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Cost of Building a Straw Bale House: What to Expect and How to Plan

cost of building a straw bale house is a question that often comes up among
eco-conscious homeowners and those interested in sustainable living. Straw
bale construction offers a unique blend of natural insulation, affordability,
and environmental friendliness, but understanding the financial implications
is crucial before diving into such a project. If you’re curious about how
much you might spend, what factors influence the price, and how to budget
effectively, this article will guide you through the essential details.

Understanding Straw Bale Construction

Before delving into the cost specifics, it helps to grasp what straw bale
building involves. This technique uses tightly packed bales of straw—usually
wheat, rice, rye, or oat straw—as structural elements or insulation within
walls. Straw bale homes are valued for their superior insulation properties,
natural aesthetics, and relatively low environmental impact.

Because straw bale construction is less conventional than traditional wood or
brick homes, some variables affecting the cost may differ from standard
building projects. For example, labor expertise, availability of materials,
and regional building codes can all play significant roles.

Breaking Down the Cost of Building a Straw Bale
House

When considering the overall cost of building a straw bale house, it’s
important to look at the various components that contribute to the final
price. These include materials, labor, site preparation, permits, and
finishing. Let’s explore these factors one by one.

1. Material Costs

Straw bales themselves are typically affordable, especially when sourced
locally. The price per bale can range from $3 to $10 depending on the type
and quality. However, a straw bale house requires hundreds or even thousands
of bales, so the total bale cost can add up.

Besides straw, you’ll need other materials like:

- Wooden or steel framing for support



- Plaster or stucco for wall finishing
- Roofing materials
- Doors and windows
- Foundation materials such as concrete or stone

These materials often constitute a large portion of the budget. Fortunately,
because straw bale walls provide excellent insulation, you might save money
on expensive insulation materials otherwise used in conventional homes.

2. Labor and Expertise

Labor costs for straw bale construction can be higher or lower than
traditional building depending on your approach. On one hand, straw bale
projects can be DIY-friendly for those willing to learn and invest time,
which can dramatically reduce costs. Workshops and community builds often
help reduce labor expenses.

On the other hand, hiring contractors experienced with straw bale
construction may come at a premium, especially in areas where this building
method is uncommon. These specialists ensure structural integrity, proper
moisture control, and code compliance.

3. Site Preparation and Foundation

Like any building project, preparing the site is essential. Clearing land,
grading, and laying a foundation suitable for straw bale walls contribute to
costs. Straw bale homes require sturdy foundations to keep the bales off the
ground and avoid moisture damage.

Foundation costs vary widely depending on soil conditions, house size, and
design choices. A typical foundation might cost anywhere from $5,000 to
$15,000 or more.

4. Permits and Inspections

Navigating local building codes and obtaining permits can add unexpected
expenses and delays. Some regions may have specific regulations for straw
bale homes, while others might treat them like conventional structures.

It’s wise to check with local authorities early in the planning stage to
understand any requirements or additional fees. Hiring a knowledgeable
architect or builder familiar with straw bale codes can help streamline this
process.



5. Finishing and Interior Costs

Finishing touches such as plastering walls, installing flooring, cabinetry,
and utilities (plumbing, electrical, HVAC) are necessary expenses. The
natural plaster or lime stucco applied over straw bale walls is labor-
intensive but essential for protection and aesthetics.

Additionally, wiring and plumbing costs are generally similar to conventional
homes, but some builders incorporate energy-efficient or off-grid systems
that may increase upfront expenses but save money long term.

Average Cost Estimates

While costs vary widely based on location, home size, and choices, here are
some ballpark figures to give you an idea:

- Basic straw bale house: $100 to $150 per square foot
- Mid-range quality: $150 to $200 per square foot
- High-end custom designs: $200+ per square foot

For a 1,500 square foot home, this translates roughly to $150,000 to
$300,000. These numbers are competitive compared to conventional building
costs, especially when factoring in long-term energy savings.

How Straw Bale Homes Compare Cost-Wise

One of the appealing aspects of straw bale homes is their energy efficiency.
The thick, insulating walls can reduce heating and cooling costs by up to
60%. Over time, this results in significant savings on utility bills,
offsetting initial construction expenses.

Moreover, straw is a renewable, biodegradable material often sourced locally,
reducing transportation costs and environmental impact. Compared to other
natural building methods like cob or rammed earth, straw bale construction
can be more affordable and quicker to build.

Tips for Keeping Costs Manageable

If you’re considering building a straw bale house, here are some practical
tips to help manage your budget effectively:

Source Materials Locally: Buying straw bales nearby can save on
transportation and support local agriculture.



Learn and DIY: Participating in your build reduces labor costs and
deepens your connection to your home.

Plan for Moisture Control: Proper design elements like wide roof
overhangs and good drainage prevent costly repairs down the line.

Hire Experienced Professionals: Even for DIY projects, consulting with
experts ensures compliance and durability.

Consider Phased Building: Build in stages if budget constraints require
spreading out expenses.

Environmental and Long-Term Financial Benefits

While the upfront cost of building a straw bale house can sometimes seem
comparable to traditional homes, the long-term benefits often justify the
investment. The natural insulation leads to lower energy consumption, and the
materials themselves have a minimal carbon footprint.

Additionally, straw bale homes tend to have excellent indoor air quality due
to the use of natural materials, which can improve health and reduce expenses
related to allergies or respiratory issues.

Resale Value and Market Considerations

In some areas, natural homes like straw bale constructions are increasingly
sought after, potentially boosting resale value. However, because this
building style is still relatively niche, market acceptance varies. Proper
documentation, permits, and high-quality finishes can enhance marketability.

Final Thoughts on the Cost of Building a Straw
Bale House

Ultimately, the cost of building a straw bale house depends on your goals,
location, and the level of finish you desire. It’s a unique option that
blends sustainability with comfort and charm. By understanding material
prices, labor needs, and design considerations, you can make informed
decisions that align with your budget and environmental values. Whether
you’re aiming for an affordable natural home or a luxury eco-retreat, straw
bale construction offers a compelling path worth exploring.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average cost per square foot to build a
straw bale house?
The average cost to build a straw bale house typically ranges from $100 to
$150 per square foot, depending on location, labor, and materials used.

How does the cost of building a straw bale house
compare to a conventional home?
Straw bale houses can be more affordable than conventional homes due to lower
material costs, but labor may be higher because of specialized construction
techniques. Overall, costs are often comparable or slightly lower.

What are the main factors influencing the cost of
building a straw bale house?
Key factors include the price of straw bales, labor costs, foundation type,
finishing materials, insulation requirements, and local building codes.

Are there any cost savings associated with building
a straw bale house?
Yes, straw bale houses offer excellent insulation, which can reduce heating
and cooling costs significantly, leading to long-term energy savings.

Can I build a straw bale house on a tight budget?
It is possible to build a straw bale house on a tight budget by using
recycled or locally sourced materials, doing some of the labor yourself, and
keeping the design simple and compact.

Do straw bale houses require special permits or
inspections that affect cost?
Some regions require special permits or inspections for straw bale
construction, which can add to the cost and timeline. It's important to check
local building codes before starting your project.

Additional Resources
Cost of Building a Straw Bale House: An In-Depth Analysis

Cost of building a straw bale house is a topic that has garnered increasing



attention among environmentally conscious homeowners, architects, and
builders. Straw bale construction, once considered a niche or experimental
building method, is now recognized for its sustainability, energy efficiency,
and unique aesthetic appeal. However, one of the pivotal questions for anyone
considering this alternative building technique revolves around the financial
implications. This article delves into the various factors influencing the
cost of building a straw bale house, compares it with conventional
construction methods, and highlights the economic and ecological trade-offs
involved.

Understanding Straw Bale Construction

Before exploring the cost, it’s essential to grasp what straw bale
construction entails. Straw bale houses are built using bales of
straw—usually wheat, rice, rye, or oat straw—as the primary insulation and
wall-building material. These bales are stacked either within a timber frame
or as load-bearing structures, then covered with protective layers such as
plaster or stucco. The result is a highly insulated, breathable, and often
fire-resistant building envelope that can significantly reduce heating and
cooling expenses.

Key Characteristics Affecting Cost

Several features of straw bale houses directly influence the overall
construction costs:

Material Availability: Straw bales are typically inexpensive, especially
in agricultural regions where straw is a byproduct. However,
transportation costs can rise if straw is scarce or must be sourced from
distant locations.

Labor Intensity: Building with straw bales often requires specialized
skills, particularly for plaster application and bale stacking, which
can increase labor costs compared to conventional framing.

Design Complexity: Simple rectangular or square designs tend to be more
budget-friendly. Complex architectural features can increase both
material waste and labor time.

Climate Considerations: Additional weatherproofing or design adaptations
may be necessary in humid or wet climates, impacting costs.



Cost Breakdown of Building a Straw Bale House

The overall cost of building a straw bale house can vary widely depending on
location, design, labor availability, and material sourcing. However, by
examining the main cost components, potential homeowners can better
understand what to expect.

Material Costs

Straw bales themselves are among the most affordable building materials.
Typically, a bale costs between $3 to $7, depending on size, quality, and
location. For a modest-sized home (around 1,200 square feet), the required
number of bales might range from 1,000 to 1,500, translating to roughly
$3,000 to $10,500 in straw bale costs.

Other essential materials include:

Plaster or Stucco: Clay, lime, or cement-based plasters are applied to
protect the straw and add structural integrity. These materials vary in
price but often cost between $2 to $6 per square foot of wall surface.

Foundation: Straw bale houses generally require a durable foundation,
such as concrete slab or pier footing, which can cost $5,000 to $15,000
depending on site conditions.

Roofing and Framing: While straw bale walls provide insulation, standard
roofing materials and framing lumber are still necessary. Costs here
align with conventional building prices and can range from $15,000 to
$40,000.

Labor Costs

Labor is a significant variable in the cost of building a straw bale house.
Because this method is less common than traditional stick framing, finding
experienced builders or contractors may be challenging and more expensive.

Specialized Labor: Skilled artisans for plastering and straw bale
stacking may charge premium rates, often adding 10% to 25% to overall
labor costs.

DIY Possibility: Many straw bale homeowners choose to self-build or
enlist volunteers, significantly reducing labor expenses but requiring
substantial time and effort.



Permitting and Inspections

Obtaining permits for straw bale construction can sometimes incur additional
costs or delays. While many jurisdictions have embraced sustainable building
methods, others remain unfamiliar with straw bale techniques, potentially
necessitating engineering certifications or additional inspections.

Comparing Straw Bale Houses with Conventional
Homes

One of the most common inquiries regarding the cost of building a straw bale
house is how it stacks up against traditional construction. Conventional
homes, built with wood framing, drywall, and fiberglass insulation, generally
range from $150 to $250 per square foot, depending on location and finishes.

Straw bale homes tend to fall within a similar range, often between $140 to
$220 per square foot. The lower material costs associated with straw bales
can be offset by higher labor and finishing costs. Moreover, the energy
efficiency of straw bale walls can translate into long-term savings on
heating and cooling bills, a factor not immediately reflected in upfront
construction expenses.

Energy Efficiency and Long-Term Value

A notable advantage of straw bale houses lies in their superior insulation
properties. Straw bales offer R-values (a measure of thermal resistance)
ranging from R-30 to R-35, which is higher than typical fiberglass
insulation. This superior insulation reduces energy consumption, potentially
cutting heating and cooling costs by 30% to 50%, depending on the climate and
home design.

Over the lifespan of the house, these savings can partially or fully offset
the initial investment in specialized labor or finishing materials.
Additionally, straw bale homes often maintain consistent indoor air quality
and comfort, which can enhance occupant wellbeing.

Pros and Cons of Building with Straw Bales

Weighing the cost of building a straw bale house requires understanding both
the benefits and potential drawbacks:



Advantages

Low Material Cost: Straw is an inexpensive, renewable resource.

Energy Efficiency: High insulation value reduces utility expenses.

Environmental Impact: Straw bale construction uses agricultural waste,
lowering carbon footprint.

Fire Resistance: Surprisingly, compacted straw bales resist fire better
than conventional wood framing.

Sound Insulation: Thick straw bale walls provide excellent noise
reduction.

Drawbacks

Labor Intensive: Specialized skills increase labor costs and
construction time.

Moisture Sensitivity: Requires careful design to prevent water damage
and rot.

Permitting Challenges: May face regulatory hurdles depending on
locality.

Limited Builder Availability: Fewer contractors experienced with straw
bale methods.

Factors Influencing Regional Cost Variations

The cost of building a straw bale house is not uniform across regions.
Several factors affect pricing:

Straw Availability: Agricultural regions with surplus straw benefit from
lower material costs.

Labor Market: Areas with a higher concentration of green builders may
offer competitive rates.



Climate Adaptations: Wet or humid climates necessitate additional
protective measures.

Local Regulations: Stringent building codes can increase engineering and
inspection costs.

Innovations and Trends Affecting Costs

Recent developments in straw bale construction techniques and materials have
begun to influence costs positively. Prefabricated straw bale panels, for
example, can reduce on-site labor time and waste. Similarly, hybrid designs
combining straw bale insulation with conventional framing may optimize cost-
effectiveness while retaining benefits.

Additionally, growing interest in sustainable housing has led to more
training programs, improving labor availability and reducing costs associated
with specialized work.

---

When assessing the cost of building a straw bale house, it is clear that
while initial expenses may be comparable or slightly higher than conventional
homes, the long-term energy savings and environmental benefits provide
compelling reasons to consider this alternative. For homeowners prioritizing
sustainability and comfort, the investment in straw bale construction offers
a unique blend of tradition and innovation that continues to evolve in
affordability and practicality.
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  cost of building a straw bale house: Strawbale Home Plans Wayne J. Bingham, 2007
Strawbale Home Plans is a meditative and conscientious exploration of the innumerable reasons to
consider straw bale as a viable building material. Environmentally friendly, super insulative,
economical, and natural, straw bale can be used to build everything from garden walls and shed
roofs to small homes. The vibrant pages of this practical guide are filled with rich photos of organic,
fluid, undulating structures pulsating with subtle creativity. Indeed at once a pragmatic construction
manual and a philosophical, artistic guidebook, this handbook provides food for the mind and soul.
  cost of building a straw bale house: More Straw Bale Building Chris Magwood, Peter
Mack, 2005-02-01 A completely rewritten and updated edition of this straw building classic.
  cost of building a straw bale house: Building Your Straw Bale Home Brian Hodge, 2006
Step-by step practical instructions on how to build a straw bale house.
  cost of building a straw bale house: Straw Bale Building Details CASBA, 2019-04-30 The
devil is in the details-the science and art of designing and building durable, efficient, straw bale
buildings Straw bale buildings promise superior insulation and flexibility across a range of design

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/cost-of-building-a-straw-bale-house.pdf


aesthetics, while using a typically local and abundant low-embodied energy material that sequesters
carbon-an important part of mitigating climate change. However, some early straw bale designs and
construction methods resulted in buildings that failed to meet design goals for energy efficiency and
durability. This led to improved building practices and a deeper understanding of the building
science underlying this building system. Distilling two decades of site-built straw bale design and
construction experience, Straw Bale Building Details is an illustrated guide that covers: Principles
and process of straw bale design and building, options, and alternatives Building science of straw
bale wall systems How design impacts cost, building efficiency, and durability Avoiding costly
mistakes and increasing construction efficiency Dozens of time-tested detailed drawings for straw
bale wall assemblies, including foundations, windows and doors, and roofs. Whether you're an
architect, engineer, contractor, or owner-builder interested in making informed choices, Straw Bale
Building Details is the indispensable guide to current practice in straw bale design and construction.
  cost of building a straw bale house: The New Strawbale Home Catherine Wanek, 2009
Presents floor plans and images of strawbale homes from around the country, discussing such topics
as climate considerations, maintenance, budgeting, code compliance, energy efficiency, and
structural systems.
  cost of building a straw bale house: The Straw Bale House Athena Swentzell Steen, Bill
Steen, David Bainbridge, 1994-12-13 Imagine building a house with superior seismic stability, fire
resistance, and thermal insulation, using an annually renewable resource, for half the cost of a
comparable conventional home. Welcome to the straw bale house! Whether you build an entire
house or something more modest-a home office or studio, a retreat cabin or guest cottage-plastered
straw bale construction is an exceptionally durable and inexpensive option. What's more, it's fun,
because the technique is easy to learn and easy to do yourself. And the resulting living spaces are
unusually quiet and comfortable.The Straw Bale Housedescribes the many benefits of building with
straw bales: super insulation, with R-values as high as R-50 good indoor air quality and noise
reduction a speedy construction process construction costs as low as $10-per-square-foot use of
natural and abundant renewable resources a better solution than burning agricultural waste straw,
which creates tons of air pollutants
  cost of building a straw bale house: Plastered Straw Bale Construction David A. Bainbridge,
1992 Imagine building a house with superior seismic stability, fire resistance, and thermal
insulation, using an annually renewable resource, for half the cost of a comparable conventional
home. Welcome to the straw bale house! Whether you build an entire house or something more
modest-a home office or studio, a retreat cabin or guest cottage-plastered straw bale construction is
an exceptionally durable and inexpensive option. What's more, it's fun, because the technique is easy
to learn and easy to do yourself. And the resulting living spaces are unusually quiet and comfortable.
The Straw Bale Housedescribes the many benefits of building with straw bales: super insulation,
with R-values as high as R-50 good indoor air quality and noise reduction a speedy construction
process construction costs as low as $10-per-square-foot use of natural and abundant renewable
resources a better solution than burning agricultural waste straw, which creates tons of air
pollutants ...
  cost of building a straw bale house: The Art of Natural Building-Second Edition-Completely
Revised, Expanded and Updated Joseph F. Kennedy, Michael G. Smith, Catherine Wanek,
2014-07-01 The original, complete, user-friendly introduction to natural building, now fully revised
and updated The popularity of natural building has grown by leaps and bounds, spurred by a
grassroots desire for housing that is healthy, affordable, and environmentally responsible. While
there are many books available on specific methods such as straw-bale construction, cob, or timber
framing, there are few resources which introduce the reader to the entire scope of this burgeoning
field. Fully revised and updated, The Art of Natural Building is the complete and user-friendly
introduction to natural building for everyone from the do-it-yourselfer to architects and designers.
This collection of articles from over fifty leaders in the field is now stunningly illustrated with over
two-hundred full-color photographs of natural buildings from around the world. Learn about: The



case for building with natural materials, from the perspectives of sustainability, lifestyle, and health
What you need to know to plan and design your own beautiful and efficient natural home
Explanations of thirty versatile materials and techniques, with resources on where to go for further
information on each How these techniques are being used to address housing crises around the
world. Clearly written, logically organized, and beautifully illustrated, The Art of Natural Building is
the encyclopedia of natural building. Joseph F. Kennedy is a designer, builder, writer, artist,
educator, and co-founder of Builders Without Borders. Michael G. Smith is a respected workshop
instructor, consultant, and co-author of the best-selling book The Hand-Sculpted House . Catherine
Wanek is a co-founder of Builders Without Borders and author/photographer of The Hybrid House
and The New Straw Bale Home .
  cost of building a straw bale house: Green Building Handbook: Volume 2 Tom Woolley, Sam
Kimmins, 2003-09-02 This new handbook provides a detailed reference for environmentally
concerned purchasers of building products. Invaluable for the specifier, this handbook will be useful
to all interested in finding greener ways of designing and building.
  cost of building a straw bale house: The New Strawbale Home Catherine Wanek, 2003 This
volume compiles floor plans and images from 40 cutting-edge homes across North America,
showcasing a spectrum of regional styles and personal aesthetic choices. 150 color photos.
  cost of building a straw bale house: Barry's Introduction to Construction of Buildings
Stephen Emmitt, Christopher A. Gorse, 2014-03-31 Robin Barry's Construction of Buildings was first
published in 1958 in 5 volumes, rapidly becoming a standard text on construction. In its current 2
volume format Barry remains hugely popular with both students and lecturers of construction and
related disciplines. The third edition of Barry’s Introduction to Construction of Buildings provides
the basic material you will need to understand the construction process for the majority of low rise
buildings. Construction technology is explained and illustrated through the key functional and
performance requirements for the main elements common to all buildings. With a stronger focus on
building efficiency and meeting the challenges posed by limiting the environmental impact of
buildings, you will find the text fully up to date with the latest building regulations and construction
technologies. Particular attention has been paid to the careful integration of all topics, helping you
to link concepts and follow related material. The new edition, with supporting website at
www.wiley.com/go/barrysintroduction, provides the ideal introduction to construction technology
  cost of building a straw bale house: A Place Called Home Merle Sowman, Penny Urquhart,
1998 Quality of life, a healthy environment and sound development are closely linked. This book
provides ideas and guidance on the upgrading of informal settlements and planning of low cost
housing projects so that they are environmentally sustainable. By considering environmental factors
at all stages of the planning, design and development process, living conditions in such settlements
and housing projects can be significantly improved. Includes a list of useful addresses.
  cost of building a straw bale house: Multi-Objective and Multi-Attribute Optimisation
for Sustainable Development Decision Aiding Samarjit Kar, Edmundas Kazimieras Zavadskas,
Jurgita Antucheviˇcien ˙e, 2019-09-20 Optimization is considered as a decision-making process for
getting the most out of available resources for the best attainable results. Many real-world problems
are multi-objective or multi-attribute problems that naturally involve several competing objectives
that need to be optimized simultaneously, while respecting some constraints or involving selection
among feasible discrete alternatives. In this Reprint of the Special Issue, 19 research papers
co-authored by 88 researchers from 14 different countries explore aspects of multi-objective or
multi-attribute modeling and optimization in crisp or uncertain environments by suggesting
multiple-attribute decision-making (MADM) and multi-objective decision-making (MODM)
approaches. The papers elaborate upon the approaches of state-of-the-art case studies in selected
areas of applications related to sustainable development decision aiding in engineering and
management, including construction, transportation, infrastructure development, production, and
organization management.
  cost of building a straw bale house: In Their Own Words: Selected Writings by Journalists on



Mongolia, 1997-1999 Part 1c David South, Editor-in-Chief, Julie Schneiderman, Research Editor, In
their own words compiles by theme the vast number of stories and features by journalists on
Mongolia's transition experience from 1997 to 1999. A rich and unusual resource for a developing
country, this book offers the reader a one-stop snapshot of how a country handles the wrenching
social, political, cultural, economic and environmental challenges of changing from one political and
economic system to another. An excellent resource for scholars of austerity crises and for those
seeking understanding on how to plot a path out of an austerity crisis. In particular, the collection of
articles and stories show the impact austerity has on people and their lives. Unadorned by
backward-looking historical narratives, these are accounts fizzing with the energy of the moment: a
first draft of a tough time for most Mongolians.
  cost of building a straw bale house: The Many Sides of Peace Brayton Shanley, 2013-03-05
Transformation Through the Different Other is the story of Faustin Ntamushobora's transformation
through encounters with people of different races, tribes, worldviews, and experiences, and how God
has used these experiences to transform his life into the image of Christ.
  cost of building a straw bale house: In Their Own Words: Selected Writings by Journalists on
Mongolia, 1997-1999 David South, Editor-in-Chief, 2015-02-28 In their own words compiles by
theme the vast number of stories and features by journalists on Mongolia's transition experience
from 1997 to 1999. A rich and unusual resource for a developing country, this book offers the reader
a one-stop snapshot of how a country handles the wrenching social, political, cultural, economic and
environmental challenges of changing from one political and economic system to another. An
excellent resource for scholars of austerity crises and for those seeking understanding on how to
plot a path out of an austerity crisis. In particular, the collection of articles and stories show the
impact austerity has on people and their lives. Unadorned by backward-looking historical narratives,
these are accounts fizzing with the energy of the moment: a first draft of a tough time for most
Mongolians.
  cost of building a straw bale house: Real Goods Solar Living Sourcebook John Schaeffer,
2014-10-24 What book would you want if you were stranded on a desert island? Widely regarded as
the 'bible' of off-grid living, The Solar Living Sourcebook might be your best choice. With over
600,000 copies in print worldwide, it is the most comprehensive resource available for anyone
interested in lessening their environmental footprint and increasing their energy independence. The
Solar Living Sourcebook-14th Edition is the ultimate guide to renewable energy, sustainable living,
natural and green building, off-grid living and alternative transportation, written by experts with
decades of experience and a passion for sharing their knowledge. This fully revised and updated
edition includes brand new sections on permaculture and urban homesteading, and completely
rewritten chapters on solar technology, sustainable transportation and relocalization. It also boasts
greatly expanded material on: Natural Building Permaculture and biodynamics Electric and
biofuel-powered vehicles Passive solar Solar water heating Grid-tie photovoltaic systems -- plus
maps, wiring diagrams, formulae, charts, electrical code, solar sizing worksheets and much more.
Whether you're a layperson or a professional, novice or longtime aficionado, the Sourcebook puts
the latest research and information at your fingertips-everything you need to know to make
sustainable living a reality.
  cost of building a straw bale house: Elements of Architecture Mikkel Bille, Tim Flohr
Sorensen, 2016-02-26 Elements of Architecture explores new ways of engaging architecture in
archaeology. It conceives of architecture both as the physical evidence of past societies and as
existing beyond the physical environment, considering how people in the past have not just dwelled
in buildings but have existed within them. The book engages with the meeting point between these
two perspectives. For although archaeologists must deal with the presence and absence of
physicality as a discipline, which studies humans through things, to understand humans they must
also address the performances, as well as temporal and affective impacts, of these material remains.
The contributions in this volume investigate the way time, performance and movement, both
physically and emotionally, are central aspects of understanding architectural assemblages. It is a



book about the constellations of people, places and things that emerge and dissolve as affective,
mobile, performative and temporal engagements. This volume juxtaposes archaeological research
with perspectives from anthropology, architecture, cultural geography and philosophy in order to
explore the kaleidoscopic intersections of elements coming together in architecture. Documenting
the ephemeral, relational, and emotional meeting points with a category of material objects that
have defined much research into what it means to be human, Elements of Architecture elucidates
and expands upon a crucial body of evidence which allows us to explore the lives and interactions of
past societies.
  cost of building a straw bale house: Building Green Places Ruth Owen, 2010 Looks at careers
in planning, designing, and building energy-efficient facilities in which to live, work, and play.
  cost of building a straw bale house: Living Homes Thomas J. Elpel, 2005 The house of your
dreams does not have to be expensive. Living Homes takes you through the planning process to
design an energy- and resource-efficient home that won't break the bank. Then, from the footings on
up to the roof, author Thomas J. Elpel guides you through the nuts and bolts of slipform stone
masonary, tilt-up stone walls, log home construction, building with straw bales, terra tile floors,
concrete countertops, windows and doors, solar water systems, masonry heaters, framing, plumbing,
greywater, septic systems, swamp filters, painting, and much more.
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