what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and

the systematics of christology

**What Sort of Human Nature Medieval Philosophy and the Systematics of Christology Reveal**

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology explore is a
fascinating journey into the heart of how thinkers from the Middle Ages grappled with the essence of
humanity and the divine nature of Christ. These two intertwined fields—medieval philosophy and
Christology—offer profound insights that not only illuminate theological debates but also shape our
understanding of human identity, morality, and spirituality. To appreciate their significance, we need to
delve into the intellectual landscape of the medieval period, where philosophy and theology merged in

a quest to define what it truly means to be human in relation to the divine.

Medieval Philosophy and Its View on Human Nature

Medieval philosophy, spanning roughly from the 5th to the 15th century, was deeply influenced by
Christian thought, but it also absorbed elements from ancient philosophy, especially Aristotle and
Plato. One of its central concerns was the nature of the human person—what humans are at their core

and how their nature relates to God.

The Dual Composition of Humans: Body and Soul

Medieval thinkers generally accepted the Aristotelian-Thomistic view that human beings are composite
creatures made up of both body and soul. The soul was considered the "form" of the body—its
animating principle that gives life and rationality. This dualism was not a division but rather an intimate

union, where the soul elevated the material body into a living, thinking being.



Thomas Aquinas, perhaps the most influential medieval philosopher, argued that the soul is immortal
and rational, capable of understanding eternal truths. The body, while material and perishable, was not
dismissed as merely inferior; instead, it was essential for the full realization of human nature, as

humans are embodied spirits.

Human Nature and Rationality

The faculty of reason was at the heart of medieval conceptions of human nature. Rationality
distinguished humans from animals and linked them to the divine intellect. This rational soul allowed
humans to pursue knowledge, make moral choices, and seek God. The medieval philosophical
tradition saw the intellect as a pathway to understanding universal truths, including the nature of God

and the moral order.
This emphasis on rationality also shaped ideas about free will and moral responsibility. Humans were
not seen as helpless creatures controlled by fate or mere appetites; rather, they were moral agents

capable of choosing good or evil. This notion was crucial in medieval ethics and theology, where

salvation depended on the human will cooperating with divine grace.

The Systematics of Christology in Medieval Thought

Christology, the study of the person and nature of Jesus Christ, was a central theological discipline in
the Middle Ages. Medieval theologians sought to systematically understand how Jesus could be both

fully divine and fully human—a mystery that lies at the heart of Christian faith.

Defining the Two Natures of Christ

Medieval Christology built heavily on the earlier ecumenical councils, especially the Council of



Chalcedon (451 AD), which declared that Christ has two natures—divine and human—united in one
person without confusion, change, division, or separation. This Chalcedonian formula was the

foundation for medieval systematic theology.

Philosophers and theologians like Anselm of Canterbury and Aquinas worked to explain how these two
natures coexist. Aquinas famously distinguished between the "essence" and "person" of Christ,
emphasizing that the divine Word assumed human nature without losing divinity. This union—called the

hypostatic union—was central to understanding salvation and the incarnation.

The Implications of Christ’s Human Nature

The systematics of Christology were not just abstract speculation; they had deep implications for how
medieval thinkers understood human nature itself. Christ’s assumption of a true human nature meant
that humanity was capable of union with God. This elevated human nature, showing it was not fallen

beyond redemption but was meant for glory.

Moreover, Christ’s human experiences—suffering, death, and resurrection—provided a model for human
life and salvation. Christology taught that through grace, humans could participate in divine life,

overcoming sin and corruption.

How Medieval Philosophy and Christology Intersect on Human

Nature

The relationship between medieval philosophy and Christology is symbiotic, especially regarding
human nature. Philosophy offered tools of reason and concepts to articulate the mystery of Christ and
the human person, while Christology provided the theological foundation that informed philosophical

reflections.



The Role of the Incarnation in Defining Human Nature

Because Christ is both God and man, medieval thinkers argued that human nature was dignified and
capable of union with God. The incarnation confirmed that human nature was not merely material or

corrupt but inherently good and destined for eternal life.

This had a profound philosophical impact: it challenged any view that diminished the body or saw
humans as purely fallen creatures. Instead, medieval philosophy, guided by Christological insights,
presented a holistic view of human beings as embodied souls created in God’s image and called to

divine likeness.

Human Nature in Light of Original Sin and Grace

Another key intersection is the tension between original sin and divine grace. Medieval philosophy
grappled with how human nature could be both wounded by sin and healed through grace. Christology
was central here because Christ’s redemptive work restored human nature, making grace available to

all.

Philosophers like Augustine and Aquinas explored how human freedom, reason, and will operate
under the influence of both sin and grace. Their systematics helped clarify the moral and spiritual
dimensions of human nature, emphasizing that humans are neither purely fallen nor inherently perfect

but exist in a dynamic relationship with God’s saving power.

The Enduring Influence of Medieval Thought on Modern

Understandings of Human Nature

Though medieval philosophy and Christology might seem distant to contemporary readers, their



insights continue to influence modern theology, philosophy, and even psychology. The medieval
synthesis of reason and faith, body and soul, sin and grace, provides a rich framework for exploring

what it means to be human.

Lessons for Contemporary Philosophy and Theology

The medieval approach reminds us that human nature cannot be reduced to purely biological or
material terms. Instead, it insists on the complexity of human beings as rational, moral, and spiritual

creatures.

Furthermore, the systematics of Christology invite ongoing reflection on the mystery of human dignity
and the possibility of transformation through divine love. This has implications for ethics, human rights,

and our understanding of personal identity.

Integrating Faith and Reason Today

One of the most remarkable legacies of medieval philosophy and Christology is their insistence that
faith and reason are complementary. In today’s world, where science and religion often seem at odds,
revisiting this medieval harmony can offer valuable insights. It encourages a dialogue that respects

empirical knowledge while also acknowledging the transcendent dimensions of human existence.

Exploring what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology reveal
allows us to appreciate a nuanced vision of humanity—one that honors both our material existence and
our spiritual destiny. These medieval intellectual traditions invite us to ponder deeply who we are,
where we come from, and what ultimate destiny awaits us, grounding such reflections in a synthesis of

rational inquiry and profound faith.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept of human nature in medieval philosophy?

In medieval philosophy, human nature is typically understood as a composite of body and soul, with
the soul being the rational and immortal aspect. Philosophers like Thomas Aquinas emphasized that
human nature is oriented toward knowledge of God and ultimate happiness, integrating Aristotelian

philosophy with Christian theology.

How did medieval philosophers reconcile human nature with Christian
theology?

Medieval philosophers reconciled human nature with Christian theology by adopting and adapting
Aristotelian ideas, asserting that humans have a rational soul created by God. They argued that
human nature is fundamentally good but fallen due to original sin, and that grace is necessary for

ultimate fulfillment and salvation.

What role does the systematics of Christology play in medieval

thought?

The systematics of Christology in medieval thought involves the systematic study of the nature and
person of Christ, focusing on the union of divine and human natures in one person. Medieval
theologians like Anselm and Aquinas developed detailed frameworks to explain how Jesus Christ could

be both fully God and fully man.

How does medieval Christology address the human nature of Christ?

Medieval Christology asserts that Christ possesses two natures—divine and human—united in one
person without confusion or separation. The human nature of Christ includes a rational soul and a
human body, affirming that he experienced genuine human life, suffering, and death while remaining

divine.



Why is the study of human nature important in the systematics of
medieval Christology?

Studying human nature is crucial in medieval Christology because it helps explain how Jesus could be
truly human and truly divine simultaneously. Understanding human nature allows theologians to
articulate how Christ's human experiences relate to his divine mission of salvation, emphasizing the

significance of the Incarnation.

Additional Resources

**Exploring What Sort of Human Nature Medieval Philosophy and the Systematics of Christology

Reveal**

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology uncover is a
question that probes deeply into the theological and philosophical understandings of humanity during a
period that shaped Western thought. Medieval philosophy, intertwined with Christian doctrine,
approached human nature not merely as a biological or psychological phenomenon, but as a
metaphysical reality embedded within the divine framework. The systematics of Christology—the
structured study of the nature and person of Christ—provides crucial insights into medieval conceptions
of human nature by elucidating the relationship between divinity and humanity. This article investigates
how these two intellectual traditions converge, revealing layered interpretations of what it means to be

human in the medieval worldview.

The Foundations of Human Nature in Medieval Philosophy

Medieval philosophy, spanning roughly from the 5th to the 15th century, was deeply influenced by
earlier Classical philosophy, particularly Aristotle, while being firmly rooted in Christian theological
concerns. The question of human nature was central to philosophical inquiry, especially in

understanding how humans relate to God, the cosmos, and themselves.



Philosophers like Augustine of Hippo and Thomas Aquinas played pivotal roles in shaping medieval
conceptions of human nature. Augustine, influenced by Neoplatonism, emphasized the soul's
immaterial and immortal qualities, framing human nature as a composite of body and soul, with the
soul’s orientation toward God as the highest fulfillment. Aquinas, drawing extensively on Aristotelian
metaphysics, articulated a more systematic account: humans as rational animals, whose nature is

defined by the union of body and rational soul.

This philosophical groundwork established several key features associated with human nature in the

medieval period:

- **Dualism of Body and Soul:** Humans possess a material body and an immaterial soul, with the
soul being the seat of reason and intellect.

- **Rationality as Defining Feature:** Reason distinguishes humans from other creatures and is the
faculty that connects them to the divine.

- **Original Sin and Fallen Nature:** Due to the Fall, human nature is seen as wounded or corrupted,
necessitating divine grace for restoration.

- **Free Will and Moral Responsibility:** Despite the fallen state, humans retain free will, allowing for

moral agency and the possibility of salvation.

These components reveal that medieval philosophy viewed human nature through a theological lens,

blending metaphysics, morality, and spirituality.

The Systematics of Christology and Its Role in Defining Human

Nature

Christology, specifically its systematic study, is central to medieval theological discourse and
significantly influences conceptions of human nature. By examining the nature of Christ—both fully
divine and fully human—medieval thinkers sought to understand not only who Christ is but also the

implications for human beings made in the image of God.



The Hypostatic Union and Its Implications

At the heart of Christological systematics lies the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union, which asserts that
Jesus Christ possesses two natures, divine and human, united in one person without confusion or
separation. This doctrine was formalized in the Council of Chalcedon (451 CE) and became a

cornerstone of orthodox Christian theology.

Medieval philosophers and theologians extensively reflected on this union to explore human nature’s
dignity and potential. If the divine can assume human nature without loss of divinity, it suggests that

human nature itself is capable of union with the divine. This idea carried profound implications:

- **Affirmation of Human Nature's Goodness:** Despite the Fall, human nature remains fundamentally
good because it was assumed by God.

- **Possibility of Deification:** Humans are called to participate in divine life (theosis), not merely by
external grace but through intrinsic transformation.

- **Humanity as Mediator:** Christ’s dual nature serves as a model for understanding humanity’s

mediating role between the material and spiritual realms.

Medieval Christological Debates and Human Nature

Medieval scholasticism, especially within the works of Aquinas, Bonaventure, and Duns Scotus,
engaged rigorously with Christological questions. Aquinas, for instance, argued that Christ’s human
nature was complete, including a rational soul and body, emphasizing the real union without confusion.

This precision was crucial in affirming the integrity and value of human nature.

Moreover, the systematics of Christology in the medieval period also addressed issues such as:

- **The Immaculate Conception of Mary:** Related to the purity of human nature, this doctrine reflects

the belief in a special grace preserving Mary from original sin, further highlighting the tension between



fallen and ideal human nature.
- **The Role of the Incarnation in Redemption:** Christ’s assumption of human nature was necessary

for human salvation, underscoring the transformative power of divine-human interaction.

Intersections Between Medieval Philosophy and Christology on

Human Nature

The dialogue between medieval philosophy and Christology is not merely parallel but deeply
intertwined. Philosophical anthropology—the study of human nature—cannot be disentangled from

theological Christology in the medieval context.

Theological Anthropology: Human Nature in Relation to Christ

Medieval thought often expressed human nature in relational terms: humans are created imago Dei (in
the image of God), called to reflect divine attributes such as rationality, free will, and moral goodness.
Christology, by demonstrating God’s willingness to become human, amplifies this foundational idea by

affirming human nature’s intrinsic worth and capability.

Furthermore, the systematics of Christology provided a framework to address human nature’s

complexity:

- **Qriginal Sin and Restoration:** While philosophical accounts acknowledged the fallen state,
Christology offered the means of restoration through Christ’s redemptive work.

- **Union of Natures as a Model:** The Hypostatic Union served as a metaphysical model for
understanding how human nature can be elevated and transformed without losing its essential
properties.

- **Grace and Nature:** Medieval thinkers debated the relationship between grace and nature, often

concluding that grace perfects and elevates nature rather than destroying it.



Philosophical Methodology Meets Theological Doctrine

Medieval thinkers employed reason and dialectical methods to systematize Christological doctrines,
which, in turn, enriched philosophical understandings of human nature. This interdisciplinary approach

led to nuanced distinctions such as:

- The differentiation between *essence* and *existence* in human beings.
- An understanding of the soul’s faculties (intellect, will, memory) in light of Christ’s human soul.
- The exploration of how the divine nature operates within the human person of Christ without

overriding human freedom or identity.

These intellectual endeavors demonstrate a sophisticated interplay between speculative philosophy
and doctrinal theology in articulating what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the

systematics of Christology reveal.

Contemporary Relevance and Legacy

The medieval synthesis of philosophy and Christology continues to influence modern theological and
philosophical discussions. Understanding the medieval perspective on human nature offers valuable
insights into ongoing debates about the human person, dignity, and the possibility of spiritual

transformation.

Moreover, the systematics of Christology remains a critical field in contemporary theology, addressing
challenges posed by secularism, scientific advancements, and pluralistic worldviews. By revisiting
medieval insights, scholars and theologians can engage in a richer dialogue about the meaning of

humanity in a complex and changing world.

In sum, the exploration of what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of

Christology present reveals a deeply integrated vision of humanity: rational, relational, and ultimately



oriented toward union with the divine. This vision continues to resonate, inviting ongoing reflection on

the profound questions concerning human existence.

What Sort Of Human Nature Medieval Philosophy And The
Systematics Of Christology

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
What Sort of Human Nature? Marilyn McCord Adams, 1999

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Jesus, the Gospels, and the Galilean Crisis Tucker S. Ferda, 2018-12-27 Tucker S. Ferda
examines the theory of the Galilean crisis: the notion that the historical Jesus himself had grappled
with the failure of his mission to Israel. While this theory has been neglected since the 19th century,
due to research moving to consider the response of the early church to the rejection of the gospel,
Ferda now provides fresh insight on Jesus' own potential crisis of faith. Ferda begins by
reconstructing the origin of the crisis theory, expanding upon histories of New Testament research
and considering the contributions made before Hermann Samuel Reimarus. He shows how the crisis
theory was shaped by earlier and so-called “pre-critical” gospel interpretation and examines how,
despite the claims of modern scholarship, the logic of the crisis theory is still a part of current
debate. Finally, Ferda argues that while the crisis theory is a failed hypothesis, its suggestions on
early success and growing opposition in the ministry, as well as its claim that Jesus met and
responded to disappointing cases of rejection, should be revisited. This book resurrects key
historical aspects of the crisis theory for contemporary scholarship.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIAL WORK: Philosophical Bases, Models and Sources for a
Humanistic Social Work 2023 HARDCOVER EDITION , 2023-05-23 This edition comprises,
brings together, incorporates, synthesizes some of the author's works, books, articles, chapters,
ideas, fragments, in print and electronic form, with themes, topics, ideas that address the relation
between philosophy and social work/ welfare/ policy, with emphasis on the humanistic paradigm/
approach, published in academic format, between 2011 and 2023. No new sections were introduced,
but the bibliography was partially updated, bringing to attention relevant titles that appeared after
the previous edition. In the book it is analyzed the complex and delicate relationship between
philosophy and social work/welfare, between the philosophical system of concepts and ideas and the
theory/axiology of social work/welfare, especially from a humanistic perspective, bringing face to
face, on the one hand, the great branches or sub-domains of philosophy, respectively ontology,
ethics, social philosophy, personology, and, on the other hand, the great sub-domains or issues of
social work/welfare, respectively the way of representation the client and the social problem
(difficult situation, risk situation, vulnerability, resilience, etc.), the system of constitutive values and
principles, the way of representation of the professional and the specific practice/methodology, etc.
The relation between philosophy and social work is, no doubt, biunivocal. philosophy encompasses,
in its purpose and history, the social issue/dimension, in its broader human sense, especially with the
preoccupations in the sphere of ethics and social philosophy, but also of the existentialist-humanistic
and humanistic-personalist philosophies, as the, social work, as general theory and axiology, cannot
be conceived without a consistent philosophical representation. Both the system of fundamental
values and the mission or methodology of social work/welfare are, most often, stated in the terms of
an explicit applied social, ethical and humanistic philosophy, even if not always this aspect it is
highlighted in an assumed way. An important observation that must to be done is that the author
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does not proposes in his book (and nor does it accomplish) an exhaustive, profound and complete
approach and exposure of the relation, connection - from a humanistic point of view - between
philosophy and social work/welfare, between their sub-domains, but only he brings into attention
this subject, this theme, very little approached in the literature in relation to its indisputable
importance. Regarding the destination of this paper, its design, content and bibliography are made
in such a way that to be useful both to the academic community, to students and teachers in
philosophy and social sciences and practices, and also to the professional community, to social
workers, psychotherapists, educators, social managers, etc.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology: The
Incarnation Stephen T. Davis, Daniel Kendall, Gerald O'Collins, 2004 This interdisciplinary study
follows an international and ecumenical meeting of twenty-four scholars held in New York at Easter
2000: the Incarnation Summit. After an opening chapter, which summarizes and evaluates twelve
major questions concerning the Incarnation, five chapters are dedicated to the biblical roots of this
central Christian doctrine. A patristic and medieval section corrects misinterpretations and retrieves
for today the significance of the Council of Chalcedon (AD 451) and its aftermath, as well as
clarifying Aquinas' enduring metaphysical interpretation of the Incarnation. The volume then moves
to theological and philosophical debates: three scholars take up such systematic issues as belief in
the Incarnation, the self-emptying that it involves, and its compatibility with divine timelessness. The
remaining four essays consider the place of the doctrine of the Incarnation in literature, ethics, art,
and preaching. There is a fruitful dialogue between experts in a wide range of areas and the
international reputation of the participants reflects and guarantees the high quality of this joint
work. The result is a well researched, skilfully argued, and, at times, provocative volume on the
central Christian belief: the Incarnation of the Son of God.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Dominus Mortis David J. Luy, 2014-11-01 Modern interpreters typically attach revolutionary
significance to Luther’s Christology on account of its unprecedented endorsement of God’s
ontological vulnerability. This passibilist reading of Luther’s theology has sourced a long channel of
speculative theology and philosophy, from Hegel to Moltmann, which regards Luther as an ally
against antique, philosophical assumptions, which are supposed to occlude the genuine immanence
of God to history and experience. David J. Luy challenges this history of reception and rejects the
interpretation of Luther’s Christology upon which it is founded. Dominus Mortis creates the
conditions necessary for an alternative appropriation of Luther’s Christological legacy. By
re-specifying certain key aspects of Luther’s Christological commitments, Luy provides a careful
reassessment of how Luther’s theology can make a contribution within ongoing attempts to
adequately conceptualize divine immanence. Luther is demonstrated as a theologian who creatively
appropriates the patristic and medieval theological tradition and whose constructive enterprise is
significant for the ways that it disrupts widely held assumptions about the doctrine of divine
impassibility, the transcendence of God, dogmatic development, and the relationship of God to
suffering.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
HUMANISTIC PHILOSOPHY : Humanistic and Pro-Humanistic Ideas, Values, Orientations,
Movements, Methods, and Representatives in Philosophy, Science, Society, and Social
Practices HARDCOVER EDITION , 2023-05-19 As a sub-discipline, part of (general) Philosophy,
Humanistic Philosophy is focused on, and brings in attention, especially, the category, the
value-concept of Human Being, with the meaning of agency, individuality, subject, the person with
the attribute of freedom and self-determination, the respect for the human as individual, as a Person,
in opposition to the approaches that represent the individual human being as a simple statistical
element into a social structure, system, mechanism, in history and/or society.In the second meaning,
crucial concepts, syntagms, and ideas-values that are bring in attention, when we speak, therefore,
of (general) philosophy as a humanistic discipline are Anthropo-Centrism and Person-Centered
Approach in the general process of philosophical knowledge and investigation. Essentially,



philosophy as a humanistic discipline, through all its branches, orientations, schools, and methods, is
an ethics of the phenomenon, process and act of knowledge in general, and of the philosophical
knowledge in particular, an ethics of the human, of the man, of humanity, and, especially, ultimately,
a philosophy of the human as a goal, values, ideal, principle of all the processes, acts of knowledge
and action, epistemologically and methodologically speaking. *** Regarding the Destination of this
book, its design, content and bibliography are made in such a way that to be useful both to the
academic/ scientific community, to students, teachers and researchers, and also to the professional
community - artists, educators, managers, social workers, psychotherapists, health professionals,
human rights activists, activists in the political sphere, etc.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology: God,
Knowledge, and the Good Linda Trinkaus Zagzebski, 2022 This book collects thirty-five years of
papers in philosophy of religion by Linda Trinkaus Zagzebski. The eighteen papers are edited and
divided into eight topical categories: 1) Foreknowledge and Fatalism, 2) The Problem of Evil, 3)
Death, Hell, and Resurrection, 4) God and Morality, 5) Omnisubjectivity, 6) The Rationality of
Religious Belief, 7) Rational Religious Belief, Self-trust, and Authority, and 8) God, Trinity, and the
Metaphysics of Modality.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Early Franciscan Theology Lydia Schumacher, 2019-07-04 Demonstrates the innovativeness of early
Franciscan theology, contesting the longstanding view that it simply rehearses the views of earlier
authorities.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Chaucer's Church Edward Foster, 2020-08-26 This title was first published in 2002: The purpose of
Chaucer's Church is to provide clear, concise and reliable explanations of every term Chaucer uses
that has a religious, liturgical, or ecclesiastical meaning. It uses a dictionary format, arranged
according to Chaucer's spellings, to make information readily accessible for students, teachers,
critics, and the general reader. The shorter entries present brief definitions which are more lively
and illuminating than those in standard dictionaries or glossaries; the longer entries are in fact short
essays, with suggestions for further reading, on broader or more complex topics. In all cases the
entries concentrate on lucid and accurate presentation of the meanings that the terms had or could
have had for Chaucer and a 14th-century audience. The book is a compact but precise reference for
readers of all levels of experience on the vocabulary of fourteenth-century religion, which is often
unfamiliar or only hazily understood. A careful system of cross-references guides the reader to
related terms, so that individual entries can be further explored in related or larger contexts. The
book may also be browsed or read on its own, for the entries taken together, especially the brief
essays, provide a coherent introduction to the Christian world of the late fourteenth century. In
Chaucer's Church, the editors have succeeded in compiling a volume that combines ease of use with
readability and rigorous accuracy. This book provides convenient and trustworthy access to
Chaucer's religious world.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Horror and Its Aftermath Sally Stamper, 2016-09-01 In Horror and Its Aftermath: Reconsidering
Theology and Human Experience, Sally Stamper brings together psychoanalytic theory, early
childhood development, and theological recourse to psychology into a fresh conversation about
human suffering and the contingencies of human existence before God. She argues that a constant
awareness of vulnerability to profound suffering shapes and inflects human experience and that
insight into the consequent human anxiety is a powerful resource for theological reflection on sin,
grace, salvation, and redemption. Stamper narrates what she calls “normative anxiety” by taking
recourse to object relations theories of early childhood development and critical readings of literary
texts for young children, including Goodnight Moon, The Runaway Bunny, and Dr. Seuss’ “What Was
I Scared Of?” Building on Marilyn McCord Adams’s treatment of horror-participation and Jonathan
Lear’s argument for radical hope, Stamper develops a complex argument that gestures toward a new
eschatological vision centered on a transcendent God who is both radically other and intimately



engaged in human life.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology: The
Metaphysics of the Incarnation Richard Cross, 2002-02-14 The period from Thomas Aquinas to Duns
Scotus is one of the richest in the history of Christian theology. The Metaphysics of the Incarnation
aims to provide a thorough examination of the doctrine in this era, making explicit its philosophical
and theological foundations. Medieval theologians believed that there were good reasons for
supposing that Christ's human nature was an individual. In the light of this, Part 1 discusses how the
various thinkers held that an individual nature could be united to a divine person. Part 2 shows how
one divine person could be incarnate without any other. Part 3 deals with questions of Christological
predication, and Part 4 shows how an individual nature is to be distinguished from a person. The
work begins with a full account of the metaphysics presupposed in the medieval accounts, and
concludes with observations relating medieval accounts to modern Christology.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology: The
Consciousness of the Historical Jesus Austin Stevenson, 2024-02-22 In this book, Austin
Stevenson argues that it is not the 'divinity' of Jesus that causes problems for historians, but his
humanity. To insist that Jesus was fully human, as both theologians and historians do, still leaves us
with the question of what it means to be human. It turns out that theologians and historians often
have different answers to this question on both a philosophical and a theological register.
Furthermore, historians frequently misunderstand the historiographical implications of classical
Christology, and thus the compatibility between traditional beliefs about Jesus and critical historical
inquiry. Through close engagement with the thought of Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225-74), this book
offers a new path toward the reconciliation of these disciplines by focusing on human knowledge and
subjectivity, which are central issues in both historical method and Christology. By interrogating and
challenging the normative metaphysical assumptions operative in Jesus scholarship, a range of
possibility is opened up for approaches to Jesus that are genuinely historical, but not naturalistic.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology: The
New Cambridge Companion to Aquinas Eleonore Stump, Thomas Joseph White, 2022-08-11 A
detailed, historically informed examination of the major areas of Aquinas's thought, for both scholars
and students.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Salvation Through Temptation Benjamin E. Heidgerken, 2021-06-04 Salvation through Temptation
describes the development of predominant Greek and Latin Christian conceptions of temptation and
of the work of Christ to heal and restore humankind in the context of that temptation, focusing on
Maximus the Confessor and Thomas Aquinas as well-developed examples of Greek and Latin thought
on these matters. Maximus and Thomas represent two trajectories concerning the woundedness of
human emotionality in the wake of the primordial human sin. Heidgerken argues that Maximus
stands in essential continuity with earlier Greek ascetic theology, which conceives of the weakness
of fallen humankind in demonological categories, so that the Pauline law of sin is bound to external
demonic agents that act upon the human mind through thoughts, desires, and sensory impressions.
For Thomas, on the other hand, this wound consists primarily of an internal disordering of the
faculties that results from the withdrawal of original grace: concupiscence or the fomes peccati. Yet
even in this framework, the devil plays a significant role in Thomas’s account of postlapsarian
temptation. On the basis of these differing frameworks for human temptation, Heidgerken
demonstrates the centrality of Christ’s exemplarity in the Greek account and the centrality of
Christ’s moral perfections in the Latin account. As a consequence of these emphases, the Greek
tradition of Maximus places distinct limits on the ability of human emotionality (even that of Christ)
to be perfected in this life, whereas Thomas’s approach allows Christ to completely embody a
perfected form of human emotionality in his earthly life. Reciprocally, Thomas’s account of Christ’s
moral perfections and virtue places distinct limits on his affirmation of Christ’s experience of
postlapsarian temptation, whereas Maximus’s account allows for Christ to experience interior forms
of temptation that more closely mirror the concrete moral experiences and circumstances of fallen



human beings. Salvation through Temptation recommends a retrieval of early ascetic theology and
demonology as the best contemporary systematic and ecumenically-viable approach to Christ’s
temptation and victory over the devil.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology: The
Image of God Eleonore Stump, 2022 Eleonore Stump explores the role and value of suffering in
human life by addressing the problem of evil in Christian ethics, the role of relationships in human
flourishing, and the question of what constitutes one's true self.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Debating Christian Theism ]. P. Moreland, Chad V. Meister, Khaldoun A. Sweis, 2013-08-15
Comprising groundbreaking dialogues by many of the most prominent scholars in Christian
apologetics and the philosophy of religion, this volume offers a definitive treatment of central
questions of Christian faith. The essays are ecumenical and broadly Christian, in the spirit of C.S.
Lewis's Mere Christianity, and feature lucid and up-to-date material designed to engage readers in
contemporary theistic and Christian issues. Beginning with dialogues about God's existence and the
coherence of theism and then moving beyond generic theism to address significant debates over
such specifically Christian doctrines as the Trinity and the resurrection of Jesus, Debating Christian
Theism provides an ideal starting point for anyone seeking to understand the current debates in
Christian theology.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Analytic Christology and the Theological Interpretation of the New Testament Thomas H. McCall,
2021 This study draws upon the resources of both contemporary analytic theology and the
theological interpretation of the New Testament in order to investigate a set of important issues in
Christology. It is the first work in analytic Christology to draw upon both recent scholarship in
biblical studies and recent contributions to analytic philosophy and theology. Thomas H. McCall
explores the themes of union with Christ and the faith of Christ as these are developed by the
apocalyptic and New Perspective interpreters of Pauline theology. The volume offers a careful
analysis of recent dogmatic proposals about the identity of Christ and the doctrine of election, and
provides an examination of debates over the subordination of the Son in Hebrews. It also probes the
relationship of the incarnate Son to his Father in Johannine theology. McCall presents an
exegetically-grounded theological engagement with recent work on the place of logic in the doctrine
of the incarnation.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology: The
Incarnation Timothy J. Pawl, 2020-10-22 The Doctrine of the Incarnation, that Jesus Christ was
both truly God and truly human, is the foundation and cornerstone of traditional Christian theism.
And yet, this traditional teaching appears to verge on incoherence. How can one person be both
God, having all the perfections of divinity, and human, having all the limitations of humanity? This is
the fundamental philosophical problem of the incarnation. Perhaps a solution is found in an analysis
of what the traditional teaching meant by person, divinity, and humanity, or in understanding how
divinity and humanity were united in a single person? This Element presents that traditional
teaching, then returns to the incoherence problem to showcase various solutions that have been
offered to it.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology: The
Oxford Handbook of Christology Francesca Aran Murphy, Troy A. Stefano, 2015 The Oxford
Handbook of Christology brings together 40 authoritative essays considering the theological study of
the nature and role of Jesus Christ. This collection offers dynamic perspectives within the study of
Christology and provides rigorous discussion of inter-confessional theology, which would not have
been possible even 60 years ago. The first of the seven parts considers Jesus Christ in the Bible.
Rather than focusing solely on the New Testament, this section begins with discussion of the modes
of God's self-communication to us and suggests that Christ's most original incarnation is in the
language of the Hebrew Bible. The second section considers Patristics Christology. These essays
explore the formation of the doctrines of the person of Christ and the atonement between the First



Council of Nicaea in 325 and the eve of the Second Council of Nicaea. The next section looks at
Mediaeval theology and tackles the development of the understanding of who Christ was and of his
atoning work. The section on 'Reformation and Christology' traces the path of the Reformation from
Luther to Bultmann. The fifth section tackles the new developments in thinking about Christ which
have emerged in the modern and the postmodern eras, and the sixth section explains how beliefs
about Jesus have affected music, poetry, and the arts. The final part concludes by locating
Christology within systematic theology, asking how it relates to Christian belief as a whole. This
comprehensive volume provides an invaluable resource and reference for scholars, students, and
general readers interested in the study of Christology.

what sort of human nature medieval philosophy and the systematics of christology:
Aquinas's Summa Theologiae Jeffrey Hause, 2018-03-15 Alone among Thomas Aquinas' works, the
Summa Theologiae contains well-developed and integrated discussions of metaphysics, ethics, law,
human action, and the divine nature. The essays in this volume, by scholars representing varied
approaches to the study of Aquinas, offer thorough, cutting-edge expositions and analyses of these
topics and show how they relate to Aquinas' larger system of thought. The volume also examines the
reception of the Summa Theologiae from the thirteenth century to the present day, showing how
scholars have understood and misunderstood this key text - and how, even after seven centuries of
interpretation, we still have much to learn from it. Detailed and accessible, this book will be highly
important for scholars and students of medieval philosophy and theology.
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