
american religions ruth marie griffith
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american religions ruth marie griffith is a phrase that brings to mind a
fascinating intersection of faith studies and academic insight into the
diverse religious landscape of the United States. Ruth Marie Griffith, a
prominent scholar in religious studies, has contributed significantly to
understanding how various American religions interact, evolve, and influence
society. Her work offers a rich perspective on the multiplicity of spiritual
expressions within the country, revealing the dynamic nature of religion in
America.

In this article, we will explore the contributions of Ruth Marie Griffith to
the study of American religions, examine the diversity and complexity of
religious traditions in the United States, and reflect on how her scholarship
helps both academics and general readers grasp the nuanced fabric of American
faith.

Who Is Ruth Marie Griffith?

Ruth Marie Griffith is a distinguished scholar specializing in religious
studies with a concentrated focus on American religions and religious
history. Her academic career has been notable for integrating rigorous
research with accessible writing, helping to bridge the gap between scholarly
communities and the broader public interested in religion.

Griffith’s work often highlights how religious practices shape and are shaped
by cultural, social, and political contexts. By focusing on American
religions, she sheds light on the unique religious pluralism that
characterizes the United States, a country known for its freedom of religious
expression and multiplicity of faith traditions.

Academic Background and Contributions

Ruth Marie Griffith holds advanced degrees in religious studies and has been
involved in teaching, research, and publishing for many years. Her
publications include books, articles, and essays that delve into the
historical development of religious movements, the impact of immigration on
American faith communities, and the evolving role of religion in public life.

One of her key contributions is emphasizing how American religions cannot be
understood in isolation but must be viewed within the broader social and
cultural frameworks. This approach helps reveal how religion interacts with



issues like identity, politics, and community building.

Understanding American Religions Through Ruth
Marie Griffith’s Lens

American religions are incredibly diverse, ranging from mainstream Christian
denominations to indigenous spiritual traditions, new religious movements,
and immigrant faith communities. Ruth Marie Griffith’s scholarship provides a
roadmap to navigate this complex religious terrain.

Religious Pluralism and Diversity

One of the core themes in Griffith’s work is religious pluralism—the
coexistence of multiple religious beliefs and practices within the same
geographical space. America’s religious landscape is marked by:

Mainline Protestantism and Evangelical Christianity

Catholicism and Eastern Orthodox traditions

Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and other global religions

Indigenous spiritual practices and syncretic faiths

New religious movements and alternative spiritualities

Griffith highlights how these varied expressions of faith contribute to an
ongoing dialogue about religion’s place in American culture and politics. Her
analysis often points out that religious identities in the U.S. are fluid and
frequently intersect with ethnicity, race, and socio-economic status.

The Role of Immigration in Shaping American
Religions

Another significant aspect of American religions is the impact of
immigration. Ruth Marie Griffith’s research underscores how waves of
immigrants have brought new religious traditions to the United States,
enriching its spiritual diversity and challenging existing religious norms.

For example, the growth of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism in America
is closely tied to immigration patterns from Asia, the Middle East, and



Africa. Griffith’s work helps explain how these communities maintain their
religious identities while adapting to the American context.

Religion and Society: Insights from Ruth Marie
Griffith

Religion in America is not just a private or community matter—it plays a
crucial role in broader social dynamics. Ruth Marie Griffith’s scholarship
often addresses the intersection of religion with politics, education, and
social justice.

Religion and Politics

The relationship between religion and politics in the United States is
complex and often contested. Griffith explores how religious beliefs
influence voting behaviors, policy debates, and public discourse. She also
examines the ways religious groups mobilize around issues such as civil
rights, immigration reform, and environmental stewardship.

Understanding this interplay is essential for anyone interested in American
religious studies, as it reveals how faith communities contribute to shaping
national identity and political agendas.

Religion, Education, and Public Life

Griffith also sheds light on how religion intersects with education and
public life. Debates over the role of religion in public schools, the
teaching of evolution versus creationism, and the presence of religious
symbols in public spaces are all areas where her insights prove invaluable.

Her work encourages readers to consider how religious freedom and secular
governance coexist and sometimes clash in the American context.

Applying Ruth Marie Griffith’s Perspectives
Today

The study of American religions through the lens of Ruth Marie Griffith
offers practical insights for educators, policymakers, religious leaders, and
anyone interested in the evolving spiritual landscape of the United States.



Promoting Interfaith Understanding

One of the key takeaways from Griffith’s work is the importance of fostering
interfaith dialogue and understanding. By recognizing the rich diversity of
American religions and the common values shared among many faith traditions,
communities can build bridges and reduce religious tensions.

Encouraging Critical Engagement with Religion

Griffith’s scholarship also invites readers to engage critically and
thoughtfully with religion’s role in society. Whether analyzing media
representations of religion or participating in civic discussions, her
approach encourages nuance and respect for complexity.

Supporting Religious Freedom and Pluralism

Finally, Ruth Marie Griffith’s work highlights the ongoing need to uphold
religious freedom while balancing the rights of diverse religious
communities. This balance is vital for maintaining the democratic principles
that underpin American society.

American religions continue to evolve, influenced by demographic changes,
cultural shifts, and global trends. Thanks to scholars like Ruth Marie
Griffith, we gain a deeper, more empathetic understanding of how faith
shapes—and is shaped by—the American experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ruth Marie Griffith in the context of
American religions?
Ruth Marie Griffith is a scholar and author known for her work on American
religious history and the study of religion in the United States.

What are some key contributions of Ruth Marie
Griffith to the study of American religions?
Ruth Marie Griffith has contributed to the understanding of American
religious diversity, religious movements, and the intersection of religion
and culture in America through her research and publications.



Has Ruth Marie Griffith written any notable books on
American religions?
Yes, Ruth Marie Griffith has authored and edited several books and articles
focusing on American religious history, including analyses of various
religious traditions and their social impact in the U.S.

What academic background does Ruth Marie Griffith
have in American religions?
Ruth Marie Griffith holds advanced degrees in religious studies or history,
with a focus on American religions, and is affiliated with academic
institutions where she conducts research and teaches.

How does Ruth Marie Griffith approach the study of
American religious diversity?
Griffith approaches American religious diversity by examining historical,
cultural, and social factors that shape religious expression and identity in
the United States.

Are there any recent publications by Ruth Marie
Griffith on American religions?
Recent publications by Ruth Marie Griffith include articles and essays in
academic journals and edited volumes that explore contemporary issues and
historical perspectives in American religious studies.

What impact has Ruth Marie Griffith had on American
religious studies?
Ruth Marie Griffith has influenced the field of American religious studies by
providing nuanced insights into the complexities of religious life in America
and fostering interdisciplinary dialogue.

Where can one find lectures or talks by Ruth Marie
Griffith on American religions?
Lectures or talks by Ruth Marie Griffith can often be found through
university websites, academic conferences on religious studies, and online
platforms like YouTube or university lecture series archives.

Additional Resources
American Religions Ruth Marie Griffith: An Analytical Exploration of Faith
and Scholarship



american religions ruth marie griffith represents a significant intersection
of religious studies and American cultural history, embodied through the work
and scholarship of Ruth Marie Griffith. As an academic and expert in
religious studies, Griffith’s contributions provide nuanced understandings of
the diverse religious landscapes that shape the United States. Her work
delves into the complexities of American religious identity, the evolving
nature of spiritual practices, and the socio-political influences that
underpin faith traditions across the country.

This article aims to offer a comprehensive and analytical review of Ruth
Marie Griffith’s impact on the study of American religions, examining her
methodologies, key themes, and the broader implications of her scholarship.
By exploring her approach to the subject, readers can gain insight into how
religious dynamics in America are not only observed but critically
interpreted by contemporary scholars.

Ruth Marie Griffith’s Approach to American
Religions

Ruth Marie Griffith’s scholarship is characterized by an interdisciplinary
approach that combines historical analysis, sociology, and theological
perspectives. Her work situates American religions within their cultural and
political contexts, highlighting the fluidity and diversity inherent within
the U.S. religious landscape. Instead of treating American religious
traditions as static or monolithic, Griffith emphasizes their evolution over
time, shaped by immigration, social movements, and changing demographics.

One of the hallmark features of her analysis is the emphasis on marginalized
or lesser-studied religious communities, including indigenous spiritualities,
immigrant faith groups, and new religious movements. This broad scope
challenges traditional narratives that often center dominant Christian
denominations, thereby enriching the discourse on religious pluralism in
America.

Exploring Religious Pluralism and Diversity

American religions, according to Griffith, cannot be fully understood without
acknowledging the deep diversity that defines the nation’s spiritual life.
Her research documents the coexistence and interaction of multiple faith
traditions, illustrating how they influence one another and contribute to a
complex religious mosaic. This pluralistic perspective aligns with broader
academic trends that recognize the United States as a dynamic site of
religious negotiation rather than a homogenous religious culture.

Griffith’s work also examines how religious identities intersect with
ethnicity, race, and immigration status, shedding light on the ways faith



communities adapt and transform in response to broader societal changes. This
exploration is crucial for policymakers, religious leaders, and scholars who
seek to understand the implications of religious diversity for social
cohesion and public policy.

Methodological Contributions and Academic Impact

In addition to her thematic focus, Ruth Marie Griffith’s methodological
contributions have significantly influenced the field of American religious
studies. She employs qualitative research techniques, including ethnography
and oral histories, to capture the lived experiences of religious adherents.
This approach moves beyond mere doctrinal analysis to encompass the social
and personal dimensions of faith.

Her academic rigor and commitment to primary source engagement have set a
standard for future researchers. By integrating historical documentation with
contemporary fieldwork, Griffith’s scholarship bridges the gap between the
past and present, providing a dynamic framework for understanding ongoing
religious transformations in the U.S.

American Religions: Contextualizing Griffith’s
Work in Contemporary Scholarship

The study of American religions has evolved considerably over recent decades,
with increasing attention to issues of gender, race, and globalization. Ruth
Marie Griffith’s work engages with these contemporary concerns, positioning
her as a thought leader who both reflects and shapes current academic
debates.

Comparative Perspectives on American Religious
Trends

When compared to other scholars in the field, Griffith’s analysis stands out
for its inclusive lens and critical examination of power dynamics within
religious communities. While some researchers focus predominantly on the rise
of evangelical Christianity or secularism, Griffith broadens the lens to
include a variety of religious expressions, from African American churches to
Asian immigrant temples.

This comparative approach enables a more holistic understanding of how
American religions respond to societal challenges such as discrimination,
political polarization, and cultural change. It reveals the adaptive
strategies faith groups employ to maintain relevance and influence within a
rapidly shifting landscape.



Key Themes in Ruth Marie Griffith’s Scholarship

Several recurring themes emerge throughout Griffith’s body of work:

Religious Identity and Belonging: The negotiation of personal and
communal identity through religious affiliation.

Interfaith Dialogue: The dialogue and tensions between different
religious traditions within American society.

Religion and Politics: How religious beliefs intersect with political
ideologies and activism.

Migration and Transnationalism: The impact of global migration patterns
on the religious fabric of America.

Gender and Religion: Examining the roles and experiences of women within
various religious communities.

These themes not only highlight the depth of Griffith’s analysis but also
underscore the interconnected nature of religion with wider social issues.

Implications for Understanding American
Religious Landscapes

The insights derived from Ruth Marie Griffith’s work have practical
implications for both academia and public discourse. Her nuanced portrayal of
American religions challenges simplistic categorizations and encourages a
more empathetic and informed engagement with faith communities.

Pros and Cons of Griffith’s Analytical Framework

Pros:

Comprehensive and inclusive approach broadens the scope of
religious studies.

Use of qualitative methodologies captures the lived realities of
religious adherents.

Interdisciplinary perspective enriches understanding of religion’s
role in society.



Cons:

Complexity and breadth may challenge readers seeking a more focused
analysis.

Heavy emphasis on marginalized groups may underrepresent dominant
religious narratives.

Despite these considerations, Griffith’s contributions remain indispensable
for a balanced and critical study of American religions.

Future Directions in the Study of American Religions

Building on the foundation laid by scholars like Ruth Marie Griffith, future
research is likely to delve deeper into the intersections of technology,
globalization, and religion. The rise of digital faith communities, for
instance, presents new avenues for understanding how American religions
evolve in the 21st century.

Moreover, ongoing demographic shifts—such as the growing Hispanic population
and changing generational attitudes—will continue to reshape religious
landscapes. Griffith’s work provides a valuable framework for interpreting
these developments with scholarly rigor and cultural sensitivity.

In sum, the exploration of american religions ruth marie griffith offers a
vital lens into the multifaceted spiritual life of the United States. Her
scholarship not only enriches academic discourse but also enhances public
understanding of the complex and dynamic nature of faith in contemporary
America.

American Religions Ruth Marie Griffith

  american religions ruth marie griffith: American Religions Ruth Marie Griffith, 2008 This is
a collection of primary source documents in American religious history.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Born Again Bodies Ruth Marie Griffith, 2004 This is a
wonderful book, well-conceptualized, written with style and wit, and impressive for its ambition,
reach and achievement. R. Marie Griffith brings to the scene learning, theoretical subtlety, critical
acumen, historical skill, and humane sensibility. She has emerged as one of the most sophisticated
and insightful scholars of the Christian body in any period of Christian history.--Robert Orsi, Harvard
University Born Again Bodies is extraordinary. It uncovers an arena of knowledge never before
looked at with this level of critical attention when examining American religious culture; Griffith's
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strength is that she looks across the 'evangelical' denominations. Her work is elegant and truly
original.--Sander L. Gilman, author of Difference and Pathology and Jewish Frontiers
  american religions ruth marie griffith: The Oxford Handbook of African American Theology
Katie G. Cannon, Anthony B. Pinn, 2014-07-01 Named an Honor Book for Nonfiction by the Black
Caucus of the American Library Association African American theology has a long and important
history. With modern roots in the civil rights movements of the 1960s, African American theology
has gone beyond issues of justice and social transformation to participate in broader dialogues of
theological inquiry. The Oxford Handbook of African American Theology brings together leading
scholars in the field to offer a critical and comprehensive analysis of this theological tradition in its
many forms and contexts. Using an interdisciplinary approach, this Oxford Handbook examines the
nature, structures, and functions of African American Theology. The volume surveys the field by
highlighting its sources, doctrines, internal debates, current challenges, and future prospects in
order to present key topics related to the wider palette of Black Religion in a sustained scholarly
format. This formative collection presents current scholarship on African American Theology and
scripture, eschatology, Christology, womanist theology, sexuality, ontology, the global economy, and
much more. The contributors represent a diverse set of faith perspectives, adding to the layered
discourses within the volume. These essays further important discussions on the pressing debates
and challenges that shape black and womanist theologies.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Mediating Chicana/o Culture Scott L. Baugh,
2008-12-18 Mediating Chicana/o Culture: Multicultural American Vernacular covers an
unconventional array of topics—from handkerchiefs, votives, and graffiti to food, fútbol, and the
Internet—as well as cutting edge literature, cinema, photography, and more. In its cross-disciplinary
approach, this collection makes an invaluable contribution to the scholarship on Chicana and
Chicano culture and provides engaging readings for courses in race/ethnic studies, media studies,
and American studies. Collected chapters critically interrogate the underlying tensions between
personal expressions and public demonstrations in their on-going negotiation of Chicana and
Chicano identity. Drawing on the revolutionary work of Gloria Anzaldúa, Tómas Ybarra-Frausto,
Emma Pérez, Alfred Arteaga, Chela Sandoval, Julia Watson and Sidonie Smith, the Latina Feminist
Group, among others, chapters in this collection closely read the processes that seem built into the
actions and behaviors, the products, the art, the literature, and the discourse surrounding the search
for identity in the rush of our diverse 21st-century existence. Mediating Chicana/o Culture lays bare
the methods by which we define ourselves as individuals and as members of communities, examining
not only the message, but also the medium and the methods of mediating identity and culture.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Born Again Bodies R. Marie Griffith, 2004-10-04
Fat People Don't Go to Heaven! screamed a headline in the tabloid Globe in November 2000. The
story recounted the success of the Weigh Down Workshop, the nation's largest Christian diet
corporation and the subject of extensive press coverage from Larry King Live to the New Yorker. In
the United States today, hundreds of thousands of people are making diet a religious duty by
enrolling in Christian diet programs and reading Christian diet literature like What Would Jesus Eat?
and Fit for God. Written with style and wit, far ranging in its implications, and rich with the stories
of real people, Born Again Bodies launches a provocative yet sensitive investigation into Christian
fitness and diet culture. Looking closely at both the religious roots of this movement and its
present-day incarnations, R. Marie Griffith vividly analyzes Christianity's intricate role in America's
obsession with the body, diet, and fitness. As she traces the underpinning of modern-day beauty and
slimness ideals—as well as the bigotry against people who are overweight—Griffith links seemingly
disparate groups in American history including seventeenth-century New England Puritans,
Progressive Era New Thought adherents, and late-twentieth-century evangelical diet preachers.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Spiritual Citizenship N. Fadeke Castor, 2017-11-09 In
Spiritual Citizenship N. Fadeke Castor employs the titular concept to illuminate how Ifá/Orisha
practices informed by Yoruba cosmology shape local, national, and transnational belonging in
African diasporic communities in Trinidad and beyond. Drawing on almost two decades of fieldwork



in Trinidad, Castor outlines how the political activism and social upheaval of the 1970s set the stage
for African diasporic religions to enter mainstream Trinidadian society. She establishes how the
postcolonial performance of Ifá/Orisha practices in Trinidad fosters a sense of belonging that
invigorates its practitioners to work toward freedom, equality, and social justice. Demonstrating how
spirituality is inextricable from the political project of black liberation, Castor illustrates the ways in
which Ifá/Orisha beliefs and practices offer Trinidadians the means to strengthen belonging
throughout the diaspora, access past generations, heal historical wounds, and envision a decolonial
future.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: The Routledge Handbook of Religion and
American Culture Chad E. Seales, 2025-03-31 The Routledge Handbook of Religion and American
Culture explains where religion is made in the United States. It offers essays profiling cultural sites,
including energy, industry, public life, music, arts and entertainment, and life and death. These sites
organize the volume’s 31 chapters, demonstrating how cultural religion has been constructed and
performed in specific historical and ethnographic case studies. This volume offers a much-needed
resource for Religious Studies scholars and students interested in the study of religion and culture in
the United States, as well as those in American Studies, Anthropology of Religion, Sociology of
Religion, Material Culture Studies, Environmental Studies, and History.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: "Brand® New Theology McGee, Paula L.,
2017-03-16 McGee critiques the popular Health & Wealth message so prominently targeted
especially to black Christian women. She examines the preaching and writing of T. D. Jakes as the
most representative of a new phenomenon, the New Black Church, a new form of prosperity gospel
that signifies what she calls the Wal-Martization of religion.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Gifts of Virtue, Alice Walker, and Womanist
Ethics M. Harris, 2010-10-25 Melanie L. Harris dives into the spirituality and life work of Alice
Walker, literary genius and poet. Through the lens of Womanist ethics, Harris takes an inside look
into the virtues and values that can be lifted from a study of Walker s non-fiction work. This work
enlivens the debate in African and African American religious thought about the fluidity of
spirituality and widens the conversation to encourage readers to embrace religious traditions
inclusive of and beyond Christianity as the foundations for empowerment of both women and ethical
values.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Moral Combat R. Marie Griffith, 2017-12-12 From an
esteemed scholar of American religion and sexuality, a sweeping account of the century of religious
conflict that produced our culture wars Gay marriage, transgender rights, birth control -- sex is at
the heart of many of the most divisive political issues of our age. The origins of these conflicts,
historian R. Marie Griffith argues, lie in sharp disagreements that emerged among American
Christians a century ago. From the 1920s onward, a once-solid Christian consensus regarding
gender roles and sexual morality began to crumble, as liberal Protestants sparred with
fundamentalists and Catholics over questions of obscenity, sex education, and abortion. Both those
who advocated for greater openness in sexual matters and those who resisted new sexual norms
turned to politics to pursue their moral visions for the nation. Moral Combat is a history of how the
Christian consensus on sex unraveled, and how this unraveling has made our political battles over
sex so ferocious and so intractable.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Born Again Bodies R. Marie Griffith, 2004-10-04
This is a wonderful book, well-conceptualized, written with style and wit, and impressive for its
ambition, reach and achievement. R. Marie Griffith brings to the scene learning, theoretical subtlety,
critical acumen, historical skill, and humane sensibility. She has emerged as one of the most
sophisticated and insightful scholars of the Christian body in any period of Christian history.—Robert
Orsi, Harvard University Born Again Bodies is extraordinary. It uncovers an arena of knowledge
never before looked at with this level of critical attention when examining American religious
culture; Griffith's strength is that she looks across the 'evangelical' denominations. Her work is
elegant and truly original.—Sander L. Gilman, author of Difference and Pathology and Jewish



Frontiers
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Birth Control Battles Melissa J. Wilde, 2019-12-17
Conservative and progressive religious groups fiercely disagree about issues of sex and gender. But
how did we get here? Melissa J. Wilde shows how today’s modern divisions began in the 1930s in the
public battles over birth control and not for the reasons we might expect. By examining thirty of
America’s most prominent religious groups—from Mormons to Methodists, Southern Baptists to
Seventh Day Adventists, and many others—Wilde contends that fights over birth control had little do
with sex, women’s rights, or privacy. Using a veritable treasure trove of data, including census and
archival materials and more than 10,000 articles, statements, and sermons from religious and
secular periodicals, Wilde demonstrates that the push to liberalize positions on contraception was
tied to complex views of race, immigration, and manifest destiny among America’s most prominent
religious groups. Taking us from the Depression era, when support for the eugenics movement saw
birth control as an act of duty for less desirable groups, to the 1960s, by which time most groups had
forgotten the reasons behind their stances on contraception (but not the concerns driving them),
Birth Control Battles explains how reproductive politics divided American religion. In doing so, this
book shows the enduring importance of race and class for American religion as it rewrites our
understanding of what it has meant to be progressive or conservative in America.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Religion: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research
Guide Carla Gardina Pestana, 2010-06 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and
students of the ancient world find reliable sources of information by directing them to the best
available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and
journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international
authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct
recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated. This ebook is just one of many articles from Oxford Bibliographies
Online: Atlantic History, a continuously updated and growing online resource designed to provide
authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other materials relevant to the study of Atlantic
History, the study of the transnational interconnections between Europe, North America, South
America, and Africa, particularly in the early modern and colonial period. Oxford Bibliographies
Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more
information visit www.oxfordbibliographies.com.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Religion and Politics in the Contemporary
United States R. Marie Griffith, Melani McAlister, 2008-06-09 This collection of essays from a
special issue of American Quarterly explores the complex and sometimes contradictory ways that
religion matters in contemporary public life. Religion and Politics in the Contemporary United States
offers a groundbreaking, cross-disciplinary conversation between scholars in American studies and
religious studies. The contributors explore numerous modes through which religious faith has
mobilized political action. They utilize a variety of definitions of politics, ranging from lobbying by
religious leaders to the political impact of popular culture. Their work includes the political activities
of a very diverse group of religious believers: Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and
others. In addition, the book explores the meanings of religion for people who might contest the
term—those who are spiritual but not religious, for example, as well as activists who engage symbols
of faith and community but who may not necessarily consider themselves members of a specific
religion. Several essays also examine the meanings of secular identity, humanist politics, and the
complex evocations of civil religion in American life. No other book on religion and politics includes
anything like the diversity of religions, ethnicities, and topics that this one does—from Mormon
political mobilization to attempts at Americanizing Muslims in the post-9/11 United States, from
César Chávez to James Dobson, from interreligious cooperation and conflict over Darfur to the
global politics surrounding the category of Hindus and South Asians in the United States.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion,
Volume 32 , 2022-05-16 The present volume brings together scholars from all over the world in an



open section and three special sections that explore how lesser-heard and unheard voices may be
studied. Special section 1, Religion in Higher Education interrogates lived experiences of religion in
higher education contexts and how certain voices are marginalised and minoritised. Special section
2, Cultural Blindness in Psychology, explores how culture as a lived experience, especially in its
religious dimension, is rendered invisible in psychological science. Finally, special section 3 entitled
Religious Authority in Practice in Contemporary Evangelical, Charismatic, and Pentecostal
Christianity outlines “evangelicalism” and introduces “authority” as a sociological concept from
various theoretical perspectives. Contributors are Kusha Anand, Amin Al-Astewani, Amarina Ashar
Ariyanto, Ryan T. Cragun, Sariya Cheruvallil-Contractor, Abhijit Dasgupta, Al Dueck, Johan Eriksson,
Maren Freudenber, Mathew Guest, Gagan Hartana Tupah Brama, Stephen Heap, Ralph W. Hood,
Joevarian Hudiyana, Thomas Kern, Tomas Lindgren, Josefa Loebell, Nina Monowski, Jenny Morgans,
Laraib Niaz, Insa Pruisken, Martin Radermacher, Asgar Halim Rajput, Victoria Redclift, Sebastian
Schüler, Kundan Singh, Hannes Sonnenschein, Mohammad Soltani Renani, Louise Sundarajan,
Nicole Lee-Thung Tan, Xiaoqi Tang, Thomas Teo, Amanda tho Seeth, Rachel Sing-Kiat Ting, Min-Min
Tan, Nicole Wagner, Paul Weller, Chee-Khong Yap, and YueYun Aw Yong.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Contemporary Perspectives on Religions in
Africa and the African Diaspora Carolyn M. Jones Medine, Ibigbolade S. Aderibigbe, Hans D
Seibel, 2015-10-14 Contemporary Perspectives on Religions in Africa and the African Diaspora
explores African derived religions in a globalized world. The volume focuses on the continent, on
African identity in globalization, and on African religion in cultural change.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Sociology of Religion William Mirola, Michael
Emerson, Susanne Monahan, 2019-02-18 Sociology of Religion is a collection that seeks to explore
the relationship between the structure and culture of religion and various elements of social life in
the United States. This reader is an ideal standalone course text and can also serve as supplement to
the text written by the same author team, Religion Matters (Routledge, 2010). Based on both classic
and contemporary research in the sociology of religion, this new, third edition highlights a variety of
research methods and theoretical approaches to studying the sociological elements of religion. It
explores the ways in which religious values, beliefs and practices shape the world outside of church,
synagogue, or mosque walls while simultaneously being shaped by the non-religious forces operating
in that world.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Abrahamic Religions ,
  american religions ruth marie griffith: Dante and the Practice of Humility Rachel K.
Teubner, 2023-07-13 In this book, Rachel Teubner offers an exploration of humility in Dante's Divine
Comedy, arguing that the poem is an ascetical exercise concerned with training its author gradually
in the practice of humility, rather than being a reflection of authorial hubris. A contribution to recent
scholarship that considers the poem to be a work of self-examination, her volume investigates its
scriptural, literary, and liturgical sources, also offering fresh feminist perspectives on its theological
challenges. Teubner demonstrates how the poetry of the Comedy is theologically significant,
focusing especially on the poem's definition of humility as ethically and artistically meaningful.
Interrogating the text canto by canto, she also reveals how contemporary tools of literary analysis
can offer new insights into its meaning. Undergraduate and novice readers will benefit from this
companion, just as theologians and scholars of medieval religion will be introduced to a growing
body of scholarship exploring Dante's religious thought.
  american religions ruth marie griffith: God's Daughters R. Marie Griffith, 1997-10-08 In
recent decades, religious conservatives and secular liberals have battled over the appropriate role of
women in society. In this absorbing exploration of Women's Aglow Fellowship, the largest women's
evangelical organization in the world, R. Marie Griffith challenges the simple generalizations often
made about charismatic or spirit-filled Christian women and uncovers important connections
between Aglow members and the feminists to whom they so often seem opposed. Women's Aglow is
an international, interdenominational group of spirit-filled women who meet outside the formal
church structure for healing prayer, worship, and testimony. Aglow represents a wider evangelical



culture that has gained recent media attention as women inspired by the Christian men's group,
Promise Keepers, have initiated parallel groups such as Praise Keepers and Promise Reapers. These
groups are generally newcomers to an institutional landscape that Aglow has occupied for thirty
years, but their beliefs and commitments are very similar to Aglow's. While historians have
examined earlier women's prayer groups, they've tended to ignore these modern-day evangelical
groups because of their assumed connection to the religious right. God's Daughters reveals a
devotional world in which oral and written testimonies recount the afflictions of human life and the
means for seeking relief and divine assistance. A relationship with God, envisioned as father,
husband or lover, and friend, is a way to come to terms with pain, dysfunctional family relationships,
and a desire for intimacy. Griffith's book is also valuable in showing the complex role that women
play within Pentecostalism, a movement that has become one of the most important in
twentieth-century world religions.
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