
william koehler dog training
William Koehler Dog Training: Unlocking the Secrets to a Well-Behaved Dog

william koehler dog training has become a trusted name among dog owners
seeking effective and compassionate training methods. Whether you're
welcoming a new puppy into your home or trying to correct some challenging
behaviors in your adult dog, William Koehler’s approach offers valuable
insights that can transform your relationship with your furry friend. In this
article, we’ll explore the philosophy behind William Koehler dog training,
practical techniques, and how this method stands out in the vast world of dog
training.

Understanding William Koehler Dog Training
Philosophy

William Koehler dog training is grounded in a balanced methodology that
emphasizes clear communication, consistency, and respect between the owner
and the dog. Unlike harsh or punitive training styles, Koehler’s approach
focuses on establishing boundaries through structured guidance and positive
reinforcement. This ensures that dogs learn proper behavior without fear or
confusion.

At its core, this training philosophy recognizes dogs as intelligent beings
capable of understanding expectations when owners communicate effectively.
Koehler stresses the importance of leadership — not dominance — in the
relationship. This subtle but critical distinction encourages dog owners to
lead with confidence and calmness, fostering trust instead of intimidation.

The Importance of Leadership and Communication

One of the foundational elements in William Koehler dog training is the
concept of leadership. Dogs naturally look for a leader in their pack, and
when owners assume this role in a firm yet gentle way, the dog feels secure
and more willing to follow commands.

Effective communication involves using consistent verbal cues and body
language. Koehler advocates for clear commands paired with confident
gestures, so dogs can easily associate specific behaviors with the desired
outcome. This clarity helps prevent misunderstandings and reduces frustration
on both sides.



Key Techniques in William Koehler Dog Training

The practical side of William Koehler dog training involves a variety of
techniques that are designed to be straightforward and effective. These
methods focus on teaching dogs basic obedience, correcting unwanted
behaviors, and enhancing social skills.

Basic Obedience Commands

Training your dog to respond reliably to basic commands is the cornerstone of
this method. Commands such as “sit,” “stay,” “come,” “heel,” and “down” form
the foundation for good behavior. Koehler’s system encourages owners to:

Use a firm, calm voice when giving commands

Reward compliance immediately with praise or treats

Practice regularly in different environments to reinforce learning

By reinforcing these commands consistently, dogs learn to behave
appropriately not only at home but also in public settings.

Addressing Behavioral Issues

William Koehler dog training also provides strategies for dealing with common
behavioral challenges like excessive barking, jumping on people, leash
pulling, and aggression. The approach is to identify the root cause of the
behavior and redirect the dog’s energy in a positive way.

For example, when a dog jumps up on guests, Koehler recommends ignoring the
behavior at first and rewarding the dog only when all four paws are on the
ground. This teaches the dog that calm behavior gains attention, not jumping.
Similarly, leash training involves teaching the dog to walk beside the owner
without pulling, using gentle corrections and encouraging the dog to focus on
the handler.

Benefits of Choosing William Koehler Dog
Training

Opting for William Koehler dog training brings several advantages that
enhance the overall experience of dog ownership. These benefits extend beyond



just obedience and include fostering a deeper bond between you and your pet.

Improved Obedience and Social Skills

One of the most noticeable outcomes of this training style is a dog that
listens attentively and behaves well around people and other animals.
Socialization lessons are often integrated into the training, helping dogs
become well-adjusted members of the community.

Reduced Stress for Owners and Dogs

Koehler’s method reduces the stress commonly associated with training by
promoting patience, understanding, and positive interactions. This makes
training sessions enjoyable and less frustrating, which encourages owners to
remain consistent and engaged.

Long-Term Behavioral Stability

Because William Koehler dog training emphasizes clear communication and
leadership, dogs tend to retain their training better over time. This long-
lasting behavioral improvement means fewer setbacks and a happier home
environment.

How to Get Started with William Koehler Dog
Training

If you’re interested in adopting William Koehler dog training principles,
there are several ways to begin. Many trainers and training centers offer
courses based on this method, and there are resources available online for
those who prefer to train their dogs at home.

Finding a Certified Trainer

Seeking a professional experienced in this training style can speed up your
dog’s progress. Certified trainers can provide personalized guidance and
troubleshoot specific challenges you might encounter.



Utilizing Online Resources and Books

For dog owners who want to take a do-it-yourself approach, William Koehler’s
training materials, books, and instructional videos are excellent tools.
These resources help you understand the theory behind the techniques and
offer step-by-step instructions.

Consistency is Key

No matter how you choose to train, the most important factor is consistency.
Regular practice, patience, and maintaining a calm demeanor will ensure that
your dog learns effectively and enjoys the process.

Integrating William Koehler Dog Training into
Everyday Life

Beyond formal training sessions, William Koehler dog training encourages
owners to incorporate training principles into daily routines. This
continuous reinforcement helps solidify good behavior and strengthens the
owner-dog bond.

For instance, simple activities like greeting guests politely, walking calmly
on a leash during errands, or waiting patiently before mealtime are
opportunities to apply the training. By making these moments part of everyday
life, dogs remain focused and well-adjusted.

---

William Koehler dog training offers a balanced, respectful approach that many
dog owners find both effective and rewarding. Through clear leadership,
consistent communication, and practical techniques, this method helps dogs
become obedient companions who thrive in various environments. Whether you’re
a first-time dog owner or looking to refine your training skills, exploring
William Koehler’s principles can lead to a more harmonious and joyful
relationship with your canine friend.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is William Koehler in the field of dog training?
William Koehler is a professional dog trainer known for his effective and
humane training methods, focusing on building strong bonds between dogs and
their owners.



What training techniques does William Koehler use?
William Koehler employs positive reinforcement techniques, consistency, and
clear communication to train dogs, avoiding harsh punishments and promoting
trust.

Are William Koehler's dog training methods suitable
for all dog breeds?
Yes, William Koehler's methods are adaptable and suitable for all dog breeds,
emphasizing individualized approaches based on each dog's temperament and
needs.

Does William Koehler offer online dog training
courses?
Yes, William Koehler provides online dog training courses and resources,
making his training techniques accessible to a wider audience.

What makes William Koehler's dog training approach
unique?
His approach is unique because it combines scientific understanding of dog
behavior with practical, easy-to-follow techniques that prioritize the dog's
well-being and owner-dog relationship.

Can William Koehler help with behavioral issues in
dogs?
Yes, William Koehler specializes in addressing common behavioral issues such
as aggression, anxiety, and excessive barking through customized training
plans.

How long does it typically take to see results with
William Koehler's training methods?
Results can often be seen within a few weeks of consistent training using
William Koehler's methods, depending on the dog's age, breed, and specific
issues.

Where can I find reviews or testimonials about
William Koehler's dog training?
Reviews and testimonials about William Koehler's dog training can be found on
his official website, social media platforms, and popular pet training forums
online.



Additional Resources
William Koehler Dog Training: An Analytical Review of Methodology and Impact

william koehler dog training has garnered attention within canine circles for
its distinctive approach to behavior modification and obedience. As dog
owners increasingly seek effective and humane training solutions,
understanding the nuances behind Koehler’s methodology becomes essential for
informed decision-making. This article delves into the core principles of
William Koehler dog training, evaluates its effectiveness, and situates it
within the broader landscape of modern dog training techniques.

Understanding William Koehler Dog Training

William Koehler’s dog training philosophy is rooted in a traditional,
results-oriented approach that emphasizes clear communication, discipline,
and consistency. Developed during a period when dog training largely relied
on dominance and correction, Koehler’s methods have sparked both praise and
criticism over the years. His training programs often focus on structured
obedience, utilizing a blend of commands, physical corrections, and sometimes
aversive stimuli to shape behavior.

The hallmark of William Koehler dog training is its insistence on
establishing the owner as the unequivocal leader in the dog-owner
relationship. This leadership paradigm is designed to prevent behavioral
issues by instilling discipline from the outset. Unlike some contemporary
methods that prioritize purely positive reinforcement, Koehler’s system
incorporates a range of techniques, including leash corrections and verbal
reprimands, tailored to reinforce obedience swiftly.

Core Components of the Training Program

Key elements that define William Koehler dog training include:

Structured Obedience Commands: Basic commands such as sit, stay, heel,
and come are drilled rigorously to ensure immediate compliance.

Leash and Physical Corrections: Use of leash pressure and controlled
physical corrections to discourage undesirable behaviors.

Consistent Leadership Role: The owner is trained to maintain control and
assertiveness to prevent dominance struggles.

Behavioral Modifications: Targeted interventions to address specific
issues like aggression, jumping, or excessive barking.



This framework aims to create a disciplined canine that responds reliably
across environments. However, it also raises questions regarding the ethical
use of correction and the potential for stress or anxiety in dogs subjected
to aversive techniques.

Comparative Analysis: William Koehler vs.
Modern Positive Reinforcement

In recent decades, dog training has shifted considerably toward positive
reinforcement strategies, which reward desirable behaviors instead of
punishing unwanted ones. This evolution reflects growing understanding of
animal psychology and welfare. Comparing William Koehler dog training with
contemporary positive reinforcement methods reveals significant philosophical
and practical differences.

Training Philosophy and Approach

William Koehler’s approach leans heavily on the concept of dominance and
hierarchy, aiming to establish clear control through obedience and
correction. In contrast, positive reinforcement trainers encourage behaviors
by rewarding dogs with treats, praise, or play, minimizing physical
corrections.

While Koehler’s methods may yield rapid behavioral compliance, critics argue
that they can induce fear, potentially damaging the dog-owner bond.
Conversely, positive reinforcement techniques are lauded for fostering trust
and motivation but may require longer training periods and greater patience.

Effectiveness and Outcomes

- Speed of Results: William Koehler dog training often produces quicker
obedience in structured settings due to its assertive techniques.
- Long-Term Behavior: Positive reinforcement is generally associated with
more sustainable behavior changes and reduced anxiety.
- Applicability: Koehler’s methods may be more suited to working dogs or
environments requiring strict discipline, whereas positive reinforcement is
favored for family pets and therapy animals.

Dog owners must weigh these factors against their individual goals and their
dog’s temperament when selecting a training methodology.



Pros and Cons of William Koehler Dog Training

Advantages

Clear Structure: Provides unambiguous rules that help dogs understand
expectations quickly.

Efficient Obedience: Commands are enforced rigorously, which can be
beneficial for high-drive or working breeds.

Experienced Legacy: The method has decades of application and success
stories, particularly in professional training environments.

Disadvantages

Potential Stress: Use of physical corrections may cause anxiety or fear
in sensitive dogs.

Ethical Concerns: Some dog behaviorists argue that aversive techniques
are less humane and may damage the dog-owner relationship.

Less Flexibility: The rigid structure might not accommodate the
individual needs of all dogs or modern welfare standards.

Integration of William Koehler Dog Training in
Contemporary Practices

Despite criticisms, elements of William Koehler dog training continue to
influence professional dog trainers and handlers, especially in sectors
requiring high obedience levels such as police work, search and rescue, and
protection training. The emphasis on leadership and clear communication
remains relevant, though many trainers now blend Koehler’s methods with
positive reinforcement to balance discipline with welfare.

Some modern dog training programs incorporate Koehler’s structured command
drills while minimizing or eliminating physical corrections. This hybrid
approach seeks to maintain effectiveness while aligning with contemporary
ethical considerations.



Training Tools and Techniques

William Koehler dog training often employs specific tools including:

Slip collars or choke chains to apply leash corrections.

Clickers for marking desired behaviors (in some adaptations).

Firm verbal commands combined with physical cues.

The use of such tools requires skill and caution to avoid misuse. Proper
trainer education is critical to ensure that training remains safe and
effective.

Conclusion: The Place of William Koehler Dog
Training Today

William Koehler dog training represents a significant chapter in the
evolution of canine behavior management. While its traditional, correction-
based methods may not align fully with contemporary animal welfare
perspectives, the underlying principles of consistent leadership and clear
communication still hold value. For dog owners and trainers seeking
disciplined obedience with immediate results, Koehler’s approach offers a
tested framework.

However, the modern dog training community increasingly advocates for
integrating positive reinforcement techniques to create a more balanced and
humane training experience. Understanding the strengths and limitations of
William Koehler dog training enables owners to make thoughtful choices
tailored to their dog's personality, needs, and the dynamics of their
relationship.

Navigating the complex world of dog training requires critical evaluation of
methods like William Koehler’s, along with awareness of evolving best
practices, to ensure the well-being and happiness of our canine companions.

William Koehler Dog Training

  william koehler dog training: The Koehler Method of Dog Training William R. Koehler,
2016-04-09 For generations, The Koehler Method of Dog Training has been a beacon of wisdom for
dog owners seeking effective techniques to build a strong bond with their furry companions. William
Koehler’s approach, rooted in respect for dogs’ intelligence, remains as relevant today as it was

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-183/william-koehler-dog-training.pdf


when the book first graced the shelves. Koehler believed that dogs could make choices and be held
accountable for their behavior. His method follows the pattern of Action → Memory → Desire: dogs
act, remember the outcomes, and form desires based on those experiences. Correcting behavior
becomes fair, reasonable, and expected once the training has been successfully imparted. In this
classic guide, you’ll find practical guidance for creating a well-behaved and happy canine
companion. From basic obedience to advanced skills, The Koehler Method covers it all. Whether
you’re a seasoned dog owner or a first-time puppy parent, discover the joy of training your dog using
a method that respects their intelligence and fosters a lifelong partnership.
  william koehler dog training: The Koehler method of dog training William R. Koehler, 1971
  william koehler dog training: The Koehler Method Guard of Dog Training William R. Koehler,
1976
  william koehler dog training: The Koehler Method of Guard Dog Training William R.
Koehler, 1989
  william koehler dog training: The Koehler Method of Guard Dog Training William R. Koehler,
1970
  william koehler dog training: The Thinking Dog Gail Tamases Fisher, 2009 It is such a joy to
work with a dog who proactively engages in behaviors while you build a relationship that will
surprise you in its depth and versatility. Clicker training has proven to be the most effective means
of developing a Thinking Dog, one who offers behaviors in anticipation of a reward rather than a dog
who has been trained only to wait for his owner's commands. One of the biggest obstacles the new
clicker trainer faces, however, is his or her own history of training and habits of working with a dog.
But you can make the transition once you understand how dogs learn and the mechanisms of
operant conditioning. Learn from author Gail Fisher's crossover experiences as well as those of the
hundreds of students she has helped make the change over the past thirteen years. You will
learn:How dog training has evolved over the past 100 years, the strengths and weaknesses of
various training styles, and to what extent you can intergrate your previous methods with clicker
training. The particular challenges you will face as you crossover from whatever style of training you
have used in the past (compulsion, luring, etc.) to clicker training. The detailed nuts and bolts of
clicker training0́4from getting a behavior started, to methods of rewarding, to reducing the need to
click and treat over time while still getting the results you want. How to work with dogs trained with
force or harsh methods and change them into behavior-offering dynamos. What reviewers are saying
... MIDWEST BOOK REVIEWWritten by Gail Tamases Fisher, a professional dog trainer of over thirty
years' experience, The Thinking Dog: Crossover to Clicker Training is a guide to using clicker
training to develop a thinking dog who offers behaviors in anticipation of a reward, rather than a
passive dog trained simply to wait for its owner's commands. Someone new to clicker training may
find it difficult to break out of familiar routines; The Thinking Dog: Crossover to Clicker Training
teaches one how to surpass one's own ingrained habits while learning the nuts and bolts of operant
conditioning. By definition, LLW [loose-leash walking] means there is no tension in the leash. This
rule is absolute: Your dog may not pull and be successful. Any time your dog pulls and gets to move
forward, pulling is reinforced. So from the moment you start training LLW, any time your dog is on
leash, you are either in training, or using equipment that prevents pulling, such as a
front-connection harness or head halter. Do not use a Flexi- or bungi-lead as they reward pulling. An
excellent, easy-to-use manual for amateur and professional dog trainers alike, handily illustrated
with black-and-white photographs. James A. CoxDOG WORLDWhen Gail Tamases Fisher attended
her first clicker-training seminar in 1996, she was already a skilled trainer and the author of two
books. She had built a successful career on the Volhard motivational method.I was happy with how I
trained for the 20-plus years that I had used and taught this approach, believing it was by far the
best way to train for both dogs and people, Fisher writes. As her skepticism vanished, she began
incorporating clicker training into her methodology. She explains her decision in a balanced manner:
Nothing in this book is intended to denigrate any approach or diminish your success with whatever
training method you have used.



  william koehler dog training: The Thinking Dog Gail Fisher, 2009 It is such a joy to work with
a dog who proactively engages in behaviors while you build a relationship that will surprise you in
its depth and versatility. Clicker training has proven to be the most effective means of developing a
Thinking Dog, one who offers behaviors in anticipation of a reward rather than a dog who has been
trained only to wait for his owner's commands. One of the biggest obstacles the new clicker trainer
faces, however, is his or her own history of training and habits of working with a dog. But you can
make the transition once you understand how dogs learn and the mechanisms of operant
conditioning. Learn from author Gail Fisher's crossover experiences as well as those of the hundreds
of students she has helped make the change over the past thirteen years. You will learn: * How dog
training has evolved over the past 100 years, the strengths and weaknesses of various training
styles, and to what extent you can intergrate your previous methods with clicker training. * The
particular challenges you will face as you crossover from whatever style of training you have used in
the past (compulsion, luring, etc.) to clicker training. * The detailed nuts and bolts of clicker training
- from getting a behavior started, to methods of rewarding, to reducing the need to click and treat
over time while still getting the results you want. * How to work with dogs trained with force or
harsh methods and change them into behavior-offering dynamos.
  william koehler dog training: The Koehler Method of Utility Dog Training William R.
Koehler, 1977 Updated with new exercises & rule changes, this outstanding guide brings Koehler's
mastery to those who rise to the challenge of utility obedience competition.
  william koehler dog training: Shadow Work Emily Hodgson Anderson, 2025-03-04 How is it
that reading and writing can at once isolate us and bring us closer to others? Blending personal
narrative with literary criticism, Emily Hodgson Anderson considers what a life spent with books has
taught her about loneliness and human connection. She delves into the unseen labor of women,
authors, and mothers, and she argues that we can reimagine intimacy through books. Herself a book
lover and writer, a teacher of literature, and a single mom, Anderson reflects on the loneliness—and
the strength—that can come from living, writing, and parenting alone. Shadow Work puts writers
such as Jane Austen, Mary Shelley, Laurence Sterne, and Shakespeare into unexpected
conversations with authors of children’s literature and contemporary fiction, among them Roald
Dahl, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Zadie Smith, and Lewis Carroll. Elegantly and poignantly written, this
book examines what it means to revisit longtime literary companions and how literature can help us
better understand what we show and hide about ourselves.
  william koehler dog training: Good Dog 101 Cristine Dahl, 2011-01-04 A revolutionary
step-by-step manual for dog owners on how to humanely and easily train their pups to change
problematic behaviors—from a SPCA-certified trainer Learn the humane way to change your dog's
behavior, including problems like digging, jumping, peeing, pooping, stealing, chewing, begging,
barking, and growling. In Good Dog 101, SPCA-certified author Cristine Dahl covers all aspects of
training dogs, especially puppy training. The book is organized by individual problem scenarios
where every sort of bad behavior is addressed, whether it's if the dog compulsively digs all around
your garden or if it likes to steal your shoes or if it jumps on every guest the minute they walk in the
door. For each problem scenario, Dahl explains the reasons for such behavior, and then gives simply
phrased instructions on how to resolve it and alter the dog's behavior for future scenarios. Her
methods are humane and simple—perfect for every dog owner.
  william koehler dog training: How Dogs Learn Mary R. Burch, Jon S. Bailey, 2008-04-21
...this book should be on every animal trainer's bookshelf for future reference. How Dogs Learn
covers the content of an undergraduate course in learning and behavior, but the examples are taken
from dog training it is practical and very useful without sacrificing scientific and technical accuracy.
--Jack Michael, PhD, Department of Psychology, Western Michigan University How Dogs Learn
explore the fascinating science of operant conditioning, where science and dog training meet. How
Dogs Learn explains the basic principles of behavior and how they can be used to teach your dog
new skills, diagnose problems and eliminate unwanted behaviors. It's for anyone who wants to better
understand the learning process in dogs. Every concept is laid out clearly and precisely, and its



relevance to your dog and how you train is explained. A Howell Dog Book of Distinction
  william koehler dog training: A New Approach to Dogs and Dog Training Theovoulos
Koutsopoulos, 2024-05-16 This book presents a new and innovative concept in dealing with dogs: the
human-canine synergy (HCS), characterized by a holistic nature and its differentiation from
unidimensional terms expressing the affiliation of humans and dogs (Relationship, Interaction,
Bonding). Related to the use and training by humans, it applies three main categories of dogs: a) the
empathy/therapeutic individuals, which are dogs helping persons with empathy- or therapeutic
needs; b) assisting/working dogs carrying out specific actions to aid or assist humans perform
specific tasks; and c) the facilitating/inspiring dogs, which enable or improve various human
activities, including classroom dogs for teaching and learning purposes in almost all educational
subjects. Organized in three parts, chapters address the following needs: • The first section
illuminates the concept of HCS as well as basic principles determining this synergy and
consequently the process of training dogs (owners and professional trainers). Readers will
understand the role of a dog's personality, behavior and especially temperament in its successful
training. • In a scientifically documented way, the second part guides those who wish to engage in
dog training (amateur or professional). It describes basic training forms within the HCS framework
(obedience, protection, detection and classroom dog) and necessary steps for proper completion. •
The third book part describes the business of dog training with multi-dimensional approach by
emphasizing a good understanding and knowledge of interactions and the environment in which
trainer, owner and dog typically operate. Overall, this work is a valuable read for anyone who deals
with our four-legged companions for business or pleasure.
  william koehler dog training: The Art of Training Your Dog: How to Gently Teach Good
Behavior Using an E-Collar Monks of New Skete, Marc Goldberg, 2020-10-06 Fully train your dog
in just six weeks with this revolutionary new method. The Monks of New Skete, long-time breeders
of German shepherds and renowned trainers of all breeds and mixes, have codeveloped a successful
new training technique. They and Marc Goldberg, who pioneered the approach, offer you and your
canine companion a way forward using a game-changing tool: the invisible leash or electronic collar.
Now in paperback, The Art of Training Your Dog presents their compassionate, efficient system
along with helpful advice on choosing the best collar. At the right moment, using a light touch—that
many humans can’t even feel—strategically refocuses your dog’s attention. This method helps you
create effortless teaching moments that tie into your dog’s pack instincts and help strengthen your
bond with your dog. In as little as six weeks, your pup can master good leash manners; obey basic
commands, such as sit, down, and stay; stop problematic behaviors; and play safely off leash with
consistent recall.
  william koehler dog training: Handbook of Applied Dog Behavior and Training, Etiology and
Assessment of Behavior Problems Steve Lindsay, 2013-05-17 Handbook of Applied Dog Behaviour
and Training, Volume two: Etiology and Assessment of Behaviour Problems is the definitive
reference for dog trainers, behaviourists, breeders and veterinarians. Coupled with Volume one, this
text provides theoretical and practical framework for understanding the development and treatment
of dog behaviour problems. Topics covered include Fear, anxiety and phobias, Separation-related
problems, Hyperactivity, and Dominance, territorial, and fear-related aggression. The focus is to
present and evaluate the relevant applied and scientific literature, and to highlight what remains to
be learned, while the author introduces alternative ways for analysing and understanding the
etiology of dog behaviour problems.
  william koehler dog training: Cesar's Rules Cesar Millan, Melissa Jo Peltier, 2010-10-05 The
dog training book you’ve been waiting for from the bestselling author and star of National
Geographic Channel’s Dog Whisperer. #1 New York Times bestselling author Cesar Millan shows
you how to communicate well with your dog and shares the most effective and humane methods for
teaching your dog how to be a happy, well-behaved member of your household. In Cesar’s Rules, he
addresses: • The most popular training techniques, including positive reinforcement and using a
clicker • Ways to teach basic obedience commands sucha as sit, stay, and come • The importance of



balance, and why a well-trained dog does not necessarily mean a balanced one • How to use your
dog’s own natural inclinations to create better behavior • The methods and theories from a variety
of renowned trainers, including Bob Bailey, Ian Dunbar, Joel Silverman, Martin Deeley, and Mark
Harden • Encouraging and honoring your dog’s instincts • And much more . . . Filled with practical
advice, anecdotes, tips, and trouble-shooting techniques from Cesar and his colleagues, this is the
ultimate guide to a well-behaved and well-balanced dog—from a new puppy to an old dog who can
still learn new tricks.
  william koehler dog training: Dog World Alfred Gingold, 2005-02-08 “I fuss over George when
he’s sick and I fuss over him when he’s well. I send him to a play group several days a week to give
him intraspecies quality time. I will discuss the state of his bowels with anyone who cares to engage
me on the subject. Just when my days of browsing endless rows of overpriced kid’s toys are over, I
am browsing endless rows of overpriced doggie toys. And sometimes I buy them, particularly if they
have a good squeak. “Like many neophyte dog owners, I’ve gone a little nutty. For example, one of
my great pleasures in life has always been people watching. I’ve spent innumerable hours walking
happily around the city, scoping the passing parade. Now, when I walk down the street, my gaze
rarely rises above knee-level. I’m looking at dogs, not people. Who knew there were so many
around? Familiarity has not bred contempt. It’s bred affection, indulgence, and boundless
curiosity…. “This book is the story of a journey into dog personhood. I would like to say it is a
journey that has left me older but kinder, wiser, and with enhanced respect for all living creatures in
the great chain of being. It’s certainly left me older and, if not wiser, at least more knowledgeable
about this new society of which I’ve become a part.” – from Dog World hilarious excursion through
the studied, obsessive, colorful, demanding, occasionally lunatic world of contemporary dog
ownership. In the fall of 2001, Alfred Gingold found himself succumbing to the undeniably endearing
behavior of his family's new Norfolk Terrier, George, and becoming a member of what he calls Dog
Nation: the 43 million dog owners and their 55 million dogs living in America today. In a matter of
weeks, Gingold had become a firsthand ethnographer of the passions (read: idiosyncrasies) that
define dog owners everywhere. It was literally a case of puppy love. The result of Gingold's shrewd
observation is Dog World, which is structured around the loose chronology of dog ownership:
choosing and finding a dog; feeding, walking, and cleaning up after a dog; the literal and emotional
obstacle course that is training a dog; and on to the larger cultural realms of dog racing and, of
course, dog kitsch and memorabilia. But the real delight of Dog World is in Alfred Gingold's
narrative excursions through the canine universe, whereby he reports (and occasionally pontificates)
on topics such as the untold history of dogwalking, how dog food came to be, the urban art of
scooping poop, and an analysis of the relationships great historical figures have had with their dogs.
Like Bill Bryson or Calvin Trillin, Alfred Gingold brings a particularly wry and comic perspective to
the world. And whether one is a dog lover or a dog agnostic, Dog World will be a tremendously
entertaining journey into mankind's canine love affair.
  william koehler dog training: The Long Winter Paul L. Owen, 2010-07 Paul Owen began his
life with a lot of disadvantages. His single mother did the best she could to raise him on food stamps
and welfare. But when he was only thirteen, she died tragically of cancer, leaving him at the mercies
of relatives and foster care. This is the story of his journey through seven foster homes, across three
states, during his high school years. Eventually, he found a settled life, and a career as a college
professor in North Carolina. How did he get there? This book explains how ordinary people can
overcome difficult challenges. Among many poignant themes in these pages, one will read of teenage
angst, the despair of poverty, the solace of nature, the power of romance, a boy's love for his dog,
and the challenges which face many thousands of children who live in foster care in our country.
  william koehler dog training: Shaping the Wolf Within Your Dog Nathan B. Childs, 2004
Shaping the Wolf Within Your Dog is a comparison study of wolf and dog behavior. It is also a
comprehensive guide for living in harmony with dogs. We know dogs are genetically related to the
wolf; and both exhibit identical instincts, behaviors, temperaments, and dispositions - and both abide
to the law of nature that contends: for any animal grouping to survive, there must be social order



and communication between its members. Knowing this, we should learn all we can about wolf
behavior, and incorporate that knowledge with our dogs. By learning how pack animals establish
social order and communicate with one another, we can use this information to shape our dogs'
natural instincts, without having to use food bribes or violence. When we communicate in our dogs'
language, we will be able to communicate our leadership. The outcome will be predictable, for we
will be using the same methods of an alpha wolf when he establishes and maintains social order with
a pack of wolves. We will be shaping the same wolf instincts that are intact and engaged in each of
our dogs. Shaping the Wolf Within Your Dog illuminates: The natural behavior of canines The
language of canines How alphas lead their packs How alphas discipline and show affection The
hierarchy of the wolf social order The natural friendliness, loyalty, and devotion of pack members
How to pick the best pup from a litter How to establish social order with pups Basic obedience and
off lead obedience Family protection training
  william koehler dog training: What Philosophy Can Tell You about Your Dog Steven D. Hales,
2011-08-31 Do dogs live in the same world as humans? Is it wrong to think dogs have personalities
and emotions? What are dogs thinking and what’s the nature of canine wisdom? This is a book for
thoughtful dog-lovers who want to explore the deeper issues raised by dogs and their relationships
with humans. Twenty philosophers and dog-lovers reveal their experiences with dogs and give their
insights on dog-related themes of metaphysics and ethics.
  william koehler dog training: Pure-bred Dogs, American Kennel Gazette , 1968-12
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