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Gary Moore Still Got the Blues Lyrics: A Deep Dive Into the Iconic Song

gary moore still got the blues lyrics have long captivated fans of blues rock and guitar enthusiasts
worldwide. This timeless track, released in 1990, showcases Gary Moore’s exceptional guitar skills and
emotional depth as a songwriter. But beyond the evocative guitar solos and melancholic melodies, the lyrics
themselves tell a story that resonates with anyone who has experienced heartache and longing. Let’s
explore the lyrics in detail, understand their meaning, and see why this song continues to be a staple in
blues music collections.

The Story Behind Gary Moore Still Got the Blues Lyrics

Gary Moore was already an accomplished rock and blues guitarist before he released “Still Got the Blues,”
but this song marked a significant shift in his career. The lyrics reflect a deep sense of loss and yearning,
themes that are central to traditional blues music. The narrative unfolds as a confession of sorrow, where
Moore sings about a love that has left him feeling empty but still deeply attached.

The words paint vivid emotional imagery of loneliness and regret, allowing listeners to connect on a
personal level. Lines like “Used to be so easy to give my heart away / But I found out the hard way,
there’s a price you have to pay” speak to the vulnerability

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the lyrics of Gary Moore's 'Still Got the
Blues'?
The lyrics of 'Still Got the Blues' express a deep sense of longing and heartache over a lost love, capturing
the emotional pain that lingers despite the passage of time.

Who wrote the lyrics for Gary Moore's 'Still Got the Blues'?
Gary Moore himself wrote the lyrics for 'Still Got the Blues,' drawing from his personal experiences and
feelings about love and loss.



Can you provide the opening lines of 'Still Got the Blues' by Gary Moore?
The opening lines are: 'Used to hold my baby, hand in hand, used to walk with my baby, down by the
river sand.'

What genre does 'Still Got the Blues' by Gary Moore belong to based on
its lyrics?
'Still Got the Blues' is a blues rock ballad, and its lyrics reflect traditional blues themes of heartbreak, sorrow,
and emotional vulnerability.

Are there any notable covers or performances of 'Still Got the Blues'
featuring the original lyrics?
Yes, many artists have covered 'Still Got the Blues,' often keeping the original lyrics intact to preserve the
song's emotional impact, including live performances by blues musicians worldwide.

How do the lyrics of 'Still Got the Blues' reflect Gary Moore's musical
style?
The lyrics showcase Moore's ability to convey raw emotion and storytelling through simple yet powerful
words, complementing his expressive guitar playing and blues-influenced style.

Where can I find the official lyrics to Gary Moore's 'Still Got the Blues'?
Official lyrics are available on Gary Moore's official website, music lyric platforms like Genius or AZLyrics,
and in the liner notes of the album 'Still Got the Blues.'

What themes are explored in the lyrics of 'Still Got the Blues'?
The lyrics explore themes of love lost, regret, enduring pain, and the persistence of emotional scars long
after a relationship has ended.

Has Gary Moore ever explained the story behind the lyrics of 'Still Got
the Blues'?
Gary Moore mentioned in interviews that 'Still Got the Blues' was inspired by his own experiences with
heartbreak and the feeling of not being able to move on from a past love, which is reflected in the song's
poignant lyrics.



Additional Resources
Gary Moore Still Got the Blues Lyrics: A Deep Dive into the Heart of a Classic

gary moore still got the blues lyrics have long captivated audiences, resonating with fans of blues rock and
guitar aficionados worldwide. This iconic song, released in 1990, marked a significant shift in Moore’s
musical direction, blending his virtuosic guitar skills with raw emotional storytelling. Exploring the lyrics
reveals not only a narrative of sorrow and longing but also a testament to Moore’s ability to channel
authentic blues sentiment through his songwriting.

Understanding the Emotional Core of "Still Got the Blues"

At its essence, the song’s lyrics articulate the pain of lost love and the enduring nature of heartache. The
phrase “still got the blues” succinctly expresses a lingering emotional state, one that refuses to fade despite
the passage of time. This theme is a cornerstone of traditional blues music, yet Moore’s rendition brings a
rock-infused energy that broadens its appeal.

The lyrics open with a confession of vulnerability:

I’ve still got the blues for you

This simple line encapsulates the song's core message: the persistence of emotional wounds. Unlike fleeting
sadness, these blues are chronic, suggesting a deep and enduring loss. The narrative continues, painting a
vivid picture of loneliness and yearning, which is a universal human experience, making the song
relatable across diverse audiences.

Thematic Elements in the Lyrics

Gary Moore’s lyrics delve into several key themes commonly associated with blues music:

Unrequited love: The song’s protagonist mourns a love that has ended or never fully materialized.

Heartache and regret: Lyrics hint at mistakes and missed chances, evoking a melancholic reflection
on the past.

Loneliness: The emotional isolation following a breakup is palpable throughout the verses.



These themes are conveyed through straightforward yet evocative language, allowing listeners to project
their own emotions onto the song. Unlike more abstract lyrics, Moore’s words are direct and accessible, a
quality that enhances the song’s emotional impact.

Musical Composition Complementing the Lyrics

Gary Moore’s ability to fuse lyrical content with his instrumental prowess is a distinguishing feature of
"Still Got the Blues." The lyrics, while powerful on their own, are elevated by the soulful guitar solos that
weave through the song. His playing incorporates bending notes, vibrato, and phrasing that mimic a human
voice’s expressiveness, effectively “singing” the blues beyond the vocal performance.

The slow tempo and minor key setting provide a somber backdrop, aligning perfectly with the
melancholic lyrics. This synergy between the words and music creates an immersive listening experience
that has helped the song maintain its popularity over decades.

Comparison with Other Blues Classics

When compared to traditional blues standards by artists like B.B. King or Stevie Ray Vaughan, Gary
Moore’s "Still Got the Blues" stands out for its polished production and rock-inflected sound. While classic
blues often rely on repetitive structures and raw vocal delivery, Moore’s track showcases a more modern
approach, blending technical guitar mastery with heartfelt lyricism.

This fusion can be seen as both a strength and a weakness:

Pros: The song appeals to a broader audience, bridging blues purists and rock fans.

Cons: Some blues purists may find the polished production less authentic compared to raw traditional
recordings.

Nevertheless, the enduring popularity of the song underscores its effectiveness in conveying the blues
spirit in a contemporary context.

Analyzing the Impact of "Still Got the Blues" Lyrics in Gary



Moore’s Career

The release of "Still Got the Blues" marked a pivotal moment in Gary Moore’s career, steering him away
from the hard rock and heavy metal scenes into a more blues-oriented direction. The lyrics played a crucial
role in this transition, emphasizing emotional depth over technical showmanship alone.

The song’s success introduced Moore to new audiences and solidified his reputation as a versatile guitarist
capable of expressing profound feeling through music. It is often cited as one of his signature tracks, largely
due to the relatable and poignant lyrics that strike a chord with listeners.

Influence on Subsequent Blues and Rock Music

Gary Moore’s lyrical approach in "Still Got the Blues" has influenced a generation of guitarists and
songwriters looking to blend technical skill with emotional storytelling. The song’s lyrics serve as a
blueprint for balancing narrative clarity with poetic simplicity, an approach that many artists have
emulated.

Moreover, the track’s popularity helped revive interest in blues rock during the early 1990s, a period
when the genre was competing with emerging musical styles. The heartfelt lyrics, combined with
Moore’s expressive guitar work, demonstrated that blues themes could remain relevant and compelling in
a modern musical landscape.

Exploring Specific Lines from the Lyrics

A closer look at select lines reveals the craftsmanship behind the song’s emotional resonance:

I’m crying, yes I’m crying, still got the blues for you

Here, repetition emphasizes the depth of sorrow. The straightforward declaration of crying is raw and
unfiltered, reinforcing the vulnerability at the song’s heart.

Used to hold my head up high, high above the crowd

This line contrasts past confidence with present despair, highlighting the transformative power of
heartbreak. The imagery of being “above the crowd” conveys former pride and social standing, now
diminished.

I’m crying, yes I’m crying, still got the blues for you



The return to this refrain at the song’s climax creates a cyclical feeling, suggesting that the pain remains
unresolved.

Each line operates not just as a lyrical statement but as a narrative device that moves the listener through
stages of grief and acceptance, a hallmark of effective blues songwriting.

The Role of Repetition and Structure

The lyrics of "Still Got the Blues" utilize repetition strategically to reinforce emotional themes. The
recurring chorus acts as an anchor, grounding the song amid the expressive guitar solos and dynamic
musical shifts.

This structural choice enhances memorability, making the lyrics easy to recall and sing along to, which is a
significant factor in the song’s lasting popularity. The balance between storytelling verses and emotive
choruses exemplifies a classic songwriting formula adapted skillfully by Moore.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Gary Moore’s Lyrics

Gary Moore’s "Still Got the Blues" lyrics continue to resonate due to their authentic portrayal of heartache
and emotional persistence. By combining simple yet evocative language with a compelling musical
arrangement, Moore crafted a song that transcends its era. The track remains a benchmark for artists
seeking to blend technical guitar proficiency with genuine emotional expression.

In the broader context of blues rock, "Still Got the Blues" stands as a testament to the power of heartfelt
lyrics. Gary Moore’s work invites listeners not only to admire his guitar skills but to connect with the
universal experience of longing and loss—an experience eloquently captured in the very words of his
enduring song.
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  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: First 50 Blues Songs You Should Play on Guitar Hal
Leonard Corp., 2018-10-01 (Guitar Collection). If you're looking to expand your guitar chops into the
blues, this is the collection for you! Includes easy guitar arrangements for 50 songs in notes and tab
with lyrics: All Your Love (I Miss Loving) * Bad to the Bone * Born Under a Bad Sign * Dust My
Broom * Hoodoo Man Blues * I'm Your Hoochie Coochie Man * Little Red Rooster * Messin' with the
Kid * Pride and Joy * Still Got the Blues * The Thrill Is Gone * You Shook Me * and many more.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: The Ultimate Book of Blues Guitar Legends Pete
Prown, 2024-10-29 Sure to strike a chord with guitarists and blues fans, this authoritative and
photo-filled volume includes over 150 of the genre’s greatest players and performers from the
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prewar era to present. From blues pioneers like Robert Johnson, Son House, Blind Lemon Jefferson,
and Memphis Minnie to today’s hottest guitar slingers such as Derek Trucks, Joe Bonamassa, Gary
Clark Jr., and Samantha Fish, The Ultimate Book of Blues Guitar Legends is your guide to the
instruments and musicians that made blues a cornerstone of American culture and the very
foundation of rock and roll. Author and guitar journalist Pete Prown presents his subjects by
blues-defining eras and subgenres, including: early acoustic and country blues, Chicago blues, the
British Invasion, blues rock, and more. Prown’s knowledgeable discussions examine specific
noteworthy guitars each player made famous, as well as effects pedals, amplifiers, and career
overviews that include the players’ first-person revelations and insights. Illustrated with photos of
the guitarists in action, the book also features sidebars on influencers who were pioneers of various
styles and subgenres, techniques like slide guitar, blues jargon, and influential women who helped
shape the blues. Guitarists profiled include: Robert Johnson Son House T-Bone Walker Clarence
“Gatemouth” Brown Lightnin’ Hopkins B. B. King Freddie King Albert King Albert Collins Otis Rush
Buddy Guy John Lee Hooker Mississippi John Hurt Muddy Waters Howlin’ Wolf Brian Jones Keith
Richards Michael Bloomfield Eric Clapton Jimi Hendrix Peter Green Jeff Beck Jimmy Page Mick
Taylor Alvin Lee Duane Allman Dickey Betts Johnny Winter Roy Buchanan Carlos Santana Billy F
Gibbons Rory Gallagher Lowell George Robin Trower Stevie Ray Vaughan Jimmie Vaughan Robert
Cray Bonnie Raitt Gary Moore Kenny Wayne Shepherd Jonny Lang Sonny Landreth Warren Haynes
Derek Trucks Joe Bonamassa Gary Clark Jr. Christone Ingram
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: The Words and Music of George Harrison Ian Inglis,
2010-03-23 This book offers a comprehensive assessment of the music of George Harrison, revealing
him as one of the most gifted and authentic singer-songwriters of his generation. The Words and
Music of George Harrison is an in-depth appreciation of this often underappreciated musician,
following Harrison's development as a singer-songwriter from his earliest songs with The Beatles
through his final album, Brainwashed, released after his 2001 death from brain cancer. The Words
and Music of George Harrison sheds new light on Harrison's 40-year career, examining his music
output in the context of the enormous personal and professional changes he underwent, from the
early days in Liverpool and the global explosion of Beatlemania through a solo career marked by
spiritual concerns, political activism, and high-profile collaborations. As the book shows, at every
stage, George Harrison's songs posed questions, provided commentaries, and looked for solutions,
with results that add up to a remarkable music legacy.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Gary Moore - Still Got the Blues Gary Moore, 1991
(Guitar Recorded Versions). The finest effort yet from Gary Moore includes: Still Got The Blues *
That Kind Of Woman * All Your Love * Texas Strut * and many more. Includes color photos and a
special introduction section. Eleven songs in all.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Mystical One Elliot J. Huntley, 2004 This biography of
Harrison's post-Beatles life celebrates his career as a musician and independent filmmaker.
Analysing Harrison's solo albums as well as his work with the Travelling Wilburys, this work also
incorporates Harrison's final album, Brainwashed. Delving into the ex-Beatle's personal life, the
book examines Harrison's high-profile divorce from Patti Boyd, his battles with cancer, and a
near-death experience at the hands of an attacker in 1999.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: The Blues Hal Leonard Publishing Corporation, 1995
(Paperback Songs). Melody lines, lyrics, chords and guitar chord diagrams for 110 blues classics,
including: After You've Gone * Basin Street Blues * Chicago Blues * Crossroads * I Ain't Got Nobody
* I Believe I'll Dust My Broom * Killing Floor * Nobody Knows You When You're Down and Out * The
Sky Is Crying * St. Louis Blues * Stormy Weather * Sweet Home Chicago * The Thrill Is Gone *
Tobacco Road * You Shook Me * and dozens more!
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: The Great Rock Discography Martin Charles Strong,
1995 The most incredible and indispensable directory ever published. Contains the 1,000 most
important figures in the history of rock, ranging from ABBA to ZZ Top, Chuck Berry to the B-52's,
Bob Dylan to DEVO, Bob Marley to Motorhead, and Pink Floyd to the Police. Features complete



discographies of all featured artists -- including all singles and full track listings for each album; US
and UK chart positions for every album and single; and biographies, style analysis, and
recommended albums for each artist. Illustrated.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: The British Catalogue of Music , 2004
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Gary Moore Gary Moore, 2011-10-01 (Guitar
Play-Along). The Guitar Play-Along series will help you play your favorite songs quickly and easily!
Just follow the tab, listen to the audio to hear how the guitar should sound, and then play along
using the separate backing tracks. The melody and lyrics are also included in the book in case you
want to sing, or to simply help you follow along. 8 songs: Cold Day in Hell * Empty Rooms * The
Loner * Oh Pretty Woman * Since I Met You Baby * Still Got the Blues * Texas Strut * Walking by
Myself.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Complete Guitar Player Joe Bennett, 2005-03 A-Z
guide illustrated in color throughout.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: High Fidelity News and Record Review , 1990
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Gary Moore Gary Moore, Hal Leonard Corporation,
1991-11
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Gary Moore Still Got the Blues Josefina S De La
Cruz, Warner Bros. Publications, 2000-03-01
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: CD Review , 1993
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Hi-fi News & Record Review , 1996
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Gary Moore Still Got the Blues 에이씨씨뮤직편집부, 2011-08-01
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Rollin' and Tumblin' Jas Obrecht, 2000-07 Featuring
interviews with some of the most influential blues musicians who ever lived, this guide explores the
electric guitar pioneers and practitioners of Chicago and Delta blues, including such historic figures
as Lightnin' Hopkins, T-Bone Walker, Elmore James, Jimmie Reed, and Freddie King. Original.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Best of Gary Moore (Songbook) Gary Moore,
2011-07-01 (Guitar Recorded Versions). 14 of this blues/rock axe master's transcriptions, from his
Thin Lizzy days as well as his solo career. Songs: Bad for You Baby * Cold Day in Hell * Empty
Rooms * The Loner * Midnight Blues * Oh Pretty Woman * Out in the Fields * Over the Hills and Far
Away * Parisienne Walkways * Since I Met You Baby * Still Got the Blues * Texas Strut * Victims of
the Future * Walking by Myself.
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Big City Blues , 2002-02
  gary moore still got the blues lyrics: Metal Garry Sharpe-Young, 2007 This is a
comprehensive, illustrated book about one of the most enduringly popular forms of music.
Combining biography, critical analysis, and detailed reference sections, it profiles all the major
heavy metal artists as well as a huge selection of other niche acts from around the world. Metal: The
Definitive Guide includes new firsthand interviews with many major metal musicians and detailed
discographies. It is the definitive metal encyclopedia.The over 300 illustrations in this book
encompass fantastic including artist pictures and memorabilia such as posters, ticket stubs, and
much more.
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