the meiji restoration

The Meiji Restoration: Japan’s Transformation from Feudal Isolation to Modern
Power

the meiji restoration marks one of the most pivotal moments in Japanese
history, a dramatic turning point that reshaped the nation’s political,
social, and economic landscape. Taking place in the late 19th century, this
era saw Japan transition from centuries of feudal rule under the Tokugawa
shogunate into a centralized, modern state under the emperor. The changes
unleashed by the Meiji Restoration not only propelled Japan onto the global
stage but also set the foundation for its rapid industrialization and
modernization.

The Historical Context Behind the Meiji
Restoration

To truly appreciate the significance of the Meiji Restoration, it’'s important
to understand the environment from which it emerged. For over two and a half
centuries, Japan was governed by the Tokugawa shogunate, a feudal military
government that enforced strict social hierarchy and isolationist policies
known as sakoku. This policy severely limited foreign influence, trade, and
contact, keeping Japan relatively insulated from the rapid technological and
political changes sweeping across the world.

Challenges to Tokugawa Rule

By the mid-19th century, Japan’s isolationist stance was becoming
increasingly untenable. Western powers, especially the United States under
Commodore Matthew Perry, pressured Japan to open its ports to international
trade. The 1853 arrival of Perry’s “Black Ships” was a wake-up call that
exposed Japan’s vulnerability to foreign influence and military might.
Unequal treaties forced upon Japan created widespread dissatisfaction among
samurai, merchants, and intellectuals alike.

This growing unrest culminated in a coalition of powerful domains advocating
for the restoration of imperial rule, believing that the emperor should

reclaim authority from the shogunate to unify and strengthen the country.
This movement laid the groundwork for the Meiji Restoration.

What Was the Meiji Restoration?

The Meiji Restoration officially began in 1868 when Emperor Meiji ascended to



the throne and power was nominally restored to the emperor, dismantling the
Tokugawa shogunate’s centuries-long rule. However, it was more than a mere
political shift-it was a radical transformation aimed at modernizing Japan to
avoid colonization and compete with Western powers.

Key Goals of the Restoration

The leaders of the Meiji Restoration had several crucial objectives:

e Centralize political power: Ending the decentralized feudal system by
consolidating authority under the emperor and a modern government.

e Modernize the military: Creating a conscripted, Western-style army and
navy to defend national sovereignty.

e Revamp the economy: Promoting industrialization, infrastructure
development, and modernization of agriculture.

e Reform education and society: Establishing universal education and
abolishing class distinctions to foster a skilled workforce and national
identity.

Major Reforms and Developments During the Meiji
Era

The Meiji Restoration sparked a whirlwind of reforms that propelled Japan
into the modern age at a breathtaking pace. These changes touched nearly
every aspect of Japanese life.

Political and Social Changes

One of the first acts of the new government was the abolition of the feudal
domains (han) and their replacement with prefectures governed by officials

appointed by the central government. This helped dismantle the power base of
the samurai class and integrate the country under one administrative system.

The class system was officially abolished, removing centuries-old
distinctions between samurai, peasants, artisans, and merchants. The
government introduced conscription, requiring all men to serve in the
military, further eroding samurai privileges.

In 1889, the Meiji Constitution was promulgated, establishing a



constitutional monarchy with a bicameral parliament called the Imperial Diet.
While the emperor retained significant power, this constitution laid the
groundwork for modern governance and legal structures.

Economic and Industrial Modernization

To catch up with the industrialized West, the Meiji government actively
promoted infrastructure projects, including railways, telegraph lines, and
modern ports. They supported the creation of factories and shipyards,
encouraged foreign investment, and sent officials abroad to study Western
technologies and business methods.

The government played a direct role in building industries such as textiles,
steel, and shipbuilding before privatizing many enterprises to emerging
zaibatsu (large family-controlled industrial conglomerates). This approach
jumpstarted Japan’s economic growth and diversification.

Educational Reform and Cultural Shifts

Recognizing the importance of education in national development, the Meiji
regime established a national education system modeled after Western
examples. Universal schooling and compulsory education policies were
introduced, focusing on literacy, science, and civic responsibility.

At the same time, exposure to Western ideas led to significant cultural
changes. Traditional customs and dress gradually gave way to Western-style
clothing, architecture, and social etiquette, reflecting Japan’s desire to be
seen as a modern nation.

The Global Impact of the Meiji Restoration

Japan’s rapid transformation during and after the Meiji Restoration had
profound implications both domestically and internationally. By the early
20th century, Japan emerged as a formidable military and industrial power,
challenging Western dominance in East Asia.

Military Successes and Imperial Expansion

Armed with a modernized military, Japan proved its strength in conflicts such
as the Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905).
These victories not only enhanced national pride but also secured Japan’s
position as a major imperial power, acquiring territories like Taiwan and
Korea.



Inspiration for Other Nations

The Meiji Restoration became a model for other non-Western countries seeking
to modernize and resist colonial subjugation. Japan’s ability to blend
Western technology and governance with its own cultural identity offered a
unique example of successful modernization during a period of intense global
change.

Understanding the Legacy of the Meiji
Restoration Today

Even more than 150 years later, the Meiji Restoration continues to influence
Japan’s society, culture, and global standing. It represents a remarkable
chapter in history where a nation deliberately chose to reinvent itself in
the face of existential threats.

For students of history, the Meiji Restoration offers valuable lessons about
adaptability, the challenges of modernization, and the complex balance
between tradition and innovation. It also underscores how political will,
visionary leadership, and openness to change can transform a country’s
destiny.

Whether exploring the rise of industrial Japan, the evolution of its
political system, or its emergence as a world power, the Meiji Restoration
remains a fascinating and essential subject for understanding the modern
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Meiji Restoration?

The Meiji Restoration was a political revolution in Japan in 1868 that
restored imperial rule under Emperor Meiji and led to significant
modernization and westernization of the country.

Why is the Meiji Restoration considered a turning
point in Japanese history?

It marked the end of the Tokugawa shogunate and feudal system, initiating
rapid industrialization, modernization of the military, education reforms,
and opening Japan to international trade and diplomacy.



How did the Meiji Restoration impact Japan's social
structure?

The restoration abolished the rigid class system of the samurai, peasants,
artisans, and merchants, promoting social mobility, and established a more
centralized government and conscripted army.

What were some major reforms introduced during the
Meiji Restoration?

Key reforms included the establishment of a constitutional government,
modernization of the military, introduction of compulsory education,
industrial development, and land tax reforms.

How did the Meiji Restoration influence Japan's
foreign relations?

It ended Japan's period of isolation, leading to increased diplomatic and
trade relations with Western countries and establishing Japan as a rising
imperial power.

Who were the main figures behind the Meiji
Restoration?

Prominent leaders included Emperor Meiji, along with influential samurai and
politicians such as Saigd Takamori, Okubo Toshimichi, and Kido Takayoshi who
played key roles in orchestrating the restoration.

Additional Resources

The Meiji Restoration: Transforming Japan’s Political and Social Landscape

the meiji restoration marks one of the most pivotal epochs in Japanese
history, fundamentally altering the nation’s trajectory from a feudal society
to a modern industrial power. Occurring in the latter half of the 19th
century, this transformative period dismantled the Tokugawa shogunate’s
longstanding rule and reinstated imperial authority under Emperor Meiji. The
restoration catalyzed sweeping political, economic, and social reforms,
positioning Japan as a formidable force on the global stage. This article
delves into the intricate dynamics of the Meiji Restoration, exploring its
origins, key reforms, and enduring impacts while integrating relevant
historical context and modern analytical insights.



Historical Context and Origins of the Meiji
Restoration

Prior to the Meiji Restoration, Japan was governed by the Tokugawa shogunate,
a military dictatorship that had maintained relative peace and isolation
through the sakoku policy for over two centuries. While this period, known as
the Edo era, brought stability, it also fostered rigid social hierarchies and
limited external influence, which ultimately left Japan vulnerable to Western
imperialist pressures. The arrival of Commodore Matthew Perry’s black ships
in 1853 symbolized a critical external shock, forcing Japan to confront its
technological and military backwardness.

The weakening of the shogunate’s authority coincided with growing
dissatisfaction among various daimyo (feudal lords) and samurai factions who
sought to restore political power to the emperor. This coalition, often
referred to as the “Satsuma-Choshu Alliance,” played a decisive role in
orchestrating the overthrow of the Tokugawa regime. The Meiji Restoration
officially commenced in 1868 when Emperor Meiji ascended to power, marking
the beginning of Japan’s rapid modernization.

Political Reforms and the Centralization of
Power

One of the defining features of the Meiji Restoration was the radical
restructuring of Japan’s political framework. The restoration ended over two
centuries of decentralized feudal rule, replacing it with a centralized,
bureaucratic government modeled after Western systems. The abolition of the
han system in 1871 dismantled the semi-autonomous domains ruled by daimyo,
consolidating territorial control under the national government.

Establishment of a Constitutional Monarchy

A landmark development during this period was the promulgation of the Meiji
Constitution in 1889. This legal framework created a constitutional monarchy
with a bicameral legislature known as the Imperial Diet, introducing elements
of representative governance while maintaining imperial sovereignty. The
constitution drew heavily from European models, particularly the Prussian
system, blending autocratic and democratic principles.

Modernization of the Military and Police Forces

To safeguard national sovereignty and deter foreign threats, the Meiji
government prioritized the modernization of military capabilities. The



establishment of a conscripted national army replaced the samurai class’s
exclusive military role, while a modern navy was built with assistance from
British advisors. Similarly, the creation of a centralized police force
enhanced internal security and law enforcement, reflecting the state’s
increasing control over society.

Economic Transformation and Industrialization

The Meiji Restoration is often celebrated for initiating Japan’s rapid
industrialization, which propelled the country into the ranks of the world’s
leading economies by the early 20th century. Prior to the restoration,
Japan’s economy was predominantly agrarian, with limited commercial activity
beyond local markets.

Infrastructure Development and Industrial Policy

Significant investments were made in infrastructure, including railroads,
telegraph lines, and modern ports, facilitating domestic integration and
international trade. The government actively supported key industries such as
textiles, shipbuilding, and steel production through subsidies, the
establishment of state-owned enterprises, and technology transfer
initiatives. The adoption of Western technologies and management practices
was instrumental in accelerating industrial growth.

Land Tax Reform and Financial Modernization

Reforming Japan’s fiscal system was essential to funding modernization
efforts. The introduction of a fixed land tax system replaced the variable
rice-based taxation, stabilizing government revenues and encouraging
agricultural productivity. Concurrently, the development of a modern banking
system and currency standardization laid the foundation for a capitalist
economy.

Social Changes and Cultural Impact

The Meiji Restoration’s reforms extended beyond political and economic
spheres, deeply influencing Japanese society and culture. Traditional social
hierarchies were dismantled, and a new emphasis was placed on education and
meritocracy.



Abolition of the Samurai Class and Social Mobility

The samurai, previously the privileged warrior class, lost their hereditary

privileges as the government abolished their stipends and exclusive rights.

Many former samurai transitioned into roles in the military, bureaucracy, or
business, signaling increased social fluidity. This shift contributed to the
erosion of rigid class distinctions that had defined the Edo period.

Educational Reform and Westernization

Recognizing the importance of knowledge in nation-building, the Meiji
government instituted compulsory education and established universities
modeled on Western curricula. The adoption of Western science, technology,
and political ideas fostered a new intellectual climate. However, this period
also witnessed tensions between modernization and the preservation of
traditional Japanese values, leading to complex cultural negotiations.

Challenges and Criticisms of the Meiji
Restoration

Despite its successes, the Meiji Restoration was not without challenges and
drawbacks. The rapid pace of change generated social unrest and economic
disparities.

e Peasant Discontent: Land tax reforms and increased commercialization
placed heavy burdens on rural farmers, sometimes resulting in uprisings.

e Labor Exploitation: Early industrial factories often subjected workers
to harsh conditions, reflecting uneven development of labor rights.

e Political Repression: The government employed censorship and political
control to suppress dissent, limiting democratic participation.

These issues underscore the complexities inherent in Japan’s modernization
process, as the country balanced tradition with innovation.

Legacy and Global Significance

The Meiji Restoration’s profound impact extended beyond Japan’s borders,
influencing global geopolitics and industrial development. Japan’s emergence
as an imperial power in the decades following the restoration challenged



Western dominance in East Asia, culminating in victories such as the Russo-
Japanese War (1904-1905).

Moreover, Japan’s experience became a reference model for other non-Western
nations seeking modernization without colonization. The restoration
demonstrated how strategic political reform and industrialization could
fundamentally reshape a society’s fortunes within a relatively short
timeframe.

In contemporary Japan, the Meiji era remains a symbol of national resilience
and adaptability. Its legacy continues to inform debates on modernization,
cultural identity, and governance, highlighting the nuanced interplay between
continuity and change in historical transformation.

The Meiji Restoration

the meiji restoration: The Meiji Restoration Robert Hellyer, Harald Fuess, 2020-05-07 This
volume examines the Meiji Restoration through a global history lens to re-interpret the formation of
a globally-cast, Japanese nation-state.

the meiji restoration: The Meiji Restoration W. Beasley, 1972-06-01 First, there are questions
concerning the role and relative importance of internal and external factors in the pattern of events.
Did the activities of the Western powers prompt changes in Japan that would not otherwise have
taken place? Or did they merely hasten a process that had already begun? Similarly, did Western
civilization give a new direction to Japanese development, or do no more than provide the outward
forms through which indigenous change could manifest itself? Was it a matrix, or only a shopping
list? Second, how far was the evolution of modern Japan in some sense inevitable? Were the main
features of Meiji society already implicit in the Tempo reforms, only awaiting an appropriate trigger
to bring them into being? More narrowly, was the character of Meiji institutions determined by the
social composition of the anti-Tokugawa movement, or did it derive from a situation that took shape
only after the Bakufu was overthrown? This is to pose the problem of the relationship between
day-to-day politics and long-term socioeconomic change. One can argue, paraphrasing Toyama, that
the political controversy about foreign affairs provided the means by which basic socioeconomic
factors became effective; or one can say, with Sakata, that the relevance of socioeconomic change is
that it helped to decide the manner in which the fundamentally political ramifications of the foreign
question were worked out. The difference of emphasis is significant. Finally, have recent historians,
in their preoccupation with other issues, lost sight of something important in their relative neglect of
ideas qua ideas? Ought we perhaps to stop treating loyalty to the Emperor as simply a manifestation
of something else? After all, the men whose actions are the object of our study took that loyalty
seriously enough, certainly as an instrument of politics, if not as an article of faith.

the meiji restoration: Patriots and Redeemers in Japan George M. Wilson, 1992 Like the
French Revolution, the Meiji Restoration transformed a whole society. Japan was never the same
after 1868. The meaning of the events that led to the restoration has therefore profoundly concerned
historians, but most Western accounts probe only the dimension of political leadership, largely
ignoring the common people. In this book, George Wilson argues that the restoration was a total
national event--a revolution to redeem the whole realm of Japan--accomplished by samurai and
commoners alike. This study foregrounds the classic contest of agency versus structure, focusing on
the actors in Meiji Restoration history rather than the institutions through which they acted. Wilson
argues that the samurai who triumphed sought not only the patriotic goal of defending the realm
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against the external threat of Western imperialism but also the redemptive goal of rescuing the
realm from the bakufu's failures. The common people no less than the samurai elite wanted to save
Japan in its time of troubles. According to Wilson, redemption complemented patriotism as a motive
for both the elite and the general public, contributing a double force to Japan's rising nationalism.

the meiji restoration: Revisiting Japan’s Restoration Timothy Amos, Akiko Ishii, 2021-11-29
This volume presents the reader with thirty-one short chapters that capture an exciting new moment
in the study of the Meiji Restoration. The chapters offer a kaleidoscope of approaches and
interpretations of the Restoration that showcase the strengths of the most recent interpretative
trends in history writing on Japan while simultaneously offering new research pathways. On a scale
probably never before seen in the study of the Restoration outside Japan, the short chapters in this
volume reveal unique aspects of the transformative event and process not previously explored in
previous research. They do this in three core ways: through selecting and deploying different time
frames in their historical analysis; by creative experimentation with different spatial units through
which to ascertain historical experience; and by innovative selection of unique and highly original
topics for analysis. The volume offers students and teachers of Japanese history, modern history, and
East Asian studies an important resource for coming to grips with the multifaceted nature of Japan’s
nineteenth-century transformation. The volume will also have broader appeal to scholars working in
fields such as early modern/modern world history, global history, Asian modernities, gender studies,
economic history, and postcolonial studies.

the meiji restoration: To Stand with the Nations of the World Mark Ravina, 2017-09-15
The samurai radicals who overthrew the last shogun in 1868 promised to restore ancient and pure
Japanese ways. Foreign observers were terrified that Japan would lapse into violent xenophobia. But
the new Meiji government took an opposite course. It copied best practices from around the world,
building a powerful and modern Japanese nation with the help of European and American advisors.
While revering the Japanese past, the Meiji government boldly embraced the foreign and the new.
What explains this paradox? How could Japan's 1868 revolution be both modern and traditional, both
xenophobic and cosmopolitan? To Stand with the Nations of the World explains the paradox of the
Restoration through the forces of globalization. The Meiji Restoration was part of the global long
nineteenth century during which ambitious nation states like Japan, Britain, Germany, and the
United States challenged the world's great multi-ethnic empires--Ottoman, Qing, Romanov, and
Hapsburg. Japan's leaders wanted to celebrate Japanese uniqueness, but they also sought
international recognition. Rather than simply mimic world powers like Britain, they sought to make
Japan distinctly Japanese in the same way that Britain was distinctly British. Rather than sing God
Save the King, they created a Japanese national anthem with lyrics from ancient poetry, but
Western-style music. The Restoration also resonated with Japan's ancient past. In the 600s and 700s,
Japan was threatened by the Tang dynasty, a dynasty as powerful as the Roman empire. In order to
resist the Tang, Japanese leaders borrowed Tang methods, building a centralized Japanese state on
Tang models, and learning continental science and technology. As in the 1800s, Japan co-opted
international norms while insisting on Japanese distinctiveness. When confronting globalization in
1800s, Japan looked back to that ancient globalization of the 600s and 700s. The ancient past was
therefore not remote or distant, but immediate and vital.

the meiji restoration: The Meiji Restoration Harald Fuess, Robert I. Hellyer, 2020 The Meiji
Restoration began largely in private within the grounds of Kyoto's Imperial Palace. Following
meetings that commenced the previous day, on the morning of January 3, 1868, an alliance led by
samurai from the Satsuma and Choshu domains seized control of the palace complex, thereby
assuring their influence over the young emperor, Mutsuhito. Later that day, alliance leaders
proclaimed the restoration of imperial rule.1 In response to the proclamation, Tokugawa Yoshinobu,
who had abdicated his position as shogun a few months earlier, deployed his forces near Kyoto. In
the ensuing Battle of Toba-Fushimi, the alliance achieved a surprisingly easy victory and continued
to press its military advantage in central and northern Honshu throughout 1868 in what became
known as the Boshin War (1868-1869).--



the meiji restoration: The Emergence of Meiji Japan Marius B. Jansen, 1995-09-29 This
paperback edition brings together chapters from volume 5 of The Cambridge History of Japan. Japan
underwent momentous changes during the middle decades of the nineteenth century. This book
chronicles the hardships of the Tempo era in the 1830s, the crisis of values and confidence during
the last half century of Tokugawa rule, and the political process that finally brought down the
Tokugawa regime and ended centuries of warrior rule. It goes on to discuss the samurai rebellions
against the Meiji Restoration, and national movements for constitutional government which
indirectly resulted in the Meiji Constitution of 1889. The significance of Japan's Meiji transformation
for the rest of the world is the subject of the final chapter, in which Professor Akira Iriye discusses
Japan's drive to Great Power status. 'Constitutional rule at home, imperialism abroad', became new
goals for early twentieth-century Japan.

the meiji restoration: The Meiji Restoration William G. Beasley, 1973-01-01

the meiji restoration: Choshu in the Meiji Restoration Albert M. Craig, 2000-09-26 When
Commodore Perry arrived in Japan to open the country to Western trade in 1853, he found a
medieval amalgam of sword-bearing samurai, castle towns, Confucian academies, peasant villages,
rice paddies, upstart merchants, bath houses, and Kabuki. Fifteen years later, Japan was on its way
to becoming the only non-Western nation in the nineteenth century with a modern centralized
bureaucratic state and industrial economy. This book is a study of the Meiji Restoration that
changed the face of Japan. Prominent historian Albert M. Craig tells its story through that of the
domain of Choshu-whose role in the formation of modern Japan was not unlike that of Prussia in
Germany-during the fifteen crucial years between 1853 and 1868. Whereas previous studies have
stressed the role of discontented lower samurai and frustrated rich merchants and peasants in this
transition, claiming that they provided the motive power behind the political movements of the
Restoration period, this work sharply challenges these earlier interpretations. Craig instead
emphasizes the vitality of traditional values in Japan's early reaction to the West and foregrounds
the critical contribution of the old society to the formation of the new Meiji state. Choshu in the
Meiji Restoration is a seminal work for scholars and students of Japanese history.

the meiji restoration: Japan in Transition Marius B. Jansen, Gilbert Rozman, 2014-07-14 In this
book social scientists scrutinize the middle decades of the nineteenth century in Japan. That scrutiny
is important and overdue, for the period from the 1850s to the 1880s has usually been treated in
terms of politics and foreign relations. Yet those decades were also of pivotal importance in Japan's
institutional modernization. As the Japanese entered the world order, they experienced a massive
introduction of Western-style organizations. Sweeping reforms, without the class violence or the
Utopian appeal of revolution, created the foundation for a modern society. The Meiji Restoration
introduced a political transformation, but these chapters address the more gradual social transition.
Originally published in 1986. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

the meiji restoration: The Meiji Restoration Alistair D. Swale, 2009-11-04 The Meiji
Restoration of 1868 is one of the most astonishing political events of the modern era, yet it doesn't
fit easily with Western precedents of mass mobilization and social transformation. This book
challenges some of the preconceptions that have hindered the Restoration being understood on its
own terms.

the meiji restoration: The Meiji Restoration W. G. Beasley, 1981

the meiji restoration: Kido Takayoshi and the Meiji Restoration Sidney D. Brown, 1952

the meiji restoration: Sakamoto Ry?ma and the Meiji Restoration Marius B. Jansen, 1994
Jansen tells the story of the Restoration in the career and thought of Sakamoto Ryoma and, to a
lesser extent, Nakaoka Shintaro, each an example of the new type of political leader: idealistic,




individualistic, and patriotic.

the meiji restoration: Politics and Society in Japan's Meiji Restoration Anne Walthall, M.
William Steele, 2016-01-27 In the history of nineteenth-century imperialism, Japan is unique among
non-western countries for its ability to fend off foreign domination. In this volume, Anne Walthall
and M. William Steele examine how the tumultuous events happening inside Japan in the early
nineteenth century contributed to this resiliency against western supremacy. The Introduction
familiarizes students with the political and social conditions that contributed to Japans development
in the 1800s and details the events and causes of the Meiji Restoration, known among historians
today as the Meiji revolution. The documents, some translated here for the first time, provide
students with a range of perspectives on how Japanese people in the nineteenth century thought and
acted in dealing with foreign pressure and domestic discord. Document headnotes, a chronology,
questions for consideration, maps, and a bibliography all enrich students understanding of Japan on
the brink of modernity.

the meiji restoration: Meiji Ishin Michio Nagai, Miguel Urrutia, 1985

the meiji restoration: The Meiji Restoration and the Rise of Modern Japan ,

the meiji restoration: Commemorating Meiji D.V. Botsman, Adam Clulow, 2021-09-16 2018
marked the 150th anniversary of Japan’s Meiji Restoration, a milestone that the government of
Prime Minister Abe Shinzo has actively sought to highlight and celebrate. Whereas other studies
have focused on the events of the Meiji Restoration itself, this volume reflects upon the politically
charged history of commemorating Meiji, particularly in the twentieth century. This other history of
Meiji remains largely unknown outside of Japan, even though it is particularly relevant in the
aftermath of a wide range of government-sponsored celebrations marking the Meiji
Sesquicentennial. At moments of official historical commemoration, it is natural enough to imagine a
direct line linking the act of commemoration to the original event that is the ostensible focus of
remembrance and celebration. In fact, the commemoration of Meiji today cannot be understood
simply in terms of the relationship between the present and 1868, or even the longer Meiji period.
The chapters in this volume highlight the politics of memory as they played out across a series of
milestones over the twentieth century. Together they show the pressing need to look more closely at
issues of commemoration as a key topic in their own right. The chapters in this book were originally
published in Japanese Studies.

the meiji restoration: Revisiting Japan's Restoration Timothy D. Amos, Akiko Ishii,
2021-11-30 A collection of succinct, accessible and varied analyses, offering the most comprehensive
view of the Meiji Restoration ever compiled in the English language.

the meiji restoration: Japan and South East Asia: From the Meiji Restoration to 1945
Wolf Mendl, 2001
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