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How Many Horses in the Melbourne Cup: A Deep Dive into Australia's Iconic Race

how many horses in the melbourne cup is a question that often piques the curiosity of
racing enthusiasts and casual fans alike. The Melbourne Cup, known as "the race that
stops a nation," is one of the most prestigious horse races in Australia and indeed the
world. But beyond the excitement and fanfare, the number of horses that line up at the
starting gates plays a crucial role in shaping the dynamics of the race. So, how many
horses actually compete in the Melbourne Cup, and what factors influence this number?

The Standard Field Size: How Many Horses Start
the Melbourne Cup?

Traditionally, the Melbourne Cup features a field of 24 horses. This number is not
arbitrary; it is set by the Victoria Racing Club (VRC), the organizing body of the race. The
limit of 24 runners ensures a manageable yet highly competitive race, balancing safety
concerns with the spectacle of a large field.

With 24 horses on the track, jockeys and trainers face a complex challenge. Navigating
through a crowded field over the demanding 3,200-meter (approximately 2 miles) distance
requires not only speed and stamina but also tactical brilliance. Having this fixed number
of runners makes the race thrilling and unpredictable, which is part of why millions tune
in every year.

Why 24 Horses? The Reason Behind the Field Limit

The Melbourne Cup is run on Flemington Racecourse, a track designed to accommodate a
maximum of 24 starters. Safety is paramount; too many horses can increase the risk of
accidents, especially given the length and intensity of the race. The 24-horse limit strikes a
balance between allowing a diverse and competitive lineup and maintaining the integrity
and safety of the event.

Additionally, the field size allows for a variety of horses from different stables, regions,
and even countries to compete. This diversity enhances the race's global appeal and adds
layers of strategy as trainers decide which horses to enter.

How Are the Horses Selected for the Melbourne
Cup?

Understanding how the field of 24 horses is determined sheds light on why the Melbourne
Cup lineup is so prestigious and competitive.



Entry and Balloting Process

The Melbourne Cup entries usually exceed the 24-horse limit, sometimes reaching over 40
horses. Because of this, a balloting process is used to finalize the field. Here's how it
works:

Initial Nominations: Trainers and owners can nominate their horses well ahead of
the race. These nominations often surpass the field limit.

Ballot for Positions: Based on a points system and prize money earned in qualifying
races, the VRC ranks horses. Those with the highest rankings secure automatic
spots.

Ballot Exemptions: Winners of certain key races, such as the Caulfield Cup or
specific international events, gain automatic entry regardless of points.

Ballot Scratches and Replacements: If a horse withdraws, reserves or next-
ranked horses are promoted to fill the vacant spots.

This process ensures the field of 24 is composed of the best and most competitive horses,
making the race an elite showdown.

The Role of Handicap Weights

The Melbourne Cup is a handicap race, meaning horses carry different weights assigned
by the handicapper to level the playing field. The weight assignments can affect a horse’s
chance of making the final 24 because trainers might withdraw horses if they feel the
weight is too punishing. The handicap system adds another strategic layer influencing how
many horses ultimately line up at the start.

Variations in Field Size Over the Years

While the standard field is 24, the Melbourne Cup has seen slight variations in the past,
particularly in its early history.

Historical Field Sizes

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the number of starters occasionally varied due to
the evolving rules and the early development of the race. However, since the mid-20th
century, 24 has been the consistent limit.



Impact of External Factors

Occasionally, external factors like extreme weather, track conditions, or extraordinary
circumstances (such as the COVID-19 pandemic) have influenced the number of starters.
For example, in some years, last-minute withdrawals due to injury or illness have reduced
the field slightly below 24, but the official limit remains.

Why Does Knowing How Many Horses in the
Melbourne Cup Matter to Fans and Bettors?

For those new to horse racing or the Melbourne Cup, understanding the field size is key to
appreciating the race’s complexity and strategy.

Betting Strategies

A 24-horse field means a crowded betting market. Bettors need to consider factors like the
horse’s draw (starting gate position), jockey experience, and track conditions. Knowing
there are 24 runners helps in assessing the odds and potential outcomes. For instance, a
wide draw can be more challenging, and with so many contenders, upsets are frequent.

Race Dynamics and Viewing Experience

More horses mean more excitement but also more complexity. Fans watching the race can
appreciate the tactical maneuvers jockeys make to find the best path through the pack. It
also heightens the drama, as horses jostle for position over the two-mile distance.

The Melbourne Cup Beyond Numbers: The Spirit
of the Race

While it's fascinating to discuss how many horses in the Melbourne Cup take part, the race
itself represents much more than just numbers. It embodies tradition, national pride, and
the celebration of equine excellence.

The 24 runners on race day bring with them stories from all corners of Australia and
beyond. Each horse represents months, sometimes years, of training, care, and hope. The
sheer size of the field amplifies the unpredictability and grandeur of the event, making it a
highlight of the Australian sporting calendar.

Whether you’re a seasoned punter, a casual fan, or someone interested in the cultural
significance of the Melbourne Cup, understanding the number of horses involved is a
great starting point to dive deeper into this iconic race.



As the gates open and the 24 horses thunder down the Flemington straight, the nation
holds its breath, united in the thrill of the moment.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many horses typically compete in the Melbourne
Cup?
The Melbourne Cup usually features a field of 24 horses competing in the race.

Has the number of horses in the Melbourne Cup always
been the same?
No, the number of horses in the Melbourne Cup has varied historically, but it has been
capped at 24 starters in recent years.

Why is the Melbourne Cup limited to 24 horses?
The Melbourne Cup is limited to 24 horses for safety reasons and to ensure a fair and
manageable race.

Are there reserves if one of the 24 horses withdraws
from the Melbourne Cup?
Yes, there are emergency or reserve horses on standby who can replace any withdrawn
horses before the race.

How are the 24 horses selected for the Melbourne Cup?
Horses are selected based on their handicap ratings, prize money earned, and qualifying
races leading up to the Melbourne Cup.

Can international horses compete in the Melbourne
Cup?
Yes, international horses are allowed and often compete in the Melbourne Cup,
contributing to the 24-horse field.

Has any Melbourne Cup ever had fewer than 24 horses?
Yes, some Melbourne Cups in the past have had fewer than 24 starters due to withdrawals
or other factors.



Is 24 horses the maximum number allowed in the
Melbourne Cup?
Yes, 24 is the maximum number of starters allowed in the Melbourne Cup to maintain race
safety and integrity.

Additional Resources
**How Many Horses in the Melbourne Cup: A Detailed Examination**

how many horses in the melbourne cup is a question that often arises among racing
enthusiasts, casual bettors, and international audiences tuning in to one of Australia's
most iconic sporting events. The Melbourne Cup, known as "the race that stops a nation,"
is a prestigious thoroughbred horse race held annually at Flemington Racecourse in
Melbourne. Understanding the number of horses participating provides insight into the
race's complexity, competitiveness, and logistical challenges.

Understanding the Melbourne Cup Field Size

The Melbourne Cup traditionally features a maximum of 24 horses in the final race. This
field size is set to maintain safety standards for both horses and jockeys while ensuring a
competitive and thrilling spectacle. The limit of 24 runners has been in place for many
years, striking a balance between having a large enough field to excite audiences and
avoid overcrowding on the track.

Historical Context of Field Sizes

Historically, the number of horses in the Melbourne Cup has varied. In the early days of
the race, field sizes fluctuated due to fewer entries and different qualification rules. Over
time, as the event grew in popularity and prestige, the field size standardized to 24 horses.
This standardization also aligns with international race norms, where large field sizes are
common but regulated for safety.

The maximum field size has occasionally been a subject of debate, particularly regarding
whether it should be expanded to include more international contenders or reduced to
minimize risk. However, the 24-horse cap remains the official limit, supported by Racing
Victoria and the Melbourne Cup organizers.

Key Factors Influencing the Number of Horses



Qualification and Selection Process

Not all horses that enter the Melbourne Cup end up running. The race employs a rigorous
selection process based on a points system, handicap weights, and committee discretion.
Horses accumulate points through their performance in lead-up races, and the final field is
selected from the highest-ranked contenders.

This process ensures that the 24 horses lining up on race day represent the best
combination of form, fitness, and suitability for the demanding 3200-meter race distance.
It also means that the number of horses fluctuates during the lead-up period, but the final
race day lineup is always capped at 24.

Safety Regulations and Track Capacity

Safety is paramount in horse racing. The Flemington Racecourse track configuration and
infrastructure can comfortably accommodate 24 horses without compromising safety.
Larger fields increase the risk of interference, falls, and injury, which is why regulators
maintain strict limits.

The 24-horse limit also facilitates effective race management, including gate loading,
starting procedures, and on-track monitoring. This ensures the Melbourne Cup remains a
fair and safe competition while preserving its excitement.

Comparisons with Other Major Horse Races

The Melbourne Cup's 24-horse maximum is comparable to other major international races
but can vary based on regional standards.

The Kentucky Derby

The Kentucky Derby, held in the United States, allows up to 20 horses to run in its race.
This slightly smaller field compared to the Melbourne Cup reflects different track sizes
and safety regulations but similarly aims to balance competitiveness with safety.

The Grand National

In contrast, the Grand National in the UK permits up to 40 runners, which is notably
larger. However, the Grand National is a steeplechase with a unique course and
challenges, necessitating different considerations.

This comparison highlights that while the Melbourne Cup's 24-horse limit is substantial, it
is tailored specifically to the race's characteristics and traditions.



Impact of Field Size on Race Dynamics

Competitive Intensity

With 24 horses competing, the Melbourne Cup often features a diverse field of
international and domestic talent. This large field increases the unpredictability of the
race, making it more exciting for spectators and bettors. Multiple pacing strategies and
varied running styles come into play, influencing how the race unfolds.

Jockey and Trainer Strategies

A field of this size requires meticulous planning from trainers and jockeys. Positioning is
critical at the start and throughout the race to avoid traffic and find the best running line.
The number of runners creates a complex tactical environment, with jockeys needing to be
highly aware of their surroundings.

Betting Markets and Odds

A 24-horse field expands the betting market considerably. It offers a range of betting
options, from win and place to exotic wagers like trifectas and quinellas. However, the
larger field can also dilute odds, making it challenging for favorites to dominate and
increasing the appeal of long-shot bets.

Evolution of Participation Trends

Over recent decades, the Melbourne Cup has seen a growing international presence
among its 24-runners. Horses from Europe, Asia, and North America increasingly enter
the race, attracted by its prestige and lucrative prize money. This globalization has added
complexity to the selection process and heightened the competition level.

Moreover, the quality and depth of the field have improved, with more horses meeting the
stringent qualification criteria. As a result, the Melbourne Cup continues to attract a full
complement of 24 high-caliber horses, ensuring a thrilling spectacle annually.

Practical Considerations for Organizers



Logistics of Managing 24 Horses

Organizing a race with 24 horses involves significant logistical planning. From
transportation to stabling and pre-race inspections, each horse requires specialized care.
The Melbourne Cup's organizers coordinate these efforts to ensure all participants are
race-ready and comply with health and safety regulations.

Impact on Race Day Operations

On race day, managing 24 horses impacts everything from gate operations to race timing
and steward oversight. The starting gates at Flemington are designed to accommodate
this number, allowing for a smooth start. Additionally, stewarding teams monitor the race
closely to enforce rules and handle any incidents promptly.

The Spectacle of a Full Field

One of the enduring appeals of the Melbourne Cup is the spectacle of a full 24-horse field
charging down the Flemington straight. The visual drama of so many thoroughbreds vying
for supremacy captures the imagination of millions worldwide. It represents the pinnacle
of Australian horse racing tradition, where quality meets quantity in a highly competitive
environment.

The presence of the maximum field size also enhances media coverage and audience
engagement, as viewers analyze each runner’s chances and storylines in the lead-up to the
race.

---

The question of how many horses in the Melbourne Cup ultimately reveals much about the
race’s structure, safety considerations, and competitive nature. With a maximum field size
of 24 runners, the Melbourne Cup balances tradition, excitement, and regulation to deliver
a world-class racing event that continues to captivate audiences year after year.

How Many Horses In The Melbourne Cup

  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Welcome to Hell Box Set Demelza Carlton,
2015-02-18 The devilishly sexy CEO. The angelic new office temp. A match made in Heaven or Hell?
Four bargain-priced bestsellers in one box! This box set includes: Welcome to Hell (Mel Goes to Hell
#1) See You in Hell (Mel Goes to Hell #2) Mel Goes to Hell (Mel Goes to Hell #3) Melody Angel's
Guide to Heaven and Hell Welcome to Hell: Good morning. Welcome to HELL. Mel hates job
interviews - and this one's shaping up to be the interview from Hell. From the grumpy receptionist to
the disturbingly demonic interview panel and the sleazy CEO, it seems landing her first job is the
least of Mel's worries. Can she make it out of the office alive without selling her soul? See You in

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/how-many-horses-in-the-melbourne-cup.pdf


Hell: Melody Angel takes a job as a temp at the HELL Corporation. Surrounded by eternal
bureaucracy gone mad, demons who love making life miserable, and dying for a decent coffee, it
may take a miracle for Mel's mission to succeed. She must find out what evil plans Lucifer and his
minions have in store and stop them, using any means necessary. Adding trouble and temptation to
Mel's job is Luce Iblis, the damnably hot CEO, who has set his smouldering eyes on the new office
angel and he's determined to claim her, body and soul. Can ultimate evil and angelic perfection
escape a limbo of desire and find a paradise of their own? Mel Goes to Hell: The ultimate forbidden
love - when Lucifer falls for an angel. Luce and Mel unearth an age-old conspiracy behind his fall
from Heaven which could doom their love for eternity. Yet in the deepest levels of Hell lies a secret
that could hold their salvation. Eternal damnation awaits any angel who descends into the Pit of
Despair, but Mel will move Heaven and Earth to save Lucifer's soul. Armed with little more than the
fury of a righteous angel, Mel will raise Hell in the name of love. From the heights of Heaven to the
depths of Hell, can love truly conquer all? A tiny taste of what's in store: Do you know how long
you've made me wait? Luce lifted his chin. Close the door. Mel turned and kicked the door shut with
the sole of one shoe. The click of it closing coincided with her eyes meeting Luce's once more. Now
strip and get your arse on the desk, Luce instructed. Mel stared at him. He couldn't be serious, could
he? Every other girl in this building knows how to do as she's told. Do you know how many girls I've
had on this desk? You should consider yourself lucky. The last one I had in here was so quick getting
undressed that I managed to give her a full fifteen minutes of my time. At this rate, you'll be lucky to
have five. Mel became transfixed by the timber desktop. Did you wipe it clean afterwards? What?
Luce's face reddened. Keywords: Dark comedy, Satire, new adult, supernatural, workplace romance,
satirical office humour, angels and demons, paranormal romance, business and political humour,
CEO secretary romance, redemption, Lucifer, Heaven, Hell
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: The Great Melbourne Cup Mystery Arthur W.
Upfield, 2018-09-01 Melbourne during the depression. A seedy, corrupt city. Someone has struck at
the heart of Australia's soul: they have killed the horse that would have won the Melbourne Cup. For
what motive? Profit, blackmail, a betting scam? Only Tom Pink, the rider of the murdered horse can
find out. Tom, born into the underworld he now tries to defeat, exposes graft and blackmail that
reaches to the upper echelons of Melbourne society. His life and the lives of those he holds close will
never be the same again. The Great Melbourne Cup Mystery, written in 1933, a year after the
mysterious death of Phar Lap (winner of the 1930 Melbourne Cup) is a previously lost classic of
Australian crime fiction.
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Horses in Australia Nicolas Brasch, 2014-12-01 This
beautifully illustrated book celebrates the horse in Australia past and present. From Cobb & Co to
Black Caviar, from the Walers of World War I to The Man from Snowy River, it showcases our best
historical and contemporary images. The horse has been an integral part of Australian history since
the First Fleet brought the first horse to our shores. From the resilient workhorses of colonial
Australia and the determined stockhorses rounding up cattle, to the thoroughbreds that capture the
country’s imagination at every Melbourne Cup, horses have contributed to many of the great human
feats in our history. Here, alongside 180 stunning images, Nicolas Brasch shows why we love horses
– and how they have been captured so strikingly by our photographers and artists.
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Horse Racing Facts Nakoa Rainfall, AI,
2025-02-19 Horse Racing Facts explores the rich history of thoroughbred racing, revealing the key
elements that have shaped this exciting sport. From the meticulous breeding programs that produce
these incredible animals to the strategic brilliance of jockeys, the book uncovers the multifaceted
aspects of horse racing. Did you know that the lineage of a horse is vital in determining its racing
capabilities, and that a jockey's tactical acumen can significantly influence a horse's performance?
The book examines the evolution of horse racing, highlighting key milestones and the impact of
technology. By delving into historical races and analyzing statistical data, Horse Racing Facts
provides a balanced view, merging quantitative data with qualitative storytelling. It progresses from
the fundamentals of breeding and training, through jockey strategies, to the analysis of historical



races, concluding with a look at the sport's current state and future trends. This comprehensive
approach offers valuable insights for both casual observers and seasoned fans.
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: A Record of the Melbourne Cup: Giving a Full
Account of Every Race for the Cup Woodhouse, Frederick and Son, Pub, 1889
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Comprehension and Written Expression Year 4 Alan
Horsfield, 2013 Excel Comprehension and Written Expression Year 4 is essenti al for any student
wishing to improve their comprehension skills. It all ows students to practice skills such as finding
facts, making references, isolating relevant information, understanding questions and paragraphs,
and using tables of contents, indexes, maps and graphs to find informa tion. The extracts are from a
wide variety of genres to allow students t o gain confidence in reading different materials. When the
studen t completes the exercises in this book, she/he will have worked through a number of question
types from a variety of text types. Rather than giv e a range of question types based on each
passage, the focus in this boo k will be on developing the student's skill with a particular question t
ype. The book is structured so that if there is a weakness then the stud ent can concentrate on that
particular weakness and become competent wit hout working through passages that may not
contribute to the student's p rogress. In this book your child will find: over 60 graded units of
stimulating exercises and extracts a wide varie ty of questions including true or false, multiple
choice, short answer a nd sentence completion extracts from many different literary an d factual text
types a lift-out answer section.
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Horsemen of the First Frontier (1788-1900)
and the Serpent's Legacy Keith Robert Binney, 2005 An economic and social history of early New
South Wales, told through the life stories of pioneer 19th century horsemen. Traces the origin and
development of the horse in Australia and a special tribute to Australia's internationally acclaimed
thoroughbred expert C. Bruce Lowe.
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: The Boy From The Farm Gregory J.E Knodler,
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Points of the Horse Matthew Horace Hayes, 1922
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: The Pastoral Review , 1919
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: The Lone Hand , 1909
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: A New Approach to Psi Lance Storm, 2024-12-23
This book critiques conventional parapsychological viewpoints about extrasensory perception (ESP)
and psychokinesis (PK), collectively referred to as ’psi’. Since the 1930s, an over-arching view on psi
has been built on J. B. Rhine’s research and theories at Duke University. The author argues that
there are fundamental problems with the psi paradigm, and offers solutions based largely on Jung’s
Theory of Synchronicity, treating the subject matter in a rigorous scientific way. The synchronicity
concept speaks to ambiguous psi terminology, the narrow methodological approaches in psi testing,
and limited interpretations of psychic experience that do not consider the pivotal role of meaning.
This book considers problems with terminology, findings, and the psi construct from a Jungian
synchronistic standpoint, which gives credence to issues such as archetypes, meaningfulness, and
numinosity. An important new contribution to the understanding of psi, this book will be of interest
to practitioners and researchers working in the disciplines of psychology, parapsychology,
consciousness studies, and physics, especially quantum mechanics.
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: The Australasian Pastoralists' Review , 1898
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Survival on the Death Railway and Nagasaki Jim
Brigginshaw, 2018-06-30 This is a remarkable and unique story of Jim Brigginshaw. Having been
captured by the Japanese after the fall of Singapore in 1942, Jim was first sent to work in Burma, to
build what has become known as the Death Railway. Unlike many of his comrades, Jim survived this
ordeal, only to be transferred to Nagasaki, Japan, where he was sent to work in the mines of
Sendryu.Jim describes how the conditions in the 'Hell pits of Sendryu' were even worse than those
experienced in Burma, but were ultimately the reason why he survived the war. On the 9th August
1945, the Americans, dropped the second nuclear bomb on Nagaski. Jim was fortunately
underground at the time, but through this book re-lives the harrowing aftermath of the attack when



the ground shook violently.
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: National Geographic Traveler - Australia Roff
Smith, 2010 An illustrated travel guide to Australia with full-color photographs, detailed maps, and
information on accommodations, restaurants, walking and driving tours, history, culture, and tourist
sites.
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Animal Dreams David Brooks, 2021-04-01 Animal
Dreams collects David Brooks’ thought-provoking essays about how humans think, dream and write
about other species. Brooks examines how animals have featured in Australian and international
literature and culture, from ‘The Man from Snowy River’ to Rainer Maria Rilke and The Turin Horse,
to live-animal exports, veganism, and the culling of native and non-native species. In his piercing,
elegant, widely celebrated style, he considers how private and public conversations about animals
reflect older and deeper attitudes to our own and other species, and what questions we must ask to
move these conversations forward, in what he calls ‘the immense work of undoing’. For readers
interested in animal welfare, conservation, and the relationship between humans and other species,
Animal Dreams will be an essential, richly rewarding companion. Praise for Animal Dreams ‘one of
Australia’s most skilled, unusual and versatile writers’ – Peter Pierce, The Sydney Morning Herald.
‘No one writes about animals like David Brooks.’ – Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson (author of The Assault
on Truth, When Elephants Weep and Lost Companions) ‘Beautifully written and emotionally and
intellectually enthralling. The best book I have ever read on relations between humans and animals
and the ‘redress’ we owe them. It makes you angry, it makes you weep; it makes you determined to
rethink and to act.’ – Helen Tiffin, FAHA (co-author of The Empire Writes Back and Wild Man from
Borneo: A Cultural History of the Orangutang)
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2003
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress, 2003
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: A Winner's Circle Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-13
Journey into the exhilarating world of thoroughbred racing with our comprehensive guide, A
Winner's Circle: Unveiling the Thrills and Intricacies of Horse Racing. This book takes you on an
immersive tour through the history, culture, and key aspects of this captivating sport, offering
insights into the horses, jockeys, trainers, and events that make it a global phenomenon. Whether
you're a seasoned racing enthusiast or new to the scene, this book provides a detailed exploration of
thoroughbred racing. We delve into the various types of races, from sprints to marathons, and
examine the anatomy of a racehorse, highlighting the unique physical attributes that make these
animals exceptional athletes. We also introduce you to the jockeys and trainers, whose skill and
expertise play a vital role in the outcome of each race. Beyond the races themselves, we take you
behind the scenes to uncover the intricate workings of thoroughbred racing. We explore the
breeding and bloodlines of these magnificent horses, tracing their lineage back to legendary
champions. We delve into the rigorous training and care they receive, ensuring they are in peak
condition for competition. We also shed light on the role of veterinarians and farriers in maintaining
the horses' health and well-being. The book also delves into the economics of thoroughbred racing,
examining the financial implications for owners, trainers, and jockeys, as well as the impact of
racing on local economies. We explore the various revenue streams generated by the sport,
including ticket sales, sponsorships, and betting, and discuss the challenges and opportunities facing
the industry in a rapidly evolving landscape. No discussion of thoroughbred racing would be
complete without examining the prestigious races that capture the attention of racing fans
worldwide. We take a close look at the Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes, Belmont Stakes,
Breeders' Cup, and Royal Ascot, providing historical context, memorable moments, and insights into
the significance of these iconic events. Throughout the book, we celebrate the human spirit that
fuels thoroughbred racing. We share the stories of jockeys, trainers, owners, and fans who are
passionate about the sport, exploring the challenges and rewards they face, the camaraderie they



share, and the impact racing has on their lives. We also examine the economic and social impact of
racing on communities, highlighting its role in shaping local and national identities. If you like this
book, write a review on google books!
  how many horses in the melbourne cup: Winners of the Melbourne Cup Costa Rolfe, 2012
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