buster brown clothes history

Buster Brown Clothes History: A Journey Through Classic Children's Fashion

buster brown clothes history is a fascinating tale that intertwines popular culture, marketing
innovation, and children's apparel design. The name Buster Brown might evoke nostalgic memories
for many, recalling a time when children’s clothing wasn'’t just about utility but also about
embodying a character that captured the imagination of young wearers and their parents alike. This
article delves into how Buster Brown clothes came to be, their significance in the history of
children's fashion, and why the brand still holds a special place in vintage and retro clothing
enthusiasts’ hearts.

The Origins of Buster Brown: From Comic Strip to
Clothing Icon

Long before Buster Brown became a household name in children’s apparel, he was a comic strip
character created by cartoonist Richard F. Outcault in 1902. This mischievous boy with a distinctive
pageboy haircut and his trusty dog Tige quickly gained popularity across newspapers in the United
States. The character was designed to embody a mischievous yet endearing boy, and the comic
strip’s success opened doors to merchandising opportunities that were groundbreaking at the time.

How Buster Brown Transformed Into a Clothing Brand

The transition from comic strip character to clothing brand happened when John H. Watson, a shoe
manufacturer, saw the marketing potential in the character. He acquired the rights to use Buster
Brown'’s image to promote his line of children’s shoes. The clever marketing strategy involved
children identifying with Buster Brown’s wholesome, well-dressed appearance, which helped boost
the popularity of Watson’s shoes and subsequently his clothing line.

Watson’s marketing campaigns were innovative for the early 20th century, including live
appearances of actors dressed as Buster Brown and Tige, which captivated audiences and created a
direct emotional connection between the character and the products. This strategy was one of the
earliest examples of character licensing in the apparel industry, paving the way for future brands to
leverage media characters for marketing.

The Style and Appeal of Buster Brown Clothes

Buster Brown clothes became synonymous with classic, neatly tailored children’s fashion. The styles
often featured the iconic sailor suits, knickerbockers, and large rounded collars that mimicked the
comic strip character’s outfit. This look appealed to parents who wanted their children to appear
well-mannered and respectable while still allowing for playful, childlike charm.



Key Features of Buster Brown Clothing

¢ Sailor Collars: One of the signature style elements, these wide, rounded collars added a
distinct touch of innocence and tradition.

¢ Knickerbockers: Knee-length pants that were practical yet stylish, allowing children freedom
of movement.

e Formal Yet Playful: The clothes balanced a polished appearance with child-friendly comfort,
making them perfect for both school and social gatherings.

e Durable Fabrics: Since kids are active, the clothes were made to withstand rough play, which
was a selling point for parents.

These design choices not only reflected early 20th-century children’s fashion trends but also set a
standard for children’s apparel brands that followed.

Marketing Innovations and Cultural Impact

Buster Brown clothes were more than just garments; they were a marketing phenomenon. The
brand’s campaigns were among the first to use a fictional character to create a lifestyle appeal
around products. This was a revolutionary idea for the time, and it demonstrated the power of
storytelling in branding.

The Role of Advertising in Popularizing Buster Brown Clothes

Advertising for Buster Brown clothing extended beyond print ads and into radio, live promotions,
and even early television commercials as the decades progressed. The company often sponsored
children’s events and contests, engaging directly with their target audience. This approach fostered
brand loyalty and made Buster Brown synonymous with quality children’s apparel.

Furthermore, the character’s image appeared not just on clothing tags but on packaging, posters,
and promotional materials, reinforcing brand recognition. This early form of brand integration is a
precursor to modern marketing techniques seen in today’s children’s fashion industry.

The Evolution of Buster Brown Clothes Over the
Decades

As fashion trends evolved, so did Buster Brown clothes, adapting to changing tastes while
maintaining the essence of the original style. Although the brand's peak popularity was in the early



to mid-20th century, it continued to influence children's fashion and inspire nostalgic collections.

Shifts in Design and Market Positioning

By mid-century, the traditional Buster Brown style began to give way to more casual and diverse
children’s clothing options. However, the brand maintained a presence by offering classic styles that
appealed to parents seeking timeless looks for formal occasions.

In recent years, vintage Buster Brown clothing has become collectible, with enthusiasts valuing the
garments for their craftsmanship and cultural significance. Retro fashion movements have also
sparked renewed interest in the Buster Brown aesthetic, highlighting its lasting legacy.

What Modern Parents and Collectors Can Learn from
Buster Brown Clothes History

Looking back at the buster brown clothes history provides valuable insights for both parents
shopping for children’s wear and collectors of vintage apparel.

e Timeless Appeal: Classic designs often withstand the test of time better than fleeting trends,
making them a smart investment for children’s wardrobes.

¢ Quality Matters: The durability of Buster Brown clothes underscores how quality materials
and construction can make children’s clothing last longer, even with active use.

e Storytelling in Fashion: Embedding a story or character into clothing creates emotional
connections, a strategy that brands today continue to use effectively.

e Collectible Value: Vintage Buster Brown garments are prized not only for their style but also
for their historical importance in the evolution of children’s clothing.

Parents looking for classic, well-made children’s clothing might find inspiration in the Buster Brown
tradition, while collectors have a rich history to explore and celebrate.

The Legacy of Buster Brown Clothes in Today’s Fashion
Landscape

Though no longer a dominant brand in the market, Buster Brown's influence persists. Many
contemporary children’s clothing brands draw inspiration from the neat, tailored aesthetic that
Buster Brown popularized. Moreover, the concept of licensing characters to sell apparel remains a
powerful marketing tool, evident in the partnerships between entertainment franchises and clothing
manufacturers today.



Buster Brown’s story is a testament to how a simple comic strip character evolved into a symbol of
childhood style and marketing ingenuity. The brand’s clothes were more than just outfits—they were
a cultural phenomenon that shaped the way children’s fashion developed throughout the 20th
century.

In exploring the buster brown clothes history, we uncover not just the narrative of a brand, but a
broader understanding of how fashion, media, and marketing intersected to create lasting
impressions on generations of families. Whether through vintage collections or retro-inspired
designs, the spirit of Buster Brown lives on, reminding us that clothes can tell stories as rich as the
characters they represent.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Buster Brown in relation to the clothing brand?

Buster Brown was a comic strip character created in 1902 by Richard F. Outcault. The character's
image was later used to market a popular line of children's shoes and clothing.

When did Buster Brown clothes first become popular?

Buster Brown clothes became popular in the early 20th century, particularly from the 1910s through
the 1930s, as the character's image was used to promote children's footwear and apparel.

What type of clothing was Buster Brown known for?

Buster Brown clothing was primarily known for children's apparel, including dresses, suits, and
shoes that often featured the iconic Buster Brown character or style reminiscent of the comic strip.

How did Buster Brown shoes influence the clothing line?

Buster Brown shoes were a major part of the brand's identity, and their success helped expand the
brand into a wider range of children's clothing, creating a comprehensive children's apparel line.

Is Buster Brown clothing still produced today?

Buster Brown clothing is no longer widely produced as a major brand, but vintage pieces and
memorabilia remain popular among collectors and enthusiasts of early 20th-century children's
fashion.

What was distinctive about the style of Buster Brown clothes?

Buster Brown clothes often featured classic, old-fashioned children's styles such as sailor suits,
knickerbockers, and dresses with Peter Pan collars, reflecting early 1900s fashion trends.

Did the Buster Brown brand have any impact on children's



fashion trends?

Yes, the Buster Brown brand helped popularize certain children's fashion styles in the early 20th
century, influencing how boys and girls were dressed in that era with its signature look and
marketing.

What companies were involved in producing Buster Brown
clothing?

The Brown Shoe Company was the primary company behind the Buster Brown brand, producing and
marketing Buster Brown shoes and clothing for children throughout much of the 20th century.

How did the Buster Brown character contribute to marketing
the clothing line?

The Buster Brown character was used extensively in advertising and packaging to create brand
recognition and appeal to children and parents, making the clothing and shoes more desirable
through association with the beloved comic strip figure.

Additional Resources

Buster Brown Clothes History: Tracing the Legacy of a Classic American Brand

buster brown clothes history is a fascinating journey through American fashion, childhood
culture, and branding innovation that dates back over a century. Originating from a beloved comic
strip character, Buster Brown evolved into an iconic clothing line that shaped children’s apparel and
footwear markets in the early to mid-20th century. This article delves into the origins, growth, and
transformation of Buster Brown clothes, offering an analytical perspective on its role in American
retail history and its lasting cultural significance.

The Origins of Buster Brown: From Comic Strip to
Clothing Brand

The story of Buster Brown begins not in a clothing store but in the pages of a newspaper. Created in
1902 by Richard F. Outcault, who was also the mind behind the famous Yellow Kid comic strip,
Buster Brown was a mischievous, well-dressed boy character who quickly captured public
imagination. The comic strip featured Buster alongside his dog, Tige, and was notable for its
depiction of early 20th-century childhood and social satire.

Capitalizing on the popularity of the character, the Brown Shoe Company acquired the rights to
Buster Brown in 1904 to market a new line of children’s shoes. This marked one of the earliest
examples of character licensing in American commercial history, linking entertainment and retail in
a novel way. The character’s image was used extensively in advertising and packaging, creating a
unique brand identity that stood out in a competitive footwear market.



The Transition from Footwear to Full Clothing Lines

While initially synonymous with children’s shoes, the Buster Brown brand expanded into a broader
range of kids’ apparel over the decades. The clothing lines maintained the brand’s foundational
values: durability, style, and affordability. Buster Brown clothes were marketed primarily to middle-
class families who sought reliable garments for their children that also conveyed a sense of
wholesomeness and proper upbringing.

By the 1920s and 1930s, Buster Brown clothing included suits, dresses, and school uniforms, often
characterized by classic styling and practical materials. The brand’s signature look frequently
featured Peter Pan collars, knee-high socks, and knickerbockers, which became emblematic of
American childhood fashion during that era. These design choices reinforced the nostalgic and
traditional image that the brand cultivated through its comic strip origins.

Analyzing the Brand Impact and Market Positioning

The success of Buster Brown clothes can be attributed to several strategic factors that resonated
with consumers and retailers alike. The brand’s early adoption of character-based marketing allowed
it to build immediate brand recognition and trust. Parents who grew up reading the Buster Brown
comics or who were familiar with the character through advertising found the brand approachable
and reliable.

Moreover, Buster Brown clothes were positioned as mid-range products that balanced quality and
price. Unlike luxury children’s wear brands, Buster Brown targeted the everyday family,
emphasizing functionality and adherence to social norms of the time. This approach made it a staple

in department stores across the United States, from Sears to Macy’s, reflecting wide distribution
and accessibility.

Marketing Innovations and Character Licensing

The Brown Shoe Company’s pioneering use of the Buster Brown character in product promotion set
a precedent for modern licensing deals. The company utilized:

e Comic strip inserts and advertisements in newspapers

e In-store displays featuring the character and his dog

e Promotional giveaways, including Buster Brown-themed toys and accessories

These marketing tactics enhanced customer engagement and solidified brand loyalty. This strategy
also reinforced the emotional connection between parents and children, with the character serving
as a trusted symbol of childhood innocence and style.



Design Features and Evolution of Buster Brown
Clothing

The aesthetic of Buster Brown clothes remained consistent with early 20th-century ideals of
childhood. Key design elements included:

e Classic tailoring with attention to fit and comfort
e Use of durable fabrics such as wool and cotton blends

e Decorative yet modest details like bows, collars, and pleats

Over time, the brand adapted to changing fashion trends while maintaining its core identity. During
the post-war years, for example, Buster Brown incorporated lighter materials and more casual
styles, reflecting broader societal shifts towards leisure and practicality in children’s clothing.

Comparative Perspective: Buster Brown vs. Contemporary
Brands

In comparison to other children’s clothing brands of the early 20th century, such as Little Lord
Fauntleroy or Peter Pan, Buster Brown carved a niche through its strong narrative foundation and
mass-market appeal. While some brands focused heavily on luxury or niche markets, Buster Brown
struck a balance that prioritized accessibility without sacrificing style.

This balance allowed it to maintain relevance through economic fluctuations, including the Great
Depression, when affordability became paramount. The brand’s ability to adapt its product offerings
while retaining its iconic image was a key factor in its longevity.

The Decline and Legacy of Buster Brown Clothes

By the latter half of the 20th century, the Buster Brown clothing line experienced a decline due to
shifts in consumer preferences and the rise of new brands targeting children’s apparel. The
proliferation of casual wear, changing social attitudes toward children’s fashion, and increased
competition from both domestic and international manufacturers diminished the brand’s market
share.

However, the legacy of Buster Brown clothes persists in several ways. The brand remains a case
study in early character licensing and brand extension strategies. Collectors and vintage fashion
enthusiasts continue to seek out Buster Brown garments as nostalgic artifacts that symbolize a
bygone era of American childhood.



Modern References and Cultural Impact

Though the original clothing line is no longer prominent, the Buster Brown character endures in
popular culture and branding history. Shoe companies occasionally revive the name or logo in retro-
themed collections, and the character is often referenced in discussions about early 20th-century
advertising.

The brand’s story also offers valuable insights into the interplay between media, marketing, and
consumer culture, illustrating how a fictional character can transcend its original medium to become
a tangible product icon.

Buster Brown clothes history offers a unique window into the evolution of American children’s
apparel and the development of brand marketing strategies. From its comic strip origins to its role
as a household name in children’s fashion, Buster Brown exemplifies the power of storytelling and
character-driven branding in shaping consumer markets.

Buster Brown Clothes History

buster brown clothes history: A World History of Railway Cultures, 1830-1930 Matthew
Esposito, 2021-08-29 A World History of Railway Cultures, 1830-1930 is the first collection of
primary sources to historicize the cultural impact of railways on a global scale from their inception
in Great Britain to the Great Depression. Its dual purpose is to promote understanding of complex
historical processes leading to globalization and generate interest in transnational and global
comparative research on railways. In four volumes, organized by historical geography, this scholarly
collection gathers rare out-of-print published and unpublished materials from archival and digital
repositories throughout the world. It adopts a capsule approach that focuses on short selections of
significant primary source content instead of redundant and irrelevant materials found in online data
collections. The current collection draws attention to railway cultures through railroad reports,
parliamentary papers, government documents, police reports, public health records, engineering
reports, technical papers, medical surveys, memoirs, diaries, travel narratives, ethnographies,
newspaper articles, editorials, pamphlets, broadsides, paintings, cartoons, engravings, photographs,
art, ephemera, and passages from novels and poetry collections that shed light on the cultural
history of railways. The editor’s original essays and headnotes on the cultural politics of railways
introduce over 200 carefully selected primary sources. Students and researchers come to
understand railways not as applied technological impositions of industrial capitalism but powerful,
fluid, and idiosyncratic historical constructs.

buster brown clothes history: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Clothing through American
History, 1900 to the Present Amy T. Peterson, Valerie Hewitt, Heather Vaughan Lee, Ann T. Kellogg,
José Blanco F., Scott Leff, Lynn Payne, 2008-10-30 Find out what we wore and why we wore it in The
Greenwood Encyclopedia of Clothing in American History-Twentieth Century to the Present. This
fascinating reference set provides two levels of information: descriptions of styles of clothes that
Americans have worn and, as important, why they wore those types of clothes. With volume one
covering 1900-1949 and volume two covering 1950 to the present, the first half of each volume
provides four chapters that each examine the impact that political and cultural events, arts and
entertainment, daily life, and family structures have on fashion. The second half of each volume
describes the important and everyday fashion and styles of the period, decade by decade, for
women, men, and children. The set also includes helpful timelines; resource guides listing web sites,



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-184/buster-brown-clothes-history.pdf

videos, and print publications; an extensive glossary; and illustrations. Fashion influences how we
view other people and how we view ourselves. Find out what we wore and why we wore it in The
Greenwood Encyclopedia of Clothing in American History - Twentieth Century to the Present. This
fascinating reference set provides descriptions of styles of clothes that men, women, and children
have worn in the U.S. since 1900, and, as important, why they wore them. In addition to chapters
describing fashion trends and types of clothes, this work examines the impact that cultural history
has on fashion and how fashion may serve as an impetus for change in society. With volume one
covering 1900-1949 and volume two covering 1950 to the present, the first half of each volume
provides four chapters that examine the impact that political and cultural events, arts and
entertainment, daily life, and family structures have on cultural life and fashion. The second half of
each volume describes the important and everyday fashion and styles of the period, decade by
decade, for women, men, and children. The set also includes helpful timelines; resource guides of
web sites, videos, and print publications; an extensive glossary; and illustrations. Fashion is not for
the exclusive use of the social elite and the rich, nor can it be simply dismissed as just showing off.
We use fashion to express who we are and what we think, to project an image, to bolster our
confidence, and to attract partners.

buster brown clothes history: COMIX - A History of Comic Books in America Les Daniels,
Comix - A History of Comic Books in America (1988) : Covers the whole history of comic books in
America to 1970-the major creations, the major creators, the major comic book lines, the major
comic book enemies. Co-authors Les Daniels and The Mad Peck tell the story of how comic books
captured the imagination of millions and became an American institution, and whether or not they
deserved to. Adjoining the text, providing an illustrated history of their own, is a large selection of
complete comic book stories. No selected snippets. Full stories. “It seems safe to say,” the authors
write, “that no book to date has contained such a wide range of comic book tales Where else can one
find in the same volume such divergent personalities as the Old Witch and Donald Duck, or Captain
America and Those Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers?

buster brown clothes history: Senate History United States. Congress. Senate. Historical
Office, 1984

buster brown clothes history: The History of Footwear,

buster brown clothes history: History of American Dress from the 15th and 16th
Century Through 1965 Frances S. Howell, Virginia K. Costilow, Ann Gahan, 2010-02-08 This book
crosses the bounds between textbook, and very beautiful general interest history. With over fifty
wonderful illustrations, this book is a great companion for anyone interested in clothing worn during
certain periods of American history, clothing design, costuming, stagecraft, or any of the dramatic
arts and industrial designs. While it's primary emphasis is on American clothing from the very
beginnings of the country, and the social, economic, technological, necessary changes in clothing
design, it also makes a great general reference for anyone interested in American clothing, and,
makes a great looking decorative piece. The book gives the reader the opportunity to survey the
history of American dress in brief form. It's main concern, is to help people everywhere to
understand clothing design in relationship to the social forces which constantly mold American life
and culture. Factors ranging from geography to purpose, to technology, on to world events and
needs govern the type of clothing we need to wear at any given time. In our rapidly changing world
it is imperative that our people have a sound understanding of American history. Educators for some
time have recognized the need for broadening the students' learning in this field of knowledge.
Today, schools stress the importance of the American heritage. Such an approach opens the door for
discovery and exploration into many facets of life. It makes possible an appreciation for the social
and economic forces behind historic facts. Too often political and military events are
over-emphasized while students fail to grasp the significance of social and economic events. This
book will have served its purpose if the reader can come to recognize the development of American
dress as an important part of the American heritage and can in some small degree appreciate its
inter-relatedness with many social and economic forces which contribute to its fulfillment. (Frances



Howell, 1965)

buster brown clothes history: Memories of Chicano History Mario T. Garcia, 2023-11-15 Who
is Bert Corona? Though not readily identified by most Americans, nor indeed by many Mexican
Americans, Corona is a man of enormous political commitment whose activism has spanned much of
this century. Now his voice can be heard by the wide audience it deserves. In this landmark
publication—the first autobiography by a major figure in Chicano history—Bert Corona relates his
life story. Corona was born in El Paso in 1918. Inspired by his parents' participation in the Mexican
Revolution, he dedicated his life to fighting economic and social injustice. An early labor organizer
among ethnic communities in southern California, Corona has agitated for labor and civil rights
since the 1940s. His efforts continue today in campaigns to organize undocumented immigrants.
This book evolved from a three-year oral history project between Bert Corona and historian Mario T.
Garcia. The result is a testimonio, a collaborative autobiography in which historical memories are
preserved more through oral traditions than through written documents. Corona's story represents a
collective memory of the Mexican-American community's struggle against discrimination and racism.
His narration and Garcia's analysis together provide a journey into the Mexican-American world.
Bert Corona's reflections offer us an invaluable glimpse at the lifework of a major grass-roots
American leader. His story is further enriched by biographical sketches of others whose names have
been little recorded during six decades of American labor history. Who is Bert Corona? Though not
readily identified by most Americans, nor indeed by many Mexican Americans, Corona is a man of
enormous political commitment whose activism has spanned much of this century. Now his voice can
be heard by the wide audience it

buster brown clothes history: World Clothing and Fashion Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-03-17
Taking a global, multicultural, social, and economic perspective, this work explores the diverse and
colourful history of human attire. From prehistoric times to the age of globalization, articles cover
the evolution of clothing utility, style, production, and commerce, including accessories (shoes, hats,
gloves, handbags, and jewellery) for men, women, and children. Dress for different climates,
occupations, recreational activities, religious observances, rites of passages, and other human needs
and purposes - from hunting and warfare to sports and space exploration - are examined in depth
and detail. Fashion and design trends in diverse historical periods, regions and countries, and social
and ethnic groups constitute a major area of coverage, as does the evolution of materials (from
animal fur to textiles to synthetic fabrics) and production methods (from sewing and weaving to
industrial manufacturing and computer-aided design). Dress as a reflection of social status,
intellectual and artistic trends, economic conditions, cultural exchange, and modern media
marketing are recurring themes. Influential figures and institutions in fashion design, industry and
manufacturing, retail sales, production technologies, and related fields are also covered.

buster brown clothes history: Britt and Nan Pendergrast Oral History Britt and Nan
Pendergrast, 2010-07-14 An oral history of Britt and Nan Pendergrast, interviewed by their seven
children, Jill, John, Nan, Blair, Scott, and Craig

buster brown clothes history: Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-bottoms: 1900s and 1910s , 2002
Recounts the enduring products, innovative trends, and fun fads of the past ten decades. In 5
volumes.

buster brown clothes history: Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-bottoms: 1900s and 1910s
Sara Pendergast, 2002 The hairstyles, slang terms, advertising jingles, pop music sensations, and all
else described as popular culture is covered in this 5-vol. reference. Arranged chronologically by
decade and by broad topics within each decade, Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-Bottoms focuses solely
on the popular culture of the century -- hairstyles, slang terms, television shows, pop music
sensations, etc. -- offering more detailed information on trends and fads than any other resource.
Written specifically for students in grades 5 through 12, major topics include: products and brands,
toys and games, music and dance, holidays, shopping, sports, movements and much more. Also
includes approximately 400 photos, a cumulative table of contents, timeline, subject and cumulative
general index and trivia sidebars.



buster brown clothes history: Cincinnati's Literary Heritage Kevin Grace, 2007-09-30 This
cultural history of Cincinnati explores how a love of books and reading transformed Ohio’s Queen
City into a bibliophile’s paradise. Since its founding in 1788, Cincinnati has been home to lovers of
books and reading. The early settlers swapped books with one another. By the early 1800s, civic
leaders were envisioning the creation of a public library, and in 1814, the Circulating Library
Society was founded. Other libraries followed, as did bookshops and stationers. These early social
developments were followed by literary industries. Soon, printing and publishing made Cincinnati
one of America’s centers for the book trade. Ault & Wiborg became one of the world’s largest
manufacturers of printing ink, while the Strobridge Lithography Company produced the lion’s share
of circus and show posters in the Western world. Author and rare book archivist Kevin Grace
chronicles the centuries-long literary evolution of Cincinnati, a city that now boasts a thriving
community of poets, playwrights, authors and booksellers.

buster brown clothes history: How Things Got Started Arkady Leokum, 1976 Provides
answers to frequently asked questions concerning the origins of such diverse things as opera, the
use of zero, and our marriage practices.

buster brown clothes history: Children's Clothes Since 1750 Clare Rose, 1989 From the
swaddling bands of the seventeenth century to the T-shirts of the 1980s, children's clothes provide a
fascinating insight into the history of culture and ideas, and society's perception of the child. This
book looks at children's clothes in their wildest possible context, relating the to changes in adult
fashion, to new theories of childcare, and to new manufacturing methods. At the same time. it pays
close attention to the garments themselves, examining when they were worn, and by whom, how
much they cost, how they were made and cared for, and what their wearers thought of them.

buster brown clothes history: Doodlebug Days Dorothy Lockard Bristol, Nancy Lockard
Gallop, 2000-09-05 Our 1935 black Oldsmobile and heavily-loaded trailer drew hostile looks as we
drove into Bakersfield and stopped at a shady park to check the tires. When Mother, Daddy, we two
girls and our young brother, Skippy, got out, two work-hardened men in ranch straw hats and
short-sleeved cotton shirts stood staring suspiciously at our California license plates. Had those
plates on long? the shorter man challenged Daddy. Guess you'd say so, Daddy answered pleasantly.
Mother's hands were settling on her hips, a sure sign her indignation would be expressed verbally at
the first sign of an insult from the men. The taller man took a step toward Daddy. Hope you're not
looking for farm work in Bakersfield 'cause there isn't any. Deliberately the man spat on the curb.
Every damn fool in Texas, Missouri, Arkansas and Oklahoma is either here or on Route 66 trying to
get here in some beat-up jalopy. Not enough cotton or potatoes in all of Kern County to keep half of
them busy. No, Daddy said evenly. Not looking for work. Just looking to head out of here in a few
minutes. While Daddy circled our car and trailer, Mother glared at the men, snapped open her white
envelope purse and drew out a bottle of Coty's Emeraude, dabbing a drop behind each ear. It's so
much hotter here than in Lynwood, she said loftily. I don't know how people can stand it. Turning
her back on the Bakersfield men she added, Come on, children, let's get back in the car. And don't
step in that filth on the sidewalk. As Daddy pulled away from the curb, Mother fanned herself with
her purse. Imagine, Bruce, you, a civil engineer looking for farm work. I'd like to have given those
Bakersfield men a piece of my mind, and I would have too if your work weren't so secret. They
treated us as if we were Dust Bowl migrants! In California in 1935 twenty percent of the country's
labor force was unemployed, and hobos regularly knocked on back doors for handouts. To survive in
the Great Depression, our father had taken a job with an oil exploration party in the San Joaquin
Valley. Our family packed up and left southern California to join him. Between 1900 and 1936
California led the nation in petroleum production. Oil companies, certain that great reserves of oil
still lay hidden, sent exploration crews, called doodlebug parties, throughout California to find new
fields. The intense competition among oil companies mandated secrecy concerning doodlebug party
movements. By setting explosives off in a series of holes, doodlebuggers would measure the echoes
and make a seismic record that might indicate the presence of oil. Our new life was scary because
we girls, Nancy, age 10 and Sunny, 12, had been allowed to make the decision whether to follow our




father or remain in comfortably familiar Lynwood, just south of Los Angeles. Still, we knew that our
father felt fortunate to be holding a job, even one that worked a hardship on his wife and children.
We left our home in Southern California and headed north over the Ridge Route, towing our
possessions behind our car in a small canvas-covered trailer. Even though the security of our family
unit buffered us against hardships, we girls were apprehensive. Still, we were excited about the new
life that was unfolding. DOODLEBUG DAYS takes place in a California with a population of only six
million. The Valley towns in which we lived were small and agricultural with tight-knit established
families. For the employed, life was less complicated than it is today. Radios, not televisions, were
prominently enshrined in each living room. In the small towns up and down the Valley, people pulled
their kitchen chairs close to their radio to listen to President Roosevelt's fireside chats as he
discussed solutions to the problems that marked the era.

buster brown clothes history: Ladies' Home Journal Edward William Bok, 1913

buster brown clothes history: The Delineator , 1905

buster brown clothes history: The Comics Coulton Waugh, 1991 Insights into the aesthetics of
one of popular culture's favorite art forms

buster brown clothes history: Song Sheets to Software Elizabeth C. Axford, 2004-06-24 The
second edition continues to be a valuable source to printed music, music software, and Web sites
useful to musicians, and includes interesting essays on the history of printed music, copyright laws,
music theory fundamentals, and other topics. Manyquestions posed by musicians and others
concerned with music production and instruction are answered with short, effective explanations (e.
g., the duration of copyright, the concept of fair use, writing lead sheets, publishing music). Axford's
volume will be especially useful to young musicians or others beginning a career in some aspect of
music. A useful section, Web Sites for Musicians, reveals the book's currency: very few dead links
were detected, attesting to careful updating from the first edition. The section Tech Talk: Terms A -
Z provides brief definitions for many new terms used by musicians or technology specialists. A
valuable desk reference for everyone involved in the music industry.

buster brown clothes history: Boys' Life , 1936-05 Boys' Life is the official youth magazine
for the Boy Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of news, nature,
sports, history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.

Related to buster brown clothes history

Buster Charters | A Charter Bus Company With Instant Pricing Charter buses nationwide with
Buster! Get instant quotes, easy DIY booking, and top-notch charter bus service

Buster: Captcha Solver for Humans - Chrome Web Store Save time by asking Buster to solve
CAPTCHAs for you. Buster is a browser extension which helps you to solve difficult CAPTCHAs by
completing reCAPTCHA audio challenges using

BUSTER Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster The meaning of BUSTER is someone or
something extraordinary. How to use buster in a sentence

BUSTER | definition in the Cambridge English Dictionary BUSTER meaning: 1. used to
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