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Democracy and the Foreigner: Navigating Inclusion Beyond Borders

democracy and the foreigner — this phrase opens up a fascinating dialogue
about the intersection of political systems and global citizenship. In
today’s interconnected world, democracy is often viewed as a framework that
promotes participation, representation, and rights. But what happens when
those who live within democratic societies are not citizens? How do
democracies engage with foreigners, immigrants, and non-citizen residents?
This article explores the complex relationship between democracy and the
foreigner, shedding light on challenges, opportunities, and the evolving
nature of democratic inclusion.

The Essence of Democracy and Its Boundaries

At its core, democracy is about governance by the people. Traditionally, this
concept has been tied closely to the idea of citizenship — those who hold
legal membership in a state possess the right to vote, run for office, and
influence policy decisions. However, the modern landscape is far more
diverse. Increasing migration, globalization, and human mobility mean that
many individuals live, work, and contribute to societies without formal
citizenship.

Who Counts as “The People”?

One of the key questions democracy faces is: who is included in the political
community? The “people” in “government by the people” often implies citizens,
but this definition excludes a significant population of foreigners,
permanent residents, refugees, and even undocumented migrants. Some
democracies have begun expanding political rights to non-citizens, such as
allowing long-term residents to vote in local elections, recognizing their
stake in community matters.

This shift challenges the traditional boundaries of democracy and pushes
societies to reconsider what inclusion means. Is democracy purely a legal
status, or can it be more broadly defined to include anyone affected by
governance?

Foreigners’ Political Rights in Democracies: A
Global Overview

Different democracies handle the question of foreigners’ political rights in
diverse ways, reflecting historical, cultural, and legal differences.

Local Voting Rights for Non-Citizens

Some countries grant foreigners the right to vote in local elections after



residing for a certain period. For example:

New Zealand: Permanent residents can vote in all elections, including
national ones, after living there for at least one year.

Sweden and Denmark: Non-citizen residents may vote in local elections
after a defined residency period.

Belgium: Allows EU citizens residing in the country to vote in municipal
elections.

These examples demonstrate how democracies can adapt to include foreigners in
participatory processes, recognizing their contributions and stake in
society.

Limitations and Controversies

Despite these inclusions, many democracies restrict political rights to
citizens, especially concerning national elections. Critics argue that
extending such rights to foreigners could dilute national sovereignty or lead
to divided loyalties. On the other hand, exclusion can foster alienation,
social divides, and undermine social cohesion.

In countries with high immigrant populations, debates around foreigners’
political participation often reflect broader tensions about identity,
integration, and national narratives. Balancing security concerns with
democratic inclusivity remains a delicate challenge.

Democracy, Immigration, and Social Integration

Democracy and the foreigner intersect not only in political rights but also
in social and cultural integration. Democratic societies thrive when all
residents, regardless of origin, feel included and able to participate
meaningfully.

Participation Beyond Voting

Political engagement extends beyond casting ballots. Foreigners contribute to
democracies through civic participation, community organizing, advocacy, and
cultural exchange. Encouraging these forms of involvement can strengthen
democratic values and foster mutual understanding.

Promoting Inclusion Through Policy

Governments can adopt policies that facilitate integration and promote
democratic participation among foreigners:



Language and civics education: Offering accessible classes helps
newcomers understand democratic processes and their rights.

Pathways to citizenship: Streamlining naturalization processes enables
foreigners to fully engage politically.

Anti-discrimination measures: Protecting foreigners from xenophobia and
bias supports a healthy democratic environment.

Inclusive policies acknowledge the multifaceted identities within democracies
and help build resilient societies.

The Role of International Norms and Human
Rights

Democracy and the foreigner also engage with broader international norms.
Human rights frameworks emphasize dignity, equality, and non-discrimination,
principles that align with democratic ideals.

Universal Rights Versus National Sovereignty

International human rights treaties advocate for the protection of migrants
and foreigners, ensuring access to justice, freedom of expression, and
protection from arbitrary detention. Democracies that uphold these rights
demonstrate a commitment to universal principles beyond borders.

However, states often navigate tension between respecting sovereignty and
adhering to international norms. How democracies reconcile these issues
affects their global standing and internal cohesion.

Global Citizenship and Transnational Democracy

The rise of global challenges—climate change, migration crises,
pandemics—calls for democratic engagement beyond national borders. Concepts
like global citizenship and transnational democracy envision political
participation that includes foreigners regardless of nationality.

While still largely theoretical, these ideas encourage democracies to think
expansively about inclusion, responsibility, and cooperation in a globalized
world.

Challenges Facing Democracy and the Foreigner
Today

Despite progress in some areas, many obstacles remain in integrating
foreigners into democratic life.



Populism and Anti-Immigrant Sentiments

Recent years have seen a rise in populist movements that often scapegoat
foreigners and immigrants, framing them as threats to national identity and
security. This rhetoric can undermine democratic values such as tolerance,
pluralism, and respect for minority rights.

Legal Barriers and Disenfranchisement

In numerous democracies, legal frameworks continue to exclude foreigners from
meaningful political participation. This disenfranchisement can lead to
marginalization and reduced access to public services, impacting social
stability.

Social and Economic Integration

Democracy thrives on active participation, but if foreigners face structural
inequalities—such as poor access to education, employment, or housing—their
ability to engage politically diminishes.

Looking Forward: Embracing a More Inclusive
Democracy

As societies evolve, so too must democratic systems. Recognizing the
contributions of foreigners and enhancing their political and social
inclusion is not just a matter of fairness but also one of democratic
vitality.

Encouraging dialogue, fostering education about democratic principles, and
reforming laws to be more inclusive can help bridge the gap between
citizenship and residency. Democracies that embrace diversity and pluralism
often find themselves more resilient and dynamic.

In the end, democracy and the foreigner is a conversation about expanding the
circle of belonging and participation. It challenges us to rethink identity,
rights, and community in an increasingly interconnected world.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do democratic countries typically handle voting
rights for foreigners?

Democratic countries vary in their policies regarding voting rights for
foreigners. Some allow permanent residents to vote in local elections, while
others restrict voting rights exclusively to citizens. The approach often
reflects national perspectives on integration and political participation.



What challenges do foreigners face in participating
in democratic processes abroad?

Foreigners often face legal barriers, such as lack of voting rights or
residency requirements, as well as social and linguistic challenges that
limit their political participation. Additionally, some may experience
discrimination or lack of access to information about the democratic process.

How does the presence of foreigners impact democratic
decision-making in host countries?

The presence of foreigners can enrich democratic decision-making by
introducing diverse perspectives and fostering multicultural policies.
However, it can also lead to political tensions if there are perceptions of
competition over resources or cultural identity, influencing debates on
immigration and integration.

Are there examples of democracies granting full
political rights to non-citizen residents?

Yes, some democracies like New Zealand and certain municipalities in
countries like Spain and Denmark grant non-citizen residents the right to
vote in local elections. These policies aim to promote inclusivity and
acknowledge the contributions of foreigners to local communities.

What role do international human rights norms play in
shaping the political rights of foreigners in
democracies?

International human rights norms advocate for non-discrimination and
political participation rights, influencing democracies to consider extending
political rights to foreigners. Treaties like the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights encourage states to respect political
participation, although implementation varies widely.

How do populist movements in democracies affect
foreigners' political rights?

Populist movements often emphasize national sovereignty and identity, which
can lead to restrictive policies on immigration and limit foreigners'
political rights. Such movements may mobilize public opinion against
extending voting rights or political participation to non-citizens.

What mechanisms exist to ensure that foreigners'
interests are represented in democratic governance?

Mechanisms include advisory councils, representation through immigrant-
focused political parties, local voting rights, and inclusive policymaking
processes. These tools help incorporate foreigners' perspectives and promote
their integration within democratic systems.



Additional Resources
Democracy and the Foreigner: Navigating Inclusion and Sovereignty in a
Globalized World

democracy and the foreigner form an intricate and often contentious nexus in
contemporary political discourse. As democratic states grapple with the
realities of globalization, migration, and transnational challenges,
questions arise about the role and rights of foreigners within democratic
frameworks. This complex interplay touches on issues of citizenship,
political participation, national sovereignty, and human rights, revealing
tensions between inclusive democratic ideals and the protection of a polity’s
core identity. Understanding how democracies manage the presence and
influence of foreigners is crucial for policymakers, scholars, and citizens
alike in an era defined by unprecedented mobility and cultural exchange.

The Democratic Dilemma: Sovereignty versus
Inclusion

Democracy, traditionally understood as a system governed by the will of the
people, often presupposes a defined political community with shared rights
and responsibilities. This community usually aligns with the citizenry, whose
participation in decision-making processes legitimizes governance. The
arrival and settlement of foreigners—whether immigrants, refugees, or long-
term residents—challenge this notion by introducing individuals who may not
possess full political rights or citizenship status.

The democratic dilemma emerges from balancing the principles of popular
sovereignty and political equality with the realities of diverse,
multicultural societies. On one hand, a democracy must maintain the integrity
of its political community, ensuring that decisions reflect the interests of
those recognized as citizens. On the other, ethical and practical
considerations call for the inclusion or at least accommodation of
foreigners, many of whom contribute economically, socially, and culturally to
their host countries.

Citizenship and Political Rights for Foreigners

One of the most debated aspects of democracy and the foreigner is the
extension of political rights to non-citizens. In many democracies, voting
rights and political participation are tightly linked to citizenship status.
For example, in the United States, only citizens can vote in federal
elections, while some cities, such as San Francisco, have experimented with
limited voting rights for non-citizen residents in local school board
elections.

European democracies present a varied landscape. Countries like Sweden and
Ireland grant non-citizen residents the right to vote in local elections
after a certain period of residency. Conversely, others maintain strict
restrictions, emphasizing the connection between citizenship and political
engagement. This divergence reflects contrasting approaches to integrating
foreigners: some prioritize inclusion and multiculturalism, while others
emphasize national identity and political cohesion.



The pros and cons of extending political rights to foreigners are
multifaceted:

Pros: Enhances democratic legitimacy by including all affected
residents; promotes social integration; recognizes foreigners’
contributions.

Cons: Risks diluting the political voice of citizens; may provoke
nationalist backlash; challenges traditional notions of sovereignty.

Legal Frameworks and International Norms

International human rights instruments influence how democracies treat
foreigners. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the right to
participate in government and public service, but primarily for one’s own
country. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
similarly protects political rights but allows states discretion regarding
non-citizens.

Furthermore, regional bodies like the European Union encourage member states
to extend local voting rights to non-citizen residents from other member
countries, reinforcing the idea of shared political space. Yet, this
principle often collides with nationalist tendencies within states reluctant
to cede political ground to foreigners.

Legal frameworks thus reflect a tension between universal human rights ideals
and the sovereignty of democratic states to define their political
communities. The evolving jurisprudence around the rights of foreigners
continues to shape democratic practices worldwide.

Immigration, Integration, and Democratic
Stability

The presence of foreigners in democratic societies is not solely a legal
question but also a social and political challenge. Immigration policies,
integration strategies, and public attitudes all influence how democracy
accommodates diversity.

Impact of Immigration on Democratic Processes

Immigration can enrich democracies by introducing new perspectives, skills,
and cultural vibrancy. However, rapid demographic changes sometimes fuel
fears of political alienation and economic competition among native citizens.
These anxieties can manifest in the rise of populist and nationalist
movements that challenge inclusive democratic norms.

Research indicates that well-managed immigration with effective integration
policies tends to strengthen democratic stability. Conversely, poor
integration and exclusionary rhetoric risk fragmenting societies and



undermining trust in democratic institutions.

Models of Integration

Democracies adopt various models to integrate foreigners, each with
implications for democratic inclusion:

Assimilationist: Expects foreigners to adopt the dominant culture, with
limited recognition of cultural diversity.

Multiculturalist: Encourages preservation of distinct cultural
identities within a shared political framework.

Civic Integration: Focuses on shared values and active participation in
democratic life, regardless of cultural background.

The choice of model influences how foreigners are perceived and whether they
feel empowered to engage with democratic processes. Civic integration, in
particular, aligns closely with the democratic ideal of political
participation and shared responsibility.

Democracy and the Foreigner in a Globalized Era

Globalization has intensified the movement of people across borders and
complicated the traditional boundaries of democracy. Transnational migration,
digital communication, and supranational governance structures challenge the
notion that democracy operates solely within nation-states.

Transnational Political Participation

Foreigners often maintain political ties to their countries of origin,
participating in elections or civic life abroad. Some democracies have
extended voting rights to expatriates, recognizing the fluidity of modern
citizenship. This transnational dimension complicates the democratic equation
by introducing multiple layers of political identity and allegiance.

Supranational Democracies and Foreigners

Entities like the European Union represent attempts to create democratic
governance beyond the nation-state, encompassing diverse national populations
and foreigners alike. These supranational democracies seek to balance
national sovereignty with broader political integration, providing foreigners
resident in member states with certain political rights.

Such developments offer innovative models for democracy and the foreigner but
also highlight the challenges of legitimacy, accountability, and
representation in complex political systems.



Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

The dynamic relationship between democracy and the foreigner continues to
evolve amid shifting geopolitical realities. Democracies face the challenge
of safeguarding sovereignty while embracing pluralism and human rights. The
inclusion of foreigners, whether through expanded political rights or
effective integration, holds potential to enrich democratic life but requires
careful calibration to avoid social fragmentation.

Emerging debates also focus on the rights of refugees and asylum seekers,
digital citizenship, and the role of foreigners in shaping democratic norms.
As democracies adapt to these trends, the ongoing conversation about
democracy and the foreigner remains vital to understanding the future of
participatory governance in a connected world.

Democracy And The Foreigner

  democracy and the foreigner: Democracy and the Foreigner Bonnie Honig, 2009-01-10
What should we do about foreigners? Should we try to make them more like us or keep them at bay
to protect our democracy, our culture, our well-being? This dilemma underlies age-old debates about
immigration, citizenship, and national identity that are strikingly relevant today. In Democracy and
the Foreigner, Bonnie Honig reverses the question: What problems might foreigners solve for us?
Hers is not a conventional approach. Instead of lauding the achievements of individual foreigners,
she probes a much larger issue--the symbolic politics of foreignness. In doing so she shows not only
how our debates over foreignness help shore up our national or democratic identities, but how
anxieties endemic to liberal democracy themselves animate ambivalence toward foreignness.
Central to Honig's arguments are stories featuring ''foreign-founders,'' in which the origins or
revitalization of a people depend upon a foreigner's energy, virtue, insight, or law. From such
popular movies as The Wizard of Oz, Shane, and Strictly Ballroom to the biblical stories of Moses
and Ruth to the myth of an immigrant America, from Rousseau to Freud, foreignness is represented
not just as a threat but as a supplement for communities periodically requiring renewal. Why? Why
do people tell stories in which their societies are dependent on strangers? One of Honig's most
surprising conclusions is that an appreciation of the role of foreigners in (re)founding peoples works
neither solely as a cosmopolitan nor a nationalist resource. For example, in America, nationalists see
one archetypal foreign-founder--the naturalized immigrant--as reconfirming the allure of deeply held
American values, whereas to cosmopolitans this immigrant represents the deeply transnational
character of American democracy. Scholars and students of political theory, and all those concerned
with the dilemmas democracy faces in accommodating difference, will find this book rich with
valuable and stimulating insights.
  democracy and the foreigner: The Foreigner's Gift Fouad Ajami, 2006-12-01 The fall of
Saddam Hussein's brutal regime brought the first glimpse of freedom for Iraq and unleashed elation,
resentment, and chaos. On the one hand, there is hope: the Iraqi people have their first chance at
independence. On the other hand, there is despair: the country is exploding with violent sectarian
and political power struggles. Through it all, Iraq has remained an enigma to much of the world.
What is it about this country that makes for such a seemingly intractable situation? How did Iraq's
particular history lead to its present circumstances? And what can we fear or hope for in the coming
years? Fouad Ajami, one of the world's foremost authorities on Middle Eastern politics, offers a
brilliant, illuminating, and lyrical portrait of the ongoing struggle for Iraq and of the American
encounter with that volatile Arab land. Ajami situates the current unrest within the context of Iraq's
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recent history of dictatorship and its rich, diverse cultural heritage. He applies his incisive political
commentary, his broad and deep historical view, his mastery of the Arabic language and Arabic
sources, and his lustrous prose to every aspect of his subject, wresting a coherent, fascinating, and
textured picture from the media storm of fragmented information. In the few years after the Iraq
war began, Ajami made many trips to that country and met Iraqis of all ethnicities, religions, politics,
and regions. Looking beneath the familiar media images of Iraq and the war, Ajami visits with
individuals representing the breadth of Iraq's populace, from Sunni leaders and Shia clerics to
Kurdish politicians and poets, Iraqi policemen, and ordinary people voting for the first time in their
lives. He also hears from American soldiers on the ground, and the result of all his encounters is an
astonishing portrayal of a land that has emerged as a crucial battleground between American power
and the wider forces of Arab religious and political extremism. With his unrivaled access -- he has
been granted an audience with the great, reclusive Shia cleric Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani and been
admitted into the sacred shrine of Imam Ali in Najaf for a discussion with its religious scholars --
Ajami provides an intimate portrait that draws on both his learning and his lifelong interest in the
traditions and the history of Iraq. With his commentator's eye, his scholarly depth of understanding,
his poetic ear, and his abiding love for the Middle East, Fouad Ajami is an essential voice for our
times. The Foreigner's Gift is the book we all need to read in order to understand what is happening
in Iraq today and what the future might hold for all of us.
  democracy and the foreigner: Archetypal and Cultural Perspectives on the Foreigner
Joanne Wieland-Burston, 2019-11-28 In this era of intense migration, the topic of the foreigner is of
paramount importance. Joanne Wieland-Burston examines the question of the foreign and foreigner
from multiple perspectives and explores how Jung and Freud were more interested in the wide
phenomenon of the foreign in the unconscious rather than in their own personal lives. She analyses
cultural approaches to the archetype of the foreigner throughout history using literary, cultural (as
seen in mythological texts and fairy tales) and psychological references, and interprets the
scapegoating of foreign minorities as a projection of the monster onto the foreigner. The book
includes contemporary perspectives on immigration and displacement throughout, from analysing
patient case material, the archetypal needs of people who join terrorist groups, feelings of
alienation, and the work of Palestinian-German psychologist Ahmad Mansour. Throughout this
personal and highly topical study, Wieland-Burston questions and studies C. G. Jung’s own
reflections on himself as a foreigner and her own personal experiences. This book will be vital
reading for Jungian psychotherapists and analytical psychologists in practice and in training, as well
as for academics and students of Jungian and post-Jungian studies, archetypal studies, identity
politics, and courses examining the experiences of displaced persons, refugees, migrants and
minority groups.
  democracy and the foreigner: The Question of Political Community Jonna Pettersson,
2018-11-15 From discussions on democracy, to attempts to widen the scope of citizenship beyond
the confines of the nation-state, Western thinking of the political community has continued to
assume a unifying principle of sameness, reflected in history, space, language, or reason, as the
condition of possibility of the community. The author assesses how, despite attempts to broaden the
scope for inclusion and the meaning of political existence, contemporary political theory gives rise to
new externalities through relying on a notion of the community as predicated on sameness.
Proceeding normatively and hermeneutically, The Question of Political Community seeks to divert
the thinking of political community from assumptions of calculability, unity, and boundedness by
elaborating a notion of sameness that does not presuppose difference and a notion of difference that
does not presuppose identity. Through close engagements with texts in contemporary political
theory and continental philosophy, it is argued that in order to confront the problem of closure and
exclusion, the question of political co-existence needs to be reformulated and relocated so as to
grasp the meaning of an incalculable community.
  democracy and the foreigner: The Foreign Policy of the European Union Federiga Bindi, Irina
Angelescu, 2012-06-13 In a relatively short time, the EU has become one of the most important



actors on the world stage. This updated second edition of The Foreign Policy of the European Union
explores the goals and effectiveness of the EU's external actions after adoption of the Lisbon Treaty.
The book brings together prominent scholars and policymakers who provide an up-to-date view of
the EU's foreign policy merits and challenges. The role and place of the European Union in the world
has been a constant question for all of the actors involved.... This book reminds us well of the
importance of this question and offers a particularly welcome general overview during these times of
doubt and pessimism.—Pierre Vimont, from the foreword
  democracy and the foreigner: Report on the Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic 2010 ,
2011-07-01
  democracy and the foreigner: Rewrite of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 and Fiscal Year
1995 Foreign Assistance Request United States. Congress. House. Committee on Foreign Affairs,
1994
  democracy and the foreigner: Hand-Off: The Foreign Policy George W. Bush Passed to Barack
Obama Stephen J. Hadley, Peter D. Feaver, William C. Inboden, Meghan L. O'Sullivan, 2023-02-15
Hand-Off details the Bush administration’s national security and foreign policy as described at the
time in then-classified Transition Memoranda prepared by the National Security Council experts who
advised President Bush. Thirty of these Transition Memoranda, newly declassified and here made
public for the first time, provide a detailed, comprehensive, and first-hand look at the foreign policy
the Bush administration turned over to President Obama. In a postscript to each memorandum,
these same experts now in hindsight take a remarkably self- critical look at that Bush foreign policy
legacy after more than a dozen years of watching subsequent administrations attempt to deal with
the same vexing agenda of threats and opportunities-- China, Russia, Iran, the Middle East,
terrorism, proliferation, cyber, pandemics, and climate change—an agenda that still dominates
America’s national security and foreign policy. Hand-Off will be an invaluable resource for scholars,
students, policy analysts, and general readers seeking to understand afresh the Bush
administration’s foreign policy, particularly in view of the records of the Obama, Trump, and Biden
administrations.
  democracy and the foreigner: Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States
United States. Department of State, 1931
  democracy and the foreigner: Foreign Relations of the United States United States.
Department of State, 1968
  democracy and the foreigner: The Future of U.S. Foreign Policy United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Foreign Affairs, 1993
  democracy and the foreigner: The Bridgemen's Magazine , 1920
  democracy and the foreigner: The American Marine Engineer , 1920
  democracy and the foreigner: The Foreign Policy Puzzle Keith L. Shimko, 2017 Keith
Shimko's The Foreign Policy Puzzle: Interests, Threats, and Tools provides a unique framework for
students to think critically about issues in American foreign policy, concentrating on the dilemmas
that face policy makers today.
  democracy and the foreigner: Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 2006 and
2007 ,
  democracy and the foreigner: Legislation on Foreign Relations Through ... United States,
2008
  democracy and the foreigner: Breaking the Code of Good Intentions Melanie E. L. Bush,
2004-06-19 Breaking the Code of Good Intentions places the current-day white experience within a
political, economic and social context by exploring the perceptions of students about identity,
privilege, democracy, intergroup relations. This book documents how the everyday thinking of
ordinary people contributes to the perpetuation of systemic racialized inequality and identifies
opportunities to challenge these patterns, with particular recommendations for the educational
system of the twenty-first century. Visit our website for sample chapters!
  democracy and the foreigner: Neutrality, Peace Legislation, and Our Foreign Policy United



States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations, 1939 Considers Neutrality Act revisions,
including extension of cash-and-carry provision requiring foreign governments to pay currency for,
and transport, armaments produced in U.S. (expressly prohibiting U.S. bottoms from shipping
armaments to belligerents). Also considers restrictions and controls on domestic manufacture of
armaments.
  democracy and the foreigner: The Congressional Globe United States. Congress, 1845
  democracy and the foreigner: The Foreign Policies of Arab States ʻAlī al-Dīn Hilāl, 2010
This is an indispensable aid for those studying or teaching the foreign policies of the contemporary
Middle East. Not only are the elements of foreign policy discussed and presented as a whole region,
but the editors provide the established analytical framework by which each contributor, in their
individual chapters, has analyzed and evaluated the foreign policies of nine Arab countries. Their
framework perceives foreign policy in the context of its environment : domestic, regional and global.
This edition has new material reflecting the earth-shaking events at the end of the Cold War and the
continuation of violence and terrorism.
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