william marshal the flower of chivalry

William Marshal: The Flower of Chivalry

william marshal the flower of chivalry is a phrase that evokes images of medieval knighthood, honor,
and unparalleled skill on the battlefield. William Marshal, often regarded as the quintessential knight of
the Middle Ages, embodied the ideals of chivalry like few others in history. His life story is a fascinating
journey from humble beginnings to becoming one of the most powerful and respected figures in
medieval England. Let's explore why William Marshal earned the title "the flower of chivalry," and what

made his legacy endure through centuries.

The Early Life of William Marshal

William Marshal was born around 1146 into a relatively minor noble family. Despite his noble lineage,
his family was not particularly wealthy or influential, which meant William had to carve out his own
path. From a young age, he was trained in the arts of knighthood — swordsmanship, horsemanship,

and courtly manners — all essential skills for any aspiring knight.

His early years were marked by service under various lords where he honed his martial skills and
developed a reputation for bravery and fairness. Unlike many knights whose reputations were tied
solely to battlefield prowess, William was also known for his loyalty, diplomacy, and ability to navigate

the complex political landscape of the time.

Why Was William Marshal Called '""The Flower of Chivalry"?

The title "flower of chivalry" is not merely a poetic compliment; it reflects William Marshal’s

embodiment of the chivalric code in its fullest sense. The medieval code of chivalry emphasized virtues



like bravery, honor, loyalty, courtesy, and protection of the weak. William Marshal exemplified these

qualities through both his military achievements and his conduct off the battlefield.

Excellence in Tournaments and Warfare

One of the most striking aspects of William Marshal's life was his unparalleled success in knightly
tournaments. These events were both sporting competitions and demonstrations of martial skill, often
dangerous and brutal. William won numerous tournaments across Europe, earning vast wealth and
respect. His victories were not just about personal glory; they cemented his reputation as a protector of

justice and a paragon of knightly virtues.

In addition to tournaments, William Marshal was a formidable commander during several key battles,
including the tumultuous period of the English civil wars and the reign of King John. His military
acumen was instrumental in shaping the political landscape of England and securing the throne for

King Henry Il1.

Unwavering Loyalty and Political Wisdom

More than just a warrior, William Marshal was a consummate statesman. He served four English kings
— Henry Il, Richard the Lionheart, King John, and Henry Ill — navigating shifting alliances and
turbulent times with skill and integrity. His loyalty, especially during King John’s reign, was notable.
Despite the king’s often tyrannical behavior, William remained steadfast, acting as a mediator and

protector of the crown’s interests.

His role as regent for the young Henry Il after King John’s death showcased his political wisdom.
William Marshal successfully maintained peace and order during a precarious transition, further

solidifying his legacy as a leader who combined chivalric ideals with practical governance.



The Legacy of William Marshal in Medieval Literature and

History

William Marshal’s life and deeds were chronicled in an extensive biography known as the *History of
William Marshal*, written shortly after his death by a chaplain familiar with his career. This work not
only celebrates his feats but also serves as a valuable historical document, providing insight into

knighthood, medieval warfare, and politics.

The Chivalric Ideal Personified

In medieval literature, William Marshal is often portrayed as the perfect knight — brave, honorable,
generous, and loyal. His story inspired countless tales and romances, reinforcing the ideals of chivalry
for generations. Unlike many legendary figures who are shrouded in myth, William’s achievements are

well-documented, making his life a rare example of true historical chivalry.

Influence on Knighthood and Feudal Society

William Marshal’s career influenced the expectations and conduct of knights in later centuries. His
example underscored that chivalry was not just about warfare but also about serving justice, protecting
the weak, and showing loyalty to one’s lord and country. His life helped shape the evolving role of

knights from mere warriors to respected noblemen and leaders.

Lessons from William Marshal's Life

What can modern readers and history enthusiasts learn from the life of William Marshal, the flower of

chivalry? His story offers timeless lessons:



¢ Persistence and Self-Made Success: Born into modest circumstances, William’s rise to
prominence was due to relentless dedication and skill development, proving that birth alone

doesn’t determine destiny.

» Balance of Strength and Wisdom: His example shows that true leadership combines martial

prowess with diplomatic insight and fairness.

e Integrity Matters: Throughout political upheavals, William’s commitment to loyalty and justice

earned him respect and a lasting legacy.

¢ Adaptability: Serving under multiple kings and navigating complex politics required flexibility

without compromising core values.

Modern Reflections on Medieval Chivalry

Though the medieval world is far removed from today, the principles William Marshal championed
continue to resonate. Concepts like honor, respect, and service to others remain relevant in personal
and professional life. Studying figures like William Marshal can inspire us to uphold these timeless

values in our own way.

William Marshal’s Impact Beyond the Battlefield

While William Marshal is often celebrated for his battlefield accomplishments, his influence extended
into legal reforms and the stabilization of the English monarchy. His stewardship helped enforce the
Magna Carta's principles after King John’s troubled reign, contributing to the foundation of

constitutional governance.



Moreover, his patronage of religious institutions and support for charitable causes reflected the

chivalric ideal of protecting not just the realm but also the spiritual and social wellbeing of his society.

The Human Side of the Flower of Chivalry

Beyond the armor and titles, William Marshal was a family man, a husband, and a father. His personal
letters and records show a man deeply committed to his household and legacy. This humanizing
aspect adds depth to his legend, reminding us that even the greatest historical figures were grounded

in everyday relationships and responsibilities.

William Marshal’s life is a remarkable narrative of courage, loyalty, and honor that truly earned him the
reputation as the flower of chivalry. His story not only illuminates the ideals of medieval knighthood but
also offers enduring insights into leadership and character that transcend time. Whether you’re a
history buff, a student of medieval culture, or simply curious about the roots of chivalry, William

Marshal’s legacy remains a shining example of what it means to live with valor and integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was William Marshal, known as the 'Flower of Chivalry'?

William Marshal was a 12th and 13th-century English knight renowned for his exemplary chivalry,
military skill, and loyalty. He served four English kings and is often called the 'Flower of Chivalry' due
to his reputation as the ideal knight.

Why is William Marshal referred to as the 'Flower of Chivalry'?

William Marshal earned the title 'Flower of Chivalry' because he embodied the highest ideals of



knighthood, including bravery, loyalty, honor, and skill in combat, becoming a model for medieval

chivalry.

What were some key achievements of William Marshal during his
lifetime?

William Marshal's key achievements include serving as a knight in numerous tournaments, acting as a
regent for the young King Henry Ill, defending the kingdom during the First Barons' War, and playing a

crucial role in the signing of the Magna Carta.

How did William Marshal contribute to the Magna Carta?

William Marshal was instrumental in the re-issuance and enforcement of the Magna Carta in 1216,
ensuring peace and stability during King Henry lllI's minority by supporting the royal cause and

negotiating with rebellious barons.

What roles did William Marshal hold in the English court?

William Marshal held several important roles, including Earl of Pembroke, regent to King Henry Ill, and

a trusted advisor to multiple English monarchs, demonstrating his political as well as military influence.

How did William Marshal's upbringing influence his chivalric
reputation?

Born into a lesser noble family, William Marshal was trained extensively in the arts of knighthood from
a young age, participating in tournaments and serving powerful lords, which helped him develop the

skills and reputation that earned him the title 'Flower of Chivalry.'

What is the significance of William Marshal in medieval literature and
history?

William Marshal is celebrated in medieval literature as the ideal knight, and his life story is documented



in the famous biography 'L'Histoire de Guillaume le Maréchal,' which highlights his virtues and

contributions to medieval chivalry and English history.

How did William Marshal's legacy influence later concepts of
knighthood and chivalry?

William Marshal's legacy as the 'Flower of Chivalry' set a benchmark for knightly conduct, inspiring
later generations to value honor, loyalty, and martial skill, and shaping the romanticized ideals of

medieval knighthood in literature and culture.

Additional Resources

William Marshal: The Flower of Chivalry

william marshal the flower of chivalry stands as a compelling figure in medieval history, often hailed as
the paragon of knighthood and the embodiment of the chivalric ideal. His life, spanning from the
mid-12th to early 13th century, reveals a trajectory that intertwines loyalty, martial prowess, and
political acumen. As a knight who rose from relative obscurity to become one of the most powerful
men in England, William Marshal’s legacy offers invaluable insights into the nature of medieval

chivalry, feudal loyalty, and the complex socio-political landscape of his era.

The Life and Times of William Marshal

William Marshal was born around 1146, the younger son of a minor noble family. Unlike many of his
contemporaries who inherited vast estates and titles, Marshal’s early prospects were modest.
However, his career underscores the transformative power of skill, honor, and strategic alliances in
medieval society. His epithet, "the flower of chivalry," was not merely a poetic flourish but a reflection

of his widespread reputation as the greatest knight of his time.



Marshal’s ascent began with his service to Henry Il and continued under subsequent monarchs,
including Richard the Lionheart and King John. His loyalty to the crown was unwavering, a factor that
eventually earned him the position of regent for the young Henry lll. This role placed him at the

pinnacle of English politics, showcasing his versatility beyond the battlefield.

Chivalry and Martial Excellence

Central to understanding William Marshal’s enduring fame is his embodiment of chivalric ideals.
Chivalry in the medieval period was a complex code that combined martial valor, religious faith, courtly
behavior, and loyalty. Marshal’s career mirrors these elements through his participation in numerous

tournaments, crusades, and military campaigns.

Tournaments, in particular, were a major feature of Marshal’s reputation. Records indicate that he
excelled in these highly ritualized contests, which served as both training grounds and public
spectacles for knights. His prowess in tournaments earned him wealth and renown at a time when

such events were crucial for social mobility among the nobility.

Moreover, Marshal’s involvement in the Crusades, notably the Third Crusade, aligned him with the
religious dimensions of knighthood. His role was not just martial but also spiritual, reinforcing the
notion of knights as protectors of Christendom. This aspect of his life contributed to the idealized

image of Marshal as the quintessential “flower of chivalry.”

Political Influence and Feudal Loyalty

While William Marshal is often celebrated for his battlefield achievements, his political impact was
equally significant. His service as regent for Henry Ill, following the tumultuous reign of King John,

required keen diplomatic skills and a deep understanding of feudal governance.

Marshal’s ability to navigate the volatile politics of the Angevin empire, and later the nascent English



monarchy, was rooted in his reputation for fairness and loyalty. He played a pivotal role in the
negotiation of the Magna Carta, underscoring his commitment to the rule of law and baronial rights.
This involvement reflects the broader responsibilities knights held beyond warfare—acting as stabilizers

within the feudal system.

William Marshal’s Legacy in the Context of Medieval

Knighthood

William Marshal’s legacy extends beyond his lifetime, influencing how later generations perceived
knighthood and chivalry. His life exemplifies the interplay between personal honor and public duty, a
balance critical to the feudal order. Modern historians often compare his career with other prominent
knights of the period, noting that while many relied on birthright, Marshal’s achievements were largely

self-made.

Comparison with Contemporaries

When placed alongside contemporaries such as Richard the Lionheart or Bertrand du Guesclin,
William Marshal stands out for his longevity and adaptability. Unlike Richard, whose fame largely
rested on military exploits and royal lineage, Marshal combined martial skill with statesmanship.
Bertrand du Guesclin, a later figure, is often cited for similar reasons, but Marshal’s early and

sustained influence set a precedent.

This comparison highlights a key feature of Marshal’s career: the fusion of knightly valor with political
savvy, which was not universally common among knights of his time. His ability to maintain favor
across changing regimes while upholding chivalric principles contributed to his moniker as the “flower

of chivalry.”



Features of Marshal’s Chivalric Code

William Marshal’s life illustrates several defining features of medieval chivalry:

» Loyalty: His steadfast allegiance to his liege lords, regardless of shifting political landscapes.

* Honor: Consistent adherence to personal and martial ethics, as evidenced by his conduct in

tournaments and battles.

» Religious Devotion: Participation in the Crusades signified his commitment to the spiritual

dimension of knighthood.

¢ Justice and Governance: His role in mediating disputes and governing as regent demonstrated

chivalry’s extension into civil responsibilities.

These elements combined to create a holistic model of knighthood that balanced martial valor with

moral and political duties.

The Cultural and Historical Impact of William Marshal

The narrative of William Marshal has permeated medieval literature and modern historiography alike.
Chroniclers such as the author of the "History of William Marshal," a contemporary biography, present
him as the epitome of knightly virtues. This work offers a rare, detailed glimpse into the life of a

medieval knight, blending historical fact with idealized portrayal.

In contemporary culture, Marshal’s story has inspired various historical novels, documentaries, and

academic studies. His life serves as a case study for the evolution of chivalry from a martial ethos to a



broader social code. Furthermore, his role in shaping early English governance positions him as a

bridge between feudal tradition and emerging centralized monarchy.

The enduring fascination with William Marshal also underscores the relevance of chivalric values in
understanding medieval society. His career challenges simplistic interpretations of knights as mere

warriors, revealing a nuanced figure who balanced combat, loyalty, and leadership.

William Marshal’s identity as the “flower of chivalry” encapsulates more than his martial achievements;
it reflects an idealized synthesis of medieval virtues that transcended his era. His life journey—from a
younger son with limited prospects to a regent of England—demonstrates how chivalry operated as
both a personal code and a social institution. Through his legacy, historians and enthusiasts gain a
richer appreciation of the complexities of knighthood and the enduring power of chivalric ideals in

shaping history.

William Marshal The Flower Of Chivalry

william marshal the flower of chivalry: William Marshal Georges Duby, 1985 Recreates in
detail the life of this advisor to the Plantagnets and knight extraordinaire. Copyright © Libri GmbH.
All rights reserved.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: William Marshall George Duby,

william marshal the flower of chivalry: William Marshal Georges Duby, 2011-02-09
Georges Duby, one of this century's great medieval historians, has brought to life with exceptional
brilliance and imagination William Marshal, adviser to the Plantagenets, knight extraordinaire, the
flower of chivalry. A marvel of historical reconstruction, William Marshal is based on a biographical
poem written in the thirteenth century, and offers an evocation of chivalric life—the contests and
tournaments, the rites of war, the daily details of medieval existence—unlike any we have ever seen.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: William Marshal's Wife Julia A Hickey, 2024-04-30
The real story of Isabel de Clare, William Marshal's wife, a powerful woman who was a key figure in
the history of Ireland, England, Wales and Normandy. Isabel de Clare, the descendant of kings,
dukes and freebooters, was one of the wealthiest heiresses in Henry II's kingdom thanks to the
ambitions of her father Richard, Stronghow, de Clare and his marriage to Aoife, daughter of the last
king of Leinster. Nature gave her beauty and intelligence. Destiny made her a key figure in the
history of Ireland, England, Wales and Normandy. Isabel’s role as a daughter, wife, mother and
countess in her own right is the story of medieval aristocratic women and the power that they could
wield. Married to a complete stranger when she was just eighteen on the orders of Richard the
Lionheart, she found love in the arms of William Marshal - known as the greatest knight who ever


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-183/william-marshal-the-flower-of-chivalry.pdf

lived. Together they established powerbases in Ireland and in Wales, beat off their foes; negotiated
the perils of serving King John; and built a powerful kinship network. Marshal declared, ‘T have no
claim to anything save through her.” She was a peerless wife and remarkable woman who played the
political game alongside her husband serving successive Plantagenet monarchs, consolidating and
extending her inheritance as well as giving birth to ten children. Like her mother before her and her
brood of Marshall daughters after her, she was a prize, not a pawn, who knew how to balance her
role as a wife and mother alongside the brutal politics of the period.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: William Marshal David Crouch, 2014-05-22 Ruthless
opportunist, astute courtier, manipulative politician and brutal, efficient soldier: this is William
Marshal as portrayed by David Crouch in his widely acclaimed biography of 'the Marshal'. With the
new translation of the contemporary epic poem, Histoire de Giuillaume de Mareschal, and newly
discovered documents, David Crouch has substantitvely re-worked and expanded his original
volume. Now fully illustrated, this second edition represents a complete reappraisal of the career
and character of this remarkable man, and provides a riveting account of the realities of aristocratic
life in the age of chivalry.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1. The
Middle Ages Karen A. Winstead, 2018-04-05 The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1: The
Middle Ages explores the richness and variety of life-writing from late Antiquity to the threshold of
the Renaissance. During the Middle Ages, writers from Bede to Chaucer were thinking about life and
experimenting with ways to translate lives, their own and others', into literature. Their subjects
included career religious, saints, celebrities, visionaries, pilgrims, princes, philosophers, poets, and
even a few 'ordinary people.' They relay life stories not only in chronological narratives, but also in
debates, dialogues, visions, and letters. Many medieval biographers relied on the reader's trust in
their authority, but some espoused standards of evidence that seem distinctly modern, drawing on
reliable written sources, interviewing eyewitnesses, and cross-checking their facts wherever
possible. Others still professed allegiance to evidence but nonetheless freely embellished and
invented not only events and dialogue but the sources to support them. The first book devoted to
life-writing in medieval England, The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1: The Middle Ages
covers major life stories in Old and Middle English, Latin, and French, along with such Continental
classics as the letters of Abelard and Heloise and the autobiographical Vision of Christine de Pizan.
In addition to the life stories of historical figures, it treats accounts of fictional heroes, from Beowulf
to King Arthur to Queen Katherine of Alexandria, which show medieval authors experimenting with,
adapting, and expanding the conventions of life writing. Though Medieval life writings can be
challenging to read, we encounter in them the antecedents of many of our own diverse biographical
forms-tabloid lives, literary lives, brief lives, revisionist lives; lives of political figures, memoirs,
fictional lives, and psychologically-oriented accounts that register the inner lives of their subjects.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: The Household Knights of King John S. D. Church,
1999-07-22 If the medieval king was the helmsman of the ship of state, the royal household was the
ship's engine. It comprised men from most ranks of society, from the great magnates of the realm to
simple servants who looked after the day-to-day needs of the king and his court. English
government, in both peace and war, was conducted through the royal household, amongst whom the
most important men were the king's knights: socially elite, militarily pre-eminent, and indispensable
for the workings of English medieval government. It is with these men during the reign of King John
that this work is concerned.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: The Sixth Surrender Hana Samek Norton,
2010-07-27 A transporting debut novel set in thirteenth century France—when chivalry reigned and
treachery ruled In the last years of her eventful life, queen-duchess Aliénor of Aquitaine launches a
deadly dynastic chess game to safeguard the crowns of Normandy and England for John
Plantagenet, her last surviving son. To that end, Aliénor coerces into matrimony two pawns: Juliana
de Charnais, a plain and pious novice determined to regain her inheritance, and Guérin de lasalle, a
cynical, war-worn mercenary equally resolved to renounce his. The womanizing Lasalle and the



proud Juliana are perfectly matched for battle not love—until spies and assassins conspire to reverse
their romantic fortunes. Populated by spirited and intelligent women and executed in flawless period
detail, The Sixth Surrender is a compelling love story that heralds the arrival of a major new talent
in historical fiction.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: William Marshal Sidney Painter, 2020-02-03
Originally published in 1933. As mediaeval society was dominated by the feudal caste, a biography
that depicts the position, activities, manners, and thoughts of a member of that class might do much
to elucidate the history of the period. This is what Sidney Painter had in mind when he wrote a
William Marshal: Knight-Errant, Baron, and Regent of England. The subject has proved a peculiarly
fortunate one. The fourth son of John fitz Gilbert, marshal of the king's court, William for the first
forty years of his life was a landless knight who devoted most of his time and energy to tournaments.
In the year 1189 by his marriage to the daughter and heiress of Earl Richard of Pembroke, William
became a great feudal lord with fiefs in Normandy, England, Wales, and Ireland. Thus his biography
depicts the two extremes of feudal society—the landless knight and the rich baron. Finally in 1216
he was chosen regent of England for the young king, Henry III, and his biography becomes for three
years the history of England.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: Chaucer's Knight's Tale Monica E. McAlpine,
1991-01-01 As the first of the Canterbury Tales, the Knight's Tale has been the subject of a vast body
of comment by scholars and lay readers. Monica McAlpine provides access to this material in the
first of the Chaucer Bibliographies series to deal with a narrative portion of that author's best-known
work.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: Philip Augustus Jim Bradbury, 2015-12-14 This is
the first major study in English of the reign of Philip Augustus who ruled France from 1180 - 1223.
Outshone for posterity, by his flamboyant contemporaries, the Angevin family of Henry II and his
feuding sons, Philip was in fact far more successful than any of them, astutely playing them off
against each other and recovering for the French crown their vast estates in Northern France
including Normandy itself. As well as reasserting the power of the Capetian monarchy, he was also
leader of the Third Crusade. Drawing together all the threads in the life of one of France's most
forceful rulers, this new study offers a study of the nature of monarchy in late medieval Europe as
well as an insight into a subtle and secretive personality.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: The Court Reconvenes International Courtly
Literature Society. Congress, 2003 Table of contents

william marshal the flower of chivalry: History Continues Georges Duby, 1994-12-15 In this
engaging intellectual autobiography, Georges Duby looks back on a career that has led him to be
called one of the most distinguished historians in the Western world. Since its beginning in the
1940s, Duby's career has been rich and varied, encompassing economic history, social history, the
history of mentalites, art history, microhistory, urban history, the history of women and sexuality,
and, most recently, the Church's influence on feudal society. In retracing this singular career path,
Duby candidly remembers his life's most formative influences, including the legendary historians
Marc Bloch and Lucien Febvre, the Annales School so closely associated with them, and the College
de France. Duby also offers insights about the proper methods of gathering and using archival data
and on constructing penetrating interpretations of the documents. Indeed, his discussion of how he
chose his subjects, collected his materials, developed the arguments, erected the scaffolding and
constructed his theses offers the best introduction to the craft available to aspiring historians.
Candid and charming, this book is both a memoir of one of this century's great scholars and a
history of the French historical school since the mid-twentieth century. It will be required reading
for anyone interested in the French academic milieu, medieval history, French history, or the
recording of history in general. Georges Duby, a member of the Academie francaise, for many years
held the distinguished chair in medieval history at the College de France. His numerous books
include The Age of Cathedrals; The Knight, the Lady, and the Priest; Love and Marriage in the
Middle Ages; and The Three Orders—all published by the University of Chicago Press.



william marshal the flower of chivalry: The Oxford History of Life-writing Karen Anne
Winstead, Alan Stewart, 2018 The Oxford History of Life-Writing consolidates recent academic
research and debate to provide a multi-volume history of life-writing. Each volume provides a
selective survey of the range of life-writing in a given period with particular focus on the most
important or influential authors and works within the genre. VOLUME 1: The Middle Ages' explores
the richness and variety of life writing in the Middle Ages, ranging from Anglo-Latin lives of
missionaries, prelates, and princes to high medieval lives of scholars and visionaries to late medieval
lives of authors and laypeople. VOLUME 2: Early modern explores life-writing in England between
1500 and 1700, and argues that this was a period which saw remarkable innovations in biography,
autobiography, and diary-keeping that laid the foundations for our modern life-writing.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: Echoes of War Michael C.C. Adams, 2021-10-21
Americans are often accused of not appreciating history, but this charge belies the real popular
interest in the past. Historical reenactments draw thousands of spectators; popular histories fill the
bestseller lists; PBS, A&E and The History Channel air a dizzying array of documentaries and
historical dramas; and Hollywood war movies become blockbusters. Though historians worry that
these popular representations sacrifice authenticity for broad appeal, Michael C.C. Adams argues
that living history—even if it is an incomplete depiction of the past—plays a vital role in stimulating
the historical imagination. In Echoes of War, he examines how one of the most popular fields of
history is portrayed, embraced, and shaped by mainstream culture. Adams argues that symbols of
war are of intrinsic military significance and help people to articulate ideas and values. We still
return to the knight as a symbol of noble striving; the bowman appeals as a rebel against unjust
privilege. Though Custer may not have been the Army's most accomplished fighter, he achieved the
status of cultural icon. The public memory of the redcoated British regular soldier shaped American
attitudes toward governments and gun laws. The 1863 attack on Fort Wagner by the black
Fifty-fourth Massachusetts regiment was lost to public view until racial equality became important in
the late twentieth century. Echoes of War is a unique look at how a thousand years of military
history are remembered in popular culture, through images ranging from the medieval knight to the
horror of U.S. involvement in the My Lai massacre.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: Allen Wilson Walker: 1926-2011 Jim Walker,
2019-05-18 The Genealogical research of Allen Wilson Walker and his Ancestors, going back 35
generations.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: The Medieval Python R. Yeager, T. Takamiya,
2012-05-14 This is a collection of essays by diverse hands engaging, interrogating, and honoring the
medieval scholarship of Terry Jones. Jones' life-long engagement with the Middle Ages in general,
and with the work of Chaucer in particular, has significantly influenced contemporary understanding
of the period generally, and Middle English letters in particular. Both in film of all types - full-feature
comedy (Monty Python and the Holy Grail) as well as educational television series for BBC, the
History Channel, etc. (e.g., Medieval Lives) - and in his published scholarship (e.g., Chaucer's
Knight, in original and revised editions, Who Murdered Chaucer?), Jones has applied his unique
combination of carefully researched scholarship, keen intelligence, fearless skepticism of
establishment thinking, and his broad good humor to challenge, enlighten and reform. No one
working today in either Middle English studies or in period-related film and/or documentary can
proceed untouched by Jones' purposive, provocative views. Jones, perhaps more than any other
medievalist, can be said to be an integral part of what Palgrave deems the common dialogue.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: Richard I John Gillingham, 2002-01-01 With the
emphasis firmly on Richard's monarchy rather than on his personal life, Gillingham's history aims to
explain why the Lionheart's reputation has fluctuated more than that of any other monarch. The
study places Richard in Europe, the Mediterranean and Palestine and demonstrates that few rulers
had more enemies or more influence.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: Infantry Warfare in the Early Fourteenth Century
Kelly DeVries, 1996 This book departs from the conventional view of the dominance of cavalry in



medieval warfare, demonstrating the importance of infantry, and the nature of infantry tactics,
through a detailed examination of 19 battles fought between 1302 and 1347.

william marshal the flower of chivalry: Robert the Burgundian and the Counts of Anjou,
Ca. 1025-1098 W. Scott Jessee, 2000 This book examines the history of a prominent castle lord of
eleventh-century Anjou, a man who has been referred to in numerous works but has never been
carefully studied. Robert the Burgundian was an Angevin knight whom the counts of Anjou allowed
to amass enormous power on the northwestern march of Anjou. Until he departed for the First
Crusade in 1098 Robert was the central figure in Count Fulk Rechin's court. In contrast with many
studies of the period, this work finds that Robert spent a long career as a major supporter of the
counts of Anjou, rather than as someone undermining their authority. The author calls into question
what is known about feudal anarchy in the eleventh century and finds that Robert and his
descendants were indeed loyal to the count and were able to maintain Angevin power. Remarkably,
records of more than one hundred legal acts involving Robert, some based on his actual words,
survive today. They reveal a richly textured life, establishing family connections, political alliances,
and relations with the Church as Robert struggled to maintain his lands and position through
invasion, civil war, and episcopal interdict. Of special interest is Robert's participation in the First
Crusade after a personal visit by Pope Urban II, and his interaction with the counts and the effect
this had on the development of the Angevin state. The book will be of interest to students of French
history and politics, medieval studies, and military history. W. Scott Jessee is associate professor of
history at Appalachian State University. Jessee has produced a magisterial political biography of
Robert the Burgundian. This work demonstrates that historians of pre-Crusade Europe need not
limit their research to intellectuals and major ecclesiastical administrators or to kings and dukes on
the secular side. Jessee's talent for telling a cogent story built from bits and pieces of charter
material in a highly readable style will make this work interesting not only to scholars but to the
general reader as well.--Prof. Bernard S. Bachrach, University of Minnesota, and Fellow of the
Medieval Academy of America Jessee places Robert within the larger framework of Angevin history
to illustrate how Robert used his position to further Angevin interests. . . . This work provides a
useful counterbalance to Norman historiography.--Choice Jessee makes a significant contribution to
ongoing efforts to replace stale arguments about eleventh-century 'anarchy' with nuanced
discussions of aristocratic political practice and political culture and to abandon the theory of 'feudal
revolution' in favor of subtler, more complex analyses of change in medieval European
societies.--Albion One of the particular strengths of Jessee's book is that it provides us with the
discussion of one, individual life--an accomplishment that is notoriously difficult for the minor
aristocracy of the Central Middle Ages. Moreover, the author is able to create a compelling narrative
of Robert's life based upon characters and chronicles. Other scholars have brought to light the lives
of counts and countesses, and Jessee's study suggests that we may have the voices of their
supporters restored to us as well. This book is an excellent example of how skillfully local history can
be done, and how it can illuminate the larger issues that shaped medieval civilization. . . . Jessee's
examination of the life of Robert the Burgundian contributes much to the study of medieval France.
He has brought to life an individual who challenges our notions about eleventh-century lords and
politics. . . .--The Medieval Review I]interesting and measured treatment of the career of Robert the
Burgundian. . . . Jessee's book is a thoughtful combination of attention to the sort of detail that an
individual life provides and engagement with the broade
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