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geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain is a phrase that instantly
transports us back to the medieval world of kings, heroes, and legends. This seminal work,
written in the 12th century, is not just a chronicle but a tapestry of myth, history, and
national identity that helped shape the perception of Britain’s past for centuries. Geoffrey
of Monmouth’s narrative blends folklore, historical events, and imaginative storytelling,
producing a fascinating account that has intrigued historians, literary scholars, and
enthusiasts of Arthurian legend alike.

The Origins of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Work

To understand the significance of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s *History of the Kings of Britain*
(Latin: *Historia Regum Britanniae*), it’s essential to know a bit about Geoffrey himself.
Little is definitively known about Geoffrey’s life, but he was a cleric and chronicler active
around the early to mid-1100s. His work was commissioned or at least written during a
time when Britain was eager to forge a distinct national identity, particularly after the
Norman Conquest.

The *History of the Kings of Britain* was first composed around 1136. It chronicles the
lives of legendary British kings starting from the mythical Trojan exile Brutus, who
supposedly founded Britain, to the 7th-century King Cadwaladr. Geoffrey’s narrative
weaves together various oral traditions, earlier chronicles, and his own inventions to
create a continuous history that was groundbreaking for its time.

Why This Work Stands Out

Unlike previous chronicles, which were often terse or fragmented, Geoffrey’s work was
expansive and engaging, written in Latin prose designed to appeal to aristocrats and
clerics alike. It is considered one of the first pieces of pseudo-historical literature,
blending fact with fiction in a way that many medieval readers accepted as near gospel.

This blending helped to fill the gaps in Britain’s early history, which was poorly
documented, with tales that provided a sense of grandeur and legitimacy to the island’s
past rulers. Geoffrey introduced many now-famous figures, including King Lear and
Merlin, who would later become staples in British folklore and literature.



Major Themes in Geoffrey of Monmouth History
of the Kings of Britain

Geoffrey’s narrative is rich with themes that echo the medieval mindset, including the
divine right of kings, the cyclical nature of history, and the heroic ideal. Understanding
these themes helps readers grasp why the book had such a lasting impact.

The Legendary Foundation of Britain

One of the most captivating aspects of Geoffrey’s history is the legendary origin story of
Britain itself. According to him, Britain was founded by Brutus, a descendant of the Trojan
hero Aeneas. After the fall of Troy, Brutus and his followers traveled to an island where
they established a new kingdom. This mythic origin linked Britain to the classical world
and elevated it to the status of a land with a noble and ancient heritage—an idea very
appealing to medieval audiences striving for political and cultural prestige.

The Rise and Fall of Kings

The *History of the Kings of Britain* is essentially a sweeping saga of monarchs who rise
to power, face moral and political challenges, and eventually decline, often due to internal
strife or betrayal. Geoffrey’s portrayal of kings such as King Leir (the inspiration for
Shakespeare’s *King Lear*) not only reflects the instability of medieval rulership but also
serves as cautionary tales about leadership and loyalty.

Merlin and the Supernatural

Geoffrey’s inclusion of Merlin the wizard adds a mystical dimension to his historical
narrative. Merlin is presented as a prophet and advisor whose supernatural abilities
influence the fate of Britain’s rulers. This blending of magic with history helped lay the
groundwork for the rich Arthurian legends that followed, merging the spiritual with the
temporal in a way that fascinated medieval and later readers.

The Impact and Legacy of Geoffrey’s Work

The influence of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s *History of the Kings of Britain* cannot be
overstated. It shaped not only how medieval Britons viewed their past but also how the
wider European literary tradition portrayed Britain and its heroes.



Shaping Arthurian Legend

Perhaps the most enduring legacy of Geoffrey’s history is its role in popularizing and
expanding the Arthurian legend. Geoffrey’s depiction of King Arthur transformed him from
a relatively obscure figure into a legendary British monarch whose story inspired
countless retellings in medieval romances and later literary works. Characters like
Guinevere, Mordred, and Merlin, as portrayed or introduced by Geoffrey, became staples
in the mythos surrounding King Arthur.

Influence on Later Historiography

While modern historians view Geoffrey’s *History of the Kings of Britain* as largely
fictional and historically unreliable, its impact on the development of British
historiography was profound. For centuries, scholars and chroniclers treated Geoffrey’s
chronicle as a foundational text, incorporating its stories into national histories and
genealogies.

Even Shakespeare drew on Geoffrey’s characters and themes, demonstrating the work’s
permeation into English literature and culture.

Controversies and Criticism

Because Geoffrey’s work mixes myth and invention with historical fact, it has been subject
to criticism since its inception. Medieval contemporaries and later historians questioned
the authenticity of some of his claims. With the rise of modern historical methods,
Geoffrey’s work has been largely discredited as factual history but remains invaluable as a
medieval literary and cultural artifact.

Exploring Geoffrey’s Narrative Structure and
Style

One of the reasons Geoffrey of Monmouth’s *History of the Kings of Britain* remains
engaging is its narrative style. Written in Latin prose, it is both accessible and dramatic,
filled with vivid descriptions and character-driven episodes.

Chronological Progression with Dramatic Flourishes

The book follows a roughly chronological timeline, but Geoffrey does not hesitate to
embellish events with speeches, prophecies, and imaginative details. This storytelling
approach made the history compelling to medieval readers who were used to oral
traditions and epic tales.



Use of Legendary Motifs

Geoffrey frequently employs motifs common in medieval literature such as exile and
return, tragic downfall, heroic quests, and divine intervention. These elements resonate
with larger themes in European storytelling and contribute to the work’s lasting appeal.

Why Geoffrey of Monmouth History of the Kings
of Britain Still Matters Today

Though it is not a reliable historical source by modern standards, Geoffrey’s *History of
the Kings of Britain* offers invaluable insights into medieval perspectives on identity,
mythology, and leadership. It highlights how history and legend can intertwine to create
powerful national narratives.

For enthusiasts of medieval literature, British history, or Arthurian legend, Geoffrey’s
work remains a foundational text. It invites readers to explore the fascinating interplay
between history and myth and to appreciate how storytelling shapes our understanding of
the past.

Whether you are a student, a history buff, or simply curious about the roots of British
legend, delving into Geoffrey of Monmouth’s account provides a captivating journey
through a world where kings wield swords and magic, and where the line between fact
and fiction blurs beautifully.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Geoffrey of Monmouth and why is he
significant in British history?
Geoffrey of Monmouth was a 12th-century cleric and chronicler known for writing
'Historia Regum Britanniae' (The History of the Kings of Britain), a pseudo-historical
account that popularized the legends of King Arthur and early British history.

What is 'The History of the Kings of Britain' about?
'The History of the Kings of Britain' is a medieval chronicle by Geoffrey of Monmouth that
traces the history of Britain from its mythical founding by Trojan exile Brutus to the 7th
century, blending legend, myth, and some historical elements.

How reliable is Geoffrey of Monmouth's 'History of the
Kings of Britain'?
Geoffrey's work is considered largely legendary and not historically accurate. It mixes



folklore, myth, and political propaganda, and modern historians regard it as a literary
work rather than a factual history.

What impact did Geoffrey of Monmouth's work have on
the Arthurian legend?
Geoffrey's 'History of the Kings of Britain' was instrumental in shaping the Arthurian
legend, introducing many elements and characters that became central to later medieval
literature and popular culture surrounding King Arthur.

When was 'The History of the Kings of Britain' written
and in what language?
Geoffrey of Monmouth wrote 'Historia Regum Britanniae' around 1136 AD, and it was
originally written in Latin.

Additional Resources
Geoffrey of Monmouth History of the Kings of Britain: An Analytical Review

geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain stands as one of the most
influential medieval texts shaping the understanding of Britain’s early history and
mythology. Written in the 12th century, this work blends legend, folklore, and historical
narrative, creating a sweeping chronicle of the island’s rulers from its mythical founding
to the arrival of the Saxons. Its impact on British historiography, literature, and national
identity remains profound, though the text’s historical accuracy has been a subject of
ongoing scholarly debate. This article delves into the origins, content, and legacy of
Geoffrey’s work, exploring why it continues to captivate historians and enthusiasts alike.

The Genesis of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s
Masterpiece

Geoffrey of Monmouth, a cleric and chronicler based in Wales, authored *Historia Regum
Britanniae* (History of the Kings of Britain) around 1136. This Latin text is often credited
with popularizing the legends of King Arthur and Merlin, weaving them into a grand
narrative that sought to provide Britain with a continuous line of monarchs. Geoffrey
claimed to have translated the work from an ancient British source, though no such
original has ever been found, raising questions about the text’s authenticity.

The historical backdrop of 12th-century Britain was one marked by political instability and
a burgeoning interest in national identity. Geoffrey’s chronicle arrived at a time when
Norman rulers sought to legitimize their control by connecting themselves to a glorious
and ancient British past. In this context, the *History of the Kings of Britain* served both
as a historical account and a piece of political propaganda.



Content Overview and Narrative Structure

The *History of the Kings of Britain* is a sprawling narrative that begins with the
legendary Trojan exile Brutus, who purportedly founded Britain. From this mythical origin,
Geoffrey traces the lineage of British kings through various epochs, including the reign of
the famed King Arthur and the prophetic Merlin. The text concludes with the Saxon
invasions, setting the stage for subsequent English history.

Key features of the narrative include:

Mythical Origins: The story of Brutus connects Britain to the classical world,
enhancing its prestige.

Integration of Legend: Figures like King Lear and King Arthur are depicted with a
blend of mythological grandeur and historical semblance.

Prophecy and Supernatural Elements: Merlin’s role as a prophet and magician
adds a mystical dimension to the chronicle.

This fusion of history and legend creates a rich tapestry that, while not strictly factual,
offers insight into medieval perspectives on kingship and national identity.

Historical Accuracy and Scholarly Criticism

Despite its literary appeal, the *Geoffrey of Monmouth history of the kings of britain* has
faced significant criticism from historians for its lack of verifiable evidence and
anachronistic content. Modern scholarship often considers the work more a piece of
historical fiction than a reliable chronicle.

Debates on Authenticity

No archaeological or documentary evidence supports the existence of many kings listed by
Geoffrey, including the early figures predating Roman Britain. The inclusion of fantastical
elements, such as magical prophecies and supernatural interventions, further distances
the narrative from strict historiography.

Some historians suggest Geoffrey’s work draws heavily from Welsh oral traditions, earlier
chronicles, and classical sources, recombining them creatively rather than presenting an
accurate account. This process reflects the medieval historiographical tradition, which
often blurred the lines between history and myth.



Impact on Later Histories and Literature

Despite—or perhaps because of—its questionable accuracy, Geoffrey’s chronicle
profoundly influenced subsequent British historical writing and literature. The text was
widely disseminated throughout medieval Europe, translated into multiple languages, and
served as a foundation for countless Arthurian romances and national histories.

Notably, Geoffrey’s portrayal of Arthur as a heroic and just king laid groundwork for later
medieval authors like Chrétien de Troyes and Thomas Malory. The narrative also
contributed to the shaping of British national identity by establishing a prestigious royal
lineage that predated Roman and Saxon rule.

Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Legacy in Modern
Context

The enduring fascination with the *History of the Kings of Britain* lies in its dual role as a
historical document and a literary creation. In contemporary scholarship, the text is
approached with a nuanced understanding of its context and purpose.

Reevaluation and Cultural Significance

Modern historians appreciate Geoffrey’s work as a window into 12th-century political
thought and cultural imagination. It reveals how medieval societies constructed their pasts
to serve present needs and how myth and history can intertwine to reinforce collective
identity.

In popular culture, the figures popularized by Geoffrey—King Arthur, Merlin, and
others—remain iconic, inspiring everything from literature and film to tourism and
national symbolism. The *History of the Kings of Britain* continues to be studied not only
for its content but also for its role in the evolution of storytelling and historiography.

SEO-Optimized Considerations for Further Study

For researchers and enthusiasts seeking to explore the *Geoffrey of Monmouth history of
the kings of britain*, several related topics and keywords enhance discoverability and
depth:

Medieval British chronicles

King Arthur legend origins

Merlin’s role in British mythology



Historical accuracy of medieval texts

12th-century historiography in Britain

These keywords and themes naturally complement discussions about Geoffrey’s work,
ensuring comprehensive coverage for academic or general readership.

The *History of the Kings of Britain* remains a cornerstone of British literary and
historical tradition, embodying the complex interplay between fact, fiction, and national
identity. Its study offers valuable insights into medieval worldviews and the power of
narrative in shaping cultural memory.
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  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The History of the Kings of
Britain Geoffrey of Monmouth, 2015-08-06 Completed in 1136, The History of the Kings of Britain
traces the story of the realm from its supposed foundation by Brutus to the coming of the Saxons
some two thousand years later. Vividly portraying legendary and semi-legendary figures such as
Lear, Cymbeline, Merlin the magician and the most famous of all British heroes, King Arthur, it is as
much myth as it is history and its veracity was questioned by other medieval writers. But Geoffrey of
Monmouth's powerful evocation of illustrious men and deeds captured the imagination of
subsequent generations, and his influence can be traced through the works of Malory, Shakespeare,
Dryden and Tennyson.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The History of the Kings of
Britain Geoffrey of Monmouth, The History of the Kings of Britain was originally published under
the Latin title, Historia Regum Britanniae, by Anglo-Saxon monk, Geoffrey of Monmouth. The
chronicle is famous as the original source of the legend of Sir Arthur and the Knights of the Round
Table, as well as the Prophecies of Merlin. The chronicle is also the original source of “King Leir,”
from which Shakespeare adapted his famous play by the same name. The chronicle recounts the
origins of Britain from the time of Brutus and the Roman conquest of the British Isles. It is a
semi-fantastical account of the origin of the British Kings and contains a storehouse of British
history, fantasy and legend. An indispensible piece to any student, or admirer, of the history of the
British Isles.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The History of the Kings of Britain
Geoffrey (of Monmouth, Bishop of St. Asaph), Michael D. Reeve, Neil Wright, 2009 New translation
of Geoffrey of Monmouth's Latin history - the first work to recount the woes of Lear and the
glittering career of Arthur.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The History of the Kings of Britain
Geoffrey of Monmouth, 2007-12-11 The History of the Kings of Britain is arguably the most
influential text written in England in the Middle Ages. The work narrates a linear history of
pre-Saxon Britain, from its founding by Trojan exiles to the loss of native British (Celtic) sovereignty
in the face of Germanic invaders. Along the way, Geoffrey introduces readers to such familiar figures
as King Lear, Cymbeline, Vortigern, the prophet Merlin, and a host of others. Most importantly, he
provides the first birth-to-death account of the life of King Arthur. His focus on that king’s reign
sparked the vogue for Arthurian romance throughout medieval Europe that has continued into the
twenty-first century. This new translation is the first in over forty years and the first to be based on
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the Bern manuscript, now considered the authoritative Latin text. It is accompanied by an
introduction that highlights the significance of Geoffrey’s work in his own day and focuses in
particular on the ambiguous status of the text between history and fiction. Appendices include
historical sources, early responses to the History, and other medieval writings on King Arthur and
Merlin.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: Geoffrey of Monmouth , 1966
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: Geoffrey of Monmouth's History
of the Kings of Britain Thomas Stanley ROBERTS, 1932*
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: De Gestis Britonum Geoffrey (of
Monmouth, Bishop of St. Asaph), 2007 Written in the 1130s, Geoffrey's imaginative history of the
Britons from Brutus to Cadwallader, and the first to recount the woes of Lear and the glittering
career of Arthur, rapidly became a bestseller. An ideal text for scholars, this is a reprint of the Latin
text with a facing English translation.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: History of the Kings of Britain
Geoffrey Monmouth, Aaron Thompson, J. A. Giles, Alex Struik, 2012-09-21 The Historia Regum
Britanniae (English: The History of the Kings of Britain) is a pseudo-historical account of British
history, written circa 1136 by Geoffrey of Monmouth. It chronicles the lives of the kings of the
Britons in a chronological narrative spanning a time of two thousand years, beginning with the
Trojans founding the British nation and continuing until the Anglo-Saxons assumed control of much
of Britain around the 7th century. Geoffrey's account can be seen to be wildly inaccurate - but it
remains a valuable piece of medieval literature, which contains the earliest known version of the
story of King Lear and his three daughters, and introduced non-Welsh-speakers to the legend of King
Arthur.Geoffrey of Monmouth (circa 1100 – 1155) was a cleric and one of the major figures in the
development of British historiography and the popularity of tales of King Arthur. He is best known
for his chronicle Historia Regum Britanniae (History of the Kings of Britain), which was widely
popular in its day and was credited, well into the 16th century, being translated into various other
languages from its original Latin.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The British History of Geoffrey of
Monmouth Geoffrey (of Monmouth, Bishop of St. Asaph), 1842
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: History of the Kings of Britain
Geoffrey (of Monmouth, Bishop of St. Asaph), 1958 Geoffrey of Monmouth is called the father of
Arthurian romance. In this legendary history of Britain the chapters of central importance recount
the fabulous exploits of King Arthur and his knights.--Back cover.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: Histories of the Kings of Britain
Geoffrey (of Monmouth, Bishop of St. Asaph), 1920
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The History of the Kings of
Britain Geoffrey Monmouth, 2015-03-26 The History of the Kings of Britain, which was published in
the 12th century, is one of the first books to have ever collected the stories of King Arthur and the
Prophesies of Merlin. It contains the original subject matter for the story of Shakespeare's King Lear
and some histories of Brutus and the origin of the British Isles. A masterpiece in the English literary
canon.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The History of the Kings of Britain
David W. Burchmore, 2019 Geoffrey of Monmouth's History of the Kings of Britain--the earliest book
to detail the legendary foundation of Britain and life of King Arthur--was widely read during the
Middle Ages. This volume presents the first English translation of what may have been his source,
the anonymous First Variant Version, attested in just a handful of manuscripts.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: Geoffrey of Monmouth: The History of
the Kings of Britain : an Edition and Translation of De Gestis Britonum (Historia Regum Britanniae)
(Arthurian Studies, 69) Geoffrey,
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: Proceedings of the Battle
Conference Marjorie Chibnall, 1991 Abbey, town and early charters of Battle; Anglo-Norman



succession 1120-1125; Aethelings in Normandy; 11c Barons and their Officials; Coinage and
currency under Henry I; Early earls of Norman England; Geoffrey of Monmouth's History of the
Kings of Britain; Ivo of Chartres; Landholding by Milites in Domesday; Robert of Belleme; Robert of
Mortain; Sculpture romane de Normandie; William I's Breton supporters; William of Malmesbury's
description of Jerusalem. E. SEARLE, L. BARKER, M. BAYLE, M. BLACKBURN, D.F. FLEMING, J.
GILLINGHAM, B. GOLDING, A. GRABOIS, K.S.B. KEATS-ROHAN, S. KEYNES, C.P. LEWIS, K.
LEYSER, J.F.A. MASON, K. THOMPSON.24 plates, figs.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: Histories of the Kings of Britain
Geoffery of Monmouth, 2018-06-02 Historia regum Britanniae (The History of the Kings of Britain),
originally called De gestis Britonum (On the Deeds of the Britons), is a pseudohistorical (fictitious)
account of British history, written around 1136 by Geoffrey of Monmouth. It chronicles the lives of
the kings of the Britons over the course of two thousand years, beginning with the Trojans founding
the British nation and continuing until the Anglo-Saxons assumed control of much of Britain around
the 7th century. It is one of the central pieces of the Matter of Britain.Although taken as historical
well into the 16th century, it is now considered to have no value as history. When events described,
such as Julius Caesar's invasions of Britain, can be corroborated from contemporary histories,
Geoffrey's account can be seen to be wildly inaccurate. It remains, however, a valuable piece of
medieval literature, which contains the earliest known version of the story of King Lear and his three
daughters, and helped popularise the legend of King Arthur.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: Histories of the Kings of Britain
Geoffry of Monmouth, 2018-06-24 Histories of the Kings of Britain By Geoffry of Monmouth
Completed in 1136, this classic chronicle traces the story of the realm from its supposed foundation
by Brutus to the coming of the Saxons some two thousand years later. Vividly portraying legendary
and semi-legendary figures such as Lear, Cymbeline, Merlin the magician, and the most famous of
all British heroes, King Arthur, it is as much myth as it is history, and its veracity was questioned by
other medieval writers. But Geoffrey of Monmouth's powerful evocation of illustrious men and deeds
captured the imagination of subsequent generations, and his influence can be traced through the
works of Malory, Shakespeare, Dryden, and Tennyson. We are delighted to publish this classic book
as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out
of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our
publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir literature, and our view is that
this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades.
The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original
works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff.
Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as
possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work,
and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The Haskins Society Journal 18
Stephen Morillo, Stephen R. Morillo, 2007-10-18 Fruits of the most recent research on the worlds of
the eleventh and twelfth centuries are presented in this collection. It features several articles on
textual criticism with important revisions to controversial texts and their readings, as well as pieces
on cultural history, an investigation into monetary history, and analyses of the legal and political
mechanisms of conquest. Contributors: MARTIN AURELL, NICHOLAS PAUL, ROBERT F.
BERKHOFER III, STEFAN JURASINSKI, JULIE KERR, KIMM STARR-REID, TARA GALE, JOHN
LANGDON, NATALIE LEISHMAN, ALAN M. STAHL, KENNETH PENNINGTON
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: Histories of the Kings of Britain
Geoffrey of Monmouth, 2015-05-06 Written shortly after the Norman conquest, Monmouth's
“Histories of the Kings of Britain” attempted to create, for the British people, a national epic. In this
seminal volume, he constructed a mythical history for Britain through the retelling of traditional
tales, in particular stories of King Lear and King Arthur. Geoffrey of Monmouth (1095–1155) was a
British cleric. He was one of the key who helped develop British historiography and popularised the



tales of King Arthur—of which he represents the primary source. Other notable works by this author
include: “The History of the Kings of Britain”, “Prophecies of Merlin”, and “Life of Merlin”. This
vintage book will appeal to those with an interest in the original tales of King Arthur and British
legends in general. Many vintage books such as this are becoming increasingly scarce and
expensive. We are republishing this volume now in an affordable, modern, high-quality edition
complete with a specially commissioned new biography of the author.
  geoffrey of monmouth history of the kings of britain: The New Cambridge Bibliography
of English Literature George Watson, Ian Roy Willison, 1974
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