importance of being earnest as a comedy of
manners

**The Importance of Being Earnest as a Comedy of Manners**

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners is a fascinating topic that invites us to
explore how Oscar Wilde masterfully critiques Victorian society through wit, irony, and satire. This
play, celebrated for its sharp dialogue and clever plot twists, exemplifies the comedy of manners
genre by poking fun at social conventions, class pretensions, and the superficiality of polite society.
Understanding the importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners helps us appreciate not only
Wilde's artistic genius but also the cultural commentary embedded within his work.

What Is a Comedy of Manners?

Before diving deeper into the importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners, it’s essential to
understand what defines this genre. A comedy of manners is a form of comedic play or literature that
satirizes the behaviors, customs, and social norms of a particular class, often the aristocracy or upper
middle class. It relies heavily on witty dialogue, clever repartee, and exaggerated characters who
embody specific social stereotypes.

Characteristics of a Comedy of Manners

- ¥*Satirical Tone:** It mocks social pretensions and highlights the hypocrisy of society.

- **Witty Dialogue:** Conversations are sharp, fast-paced, and filled with irony.

- ¥*Social Commentary:** The play critiques the behavior and values of the upper classes.

- ¥**Stock Characters:** Characters often represent social archetypes—fops, dandies, hypocrites, or
schemers.

- ¥*Focus on Relationships:** Themes frequently revolve around love, marriage, and social status.

With these characteristics in mind, we can better appreciate the importance of being earnest as a
comedy of manners and how it fits perfectly within this tradition.

The Role of Satire in The Importance of Being Earnest

Oscar Wilde's play uses satire to expose the absurdities of Victorian social norms. The importance of
being earnest as a comedy of manners shines brightest in how it ridicules the era’s obsession with
appearances and the trivialities surrounding love and marriage.

Critiquing Social Conventions



At its core, the play lampoons the rigid class structures and the emphasis on maintaining
respectability. Characters invent fictitious personas, such as Jack’s alter ego “Ernest,” to escape
societal expectations. This deception highlights the superficiality of social interactions and how truth
is often sacrificed for convenience.

Marriage and Courtship as a Social Game

The importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners also scrutinizes the institution of marriage.
Wilde portrays courtship as a game governed by rules that are more about social advantage than
genuine affection. The characters’ preoccupation with names, status, and appearances during
romantic pursuits reveals the performative nature of relationships in Wilde's society.

Witty Dialogue and Wordplay: The Heartbeat of the
Play

One of the key reasons why the importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners remains so
beloved is Wilde's masterful use of language. His sparkling wit and clever wordplay not only entertain
but also deepen the satire.

Epigrams and Paradoxes

Wilde’'s use of epigrams—short, witty statements that often contain paradoxes—serves to challenge
conventional wisdom. For example, the famous line, “The truth is rarely pure and never simple,”
encapsulates the complexity beneath the surface of polite society. These linguistic flourishes keep
audiences engaged and provoke them to think critically about societal norms.

Characters as Mouthpieces of Satire

Each character’s speech patterns contribute to the comedy of manners effect. Algernon’s flippant
remarks, Lady Bracknell’'s pompous pronouncements, and Cecily’s innocent yet imaginative fantasies
all serve as vehicles for Wilde’'s critique. The dialogue’s rhythm and style mirror the social rituals it
mocks.

The Importance of Being Earnest and Victorian Society

Understanding the historical context enriches our appreciation of the importance of being earnest as
a comedy of manners. Wilde wrote during the late Victorian era, a time marked by strict social codes
and moral rigidity.



Victorian Morality and Hypocrisy

The Victorian period placed a heavy emphasis on propriety, duty, and social hierarchy. Wilde's play
exposes the contradictions and hypocrisies within this framework. For example, the characters’
fixation on trivial details—like the suitability of a name or the importance of lineage—contrasts
sharply with the genuine human emotions that are often neglected or suppressed.

Escapism and Dual Identities

The use of double lives in the play, such as Jack’s “Ernest” persona, reflects a broader theme of
escapism. Many Victorians felt constrained by societal expectations and longed for freedom to
express their true selves. Wilde cleverly uses this device to highlight the absurd lengths to which
people would go to maintain appearances.

Why The Importance of Being Earnest Still Resonates
Today

Even though the play is rooted in Victorian times, its insights into human nature and society remain
relevant. The importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners teaches us about the universality
of social pretense and the enduring human desire to be accepted.

Modern Social Satire

In today’s world, where social media and curated online personas dominate, the themes of identity
and deception in Wilde’s play feel surprisingly contemporary. The humor and critique remind us to
qguestion the facades people put up and to seek authenticity beneath the surface.

Timeless Humor and Entertainment

Beyond its social commentary, the play’s humor is timeless. The clever wordplay, absurd situations,
and memorable characters continue to entertain audiences. This enduring appeal underscores Wilde’'s
skill in blending comedy with critique, making the importance of being earnest a comedy of manners
that transcends its era.

Exploring Key Themes Through the Lens of Comedy of
Manners

The importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners is not only about humor; it also provides a
framework for exploring deeper themes.



Identity and Self-Perception

Through mistaken identities and false names, Wilde examines how people construct and perform their
identities. The comedy of manners format allows this exploration to be lighthearted yet incisive,
inviting audiences to reflect on their own social masks.

Social Class and Mobility

The play scrutinizes the rigid class distinctions of Victorian society and the challenges of social
mobility. Characters’ concerns about lineage and social standing reveal how class consciousness
shapes behavior and relationships.

Marriage as Social Contract

By portraying marriage as a strategic alliance rather than a purely romantic union, Wilde critiques
societal expectations. The humor in courting rituals and parental approval processes highlights how
societal pressures influence personal choices.

Tips for Appreciating The Importance of Being Earnest
as a Comedy of Manners

If you're new to Wilde's work or the comedy of manners genre, here are some tips to enrich your
experience:

* Pay attention to dialogue: The play’s humor and critique are embedded in its witty
exchanges. Listening closely to the wordplay enhances understanding.

e Consider historical context: Knowing about Victorian social norms helps you catch the
satire’s target.

* Observe character archetypes: Recognize how each character represents a social
stereotype or attitude.

» Reflect on themes: Think about how identity, class, and marriage are portrayed and their
relevance to modern life.

* Enjoy the absurdity: Embrace the play’s exaggerated situations and paradoxes for pure
entertainment.

These approaches deepen your appreciation of the importance of being earnest as a comedy of
manners and the nuances Wilde weaves throughout the play.



The brilliance of Oscar Wilde's *The Importance of Being Earnest* lies in its ability to entertain while
offering a mirror to society’s foibles. Its place as a comedy of manners is not just a label but a lens
through which we can view and understand human behavior, social structures, and the enduring
quest for sincerity beneath the facades.

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes 'The Importance of Being Earnest' a classic
example of a comedy of manners?

‘The Importance of Being Earnest' is a classic comedy of manners because it satirizes the social
conventions and behaviors of Victorian society, particularly focusing on issues of identity, marriage,
and social status through witty dialogue and absurd situations.

How does Oscar Wilde use humor to critique Victorian society
in 'The Importance of Being Earnest'?

Oscar Wilde employs irony, satire, and absurdity to highlight the superficiality and hypocrisy of
Victorian social norms, using humorous misunderstandings and exaggerated characters to expose the
triviality with which society treats serious institutions like marriage.

In what way do the characters in 'The Importance of Being
Earnest' embody the traits of a comedy of manners?

The characters often display exaggerated manners, social pretenses, and duplicity, engaging in witty
banter and deception that reflect the social etiquette and class consciousness typical of a comedy of
manners, thus revealing the contradictions and follies of their society.

How does the theme of identity contribute to the comedic
elements in ‘'The Importance of Being Earnest'?

The mistaken identities and pseudonyms adopted by characters create humorous situations and
misunderstandings, which are central to the comedy of manners, as they mock the rigid social
structures and the importance placed on names and social status in Victorian society.

Why is the play's focus on marriage and courtship significant
in the context of a comedy of manners?

Marriage and courtship are pivotal social institutions in Victorian society, and Wilde uses them as a
vehicle for satire by exposing the superficial reasons for marriage, the trivial disputes, and the
societal pressures involved, all of which are key features of the comedy of manners genre.



Additional Resources

The Importance of Being Earnest as a Comedy of Manners

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners lies at the heart of Oscar Wilde's
enduring play, which incisively critiques Victorian society through wit, satire, and a sparkling comedic
style. Since its debut in 1895, "The Importance of Being Earnest" has been celebrated not only as a
quintessential example of Wilde’s sharp theatrical voice but also as a vibrant comedy of manners that
exposes the absurdities and contradictions of social conventions. This article investigates the play’s
classification as a comedy of manners, exploring its thematic concerns, stylistic devices, and how
Wilde’'s work remains relevant in the context of social satire.

Understanding the Comedy of Manners Genre

The comedy of manners is a dramatic genre that satirizes the behaviors, customs, and affectations of
a particular social class, typically the aristocracy or upper middle class. Originating in the Restoration
period of 17th-century England, this genre thrives on witty dialogue, intricate plot twists, and a focus
on social etiquette and relationships, often revealing hypocrisy, superficiality, and pretension. In this
context, Wilde's play fits seamlessly, as it caricatures Victorian social norms, especially those
concerning marriage, identity, and social status.

Features of "The Importance of Being Earnest" as a Comedy of
Manners

Oscar Wilde's "The Importance of Being Earnest" incorporates several hallmark features of the
comedy of manners genre, which contribute to its critical acclaim and lasting appeal:

* Witty Dialogue and Epigrams: Wilde’'s use of clever repartee and epigrams exemplifies the
verbal dexterity typical of comedies of manners. Characters such as Algernon and Lady
Bracknell deliver sharp, humorous lines that simultaneously entertain and critique societal
norms.

» Satirical Treatment of Social Institutions: The play mocks marriage, a central Victorian
institution, by presenting it as a transactional and often superficial arrangement rather than a
romantic union. This satirical approach exposes the mercenary attitudes prevalent in Wilde's
society.

* Focus on Appearance vs. Reality: The play’s plot hinges on mistaken identities and double
lives, highlighting the tension between how individuals present themselves publicly and their
private realities—a common theme in comedies of manners.

¢ Critique of Social Etiquette and Class Consciousness: Characters obsess over trivial social
protocols, revealing the absurdity of rigid class structures and the performative nature of social
interactions.



Analyzing Themes and Social Commentary

The importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners is particularly evident in Wilde’s exploration
of Victorian morality and the superficiality of the upper class. Wilde uses humor not just for
entertainment but as a vehicle for social criticism.

Marriage and Social Expectations

Marriage in Wilde's play is portrayed less as a romantic ideal and more as a social obligation or a
means of financial and social advancement. Lady Bracknell’s interrogation of Jack’s suitability as a
suitor centers on wealth and pedigree, underscoring how Victorian society prioritized social standing
over genuine emotion. This treatment aligns with the comedy of manners tradition, which often
exposes the transactional nature of relationships among the elite.

Identity and Deception

The use of fictitious identities—most notably the invention of the persona “Ernest”—serves as a
metaphor for the performative aspects of social life. Characters adopt false names and personas to
escape societal constraints or to pursue personal desires, reflecting Wilde’s critique of the rigid and
often hypocritical codes of conduct in Victorian society. This theme resonates with the comedy of
manners’ tendency to explore the discrepancy between appearance and reality.

Stylistic Elements and Dramatic Techniques

Wilde’s mastery of language and theatrical form enhances the play’s effectiveness as a comedy of
manners.

Epigrammatic Wit

The play is renowned for its epigrams—concise, witty statements that often invert conventional
wisdom. For example, Algernon’s quip, “The truth is rarely pure and never simple,” encapsulates the
play’s skeptical view of morality and social norms. Such lines serve to both amuse and provoke
thought, a hallmark of the genre.

Farce and Plot Construction

The intricate plot, featuring misunderstandings, mistaken identities, and improbable situations,
creates comedic tension and highlights the absurdity of social conventions. Wilde’s use of farce
complements the satire, allowing audiences to laugh at the exaggerated behaviors of the upper class
while recognizing deeper social critiques.



Character Archetypes

Characters in "The Importance of Being Earnest" exemplify stock roles common in comedies of
manners: the dandy (Algernon), the austere matriarch (Lady Bracknell), the earnest suitor (Jack), and
the ingénue (Gwendolen). Through these archetypes, Wilde explores the foibles and pretensions of his
social milieu, allowing audiences to identify and reflect on similar dynamics in real life.

Comparisons with Other Comedies of Manners

To fully appreciate the importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners, it is instructive to
compare it with other notable works in the genre.

e William Congreve’s "The Way of the World": Both plays focus on marriage and social
status, but Wilde's approach is more overtly satirical and farcical, employing sharper wit and
more explicit mockery of social norms.

* Richard Sheridan’s "The School for Scandal": Like Wilde's play, Sheridan’s work exposes
hypocrisy and the superficiality of high society through gossip and deception, but Wilde's
dialogue is often more concise and epigrammatic.

e Modern Adaptations and Influences: Wilde’s influence extends to contemporary comedies
that critique social manners, demonstrating the enduring relevance of his style and thematic
concerns.

The Enduring Relevance of Wilde's Comedy of Manners

The importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners continues to resonate because it
transcends its Victorian context to comment on universal themes such as identity, social
performance, and the often arbitrary nature of societal expectations. Wilde’'s keen observations on
human behavior and social convention maintain their sharpness in modern times, making the play a
staple in theatrical repertoires worldwide.

Moreover, Wilde's combination of humor and social critique serves as a reminder that comedy of
manners is not merely entertainment but a sophisticated form of cultural examination. Through
laughter, audiences are invited to question their own social environments and the roles they play
within them.

In conclusion, Wilde's "The Importance of Being Earnest" exemplifies the comedy of manners through
its incisive satire, witty dialogue, and exploration of social mores. Its ability to entertain while
provoking reflection on the nature of identity and societal expectations secures its place as a
landmark work in both theatrical and literary history.
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importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest:
A Trivial Comedy For Serious People Oscar Wilde, 2021-01-01 The Importance of Being Earnest,
A Trivial Comedy for Serious People is a play by Oscar Wilde. First performed on 14 February 1895
at the St James's Theatre in London, it is a farcical comedy.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: Is the Importance of Being Earnest a
Comedy of Manners? A Detailed Research of Oscar Wilde's Use of Restoration Comedies' Techniques
in Creating One of His Greatest Comedies Anna L. Mavrianos, 1996

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2020-04-02 The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy of manners set in Victorian
England. Algernon lives in London and says he has a sick friend in the country. He uses visits to his
imaginary friend to get out of things. His best friend, Ernest, is also Jack and is doing the exact same
thing. Misunderstandings abound in this comedy. 'The truth is rarely pure, and never simple.’, '...in
married life three is company and two is none.' Is this play a '‘unique work of art' as Oscar Wilde
believed? Or, as a first-night reviewer claimed in 1895, it 'represents nothing, means nothing, is
nothing'? This is for you to decide.Morning-room in Algernon's flat in Half-Moon Street. The room is
luxuriously and artistically furnished. The sound of a piano is heard in the adjoining room.[Lane is
arranging afternoon tea on the table, and after the music has ceased, Algernon enters.]Algernon. Did
you hear what I was playing, Lane?Lane. I didn't think it polite to listen, sir.Algernon. I'm sorry for
that, for your sake. I don't play accurately-any one can play accurately-but I play with wonderful
expression. As far as the piano is concerned, sentiment is my forte. I keep science for Life.Lane. Yes,
sir.Algernon. And, speaking of the science of Life, have you got the cucumber sandwiches cut for
Lady Bracknell?Lane. Yes, sir. [Hands them on a salver.]Algernon. [Inspects them, takes two, and
sits down on the sofa.] Oh! . .. by the way, Lane, I see from your book that on Thursday night, when
Lord Shoreman and Mr. Worthing were dining with me, eight bottles of champagne are entered as
having been consumed.Lane. Yes, sir; eight bottles and a pint.Algernon. Why is it that at a bachelor's
establishment the servants invariably drink the champagne? I ask merely for information.Lane. I
attribute it to the superior quality of the wine, sir. [ have often observed that in married households
the champagne is rarely of a first-rate brand. Algernon. Good heavens! Is marriage so demoralising
as that?Lane. I believe it is a very pleasant state, sir. [ have had very little experience of it myself up
to the present. I have only been married once. That was in consequence of a misunderstanding
between myself and a young person.Algernon. [Languidly . ] I don't know that I am much interested
in your family life, Lane.Lane. No, sir; it is not a very interesting subject. I never think of it
myself.Algernon. Very natural, I am sure. That will do, Lane, thank you.Lane. Thank you, sir. [Lane
goes out.]JAlgernon. Lane's views on marriage seem somewhat lax. Really, if the lower orders don't
set us a good example, what on earth is the use of them? They seem, as a class, to have absolutely no
sense of moral responsibility.[Enter Lane.]Lane. Mr. Ernest Worthing.[Enter Jack.][Lane goes
out . JAlgernon. How are you, my dear Ernest? What brings you up to town?Jack. Oh, pleasure,
pleasure! What else should bring one anywhere? Eating as usual, I see, Algy! Algernon. [Stiffly . ]I
believe it is customary in good society to take some slight refreshment at five o'clock. Where have
you been since last Thursday?]ack. [Sitting down on the sofa.] In the country.Algernon. What on
earth do you do there?Jack. [Pulling off his gloves . ] When one is in town one amuses oneself. When
one is in the country one amuses other people. It is excessively boring.Algernon. And who are the
people you amuse?Jack. [Airily . ] Oh, neighbours, neighbours.Algernon. Got nice neighbours in your
part of Shropshire?]Jack. Perfectly horrid! Never speak to one of them.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2020-11-16 The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy of manners set in Victorian
England. Algernon lives in London and says he has a sick friend in the country. He uses visits to his
imaginary friend to get out of things. His best friend, Ernest, is also Jack and is doing the exact same
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thing. Misunderstandings abound in this comedy. "The truth is rarely pure, and never simple.', '...in
married life three is company and two is none.' Is this play a 'unique work of art' as Oscar Wilde
believed? Or, as a first-night reviewer claimed in 1895, it 'represents nothing, means nothing, is
nothing'? This is for you to decide.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest -
Oscar Wilde Harold Bloom, 2013 Provides a collection of critical essays on Wilde's comedic play The
Importance of Being Earnest arranged in chronological order of publication.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest?
Oscar Wilde, 2017-04-22 Oscar Wilde's brilliant play, The Importance of Being Earnest, is a witty
and buoyant comedy of manners that has delighted millions.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2020-11-16 The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy of manners set in Victorian
England. Algernon lives in London and says he has a sick friend in the country. He uses visits to his
imaginary friend to get out of things. His best friend, Ernest, is also Jack and is doing the exact same
thing. Misunderstandings abound in this comedy. 'The truth is rarely pure, and never simple.’, '...in
married life three is company and two is none.' Is this play a 'unique work of art' as Oscar Wilde
believed? Or, as a first-night reviewer claimed in 1895, it 'represents nothing, means nothing, is
nothing'? This is for you to decide.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: Oscar Wilde Karl Beckson,
2003-09-02 This set comprises 40 volumes covering 19th and 20th century European and American
authors. These volumes will be available as a complete set, mini boxed sets (by theme) or as
individual volumes. This second set compliments the first 68 volume set of Critical Heritage
published by Routledge in October 1995.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The importance of being earnest,
a trivial comedy for serious people by the author of Lady Windermere's fan Oscar Fingall
O'F.W. Wilde, 1899

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2020-02-28 The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy of manners set in Victorian
England. Algernon lives in London and says he has a sick friend in the country. He uses visits to his
imaginary friend to get out of things. His best friend, Ernest, is also Jack and is doing the exact same
thing. Misunderstandings abound in this comedy. 'The truth is rarely pure, and never simple.’, '...in
married life three is company and two is none.' Is this play a ‘unique work of art' as Oscar Wilde
believed? Or, as a first-night reviewer claimed in 1895, it 'represents nothing, means nothing, is
nothing'? This is for you to decide.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2024-12-29 The Importance of Being Earnest - A Hilarious Comedy of Manners and
Mistaken Identities Dive into the dazzling world of Victorian high society with Oscar Wilde's The
Importance of Being Earnest, a witty and satirical masterpiece that turns social norms on their head.
Filled with sharp dialogue, absurd situations, and unforgettable characters, this play is a timeless
delight that proves there's nothing more important than being earnest-or is there? Jack Worthing
and Algernon Moncrieff have a secret: each leads a double life to escape the confines of societal
expectations. But when love enters the picture, their deceptions spiral into chaos, complete with
mistaken identities, outrageous revelations, and plenty of cucumber sandwiches. Wilde's sparkling
humor and razor-sharp observations make this comedy a joyful critique of love, marriage, and the
ridiculousness of social conventions. Perfect for readers who love: Quick-witted banter and clever
wordplay Laugh-out-loud moments with a satirical edge Stories that blend romance with hilarious
misunderstandings Whether you're discovering Wilde for the first time or revisiting a favorite
classic, The Importance of Being Earnest will keep you laughing, thinking, and quoting its brilliance
long after the final curtain falls. Add this theatrical treasure to your collection today and experience
the hilarity and charm of Oscar Wilde's finest work.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: A Study of Shakspere Russell Potter,




1926

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2020-04-02 The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy of manners set in Victorian
England. Algernon lives in London and says he has a sick friend in the country. He uses visits to his
imaginary friend to get out of things. His best friend, Ernest, is also Jack and is doing the exact same
thing. Misunderstandings abound in this comedy. "The truth is rarely pure, and never simple.', '...in
married life three is company and two is none.' Is this play a ‘unique work of art' as Oscar Wilde
believed? Or, as a first-night reviewer claimed in 1895, it 'represents nothing, means nothing, is
nothing'? This is for you to decide.Morning-room in Algernon's flat in Half-Moon Street. The room is
luxuriously and artistically furnished. The sound of a piano is heard in the adjoining room.[Lane is
arranging afternoon tea on the table, and after the music has ceased, Algernon enters.]Algernon. Did
you hear what I was playing, Lane?Lane. I didn't think it polite to listen, sir.Algernon. I'm sorry for
that, for your sake. I don't play accurately-any one can play accurately-but I play with wonderful
expression. As far as the piano is concerned, sentiment is my forte. I keep science for Life.Lane. Yes,
sir.Algernon. And, speaking of the science of Life, have you got the cucumber sandwiches cut for
Lady Bracknell?Lane. Yes, sir. [Hands them on a salver.]Algernon. [Inspects them, takes two, and
sits down on the sofa.] Oh! . .. by the way, Lane, I see from your book that on Thursday night, when
Lord Shoreman and Mr. Worthing were dining with me, eight bottles of champagne are entered as
having been consumed.Lane. Yes, sir; eight bottles and a pint.Algernon. Why is it that at a bachelor's
establishment the servants invariably drink the champagne? I ask merely for information.Lane. I
attribute it to the superior quality of the wine, sir. I have often observed that in married households
the champagne is rarely of a first-rate brand. Algernon. Good heavens! Is marriage so demoralising
as that?Lane. I believe it is a very pleasant state, sir. [ have had very little experience of it myself up
to the present. I have only been married once. That was in consequence of a misunderstanding
between myself and a young person.Algernon. [Languidly . ]I don't know that I am much interested
in your family life, Lane.Lane. No, sir; it is not a very interesting subject. I never think of it
myself.Algernon. Very natural, I am sure. That will do, Lane, thank you.Lane. Thank you, sir. [Lane
goes out.]JAlgernon. Lane's views on marriage seem somewhat lax. Really, if the lower orders don't
set us a good example, what on earth is the use of them? They seem, as a class, to have absolutely no
sense of moral responsibility.[Enter Lane.]Lane. Mr. Ernest Worthing.[Enter Jack.][Lane goes
out . JAlgernon. How are you, my dear Ernest? What brings you up to town?Jack. Oh, pleasure,
pleasure! What else should bring one anywhere? Eating as usual, I see, Algy! Algernon. [Stiffly . ]I
believe it is customary in good society to take some slight refreshment at five o'clock. Where have
you been since last Thursday?]ack. [Sitting down on the sofa.] In the country.Algernon. What on
earth do you do there?Jack. [Pulling off his gloves . ] When one is in town one amuses oneself. When
one is in the country one amuses other people. It is excessively boring.Algernon. And who are the
people you amuse?Jack. [Airily . ] Oh, neighbours, neighbours.Algernon. Got nice neighbours in your
part of Shropshire?Jack. Perfectly horrid! Never speak to one of them.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde, 2020-05-14 The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy of manners set in Victorian
England. Algernon lives in London and says he has a sick friend in the country. He uses visits to his
imaginary friend to get out of things. His best friend, Ernest, is also Jack and is doing the exact same
thing. Misunderstandings abound in this comedy. 'The truth is rarely pure, and never simple.’, '...in
married life three is company and two is none.' Is this play a ‘unique work of art' as Oscar Wilde
believed? Or, as a first-night reviewer claimed in 1895, it 'represents nothing, means nothing, is
nothing'? This is for you to decide.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: Oscar Wilde's Society Plays
Michael Y. Bennett, 2016-01-12 As the first collection of essays about Oscar Wilde's comedies, the
contributors re-evaluate Oscar Wilde's society plays as 'comedies of manners to see whether this is
actually an apt way to read Wilde's most emblematic plays. Focusing on both the context and the
texts, the collection locates Wilde both in his social and literary contexts.



importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: Poetry and Drama Kathleen Kuiper
Manager, Arts and Culture, 2011-08-15 Discusses the literary concepts and terms used in poetry and
dramatic literature, including the different styles of poetry and drama, and each style's origins.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: A Theory of Parody Linda Hutcheon,
2023-11-21 In this major study of a flexible and multifaceted mode of expression, Linda Hutcheon
looks at works of modern literature, visual art, music, film, theater, and architecture to arrive at a
comprehensive assessment of what parody is and what it does. Hutcheon identifies parody as one of
the major forms of modern self-reflexivity, one that marks the intersection of invention and critique
and offers an important mode of coming to terms with the texts and discourses of the past. Looking
at works as diverse as Tom Stoppard's Rosenkrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, Brian de Palma's
Dressed to Kill, Woody Allen's Zelig, Karlheinz Stockhausen's Hymnen, James Joyce's Ulysses, and
Magritte's This Is Not a Pipe, Hutcheon discusses the remarkable range of intent in modern parody
while distinguishing it from pastiche, burlesque, travesty, and satire. She shows how parody,
through ironic playing with multiple conventions, combines creative expression with critical
commentary. Its productive-creative approach to tradition results in a modern recoding that
establishes difference at the heart of similarity. In a new introduction, Hutcheon discusses why
parody continues to fascinate her and why it is commonly viewed as suspect--for being either too
ideologically shifty or too much of a threat to the ownership of intellectual and creative property.

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: University of North Carolina
Extension Bulletin University of North Carolina (1793-1962). University Extension Division, 1925

importance of being earnest as a comedy of manners: A/AS Level English Literature B for
AQA Student Book Carol Atherton, Andrew Green, Gary Snapper, 2015-06-04 A new series of
bespoke, full-coverage resources developed for the 2015 A Level English qualifications. Endorsed for
the AQA A/AS Level English Literature B specifications for first teaching from 2015, this print
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