how to write a fractured fairy tale

How to Write a Fractured Fairy Tale: A Creative Guide to Twisting Classic
Stories

how to write a fractured fairy tale is a question that many aspiring writers
and storytellers ask themselves when they want to breathe new life into old,
familiar stories. Fractured fairy tales are playful retellings of traditional
fairy tales, where the original plot, characters, or settings are twisted,
flipped, or reimagined in a creative way. These stories capture the charm of
classic fairy tales while offering fresh perspectives, humor, and unexpected
surprises. If you’'re eager to craft your own fractured fairy tale, this guide
will walk you through the process with practical tips, creative ideas, and
insights into what makes these stories so engaging.

Understanding the Essence of a Fractured Fairy
Tale

Before diving into the writing process, it'’s important to grasp what exactly
a fractured fairy tale entails. Unlike a straightforward retelling, fractured
fairy tales deliberately alter key elements of the original story. This can
mean changing the characters’ roles, setting the story in an unconventional
place, or even blending multiple fairy tales together. The goal is to
entertain readers by subverting their expectations while maintaining a
connection to the source material.

Fractured fairy tales often incorporate humor, irony, and modern themes,
making them appealing to both children and adults. They encourage creativity
and critical thinking by inviting readers to see familiar stories from a new
angle. Understanding this foundation will help you approach your writing with
the right mindset.

How to Write a Fractured Fairy Tale: Getting
Started

Selecting the Fairy Tale to Fracture

The first step in learning how to write a fractured fairy tale is choosing
the original story you want to reinvent. Classic tales like "Cinderella,"
"Little Red Riding Hood," "The Three Little Pigs," or "Jack and the
Beanstalk" are popular choices because they’re widely known and have
established narratives that you can play with.



Consider what aspects of the story intrigue you the most or which parts you
think could be twisted in a fun or meaningful way. Maybe you want to explore
the villain’s perspective, or perhaps you want to set the tale in a
futuristic world. Picking a story you’'re passionate about will fuel your
creativity throughout the writing process.

Identifying Elements to Twist or Change

Once you have your fairy tale, start brainstorming how to fracture it. You
might ask yourself questions such as:

- What if the protagonist made different choices?

- How would the story change if the villain was actually the hero?

- What happens if the setting is changed to space, a modern city, or a
different culture?

- Could the story be told from the perspective of a secondary character?
- What if the morals or lessons of the story were flipped?

This stage is all about experimenting with different possibilities to create
a unique spin on the original narrative.

Techniques and Tips for Writing Your Fractured
Fairy Tale

Play with Point of View and Voice

One of the most effective ways to fracture a fairy tale is by changing the
narrator or the storytelling style. For example, telling "The Three Little
Pigs" from the wolf’s point of view adds humor and empathy for a character
traditionally seen as the villain. Similarly, using a sarcastic or whimsical
narrative voice can give the story a fresh and entertaining tone.

Experiment with first-person, third-person, or even multiple narrators. A
fractured fairy tale can also be presented as a letter, diary entry, or
interview, depending on how you want to engage your readers.

Incorporate Modern Themes and Language

To make your fractured fairy tale resonate with today’'s audience, weave in
contemporary themes like friendship, diversity, environmentalism, or
technology. Updating the language to reflect modern speech or slang can also
add relatability and humor.



For example, a fractured version of "Sleeping Beauty" could take place in a
digital age where the princess falls into a "social media slumber," or
"Goldilocks and the Three Bears" might explore themes of personal boundaries
and consent in a kid-friendly way.

Use Humor and Satire

Humor is a cornerstone of many fractured fairy tales. Satirical twists on
traditional morals or character motivations can make your story not only
entertaining but thought-provoking as well. Playful exaggerations, puns, and
unexpected plot twists keep readers engaged and eager to see what happens
next.

Remember, humor doesn’t need to be slapstick; subtle irony or clever wordplay
can be just as effective. The key is to balance respect for the original
story with fresh, witty commentary.

Blend Genres and Styles

Don’t hesitate to mix genres when writing your fractured fairy tale.
Combining elements of mystery, science fiction, fantasy, or even horror can
add depth and excitement to your story. For instance, a fractured "Hansel and
Gretel" set in a dystopian future or a detective-style "Snow White" can
captivate readers who enjoy genre-bending narratives.

Experimenting with different styles and tones allows you to push the
boundaries of traditional storytelling and create a truly original piece.

Crafting Compelling Characters and Plot Twists

Redefine Character Roles

In fractured fairy tales, character roles are often reversed or reimagined.
The villain might become misunderstood, the hero could display flaws, or side
characters might take center stage. Developing multi-dimensional characters
with clear motivations makes your story richer and more relatable.

Consider giving characters unique voices and quirks that distinguish them
from their traditional counterparts. This helps readers connect with them and
keeps the story dynamic.



Develop Surprising Plot Twists

A fractured fairy tale thrives on unexpected turns. Plan plot twists that
challenge the original story’s outcomes without confusing your readers. For
example, what if the glass slipper in "Cinderella" fits someone else? Or if
"Rapunzel"” escapes not by a prince’s help but through her own cleverness?

Plot twists should enhance the story’s themes and add layers of meaning. They
can be humorous, dramatic, or thought-provoking, depending on the tone you
want to set.

Polishing Your Fractured Fairy Tale

Revise for Clarity and Flow

After drafting your fractured fairy tale, take time to revise. Ensure that
the story flows smoothly and that the fractured elements are clear and
purposeful. Avoid confusing readers with too many sudden changes; instead,
guide them through your creative twists with well-crafted transitions.

Reading your story aloud or sharing it with beta readers can help identify
areas that need improvement or clarification.

Enhance with Illustrations or Visual Elements

If your fractured fairy tale is intended for children or a visual medium,
consider incorporating illustrations or visual storytelling elements. Artwork
can complement the humor and creativity of your fractured tale, making it
more engaging and memorable.

Even simple drawings or graphic elements can enhance the reader’s experience
and bring your unique vision to life.

Finding Inspiration and Encouragement

Writing a fractured fairy tale can be a fun but challenging endeavor. To stay
inspired, read a variety of fractured fairy tales and modern retellings.
Authors 1like Roald Dahl, Jon Scieszka, and Shel Silverstein have crafted
stories that play with traditional narratives in inventive ways. Exploring
their work can spark ideas and show different approaches to the genre.

Participating in writing workshops or storytelling groups can also provide



valuable feedback and motivation. Remember, the beauty of fractured fairy
tales lies in their limitless potential for creativity and reinvention.

By embracing your imagination and daring to twist the familiar, you can
create fractured fairy tales that entertain, surprise, and resonate with
readers of all ages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a fractured fairy tale?

A fractured fairy tale is a creative retelling of a traditional fairy tale
that changes key elements such as characters, settings, or plot to create a
new, often humorous or unexpected version of the story.

How do I start writing a fractured fairy tale?

Begin by choosing a classic fairy tale you want to retell. Identify its main
elements—characters, setting, plot—and think about how you can twist or
invert these elements to create a fresh, unique story.

What are some techniques to make a fractured fairy
tale interesting?

To make your fractured fairy tale interesting, try changing the point of
view, adding modern or unexpected elements, altering the ending, or mixing
genres. Adding humor and surprising twists also helps engage readers.

How can I create new characters for my fractured
fairy tale?

You can create new characters by reimagining existing ones with different
traits or roles, or by introducing entirely new characters that influence the
story in unexpected ways. Consider what kind of personality or background
would add depth or humor to your tale.

What are common themes to explore in fractured fairy
tales?

Common themes in fractured fairy tales include challenging traditional roles,
exploring moral ambiguity, highlighting modern issues, or emphasizing
empowerment and diversity. These themes allow you to add meaningful
commentary while entertaining your audience.



Additional Resources

How to Write a Fractured Fairy Tale: A Professional Guide to Crafting Classic
Stories with a Twist

how to write a fractured fairy tale is a question that intrigues both
aspiring writers and educators aiming to engage readers with fresh
perspectives on familiar narratives. Fractured fairy tales, by design,
subvert traditional storytelling conventions by reimagining classic fairy
tales through alterations in plot, character roles, settings, or themes. This
literary approach offers a creative playground for authors to explore
contemporary issues, humor, or alternative viewpoints while maintaining the
recognizable framework of beloved stories.

Understanding the nuances of how to write a fractured fairy tale requires a
deep dive into the mechanics of fairy tale structures, the techniques for
effective subversion, and the balance between homage and innovation. This
article investigates these components in detail, providing a comprehensive
roadmap for writers seeking to master this unique genre.

What Defines a Fractured Fairy Tale?

At its core, a fractured fairy tale takes a well-known fairy tale and
deliberately distorts an element to create a new narrative experience. Unlike
retellings that may modernize or expand a story while retaining its original
essence, fractured fairy tales often inject humor, irony, or critical
commentary by flipping expectations.

The defining features include:

Altered Perspective: Changing the narrator or focal character to offer a
fresh viewpoint.

e Plot Twists: Introducing unexpected developments that challenge the
original storyline.

e Character Role Reversals: Reimagining heroes as villains or vice versa.

e Setting Changes: Moving the story to a different time period or
environment.

e Thematic Shifts: Using the tale to explore contemporary social or moral
issues.

These elements collectively create a dynamic interplay between familiarity
and novelty, which is crucial when examining how to write a fractured fairy



tale effectively.

Key Steps in Writing a Fractured Fairy Tale

1. Selecting the Source Fairy Tale

The first step involves choosing a classic fairy tale to serve as the
foundation. Popular choices include "Cinderella," "Little Red Riding Hood,"
"The Three Little Pigs," and "Sleeping Beauty." The selection process should
consider how well the original tale’s themes and characters lend themselves
to reinterpretation.

The familiarity of the story among the target audience is vital. A well-known
narrative allows readers to appreciate the subversions and nuances
introduced. For example, “Little Red Riding Hood” is frequently fractured

because its straightforward plot and iconic characters provide ample
opportunity for twists.

2. Identifying the Element to Fracture

Once the base story is chosen, the writer must pinpoint which aspect to
alter. This could be:

e The protagonist’s motivation or background.

e The moral or lesson conveyed.

e The story’s setting or timeline.

e The roles of supporting characters.

This decision shapes the narrative’s direction and tone. For instance, in a
fractured version of "The Three Little Pigs," the pigs might be portrayed as
antagonists, challenging the traditional hero-villain dichotomy.

3. Developing a Unique Narrative Voice

A fractured fairy tale often benefits from a distinct narrative voice that
complements its playful or critical tone. Writers should consider whether the
story will be told from a humorous, satirical, or earnest perspective.



Establishing this voice early aids in maintaining consistency and enhances
the impact of the fractured elements. For example, a sarcastic narrator can
underscore the absurdity of certain fairy tale tropes, making the retelling
more engaging.

4. Crafting the Plot with Intentional Twists

The plot should clearly diverge from the original, with twists that are both
surprising and meaningful. Writers must carefully balance innovation with
coherence; the story needs to feel fresh yet plausible within its own logic.

Plot devices such as unreliable narrators, non-linear timelines, or meta-
fictional commentary can enrich the fractured narrative. For example, a
fractured "Sleeping Beauty" might reveal that the curse was a
misunderstanding, explored through the princess’s point of view.

5. Incorporating Contemporary Themes

Many modern fractured fairy tales incorporate themes relevant to today’s
readers, such as gender roles, environmentalism, or social justice. This
thematic layering adds depth and resonance beyond mere comedic effect.

For instance, reimagining "Beauty and the Beast" with a focus on consent and
autonomy can challenge outdated tropes while preserving the story’s emotional
core.

Techniques and Literary Devices in Fractured
Fairy Tales

Understanding how to write a fractured fairy tale also involves mastering
certain literary techniques that enhance the reimagining process.

Parody and Satire

Parody exaggerates and mocks the original story’s conventions, often for
comedic effect. Satire, by contrast, uses humor as a tool for critique. Both
techniques are prevalent in fractured fairy tales, allowing writers to
question cultural norms embedded in traditional narratives.



Role Reversal and Perspective Shifts

Shifting the point of view to a minor or villainous character creates new
insights and challenges the reader’s assumptions. This approach humanizes
antagonists or exposes flaws in the hero’s journey.

Intertextuality and Meta-Narrative

Fractured fairy tales often reference other stories or acknowledge their own
storytelling nature. This self-awareness can add layers of complexity and
invite readers to engage critically with the text.

Pros and Cons of Writing Fractured Fairy Tales

Exploring the advantages and potential pitfalls provides a balanced view of
this genre’s creative opportunities.

Pros

* Encourages Creativity: Writers experiment with plot and character in
unconventional ways.

e Engages Diverse Audiences: Appeals to readers who enjoy humor, critical
thinking, and familiar stories reimagined.

* Facilitates Social Commentary: Offers a platform to address contemporary
issues through allegory.

Cons

e Risk of Alienating Purists: Some readers may resist changes to cherished
tales.

e Balancing Act: Maintaining coherence while subverting expectations can
be challenging.

* Market Saturation: With many fractured fairy tales available, standing
out requires originality.



Examples of Successful Fractured Fairy Tales

Studying notable works can illuminate effective strategies for how to write a
fractured fairy tale.

e The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka — Told from the
wolf’s perspective, this story humorously reinterprets the classic
conflict.

e Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West by Gregory
Maguire — Offers a complex backstory for a traditionally villainous

character, challenging black-and-white moral frameworks.

e Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine — A retelling of Cinderella with a
strong, proactive heroine and a twist on magical elements.

These examples illustrate different approaches, from humor to character
depth, enriching the fractured fairy tale genre.

Writing Tips for Aspiring Authors

To successfully navigate how to write a fractured fairy tale, consider the
following best practices:

1. Research Original Tales: Understand the source material thoroughly to
identify the best points for innovation.

2. Experiment with Tone: Decide early if the story will be comedic, dark,
or reflective, and maintain consistency.

3. Test Reader Reactions: Share drafts with diverse audiences to gauge how
the fractured elements resonate.

4. Balance Respect and Rebellion: Honor the original story’s spirit while
confidently introducing changes.

5. Use Clear Language: Ensure that twists and reinterpretations are
accessible to your intended readership.

Mastering these techniques can elevate a fractured fairy tale from mere



parody to an insightful and memorable work of literature.

The art of how to write a fractured fairy tale invites writers to challenge
narrative conventions and breathe new life into timeless stories. By blending
creativity with critical insight, authors can craft works that entertain,
provoke thought, and connect with readers across generations.

How To Write A Fractured Fairy Tale

how to write a fractured fairy tale: How to Write a Fractured Fairy Tale Nel Yomtov,
2013-08-01 This book teaches readers how to plan and write fractured fairy tales. They will discover
what a fractured fairy tale is, how to prepare a plot outline, develop characters, revise and edit the
story, and write a final draft of the narrative. A variety of activities provide hints and tips along the
way to support the development of characters, clear event sequences, plot elements, and the overall
creative writing process.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Writing a Fractured Fairy Tale Cecilia Minden,
2020-01-01 Writing is an important skill that kids use almost every day. The goal of the Write it
Right series is to make kids writing experts. Writing a Fractured Fairy Tale is full of tips and tricks
to help kids fracture their own tale, from mixing up characters to creating conflict. This book
includes a table of contents, glossary, index, author biography, activities, and instructions.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Write Your Own Fairy Tale Natalie M. Rosinsky, 2008
Want to be a writer? This is the perfect place to start. The write your own series will teach you hot to
craft believable characters and intense plots, along with satisfying beginnings, middles, and endings.
Examples from numerous books appear throughout the text, along with tips from published authors
to help you along.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Fractured Fairy Tales Gr. 4-6 ,

how to write a fractured fairy tale: 6 + 1 Traits of Writing Ruth Culham, 2003 Assessing
and teaching the most important qualities of good writing has never been easier.Ideas, Organization,
Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Conventions, and Presentation. Look at good writing in any
genre, and you'll find these traits. Think of them as the fuel that stokes the engine of writing. With
this book, teachers will learn how to assess student work for these traits and plan instruction. And
they'll be amazed at how the writing in their classroom improves. Includes scoring guides, focus
lessons, and activities for teaching each trait. For use with Grades 3 & Up.;Assessing and teaching
the most important qualities of good writing has never been easier. ;The 6+1 Traits of Writing model
is used throughout the United States and the world. It has become a highly respected, essential tool
for evaluating student writing and planning instruction. Its primary author, Ruth Culham, is unit
manager for the assessment program at Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) in
Portland, Oregon. As the recognized expert in 6+1 Traits of Writing model, she conducts workshops,
designs institutes, writes extensively on the topic. Prior to joining NWREL, Ruth was a classroom
teacher for 19 years.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Writing Activities for Every Month of the School Year
Carol H. Behrman, 1997-07-21 Here's a unique collection of 340 reproducible writing process
activity sheets that capitalize on students' natural interest in holidays and special events while
reinforcing your writing skills curriculum! Organized into ten monthly sections, September through
June, each month including over 30 writing activity sheets like these for November: Athletic Words
(sentence writing), Last Leaf on the Tree (paragraph writing), and World Without TV (essay writing).

how to write a fractured fairy tale: How to Write a Lab Report Nel Yomtov, 2013-08-01
This book teaches readers how to plan and write lab reports. They will discover how to use the



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/how-to-write-a-fractured-fairy-tale.pdf

scientific method to perform experiments, how to collect and organize data, and how to present their
findings in a clear and compelling way using temporal words and descriptive language appropriate
to the task. A variety of exciting activities provide hints and tips along the way to help students
introduce a topic, write using precise language, incorporate facts and details, and draw evidence
from their data.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Fairy Tales with a Black Consciousness Vivian
Yenika-Agbaw, Ruth McKoy Lowery, Laretta Henderson, 2013-07-05 The all new essays in this book
discuss black cultural retellings of traditional, European fairy tales. The representation of black
protagonists in such tales helps to shape children's ideas about themselves and the world
beyond--which can ignite a will to read books representing diverse characters. The need for a
multicultural text set which includes the multiplicity of cultures within the black diaspora is
discussed. The tales referenced in the text are rich in perspective: they are Aesop's fables,
Cinderella, Rapunzel and Ananse. Readers will see that stories from black perspectives adhere to the
dictates of traditional literary conventions while still steeped in literary traditions traceable to Africa
or the diaspora.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Writing Mini-Lessons for Upper Grades Patricia M.
Cunningham, Dorothy P. Hall, Amanda B. Arens, 2003-03-01 Mini-lessons on: The procedures of
writing, the Conventions of writing, The craft of writing.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: The Common Core Companion: Booster Lessons, Grades
3-5 Leslie Blauman, 2015-07-14 Skill-building through potent instruction, day by day In these
much-anticipated sequels to The Common Core Companion, Janiel Wagstaff and Leslie Blauman
provide a collection of connected lessons and formative writing assessments that bring
Monday-to-Friday clarity to the task of integrating reading and writing with ELA standards. In each
volume, the 50+ lessons are divided into fi ve, week-long learning sequences addressing key
literacygoals. A best-practice glossary, If/Then charts, unit-planning calendars, and other tools round
out these essential references, both in book and online. Follow each sequence and week by week,
you’ll build the instructional potency to help students achieve a year’s worth of growth as you
integrate: Writing Narratives with Identifying Sensory Words in Text Research with Identifying
Topic and Details Opinion Writing with Close Reading for Text Evidence Comparing and Contrasting
with Publishing Using Digital Tools Informative Writing with Use of Text Features

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Parallel Curriculum Units for Grades K[]5 Marcia B.
Imbeau, 2011-01-11 Since intelligence can be influenced by circumstance and environment, The
Parallel Curriculum Model Unit, K-5, shows elementary educators how to provide clear unit planning
utilizing the empirical-based model. Broken out into 4 sections, this resource provides the following:
1) a chapter on each content unit in K-5 literacy, mathematics, social studies and science using the
Model; 2) a content framework based on national and content standards; 3) unit assessments, and 4)
unit sequence as well as teacher reflection lessons. Approximately 5-7 lessons of each content area
will be provided in every chapter in this handy resource. The opening chapter defines what The
Parallel Curriculum is and discusses how this researched-based curriculum can be created and
utilized for gifted learners, learners with special needs, as well as general education students.
Recognizing that curricula should be flexible to meet the needs of all learners, The Parallel
Curriculum Model Unit Book, K-5, provides a educational rationale for developing a new curriculum
model, gives a brief overview of the theoretical underpinnings of the model, and aims to help
practitioners apply the specific units and lessons in the classroom.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Writing for the Web Lynda Felder, 2012 Many books offer
instruction on how to use software programs to build Web sites, podcasts, and illustrations. But
‘Writing for the Web' explains when and why an author might choose an illustration over a
photograph, motion graphics over text, or a slice of Beethoven's Fifth over the sound of a bubbling
brook. Focusing on storytelling techniques that work best for digital media, this book describes the
essential skills and tools in a Web author's toolbox, including a thorough understanding of grammar
and style, a critical eye for photography, and an ear for just the right sound byte for a podcast.



how to write a fractured fairy tale: Brain Quest Workbook: Grade 5 Bridget Heos,
2015-05-05 Introducing an essential addition to the 5-million-copy bestselling Brain Quest Workbook
series! 5th graders can reinforce what they learn in school with a workbook from Brain Quest. The
book boasts 300 pages jam-packed with curriculum-based activities and exercises in every subject,
with a focus on math and language arts. Original full-color illustrations throughout give the book a
bright, lively style that will appeal to older kids. It is engaging, user-friendly, and written to make
schoolwork fun. Fifth graders will enhance their skills in reading comprehension, multiplication and
division, fractions and decimals, algebraic thinking, and probability and data. The workbook covers
spelling and vocabulary, writing, social studies, science, and more. Written in consultation with the
Brain Quest Advisory Panel of award-winning teachers specific to each grade level, and with all
content aligned with Common Core standards. Plus fun stuff: Each workbook comes with a mini-deck
with 100 all-new Brain Quest questions and answers.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Secrets of Storytelling Natalie Rompella, 2020-07-14
Master the magic of storytelling—100 creative, short fiction prompts for writers age 8 to 12 Whether
you're just getting started or you've already written a ton of stories, practice makes perfect when it
comes to writing for kids. Build your skills the fun way with Secrets of Storytelling; it's packed with
dozens of short, creative fiction prompts and plenty of space so you can write to your heart's
content. Don't be afraid to think outside the box, make mistakes, and get weird with words! Prompts
and fun activities about writing for kids inspire you to get creative and help you build intriguing
plots, strong characters, and vivid settings for your stories. It's time to unleash your inner author!
All books about writing for kids should include: Fun activities—Explore engaging exercises that get
your creativity flowing, including brainstorming, filling in the blanks, and beyond. Tips on writing for
kids—Learn simple strategies for crafting strong storylines, and get pointers for overcoming writer's
block, editing your work, and more. Quotes for creativity—Discover inspirational and motivational
quotes from famous writers. Step up your storytelling skills with the short, creative fiction prompts
and fun activities inside this book about writing for kids. This book makes a perfect Christmas gift or
stocking stuffer for kids who love to write, sparking creativity and fun!

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Creativity and Children's Literature Marianne Saccardi,
2014-07-31 Today's students need to be able to do more than score well on tests—they must be
creative thinkers and problem solvers. The tools in this book will help teachers and parents start
students on the path to becoming innovative, successful individuals in the 21st century workforce.
The children in classrooms today will soon become adult members of society: they will need to apply
divergent thinking skills to be effective in all aspects of their lives, regardless of their specific
occupation. How well your students meet complicated challenges and take advantage of the
opportunities before them decades down the road will depend largely upon the kind of thinking they
are trained and encouraged to do today. This book provides a game plan for busy librarians and
teachers to develop their students' abilities to arrive at new ideas by utilizing children's books at
hand. Following an introduction in which the author defines divergent thinking, discusses its
characteristics, and establishes its vital importance, chapters dedicated to types of literature for
children such as fantasy, poetry, and non-fiction present specific titles and relevant activities geared
to fostering divergent thinking in young minds. Parents will find the recommendations of the kinds
of books to read with their children and explanations of how to engage their children in
conversations that will help their creative thinking skills extremely beneficial. The book also includes
a case study of a fourth-grade class that applied the principles of divergent thinking to imagine
innovative designs and come up with new ideas while studying a social studies/science unit on
ecology.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Pencils Down! Paula Greene, 2012-09-21 Pencils Down!
has been forty-five years in the making. It is hoped that by sharing classroom experiences, the
reader will be entertained, enlightened, and educated. The ideas presented are written for all
educators: veteran, novice, substitute and student teachers, parents who homeschool, college and
university professors, as well as for anyone who has a child in his or her care. The guide offers the



fruit of my experiences, gleaned from a lifetime in the classroom. Writing this book has been a labor
of love, and it is my sincere hope that all educators reading this book will find some fresh insight
into the wonderful profession of teaching. Pencils Down! will take you on a journey whose itinerary
begins in elementary school and spans more than four decades. I have taken that journey at the head
of the class. Many an author has written a book on education without ever having stepped into a real
classroom. I have stepped into many classrooms, many times, over many years, and now feel
qualified to write my first book. Having successfully survived as a teacher forty-five years in the
public and private sectors of both the New York and Nevada school systems prompted me to write
this book, a book packed with lessons that work, school humor, enrichment activities, and sage
advice ready to be used by anyone who desires to instill a love of learning in a child. You may wish to
do many of the lessons with your students. Most of the text deals with activities based on beloved
childrens books. I have selected more than fifty childrens books I most enjoyed reading and teaching
my students. Although some of these books never achieved Newbery Medal award status, each book
teaches something of lifes lessons, and each is a gem. My first priority was selecting excellent
childrens books. I have selected a broad and diverse collection of childrens books with the hope that
by using these books daily with all elementary school children, each child can learn to love books
and appreciate the extended benefits of lifelong literacy. To give you a true flavor of what is covered,
a summary of each part follows. Welcome to Pencils Down! Part One: School Humor You are reading
this either because you are contemplating a career in teaching or are curious to find out whether a
veteran teacher can still be sane after spending forty-five years in the classroom. Part One presents
the humorous side to an otherwise serious profession. You will get a glimpse of nineteenth and early
twentieth century rules for teachers and peruse a copy of the contract teachers were made to sign.
Both will make you wonder why anyone would consider a career in education. You will find out what
teachers make and be privy to the publics low opinion of teachers salaries. If you survive the reality
show for educators, you may continue reading the book. School anecdotal incidents, accrued from
many years in the classroom, will be shared. You will learn why God created the teacher and will be
introduced to the new school policy. A test designed for preschoolers will challenge you. Answers
from kindergartners and first graders as to why we read and write will be sure to surprise and
amuse you. Actual student test answers and parental notes are included, both good for a chuckle.
The difference between an educator and a teacher will be clarified. Todays schools, vs. schools in the
50s and 60s, will make you wish you were teaching in a simpler era and make you wonder if schools
are still teaching math. An Australian schools answering machine will make you smile, as will the
eleven things you did not and will not learn in school. Part Two: Getting to Know You Getting to
know you, Getting to know all about you.

how to write a fractured fairy tale: The Reflective Educator’s Guide to Professional
Development Nancy Fichtman Dana, Diane Yendol-Hoppey, 2008-05-01 Powerful tools for facilitating
teachers' professional development and optimizing school improvement efforts! Combining
professional learning communities (PLCs) and action research, this step-by-step guide provides
coaches, workshop leaders, and staff developers with strategies, activities, and tools to develop
inquiry-oriented PLCs. The authors present essential elements of a healthy PLC, case studies of
inquiry-based PLCs, and lessons learned for improving coaching practices. Sample projects and
reflection prompts will help readers: Organize, assess, and maintain high-functioning,
inquiry-oriented PLCs Facilitate the development of study questions Enable PLC members to
develop, analyze, and share research results Lead successful renewal and reform efforts

how to write a fractured fairy tale: Less Is More in Elementary School Renee Rubin,
Michelle Abrego, John Sutterby, 2014-10-10 In this era of rigorous standards, testing, and
overcrowded curricula, many teachers are left wondering how they're ever going to cover the
material. Less Is More in Elementary School offers realistic solutions by providing ways teachers can
streamline their curriculum, get the most out of assessment, communicate with families, and engage
students in their own learning. This much-needed book will help you meet the demands of the
Common Core more efficiently and effectively. You'll learn how to... integrate the curriculum so that



you can take time to slow down and explore topics in depth; help students become critical readers,
problem solvers, collaborators, and communicators; make students more engaged, reflective, and
self-regulating; get the most out of assessment during this era of high-stakes testing; maintain high
expectations for all students but modify instruction to ensure all students progress; communicate
more effectively with families to build trust during a time of change and high-stakes assessments;
and overcome obstacles, such as the emphasis on testing, the need for more technology, and finding
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