
history of the jefferson memorial

The History of the Jefferson Memorial: A Tribute to an American Founding
Father

history of the jefferson memorial is a fascinating journey that traces the
story of one of the most iconic monuments in Washington, D.C. Dedicated to
Thomas Jefferson, the third President of the United States and principal
author of the Declaration of Independence, the Jefferson Memorial stands as a
powerful symbol of American ideals and democratic values. This article delves
into the origins, design, construction, and enduring significance of the
Jefferson Memorial, offering an insightful look into its place in American
history and culture.

The Origins of the Jefferson Memorial

The idea to create a memorial honoring Thomas Jefferson was first proposed in
the early 20th century, as the nation sought to commemorate its founding
fathers with grand monuments. Jefferson’s contributions as a statesman,
philosopher, and architect made him a natural candidate for such an honor.
However, it took several decades of planning and advocacy before the memorial
became a reality.

After Jefferson’s death in 1826, the country gradually recognized his pivotal
role in shaping the young republic. By the 1930s, amid a wave of national
memorial projects, Congress authorized the construction of a dedicated
monument. The site chosen for the memorial was a picturesque location on the
Tidal Basin in Washington, D.C., surrounded by cherry blossom trees—a setting
that enhances the monument’s serene and contemplative atmosphere.

Political and Cultural Context

The history of the Jefferson Memorial is closely tied to the broader context
of American identity during the early 20th century. As the United States
emerged as a global power, there was a renewed interest in celebrating the
values of liberty, democracy, and individual rights embodied by Jefferson.
The New Deal era, under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, provided momentum
and funding to bring the project to fruition, reflecting a desire to inspire
patriotism and unity during challenging times.

Design and Architectural Style

One of the most distinctive aspects of the Jefferson Memorial is its
architectural design, which draws heavily from classical influences. This
choice was intentional, as Thomas Jefferson himself was an avid admirer of
classical architecture, inspired by ancient Roman and Greek styles. He
believed that architecture should reflect the democratic principles on which
America was founded.



John Russell Pope and the Neoclassical Vision

The memorial was designed by architect John Russell Pope, who envisioned a
neoclassical temple-like structure reminiscent of the Pantheon in Rome. This
design features a circular colonnade of Ionic columns, a shallow dome, and a
large central chamber housing a statue of Jefferson. The use of white marble
and the monument’s symmetry evoke a sense of timelessness and grandeur,
linking Jefferson’s legacy to the enduring ideals of Western civilization.

Symbolism in Design Elements

Every aspect of the memorial’s design was carefully considered to symbolize
Jefferson’s contributions and ideals. The inscriptions carved around the
interior walls include excerpts from Jefferson’s writings, such as the
Declaration of Independence and his letters, emphasizing themes of liberty,
equality, and justice. The statue of Jefferson, created by sculptor Rudulph
Evans, portrays him in a contemplative pose, underscoring his role as a
thinker and visionary.

Construction and Dedication

Building the Jefferson Memorial was a significant engineering and artistic
endeavor that spanned several years. Construction began in 1938 and was
completed in 1943, during the height of World War II, which added a layer of
poignancy to the memorial’s message about freedom and democracy.

Challenges During Construction

The construction faced several logistical challenges, including sourcing
high-quality marble and managing the project during wartime resource
constraints. Despite these obstacles, the team successfully completed the
memorial, which was seen as a beacon of hope and resilience.

The Dedication Ceremony

President Franklin D. Roosevelt officially dedicated the Jefferson Memorial
on April 13, 1943, coinciding with the 200th anniversary of Jefferson’s
birth. The ceremony was a solemn and patriotic event, attended by government
officials, military leaders, and citizens alike. Roosevelt’s speech
highlighted Jefferson’s vision for America and the importance of preserving
democratic freedoms during a period of global conflict.

The Jefferson Memorial’s Role in American
Culture

More than just a static monument, the Jefferson Memorial has become a dynamic
part of American cultural life. It is a popular destination for tourists,



educators, and locals, serving as a place for reflection on the nation’s
founding principles.

A Site for Public Gatherings and Celebrations

The memorial frequently hosts events such as Independence Day celebrations,
cherry blossom festivals, and educational tours. Its location by the Tidal
Basin makes it a scenic spot for visitors to appreciate both natural beauty
and historical significance.

Contemporary Perspectives and Controversies

In recent years, discussions about Jefferson’s complex legacy, including his
ownership of enslaved people, have prompted deeper reflections on the
memorial’s meaning. While the monument honors his contributions to American
democracy, it also serves as a starting point for conversations about
history’s nuances and the ongoing struggle for equality.

Visiting the Jefferson Memorial: Tips and
Insights

For those interested in exploring the history of the Jefferson Memorial
firsthand, planning a visit can be both educational and inspiring. The
memorial is open to the public year-round and is especially striking during
the spring cherry blossom season.

Best Time to Visit: Early morning or late afternoon for softer light and
fewer crowds.

Guided Tours: Consider joining a National Park Service ranger-led tour
to gain deeper insights into the memorial’s history and design.

Nearby Attractions: The Tidal Basin is close to other landmarks like the
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial and the Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Memorial, making it ideal for a full day of sightseeing.

Preservation and Future of the Jefferson
Memorial

Maintaining the Jefferson Memorial requires ongoing preservation efforts to
protect its structure and artistic elements from environmental wear and
aging. The National Park Service oversees these efforts, ensuring that future
generations can continue to appreciate the monument.



Restoration Projects

Over the decades, several restoration projects have addressed issues such as
marble discoloration, structural integrity, and landscaping. These projects
are essential to preserving the memorial’s aesthetic and historical
integrity.

Educational Initiatives

The memorial also plays a role in educational programs that teach visitors
about Jefferson’s life, the founding of the United States, and the principles
of democracy. These initiatives help keep the history of the Jefferson
Memorial alive and relevant in modern times.

Exploring the history of the Jefferson Memorial reveals much more than the
story of a building; it opens a window into the ideals, challenges, and
evolving narratives of the American experience. From its classical design to
its powerful symbolism, the memorial continues to inspire reflection on the
nation's past and aspirations for the future. Whether you are a history
enthusiast or a casual visitor, the Jefferson Memorial offers a profound
connection to the legacy of one of America’s most influential founders.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Jefferson Memorial built?

The Jefferson Memorial was built between 1939 and 1943 and officially
dedicated in 1943.

Who designed the Jefferson Memorial?

The Jefferson Memorial was designed by architect John Russell Pope.

Why was the Jefferson Memorial constructed?

The memorial was constructed to honor Thomas Jefferson, the third President
of the United States and author of the Declaration of Independence.

Where is the Jefferson Memorial located?

The Jefferson Memorial is located in Washington, D.C., on the southern bank
of the Tidal Basin.

What architectural style is the Jefferson Memorial
designed in?

The Jefferson Memorial is designed in the Neoclassical architectural style,
inspired by the Pantheon in Rome.



When was the Jefferson Memorial officially dedicated?

The Jefferson Memorial was officially dedicated on April 13, 1943, the 200th
anniversary of Jefferson's birth.

What inscriptions are found inside the Jefferson
Memorial?

Inside the memorial, there are inscriptions of passages from Jefferson’s
writings, including the Declaration of Independence and his letters.

Who sculpted the statue of Thomas Jefferson inside
the memorial?

The statue of Thomas Jefferson inside the memorial was sculpted by Rudulph
Evans.

What role did Franklin D. Roosevelt play in the
creation of the Jefferson Memorial?

President Franklin D. Roosevelt strongly supported the construction of the
Jefferson Memorial and laid its cornerstone in 1938.

Has the Jefferson Memorial undergone any significant
renovations since its construction?

Yes, the Jefferson Memorial has undergone various maintenance and
preservation efforts over the years to address weathering and structural
concerns, but no major alterations to its original design have been made.

Additional Resources
The History of the Jefferson Memorial: An Architectural Tribute to an
American Founding Father

History of the Jefferson Memorial is a compelling narrative that intertwines
American political heritage, architectural vision, and the evolving symbolism
of democracy. Situated prominently in Washington, D.C., this iconic monument
honors Thomas Jefferson, the third President of the United States and
principal author of the Declaration of Independence. The memorial’s story
reflects not just the legacy of Jefferson himself but also the cultural and
political currents that shaped its conception, design, and construction
throughout the 20th century.

Origins and Early Conceptualization

The idea to commemorate Thomas Jefferson with a dedicated memorial emerged in
the early 20th century, driven by a desire to celebrate his pivotal role in
American history. Jefferson’s contributions as a statesman, diplomat, and
intellectual made him a natural candidate for national recognition alongside
other founding fathers like George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.



Initial discussions about a monument began in the 1910s and 1920s, but it
wasn’t until the late 1930s that serious momentum gathered. The National
Memorial Commission was established in 1934 to oversee the project, marking
an official step toward realizing the vision of a grand tribute. The choice
of location—on the Tidal Basin—was deliberate, positioning the memorial
within the symbolic heart of the nation’s capital and near the Washington
Monument and the Lincoln Memorial.

Architectural Vision and Design Influences

John Russell Pope and Neoclassical Inspiration

The design of the Jefferson Memorial was entrusted to architect John Russell
Pope, who had already made a significant impact on Washington’s architectural
landscape with his work on the National Gallery of Art. Pope’s design
embraced neoclassical architecture, a style that evokes the democratic ideals
of ancient Greece and Rome, resonating with Jefferson’s own admiration for
classical architecture.

The memorial’s circular colonnade, domed roof, and white marble façade are
reminiscent of the Pantheon in Rome, symbolizing Jefferson’s enlightenment
values and his passion for classical design. This architectural choice was
both aesthetic and ideological, aiming to connect Jefferson’s legacy with the
enduring principles of democracy, reason, and civic virtue.

Symbolism Embedded in Design

Beyond its grand neoclassical style, the Jefferson Memorial incorporates
numerous symbolic elements. The interior houses a 19-foot bronze statue of
Jefferson, sculpted by Rudulph Evans, which captures Jefferson’s
contemplative demeanor, emphasizing his role as a thinker and visionary. The
memorial is also adorned with inscriptions of Jefferson’s writings, including
excerpts from the Declaration of Independence and other significant texts,
reinforcing his intellectual legacy.

Construction and Political Context

The construction of the Jefferson Memorial spanned much of the World War II
era, with groundbreaking occurring in 1939 and completion in 1943. The
project faced logistical and financial challenges due to the ongoing war,
which affected material availability and labor. Despite these hurdles, the
memorial was completed swiftly, reflecting the urgency and national pride
invested in commemorating Jefferson.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt played an influential role in advocating for
the memorial, viewing Jefferson as a symbol of American ideals during a time
of global conflict and uncertainty. The dedication ceremony in April 1943 was
a significant event, attended by political leaders and citizens alike,
underscoring the memorial’s role as a unifying symbol during a tumultuous
period.



The Jefferson Memorial in Contemporary Context

Tourism and Cultural Significance

Today, the Jefferson Memorial stands as one of Washington, D.C.’s most
visited landmarks, attracting millions of visitors annually. Its location on
the Tidal Basin makes it a focal point during the National Cherry Blossom
Festival, further enhancing its cultural significance. As an educational
site, the memorial offers insight into Jefferson’s philosophy and the
founding principles of the United States, providing context for both domestic
and international tourists.

Controversies and Reinterpretations

In recent decades, the history of the Jefferson Memorial has been reexamined
within broader discussions about Jefferson’s complex legacy, including his
ownership of enslaved people and views on race. These conversations have
prompted debates about how the memorial should be interpreted and
contextualized in modern times. While the structure itself remains a tribute
to Jefferson’s achievements, there is a growing recognition of the need to
present a nuanced historical narrative that acknowledges all facets of his
life.

Comparisons with Other National Memorials

The Jefferson Memorial shares the National Mall with other prominent
monuments, each reflecting different aspects of American history and
leadership. Unlike the Washington Monument’s obelisk form or the Lincoln
Memorial’s Greek temple façade, the Jefferson Memorial’s domed rotunda offers
a unique architectural expression that blends classical inspiration with
personal homage.

In terms of scale, the memorial is relatively modest compared to some
colossal structures but achieves grandeur through its elegant proportions and
thoughtful detailing. Its emphasis on inscriptions and literary elements
distinguishes it from memorials that focus primarily on heroic statuary or
militaristic symbolism.

Features and Visitor Experience

Visitors to the Jefferson Memorial experience a space designed for reflection
and learning. The memorial’s open-air design allows natural light to
illuminate the statue and inscriptions, creating an atmosphere conducive to
contemplation. The surrounding landscape, including the cherry trees and the
waters of the Tidal Basin, enhances the setting’s tranquility.

The memorial is accessible year-round and provides educational materials and
guided tours through the National Park Service. These resources help visitors
understand Jefferson’s impact on American democracy and the architectural



significance of the memorial itself.

Pros and Cons of the Memorial’s Design and Location

Pros: The neoclassical design harmonizes with other historic monuments,
reinforcing a cohesive aesthetic in the nation’s capital. Its location
amidst the cherry blossoms offers seasonal beauty and attracts diverse
visitors.

Cons: The open structure can be subject to weather-related wear, posing
maintenance challenges. Additionally, the memorial’s singular focus on
Jefferson without incorporating broader historical contexts has been
critiqued in recent years.

The history of the Jefferson Memorial is thus not merely about the physical
edifice but also the evolving dialogue about the figure it honors. As
American society continues to reassess its historical narratives, the
memorial remains a site where past ideals and contemporary values intersect,
inviting ongoing reflection on the nation’s founding principles and their
place in today’s world.

History Of The Jefferson Memorial

  history of the jefferson memorial: The Jefferson Memorial Charles River Charles River
Editors, 2018-02-19 *Includes pictures *Profiles the architects who built the Memorial and the
controversies surrounding it *Includes a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of
contents People have always loved symbols and monuments, and monumental architecture has
always been as much symbolic as functional. The pyramids of ancient Egypt were artificial
mountains expressing the link of the pharaoh to the gods, and mountains have always been
associated with the divine in the human imagination. The Colossus of Rhodes, the Roman Senate
House and Temple of Capitoline Jove, the Grand Teocalli and Tzompantli or skull-rack of the Aztec
capital Tenochtitlan, the Forbidden City of Peking, the Parisian Arc de Triomphe de l'Etoile and the
Brandenburg Gate of Berlin, all provide or provided material focuses for national ideals, beliefs, and
culture. The story of the United States of America is one of a nation founded upon the loftiest ideals
of representative government, attempting to fulfill its goals while encountering competing domestic
and global forces. From the beginning, Americans debated how their national government should
govern, balancing powers between the federal government and the states, which led to the
establishment of the first political parties. At the same time, the nation has struggled to reconcile its
guarantee of universal rights and individual liberties with several stark realities, including the
presence of millions of slaves at the time of the Declaration of Independence. Nobody spent more
time in the thick of these debates than Thomas Jefferson, one of the most famous and revered
Americans. Jefferson was instrumental in all of the aforementioned debates, authoring the
Declaration of Independence, laying out the ideological groundwork of the notion of states' rights,
leading one of the first political parties, and overseeing the expansion of the United States during his
presidency. But for all of his accomplishments, Jefferson's reputation and legacy are still inextricably
intertwined with the divisive issues of his own day. As the slaveholder who wrote that all men are
created equal, and his relationship with one of his slaves, Sally Hemings, Jefferson's life and career
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are still sometimes fiercely debated today. As a result, it's only fitting that the Jefferson Memorial
would also be majestic and controversial. A tranquilly elegant neoclassical building fronted by
slender pillars and topped by a gently domed roof, the Jefferson Memorial stands among other
American monuments near the shores of the Tidal Basin in Washington D.C. Housing a five-ton,
nineteen foot tall statue of Thomas Jefferson, the building looks as though it could be as
long-established as the White House itself, but it is actually much newer. Facing opposition on
several fronts when it was first proposed, including outcries from those who objected to its
neoclassical style and others who lamented the clearing of flowering cherry trees necessary to make
room for the edifice, the Memorial was finished and dedicated in 1943, at the height of World War II.
Among the countless number of visitors who come to the Jefferson Memorial annually, few know of
the checkered and troubled process of its planning and construction. Everything from lofty scholarly
debate on the symbolic meaning of its architectural style to protestors preparing to chain themselves
to cherry trees to block their felling swirled around the Memorial when it was no more than a set of
blueprints and the first stone had yet to be laid. Generations removed from its origins, the Jefferson
Memorial is now mostly viewed not only as a fixture of the nation's capital but a fitting tribute to the
author of the Declaration of Independence. The Jefferson Memorial: The History of Washington
D.C.'s Famous Monument chronicles the construction and history of one of America's most famous
memorials.
  history of the jefferson memorial: Jefferson Memorial Aaron Carr, 2015-08-01 Did you know
that Thomas Jefferson was the author of the Declaration of Independence and first vice president of
the United States? The Jefferson Memorial celebrates Thomas Jefferson’s achievements in American
history. Discover more fascinating facts in Jefferson Memorial, an American Icons book. This is an
AV2 media enhanced book. A unique book code printed on page 2 unlocks multimedia content. This
book comes alive with embedded weblinks, audio and video clips, activities, and other features, such
as a slide show, matching word activity, and quiz.
  history of the jefferson memorial: Jefferson Memorial Joseph Ferry, 2014-11-17 The third
president of the United States, Thomas Jefferson, was much more than just a politician—he was a
writer, scientist, architect, and scholar who was considered one of the most brilliant figures of his
age. To commemorate Jefferson's numerous accomplishments, a rotunda was constructed on the
National Mall in Washington, D.C. Within is a statue of Jefferson, while on the walls nearby are
quotations from some of his most famous writings, including the Declaration of Independence. The
Jefferson Memorial is a symbol of American liberty. Surrounded by cherry blossom trees, it remains
a popular site for reflection and inspiration.
  history of the jefferson memorial: A Brief History of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial
Foundation Lucia C. Stanton, 1993
  history of the jefferson memorial: History of the Jefferson Memorial Foundation
Theodore Fred Kuper, 1978
  history of the jefferson memorial: Further History of the Jefferson Memorial
Foundation Theodore Fred Kuper, 1979
  history of the jefferson memorial: History of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation
James A. Bear (Jr.), 1979 Draft of lecture to be delivered to the National Board of the Colonial Dames
describing the history of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation and how it runs and
administers Monticello.
  history of the jefferson memorial: The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Terri DeGezelle, 2004 A
simple introduction to the Thomas Jefferson Memorial, including its history, designer, construction,
location, and importance as a symbol of the United States.
  history of the jefferson memorial: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation History , 197?
Notes for a talk. Includes a brief history of the Foundation, as well as information on founders,
visitors, fundraising, renovation projects and finances.
  history of the jefferson memorial: Monticello Since 1826 James Adam Bear, 1968
  history of the jefferson memorial: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation James Adam



Bear, 1968
  history of the jefferson memorial: Thomas Jefferson Thomas Jefferson Memorial
Foundation, Inc, 1924
  history of the jefferson memorial: The Making of an Icon: The Dreamers, the Schemers, and
the Hard Hats Who Built the Gateway Arch, Second Edition Jim Merkel, 2018-06-30 With his fourth
book from Reedy Press, The Making of an Icon, Jim Merkel captured the spirit behind the conception
and construction of one of America’s most distinctive and beloved national monuments. More than
two million visitors stand in awe at the Gateway Arch each year, and the stories behind it were
unearthed in breathless detail in the first edition. Back with even more lore and the addition of
beautiful color images, Merkel brings new information on the Arch grounds and museum to this
updated and revised second edition. Now expanded, his book includes more stories compiled from
interviews with the visionaries, finaglers, protesters, and intrepid workers who built the arch while
one misstep away from a fatal fall. Merkel’s book will help us appreciate the relentless pursuit,
innovation, and toil that raised the Arch to the sky.
  history of the jefferson memorial: The War on History Jarrett Stepman, 2019-10-01 The
War on Our History Confederate memorials toppled . . . Columbus statues attacked with red paint.
They started with slave-owning Confederate generals, but they’re not stopping there. The vandals
are only pretending to care about the character of particular American heroes. In reality, they hate
what those heroes represent: the truths asserted in the Declaration of Independence and embodied
in the Constitution. And they are bent on taking America down and replacing our free society with a
socialist utopia. All that stands in their way is Americans’ reverence for our history of freedom.
Which is why that history simply has to go. Now, Jarrett Stepman, editor at The Daily Signal and
host of Right Side of History, exposes the true aims of the war on our history: The war on America:
World history is full of conquests and suffering indigenous peoples. Why target Christopher
Columbus? What they really want to tear down is America. The war on Thanksgiving: World history
is full of colonists. Why target the Pilgrims? What they really want to tear down is American freedom
and prosperity. The war on the Founding: World history is full of slavery. Why target Thomas
Jefferson? What they really want to tear down are the rights endowed by our Creator. The war on
the common man: World history is full of victorious generals and populist politicians. Why target
Andrew Jackson? What they really want to tear down is democracy. The war on the South: World
history is full of civil strife. Why target Confederate heroes like Robert E. Lee? What they really want
to tear down is respect for America’s past and the reconciliation that renewed our Union. The war
on patriotism: World history is full of national pride. Why target Teddy Roosevelt? What they really
want to tear down is the idea of American greatness. The war on the American century: World
history is full of bloody wars. What they really want to tear down is America’s defeat of
totalitarianism. If America is to survive this assault, we must rally to the defense of our illustrious
history. The War on History is the battle plan.
  history of the jefferson memorial: The Hidden History of Coined Words Ralph Keyes,
2021 Written by one of the country's most experienced and entertaining etymological detectives,
The Hidden History of Coined Words provides a delightful excavation into the process by which
words became minted. Not only does Ralph Keyes give us the who-what-where of it all, but delights
in stories that reveal the mysteries of successful coinage.
  history of the jefferson memorial: Annual Report of the American Historical Association
American Historical Association, 1929
  history of the jefferson memorial: ,
  history of the jefferson memorial: The Most Famous Monuments of Washington D.c. Charles
River Editors, 2015-02-02 *Includes pictures*Includes accounts of the origins and construction of
the monuments written by people who worked on them*Includes bibliographies for further
reading*Includes a table of contentsPeople have always loved symbols and monuments, and
monumental architecture has always been as much symbolic as functional. The pyramids of ancient
Egypt were artificial mountains expressing the link of the pharaoh to the gods, and mountains have



always been associated with the divine in the human imagination. The Colossus of Rhodes, the
Roman Senate House and Temple of Capitoline Jove, the Grand Teocalli and Tzompantli or skull-rack
of the Aztec capital Tenochtitlan, the Forbidden City of Peking, the Parisian Arc de Triomphe de
l'Etoile and the Brandenburg Gate of Berlin, all provide or provided material focuses for national
ideals, beliefs, and culture. There are countless ways that Washington, remembered as first in war,
first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen, has been commemorated across America,
but the most famous is the Washington Monument. Congress had actually called for establishing a
monument to Washington as far back as 1783, but it would not be until the 1830s that work on the
world's tallest obelisk began in earnest. In fact, while the Washington Monument is taken as a given
today, and it was designed to be “unparalleled in the world, and commensurate with the gratitude,
liberality, and patriotism of the people by whom it is to be erected,” there were several issues that
nearly prevented it from being a reality, including political arguments, costs, and lack of progress.
Though it may be hard to believe, the Washington Monument was not dedicated until the 1880s,
nearly half a century after it was first proposed. By the time it was finished, however, it was clear
that the wait was worth it. Soaring nearly 550 feet into the air, the Washington Monument was the
tallest structure in the world upon its completion, and it immediately began drawing hundreds of
thousands of visitors, who could either climb stairs to the top or ride an elevator. The monument has
remained one of the most instantly recognizable structures in the world ever since. There are
countless ways that the Great Emancipator has been commemorated across America, but the most
famous is the Lincoln Memorial, which would not be completed until well over half a century after
his death. Lincoln had called upon Americans to bind up their wounds in his Second Inaugural
Address, and in many ways the memorial was the result of the country's sectional reconciliation,
making it all the more fitting. In the end, the time it took to complete the memorial was worth the
wait, as the finished product included a masterfully sculpted statue of Lincoln sitting in the middle of
a giant structure that immediately brings to mind an Ancient Greek or Roman temple. Situated
across the National Mall from the Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial is perfectly
positioned, and thanks to Lincoln's presidency and freeing of the slaves, the memorial has become a
poignant symbol for protests, especially at the height of the Civil Rights Movement when Martin
Luther King, Jr. gave his “I Have a Dream” speech. Jefferson's life and career are still sometimes
fiercely debated today. As a result, it's only fitting that the Jefferson Memorial would also be
majestic and controversial. A tranquilly elegant neoclassical building fronted by slender pillars and
topped by a gently domed roof, the Jefferson Memorial stands among other American monuments
near the shores of the Tidal Basin in Washington D.C. Housing a five-ton, nineteen foot tall statue of
Thomas Jefferson, the building looks as though it could be as long-established as the White House
itself, but it is actually much newer. Facing opposition on several fronts when it was first proposed,
including outcries from those who objected to its neoclassical style.
  history of the jefferson memorial: The Most Famous Monuments of Washington D.C.
Charles River Charles River Editors, 2018-02-20 *Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the origins
and construction of the monuments written by people who worked on them *Includes bibliographies
for further reading *Includes a table of contents People have always loved symbols and monuments,
and monumental architecture has always been as much symbolic as functional. The pyramids of
ancient Egypt were artificial mountains expressing the link of the pharaoh to the gods, and
mountains have always been associated with the divine in the human imagination. The Colossus of
Rhodes, the Roman Senate House and Temple of Capitoline Jove, the Grand Teocalli and Tzompantli
or skull-rack of the Aztec capital Tenochtitlan, the Forbidden City of Peking, the Parisian Arc de
Triomphe de l'Etoile and the Brandenburg Gate of Berlin, all provide or provided material focuses
for national ideals, beliefs, and culture. There are countless ways that Washington, remembered as
first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen, has been commemorated across
America, but the most famous is the Washington Monument. Congress had actually called for
establishing a monument to Washington as far back as 1783, but it would not be until the 1830s that
work on the world's tallest obelisk began in earnest. In fact, while the Washington Monument is



taken as a given today, and it was designed to be unparalleled in the world, and commensurate with
the gratitude, liberality, and patriotism of the people by whom it is to be erected, there were several
issues that nearly prevented it from being a reality, including political arguments, costs, and lack of
progress. Though it may be hard to believe, the Washington Monument was not dedicated until the
1880s, nearly half a century after it was first proposed. By the time it was finished, however, it was
clear that the wait was worth it. Soaring nearly 550 feet into the air, the Washington Monument was
the tallest structure in the world upon its completion, and it immediately began drawing hundreds of
thousands of visitors, who could either climb stairs to the top or ride an elevator. The monument has
remained one of the most instantly recognizable structures in the world ever since. There are
countless ways that the Great Emancipator has been commemorated across America, but the most
famous is the Lincoln Memorial, which would not be completed until well over half a century after
his death. Lincoln had called upon Americans to bind up their wounds in his Second Inaugural
Address, and in many ways the memorial was the result of the country's sectional reconciliation,
making it all the more fitting. In the end, the time it took to complete the memorial was worth the
wait, as the finished product included a masterfully sculpted statue of Lincoln sitting in the middle of
a giant structure that immediately brings to mind an Ancient Greek or Roman temple. Situated
across the National Mall from the Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial is perfectly
positioned, and thanks to Lincoln's presidency and freeing of the slaves, the memorial has become a
poignant symbol for protests, especially at the height of the Civil Rights Movement when Martin
Luther King, Jr. gave his I Have a Dream speech. Jefferson's life and career are still sometimes
fiercely debated today. As a result, it's only fitting that the Jefferson Memorial would also be
majestic and controversial. A tranquilly elegant neoclassical building fronted by slender pillars and
topped by a gently domed roof, the Jefferson Memorial stands among other American monuments
near the shores of the Tidal Basin in Washington D.C. Housing a five-ton, nineteen foot tall statue of
Thomas Jefferson, the building looks as though it could be as long-established as the White House
itself, but it is actually much newer. Facing opposition on several fronts when it was first proposed,
including outcries from those who objected to its neoclassical style.
  history of the jefferson memorial: The Jefferson Memorial Through Time Amy Waters
Yarsinske, 2017-07-03 The Thomas Jefferson Memorial is America's foremost memorial to the
nation's third president. As an original adaptation of neoclassical architecture, modeled after Rome's
Pantheon, it is a key landmark in the monumental core of Washington, D.C., according to the
National Park Service, which administers and maintains the memorial. The circular, colonnaded
structure in the classic style was introduced to this country by Thomas Jefferson. Architect John
Russell Pope used Jefferson's own architectural tastes in the design of the memorial. Pope's
intention was to blend Jefferson's contribution as a statesman, architect, president of the United
States, drafter of the Declaration of Independence, adviser of the Constitution and founder of the
University of Virginia. Few major changes have been made to the Memorial since its dedication in
1943. The most important change, of note, was the replacement of the plaster model statue of
Thomas Jefferson with a bronze version of the same after World War II restrictions on the use of
metals were lifted. Each year the Jefferson Memorial plays host to various ceremonies, including
annual memorial exercises, Easter sunrise services and the ever-popular Cherry Blossom Festival.
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