps takes place in
the railroad town of Raymond, probably located in the eastern U.S.A. (Chicago, IL and the coast of
Maine are mentioned as being accessible by train), and Chicago Illinois. The main character is the
Rev. Henry Maxwell, pastor of the First Church of Raymond, who challenges his congregation to not
do anything for a whole year without first asking: What Would Jesus Do? Other characters include
Ed Norman, senior editor of the Raymond Daily Newspaper, Rachel Winslow, a talented singer, and
Virginia Page, an heiress, to name a few. The novel begins on a Friday morning when a man out of
work (later identified as Jack Manning) appears at the front door of Henry Maxwell while the latter
is preparing for that Sunday's upcoming sermon. Maxwell listens to the man's helpless plea briefly
before brushing him away and closing the door. The same man appears in church at the end of the
Sunday sermon, walks up to the open space in front of the pulpit, and faces the people. No one stops
him. He quietly but frankly confronts the congregation-I'm not complaining; just stating facts.-about
their compassion, or apathetic lack thereof, for the jobless like him in Raymond. Upon finishing his
address to the congregation, he collapses, and dies a few days later. That next Sunday, Henry
Maxwell, deeply moved by the events of the past week, presents a challenge to his congregation: Do
not do anything without first asking, ‘What would Jesus do?' This challenge is the theme of the novel
and is the driving force of the plot. From this point on, the rest of the novel consists of certain
episodes that focus on individual characters as their lives are transformed by the challenge. Scroll
Up and Get Your Blessings.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles Monroe Sheldon, 2017-01-19 The
sermon story, In His Steps, or What Would Jesus Do? was first written in the winter of 1896, and
read by the author, a chapter at a time, to his Sunday evening congregation in the Central
Congregational Church, Topeka, Kansas. It was then printed as a serial in The Advance (Chicago),
and its reception by the readers of that paper was such that the publishers of The Advance made
arrangements for its appearance in book form. It was their desire, in which the author heartily
joined, that the story might reach as many readers as possible, hence succeeding editions of
paper-covered volumes at a price within the reach of nearly all readers. The story has been warmly
and thoughtfully welcomed by Endeavor societies, temperance organizations, and Y. M. C. A. 's. It is
the earnest prayer of the author that the book may go its way with a great blessing to the churches
for the quickening of Christian discipleship, and the hastening of the Master's kingdom on
earth.Charles M. Sheldon.Topeka, Kansas, November, 1897.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do? by Charles M.
Sheldon Charles M. Sheldon, 2020-02-07 What Would Jesus Do? In His Steps: What Would Jesus
Do? is a best-selling religious fiction novel written by Charles Monroe Sheldon. First published in
1896, the book has sold more than 50,000,000 copies, and ranks as one of the best-selling books of
all time. In His Steps takes place in the railroad town of Raymond, probably located in the eastern
U.S.A,, and Chicago Illinois. The main character is the Rev. Henry Maxwell, pastor of the First
Church of Raymond, who challenges his congregation to not do anything for a whole year without
first asking: What Would Jesus Do? A True Classic for Lovers of Religious Fiction!

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps : "What Would Jesus Do ?". By Charles
Sheldon,... with Commendatory Preface by the Rev. F. B. Meyer,... Charles Monroe Sheldon,
1898

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles M Sheldon, 2015-10-03 This large
print edition is cleanly formatted for easy reading. 16 point Garamond, 1.2 spacing. One of the



bestselling books of all time, In His Steps is a Christian novel set in the railroad town of Raymond,
located in the eastern United States. Reverend Henry Maxwell, pastor of the First Church of
Raymond, challenges his congregation to not do anything for a whole year before asking: What
Would Jesus Do? With more than 30 million copies sold, this spiritual classic has been challenging
readers to self-exploration and adventure for well over a century and is as relevant today as it was
when first written. A must-read for all Christians.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Charles M. Sheldon, 2019-11-25 This
hardcover collector's edition is cleanly formatted for easy reading. 12 point Garamond, 1.2 spacing.
One of the most moving books of all time, In His Steps has been a bestselling Christian novel for
over a century. Reverend Henry Maxwell asks his church to not do anything for a whole year before
asking: What Would Jesus Do? With more than 30 million copies sold, this spiritual classic inspires
readers to look inside themselves and examine right from wrong. It is as relevant today as it was
when it was first written. An important read for all Christians.

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps "what Would Jesus Do?" Charles Monroe
Sheldon, 1898

in his steps what would jesus do: In His Steps Sheldon, 2003-06 For more than a century In
His Steps has helped Christians live more Christlike lives. I can't think of a novel that's had a greater
impact on the faith of so many believers. --Nick Harrison, author of 365 WW]JD? Daily Answers to
‘What Would Jesus Do?' What would Jesus do? When several members of an ordinary American
church are challenged to not take a single action without first asking that crucial question, they
discover the power of God to transform their own lives--and their world. Charles M. Sheldon's
provocative novel, originally published in 1896 and enthusiastically rediscovered by today's
believers, testifies dramatically to the value of Christian witness in all of life. Hendrickson Christian
Classics is planned to include all the timeless books that generations of believers have treasured.
Each volume in the series is freshly retypeset, while thoughtful new prefaces explore their spiritual
and historical contexts. For contemporary readers, this is the essential library of Christian wisdom
through the ages.
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