
away by michael gow script

**Exploring the Depths of the Away by Michael Gow Script**

away by michael gow script offers a fascinating glimpse into Australian theatre, weaving together themes of
family, loss, and reconciliation through compelling dialogue and rich character development. For students,
actors, and theatre enthusiasts alike, exploring this script is both an educational journey and an emotional
experience. In this article, we'll dive deep into the nuances of the away by michael gow script, uncover its key
themes, and provide insights into its enduring popularity on stages around the world.

The Significance of Away by Michael Gow Script in Australian
Theatre

Michael Gow’s play *Away* has long been regarded as a cornerstone of contemporary Australian drama.
Written in 1986, the script captures the essence of Australian life during the 1960s, a period marked by social
change and personal upheaval. The away by michael gow script resonates due to its authentic portrayal of
ordinary people grappling with extraordinary circumstances.

The play’s structure and writing style make it an excellent resource for theatre studies, offering a perfect
blend of poetic language and realistic dialogue. It challenges both performers and audiences to explore complex
emotional landscapes, making it a staple in Australian school curricula and theatre companies.

Why the Script Continues to Captivate Audiences

One of the reasons the away by michael gow script remains popular is its universal themes—grief, hope, and the
search for meaning. Gow’s ability to create distinct, relatable characters ensures that each production of
*Away* feels fresh and relevant. The script’s interwoven storylines of three families on holiday during
Christmas provide a multi-faceted look at human resilience.

Moreover, the script strikes a balance between humor and tragedy, which engages viewers emotionally and
intellectually. This duality is a hallmark of Gow’s writing and a compelling reason why the play is studied and
performed repeatedly.

Understanding the Characters in the Away by Michael Gow Script

Central to the success of the away by michael gow script are its memorable characters. Each family represents
different social backgrounds and personal struggles, enriching the play’s narrative complexity.

The Families and Their Stories

The Dunbars: Facing the grief of their son’s death, their story explores themes of loss and healing.

The Webbs: A seemingly perfect family facing internal tensions and personal challenges.

The Kellys: Representing working-class Australia, their story delves into issues of aspiration and
acceptance.



These diverse perspectives create a rich tapestry that reflects broader Australian society during the 1960s.
When working with the away by michael gow script, actors and directors often emphasize these character
contrasts to highlight the play’s social commentary.

The Role of Tom: A Catalyst for Change

Tom, a young boy from a troubled background, acts as a pivotal character in the script. His interactions with
the other families bring about moments of revelation and transformation. Understanding Tom’s motivations and
symbolism is crucial for anyone engaging deeply with the away by michael gow script, as he embodies themes of
escape and reconciliation.

Key Themes Explored in the Away by Michael Gow Script

The away by michael gow script is rich with themes that are both timeless and culturally specific. Here we
explore some of the most prominent themes that give the play its emotional and intellectual weight.

Loss and Healing

At its core, *Away* is about coping with loss and finding a way forward. The Dunbars’ grief over their son’s
death is a powerful narrative thread that speaks to universal human experiences. Gow’s writing sensitively
portrays the different ways people deal with pain, offering audiences a chance to reflect on their own journeys
toward healing.

Escape and Transformation

The title itself, *Away*, suggests a desire to leave behind one’s troubles. Each family’s holiday journey acts
as a metaphor for personal transformation. The away by michael gow script cleverly uses the setting of a
seaside town to symbolize hope and renewal, contrasting with the characters' internal struggles.

Family Dynamics and Social Expectations

The play also critiques social norms and family expectations prevalent in 1960s Australia. Through the
interactions of the Webbs and Kellys, Gow highlights issues such as class divisions, emotional repression, and
the pressure to conform.

Studying and Performing the Away by Michael Gow Script

For students, actors, and educators, the away by michael gow script offers a wealth of opportunities to
explore dramatic techniques and cultural themes. Here are some tips and insights for engaging with the script
effectively.



Analyzing the Language and Style

The script combines poetic elements with naturalistic dialogue, making it a rich text for literary analysis. Pay
attention to how Gow uses language to reveal character emotions and create mood. The interplay between
humor and tragedy is especially noteworthy.

Character Development and Interpretation

When preparing for a performance, it’s essential to delve deeply into each character’s background and
motivations. Understanding the historical context of 1960s Australia will also enhance the portrayal,
allowing actors to bring authenticity to their roles.

Directorial Approaches

Directors working with the away by michael gow script often experiment with staging and symbolism to
underscore the play’s themes. The seaside setting can be interpreted in various ways—from a literal holiday
spot to a metaphorical space of emotional limbo. Thoughtful use of lighting, sound, and set design can heighten
the script’s emotional impact.

Accessing the Away by Michael Gow Script

For those interested in reading or performing the play, obtaining an official copy of the away by michael gow
script is important to ensure accuracy and respect for copyright. The script is widely available through
educational publishers, theatre companies, and online platforms specializing in dramatic literature.

Many schools and theatre groups also produce their own annotated versions to support study and rehearsal.
These editions often include background information, discussion questions, and performance notes that enrich
understanding.

Using the Script for Study and Production

Whether you’re a student preparing for an exam or a director planning a production, using the script alongside
critical essays and historical research will deepen your appreciation. Engaging with reviews and recorded
performances can also provide valuable perspectives on interpreting the text.

The Enduring Legacy of Away by Michael Gow Script

Decades after its premiere, the away by michael gow script continues to inspire new generations of theatre
practitioners and audiences. Its exploration of human resilience, combined with its distinctly Australian voice,
ensures its place as a vital work in the canon of world drama.

The script’s ability to foster empathy and reflection makes it a powerful tool not only for entertainment but
also for education and social commentary. As each new production brings fresh insights, *Away* remains a
living, breathing testament to the transformative power of theatre.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Michael Gow's play 'Away'?

The central theme of 'Away' is the journey of self-discovery and emotional healing, exploring family dynamics,
grief, and reconciliation during a seaside holiday in 1960s Australia.

Who are the main characters in 'Away' by Michael Gow?

The main characters in 'Away' include Tom and Coral, a grieving couple; their son, Stevie; their friend, Meg; and
her husband, Roy, as well as other characters they meet during their holiday.

How does Michael Gow use the setting in 'Away' to enhance the story?

Michael Gow uses the beach and holiday setting as a metaphor for escape and transformation, contrasting the
characters' personal struggles with the natural beauty and freedom of the seaside environment.

What is the significance of the play's title, 'Away'?

The title 'Away' signifies both the physical journey the characters take to the beachside holiday and their
emotional journeys away from pain, towards understanding and forgiveness.

How does the script of 'Away' reflect Australian culture?

The script incorporates Australian vernacular, references to historical events like the Vietnam War, and
portrays typical Australian family life and attitudes during the 1960s, reflecting the cultural context of
the time.

What dramatic techniques does Michael Gow employ in the 'Away' script?

Gow uses symbolism, flashbacks, and parallel storylines, along with naturalistic dialogue and character-
driven scenes, to develop themes and deepen audience engagement.

How is grief portrayed in 'Away' by Michael Gow?

Grief is portrayed through various characters coping differently with loss—Tom's anger, Coral's denial,
Stevie's confusion—highlighting the complexities of mourning and the need for communication and healing.

Where can I find the script for 'Away' by Michael Gow?

The script for 'Away' can be found in published play anthologies, libraries, or purchased from bookstores and
online retailers specializing in theatrical scripts.

Why is 'Away' considered an important work in Australian theatre?

Away is considered important because it captures a pivotal moment in Australian history and culture,
addresses universal themes with local significance, and has been widely studied and performed, influencing
contemporary Australian drama.



Additional Resources
**Exploring the Depths of Away by Michael Gow Script: A Professional Review**

away by michael gow script stands as a seminal piece in contemporary Australian theatre, a play that has been
studied, performed, and revered since its first staging in 1986. Michael Gow’s script offers a profound
exploration of human experience set against the backdrop of a road trip during the Christmas holidays. This
article delves into the intricacies of the play’s script, examining its themes, character dynamics, and enduring
relevance within theatrical literature.

In-depth Analysis of Away by Michael Gow Script

Away by Michael Gow script captures the complexities of interpersonal relationships and the journey toward
self-discovery. The play’s narrative structure is carefully crafted to balance multiple storylines,
intertwining the lives of three families who embark on separate holidays. Gow’s writing is notable for its poetic
yet accessible dialogue, which reflects the subtleties of Australian vernacular without sacrificing dramatic
tension.

The script’s strength lies in its thematic layering. Central motifs include loss, reconciliation, and the search
for meaning amidst adversity. Gow uses the physical journey—the “away” of the title—as a metaphor for
emotional and psychological transformation. This duality is a feature that enriches the script, allowing
directors and actors to explore diverse interpretive angles in their productions.

Character Development and Dialogue

The characters in away by michael gow script are carefully delineated, each representing different facets of
Australian society and human emotion. The script’s dialogue is crafted to reveal character motivations and
internal conflicts subtly, avoiding overt exposition. For instance, the tension between Tom and Coral, a young
couple grappling with grief, unfolds through their interactions rather than monologues, showcasing Gow’s
skill in “show, don’t tell” storytelling.

The script’s portrayal of Gwen and Roy, a more traditional couple, provides a counterpoint to the younger
characters, highlighting generational differences in coping with trauma. The third family, led by Meg and her son,
introduces themes of isolation and hope. The interplay between these characters is a testament to the script’s
nuanced writing, which invites audiences to empathize with varied perspectives.

Structural and Stylistic Features

Away by Michael Gow script employs a three-act structure, a classical format that supports the unfolding
of its layered narrative. The use of a single setting—a beachside holiday destination—creates a cohesive
environment that facilitates character interaction while symbolizing escape and renewal.

Stylistically, Gow’s script integrates elements of realism with poetic symbolism. The naturalistic dialogue is
punctuated by moments of lyrical reflection, often articulated through character monologues or stage
directions. This blend allows the play to resonate on both emotional and intellectual levels, making it a rich
text for academic study and theatrical interpretation.

Contextual and Cultural Significance

The away by michael gow script is firmly rooted in the Australian cultural landscape of the 1980s, yet its



themes remain universally relevant. The play emerged during a period of national reflection, coinciding with
Australia’s evolving identity and social dynamics. Gow’s script subtly critiques societal expectations while
celebrating resilience and human connection.

This cultural specificity enhances the script’s value in educational settings, where it serves as a vehicle for
exploring Australian history, social change, and theatrical innovation. Moreover, the script’s ongoing
popularity in school and community theatre productions highlights its accessibility and adaptability.

Comparisons with Other Australian Plays

When compared to contemporaneous Australian works such as David Williamson’s *The Removalists* or
Louis Nowra’s *Cos�*, away by michael gow script distinguishes itself through its focus on emotional
introspection rather than overt political commentary. While Williamson’s plays often confront societal
issues head-on, Gow’s script adopts a more subtle, character-driven approach.

This difference in style broadens the scope of Australian theatre, offering audiences and practitioners a diverse
range of narratives and storytelling techniques. The away script’s balance of personal and communal themes
situates it as a pivotal work within this broader theatrical tradition.

Availability and Usage of Away by Michael Gow Script

For theatre practitioners, educators, and students, the away by michael gow script is accessible through
various publishing houses and theatrical licensing agencies. The script is frequently included in drama curricula,
reflecting its pedagogical value. Its manageable cast size and single primary setting make it an attractive
choice for productions with limited resources.

Beyond staged performances, the script has been adapted into other media, including a notable film version,
which offers an alternative interpretation of Gow’s narrative. This adaptability underscores the script’s
versatility and enduring appeal.

Advantages and Challenges of Producing the Script

Advantages: The script’s rich character development provides actors with substantial material to
explore. Its universal themes resonate with diverse audiences, ensuring engagement. Additionally, the
minimalistic set requirements reduce production costs.

Challenges: Directors must carefully balance the play’s tone, navigating between moments of levity and
profound emotional weight. The subtlety of the dialogue demands skilled performances to convey
underlying tensions effectively.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Away by Michael Gow Script

Away by Michael Gow script remains a touchstone in Australian theatre for its elegant blend of poetic
storytelling and incisive social observation. Its rich thematic content and nuanced characters continue to
inspire theatre practitioners and scholars alike. As both a literary text and a performative work, the script
invites ongoing exploration into the human condition, making it a vital inclusion in the canon of modern drama.



Away By Michael Gow Script

  away by michael gow script: Away by Michael Gow Valerie Sutherland, 2004 This book
provides detailed information on the play 'Away', by Michael Gow, in the context of the specific
requirements of the HSC. Contents include: - Detailed summary and analysis of the play - 'Physical
Journeys' focus area - Background information about Michael Gow and the context of Australia in the
1960s - Analysis of characters and their physical journeys - Summary of key themes and issues.
  away by michael gow script: Sightlines Helen Gilbert, 2025-10-01 Sightlines: Race, Gender,
and Nation in Contemporary Australian Theatre asserts the centrality of theater to the ongoing
negotiations of the Australian context. By exploring ways in which ideas about race, gender, and
nation are expressed in concrete theatrical contexts, the performative qualities of theatrical
representation are revealed as compelling, important sites of critique. Helen Gilbert discusses an
exciting variety of plays, drawing examples from marginalized groups as well as from the theatrical
mainstream. While fully engaged with the discourses of contemporary critical thought, Sightlines
remains focused on the material stuff of the theater, grounding its discussion in the visual elements
of costume, movement, and scenography. And although focused specifically on performance, the
author's insistent interest in historical and political contexts also speaks to the broader concerns of
cultural studies. The book's recurrent concern with representations of Aboriginality, particularly in
the works of nonindigenous playwrights, draws attention to racial politics as a perennial motif in
postcolonial nations. Its illumination of the relationships between patriarchy and imperialism is
supported by an extensive discussion of plays by and about women. This nomadic approach marks
Sightlines as a groundbreaking study of recent Australian theater, a provocative application of
postcolonial theory to the embodied qualities of theatrical representation. An impressive and
ground-breaking study that provides a coherent postcolonial approach to Australian drama. --Bill
Ashcroft, University of New South Wales Elegantly written, and always beautifully lucid in its
argument. . . . this is a very original work, particularly in its marriage of performance theory and
postcolonial analysis. --Deidre Coleman, University of Sydney Helen Gilbert is Lecturer in Drama and
Theatre Studies, University of Queensland, and co-author, with Joanne Tompkins, of Post-Colonial
Drama: Theory, Practice, Politics.
  away by michael gow script: English in Practice 2 Workbook Julie Arnold, Lynda Wall, 2013-10
  away by michael gow script: Reconnoitres Gerald Alfred Wilkes, 1992 Collection of 19 essays
discussing scholarly teaching and research on Australian literature over the past 30 years, written
by past and present Sydney University colleagues of G A Wilkes, Foundation Professor of Australian
Literature at the University of Sydney. They include Don Anderson, Jennifer Gribble, Brian Kieman,
Stephen Knight and Vivian Smith. Indexed.
  away by michael gow script: Australian Metatheatre on Page and Stage Rebecca Clode,
2022-06-09 This book offers the first major discussion of metatheatre in Australian drama of the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. It highlights metatheatre’s capacity to illuminate the
wider social, cultural, and artistic contexts in which plays have been produced. Drawing from
existing scholarly arguments about the value of considering metatheatre holistically, this book
deploys a range of critical approaches, combining textual and production analysis, archival research,
interviews, and reflections gained from observing rehearsals. Focusing on four plays and their
Australian productions, the book uses these examples to showcase how metatheatre has been
utilised to generate powerful elements of critique, particularly of Indigenous/non-Indigenous
relations. It highlights metatheatre’s vital place in Australian dramatic and theatrical history and
connects this Australian tradition to wider concepts in the development of contemporary theatre.
This illuminating text will be of interest to students and scholars of Australian theatre (historic and
contemporary) as well as those researching and studying drama and theatre studies more broadly.
  away by michael gow script: Paper Empires Craig Munro, Robyn Sheahan-Bright, 2010-07
This new volume in UQP's History of the Book in Australia series explores Australian book
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production and consumption from 1946 to the present day. In the immediate postwar era, most
books were imported into a colonial market dominated by British publishers. Paper Empires traces
this fascinating and volatile half-century, using wide-ranging resea...
  away by michael gow script: The Oxford Handbook of Shakespearean Tragedy Michael Neill,
David Schalkwyk, 2016-08-18 The Oxford Handbook of Shakespearean Tragedy presents fifty-four
essays by a range of scholars from all parts of the world. Together these essays offer readers a fresh
and comprehensive understanding of Shakespeare tragedies as both works of literature and as
performance texts written by a playwright who was himself an experienced actor. The opening
section explores ways in which later generations of critics have shaped our idea of 'Shakespearean'
tragedy, and addresses questions of genre by examining the playwright's inheritance from the
classical and medieval past. The second section is devoted to current textual issues, while the third
offers new critical readings of each of the tragedies. This is set beside a group of essays that deal
with performance history, with screen productions, and with versions devised for the operatic stage,
as well as with twentieth and twenty-first century re-workings of Shakespearean tragedy. The book's
final section expands readers' awareness of Shakespeare's global reach, tracing histories of criticism
and performance across Europe, the Americas, Australasia, the Middle East, Africa, India, and East
Asia.
  away by michael gow script: Sydney Theatre Company, 1978 to 1988 Theresa Willsteed, Brett
Sheehy, 1989
  away by michael gow script: Standard English Barry Spurr, Lloyd Cameron, 2000
  away by michael gow script: King Lear, by William Shakespeare Lloyd Cameron, 2001
  away by michael gow script: History of the Book in Australia Volume 3 Craig Munro,
2006-07 This new volume in UQP's History of the Book in Australia series explores Australian book
production and consumption from 1946 to the present day. In the immediate postwar era, most
books were imported into a colonial market dominated by British publishers. Paper Empires traces
this fascinating and volatile half-century, using wide-ranging research, oral history and memoir to
explore the worlds of book publishing, selling and reading. After 1945, Australian publishing went
from a handful of fledgling businesses to the billion dollar industry of today with thousands of new
titles each year and a vast array of imported books. Publishing's postwar expansion began with the
baby boom and the increased demand for school texts, with independent houses blossoming during
the 1960s and 70s followed by the current era dominated by global conglomerates. All aspects of
print culture are explored, from authorship and editing to bookselling, libraries and reading habits,
in the context of today's rapidly changing publishing landscape with its many technological
challenges.A wide range of expert contributors, including book-trade practitioners, have produced
this lively and indispensable account of our vital cultural industry.
  away by michael gow script: English in Australia , 1993
  away by michael gow script: Plays International , 1996
  away by michael gow script: Our Australian Theatre in the 1990s Veronica Kelly, 1998
AUSTRALIAN THEATRE in the 1990s is a vigorous enterprise displaying the energies and
contradictions of a multicultural society. This collection of essays by leading scholars of Australian
theatre and drama surveys the emergence and directions of the new theatrical energies which have
challenged or redefined the Australian 'mainstream': Aboriginal, multicultural, Asian-Australian,
women's, gay and lesbian, community and young people's theatre; and charts the exciting growth of
physical theatre. The contributors assess the impact of evolving funding and industrial priorities,
and examine the theoretical and cultural debates surrounding Australian playwriting and
theatre-making from the 1970s Vietnam dramas to the postmodern present.
  away by michael gow script: Australasian Drama Studies , 2000
  away by michael gow script: The World Encyclopedia of Contemporary Theatre Katherine
Brisbane, Ravi Chaturvedi, Ramendu Majumdar, Chua Soo Pong, Minoru Tanokura, 2005-08-16 This
volume featrues over 250,000 words and more than 125 photographs identifying and defining
theatre in more than 30 countries from India to Uzbekistan, from Thailand to New Zealand and



featuring extensive documentation on contemporary Chinese, Japanese, Indian and Australian
theatre.
  away by michael gow script: Australian National Bibliography , 1978
  away by michael gow script: Away by Michael Gow Tammara Dawson, 2009
  away by michael gow script: Australian Books in Print , 1989
  away by michael gow script: Away , 1989
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