
the malazan of the fallen
The Malazan of the Fallen: A Journey Through Epic Fantasy

the malazan of the fallen is more than just a title in the realm of fantasy literature; it
represents an expansive, intricate universe crafted by Steven Erikson that has captivated
readers worldwide. This epic fantasy series is renowned for its complex characters,
sprawling narratives, and a richly developed world that challenges conventional
storytelling. Whether you’re a seasoned fantasy enthusiast or a newcomer intrigued by
immersive worlds, understanding the significance and allure of The Malazan of the Fallen
offers a rewarding glimpse into one of modern fantasy’s most ambitious sagas.

What Is The Malazan of the Fallen?

At its core, The Malazan of the Fallen is a ten-book series that plunges readers into a
multifaceted world of magic, war, gods, and ancient empires. Unlike many fantasy series
that focus on a singular protagonist or a linear storyline, The Malazan of the Fallen
weaves numerous plotlines and a vast cast of characters across different continents and
timelines. This narrative approach creates a deeply layered experience that often requires
attentive reading but rewards with profound storytelling and world-building.

The series is set in the Malazan Empire and its surrounding territories, where mortal and
divine forces clash, each with their own motivations and histories. It’s a world where
power is multifaceted—ranging from martial prowess to arcane mastery and godly
influence—and where the consequences of actions ripple through time and space.

Key Themes and Elements in The Malazan of the
Fallen

One of the defining features of The Malazan of the Fallen is its thematic depth. Erikson, a
trained anthropologist, infuses the series with explorations of history, culture, and
philosophy, making it resonate beyond mere adventure or fantasy tropes.

The Complexity of War and Empire

The series delves into the brutal realities of war, not just as battles or campaigns but as
catalysts for change and tragedy. The Malazan Empire itself is portrayed with nuance,
neither wholly villainous nor heroic. Readers see the empire’s expansionist ambitions, the
cost to its people, and the resistance from those it subjugates. This complex portrayal
challenges readers to consider the moral ambiguities of empire-building and the human
cost of conflict.



Magic Systems and the Warrens

Magic in The Malazan of the Fallen is unique and multifaceted. The Warrens and Holds
are magical realms that serve as the source of power for mages and supernatural beings.
Each Warren offers different abilities and connections to specific aspects of the world,
contributing to a dynamic and strategic use of magic within the narrative. This system
stands out for its originality and depth, encouraging readers to think about magic as an
integral part of the world’s ecology rather than a simple tool.

Mortality, Divinity, and Fate

The series frequently explores the tension between mortal agency and divine intervention.
Gods in the Malazan world are active participants, with their own politics and vendettas.
Yet, human characters often wrestle with their destinies and challenge the will of the
gods. This interplay creates philosophical questions about free will, predestination, and
the nature of power.

Notable Characters and Factions

Given the sprawling nature of The Malazan of the Fallen, the cast is vast and diverse. Here
are some key players and groups that exemplify the series' richness:

The Bridgeburners

This legendary military unit is central to several story arcs. Known for their camaraderie,
resilience, and tragic fates, the Bridgeburners embody the gritty, human side of war. Their
stories offer emotional depth amid the grander political and magical conflicts.

Quick Ben and Other Mages

Quick Ben is a fan-favorite character whose mysterious past and immense magical skill
make him a compelling figure. Alongside him, other mages represent the various uses of
Warrens, highlighting the diversity of the magical world.

The Tiste Andii and Other Races

The Malazan world is populated by a variety of races and cultures, such as the enigmatic
Tiste Andii, who bring their own histories and philosophies. This diversity enriches the
narrative, providing different perspectives and cultural conflicts.



Why The Malazan of the Fallen Appeals to Fantasy
Readers

The appeal of The Malazan of the Fallen lies in its ambition and depth. Readers who
appreciate complex narratives, morally grey characters, and immersive world-building find
it particularly satisfying. Here are some reasons why the series has garnered such a
dedicated following:

Epic Scope: The vastness of the world and intertwining storylines create a truly epic
experience.

Philosophical Undertones: Themes of existence, power, and morality add layers
beyond typical fantasy adventures.

Realistic Portrayals: Character relationships and emotions feel genuine, despite
the fantastical setting.

Innovative Magic: The Warrens system offers a fresh take on magical mechanics.

Tips for New Readers of The Malazan of the
Fallen

Starting The Malazan of the Fallen can be daunting due to its complexity and length. Here
are some tips to help new readers navigate this epic series:

Be Patient and Open-minded

The narrative can be dense and non-linear. It’s normal to feel confused initially. Allow the
story to unfold and trust that gaps will fill as you progress.

Use Supplemental Resources

Many fans find it helpful to use reading guides, forums, or companion glossaries. These
resources can clarify terminology, character relationships, and plot points without spoiling
surprises.

Focus on Characters



While the world and plot are vast, grounding yourself in key characters’ stories can
provide an emotional anchor and make the epic events more relatable.

Enjoy the World-Building

Pay attention to the cultures, histories, and mythologies Erikson creates. These details
enrich the narrative and make the world feel alive.

The Legacy of The Malazan of the Fallen

Since its initial publication in the early 2000s, The Malazan of the Fallen has influenced a
new generation of fantasy writers and readers. Its willingness to push boundaries—both in
storytelling and thematic exploration—has carved a unique place in the genre. Beyond the
original series, the Malazan universe has expanded through prequels, spin-offs, and
graphic novels, inviting readers to dive even deeper.

For those who enjoy intricate plots, philosophical reflections, and morally complex
characters, The Malazan of the Fallen offers a rewarding journey. It’s a testament to the
power of fantasy not just as escapism but as a medium for exploring profound human
experiences.

As you venture into the world of Malazan, prepare to be challenged, surprised, and utterly
immersed in one of fantasy literature’s most remarkable creations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Malazan Book of the Fallen' series about?
'The Malazan Book of the Fallen' is an epic fantasy series by Steven Erikson that follows
complex storylines involving gods, magic, and empires in a richly detailed world. It
explores themes of war, power, and humanity through multiple interwoven narratives.

Who are the main characters in 'The Malazan Book of
the Fallen'?
The series features a vast cast of characters, including soldiers like Anomander Rake,
soldiers of the Malazan Empire like Adjunct Lorn, soldiers of the Bridgeburners, and
powerful ascendants such as Quick Ben and Karsa Orlong. Each book often focuses on
different key figures.

In what order should I read 'The Malazan Book of the



Fallen' series?
The recommended reading order is to start with the main series, which consists of ten
books beginning with 'Gardens of the Moon'. Some readers also explore the related
novellas and the 'Kharkanas Trilogy' prequels after finishing the main series.

What makes 'The Malazan Book of the Fallen' unique
compared to other fantasy series?
The series is known for its complex world-building, multi-layered plotlines, and morally
ambiguous characters. Its narrative style is dense and non-linear, challenging readers but
offering a deeply rewarding experience with themes of existentialism and the nature of
conflict.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Malazan Book of the
Fallen' series?
As of 2024, there are no official TV or film adaptations of 'The Malazan Book of the Fallen'.
However, the series has a dedicated fan base and there have been discussions and interest
in adapting it for screen, but no concrete projects have been announced.

Additional Resources
The Malazan of the Fallen: An In-Depth Exploration of Steven Erikson’s Epic Fantasy Saga

the malazan of the fallen stands as one of the most ambitious and complex fantasy
series ever crafted. Penned by Canadian author Steven Erikson, this sprawling saga has
garnered a dedicated global readership since the publication of its first volume, "Gardens
of the Moon," in 1999. Known for its intricate world-building, multifaceted characters, and
philosophical depth, The Malazan Book of the Fallen challenges traditional fantasy
narratives, making it a subject of extensive literary discussion and analysis.

Understanding The Malazan of the Fallen

The Malazan of the Fallen is a ten-book epic fantasy series that defies easy categorization.
It spans continents, cultures, and millennia within its richly developed universe. Unlike
many fantasy series that follow a linear storyline or focus on a single protagonist, The
Malazan Book of the Fallen employs a multi-perspective narrative structure. This approach
offers readers an expansive view of a world teetering on the brink of cataclysm, populated
by gods, ascendants, soldiers, mages, and common folk alike.

At its core, the series explores themes of power, empire, sacrifice, and the human
condition, wrapped in a narrative that is as much about the metaphysical as it is about
military campaigns and political intrigue. The Malazan world is layered with mythology
and history, meticulously constructed to provide a sense of realism and depth rarely seen
in fantasy literature.



World-Building and Setting

One of the defining features of The Malazan of the Fallen is its extensive world-building.
Erikson, an anthropologist by training, infuses the narrative with a cultural and historical
richness that elevates the series beyond mere escapism. The Malazan Empire itself is a
dominant force within the series, but the story also traverses various other realms and
cultures such as the Tiste Andii, the Letherii, and the Jaghut.

The geography of the Malazan world is vast, encompassing sprawling cities, ancient ruins,
magical warrens, and battle-scarred landscapes. These diverse settings serve not only as
backdrops but as active components that influence the plot and character development.
The complexity of the world encourages readers to engage deeply with the text, often
requiring multiple readings to fully grasp the nuances.

Complex Characters and Moral Ambiguity

Unlike many traditional fantasy epics that hinge on clear distinctions between good and
evil, The Malazan of the Fallen thrives in moral ambiguity. Characters are rarely wholly
virtuous or villainous; instead, they exist in shades of grey, reflecting the complexity of
real human motivations and choices.

Prominent characters such as Anomander Rake, Quick Ben, and Whiskeyjack each bring
unique perspectives and ethical dilemmas to the narrative. Their arcs intertwine with
larger themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the costs of war. Erikson’s skillful character
development ensures that readers are continually challenged to reassess their sympathies
and understandings of justice and sacrifice.

Stylistic and Narrative Techniques

The narrative style of The Malazan of the Fallen is notable for its density and
sophistication. Erikson employs a non-linear timeline, frequent shifts in point of view, and
a richly descriptive prose style that can be both immersive and demanding. This
complexity has led to varied reader experiences: some hail the series as a masterpiece of
modern fantasy, while others find its intricacy a barrier to entry.

The Role of Magic and the Warrens

Magic in The Malazan universe is intricately intertwined with the concept of
Warrens—mystical realms that characters access to wield power. These Warrens are not
merely sources of magic but are depicted almost as characters themselves, with histories,
personalities, and conflicts. The use of Warrens provides a unique system of magic that
stands apart from more conventional fantasy tropes like elemental magic or spellcasting.



Thematic Depth and Philosophical Undertones

Beyond its fantasy veneer, The Malazan Book of the Fallen delves into philosophical
questions about existence, suffering, and redemption. Erikson explores the consequences
of empire-building, the nature of gods and mortals, and the cyclical patterns of history.
This thematic depth contributes to the series’ reputation not only as entertainment but as
a work of literary significance.

Comparative Analysis: The Malazan of the Fallen
versus Other Epic Fantasies

When comparing The Malazan of the Fallen to other landmark fantasy series such as J.R.R.
Tolkien’s "The Lord of the Rings" or George R.R. Martin’s "A Song of Ice and Fire," several
distinctions emerge.

Scope and Scale: While Tolkien’s work is often centered on a singular quest and
Martin’s on political intrigue within a defined realm, The Malazan series spans
multiple continents, races, and timelines, offering a broader canvas.

Narrative Complexity: Erikson’s narrative is more fragmented and requires active
engagement, contrasting with Tolkien’s more straightforward storytelling and
Martin’s character-driven plots.

Thematic Complexity: All three explore power and morality, but Malazan’s
philosophical depth and existential inquiries set it apart.

World-Building: Each series excels here, but Malazan’s anthropological approach
adds layers of societal and historical realism.

These comparisons highlight why The Malazan of the Fallen appeals to readers seeking a
challenging and rewarding fantasy experience that pushes beyond genre conventions.

Pros and Cons of Engaging with The Malazan of the
Fallen

Engaging with The Malazan of the Fallen offers numerous rewards, but it also presents
challenges:

Pros:1.

Rich, immersive world-building that rewards careful reading.



Complex characters with nuanced motivations.

Deep thematic exploration of philosophical and existential questions.

Innovative magic systems and narrative structures.

Cons:2.

Dense prose and complex plotlines can be intimidating for new readers.

Non-linear storytelling may cause confusion without attentive reading.

Minimal hand-holding; the narrative expects readers to piece together context.

Despite these challenges, many readers find the series’ depth and ambition to be
unmatched in contemporary fantasy literature.

Impact and Legacy in Modern Fantasy

Since its debut, The Malazan of the Fallen has influenced a new generation of fantasy
authors and expanded the boundaries of what epic fantasy can achieve. Its success has
also led to companion works, including Ian C. Esslemont’s Novels of the Malazan Empire,
which complement Erikson’s narrative.

The series’ reputation as a complex, high-caliber fantasy saga has solidified its place
alongside other genre-defining works. Its influence is evident in the increasing appetite for
fantasy that challenges readers intellectually and emotionally, rather than simply
providing escapist entertainment.

The Malazan of the Fallen, with its depth, complexity, and philosophical richness, remains
a landmark achievement in fantasy literature. It continues to inspire discussion, analysis,
and appreciation from fans and scholars alike, cementing its status as a modern classic
within the genre.

The Malazan Of The Fallen

  the malazan of the fallen: Malazan Book of the Fallen: Books 1-4 Steven Erikson,
2018-02-13 This discounted Malazan Book of the Fallen ebundle includes: Gardens of the Moon,
Deadhouse Gates, Memories of Ice, House of Chains “I stand slack-jawed in awe of The Malazan
Book of the Fallen.” —Glen Cook In this epic fantasy series, Steven Erikson draws on his twenty
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years of experience as an anthropologist and archaeologist, as well as his expert storytelling skills.
Vast legions of gods, mages, humans, dragons and all manner of creatures play out the fate of the
Malazan Empire, with action and battle scenes among the most brutal and exciting in fantasy.
Malazan Book of the Fallen Gardens of the Moon Deadhouse Gates Memories of Ice House of Chains
Midnight Tides The Bonehunters Reaper’s Gale Toll the Hounds Dust of Dreams The Crippled God
The Kharkanas Trilogy Forge of Darkness Fall of Light Walk in Shadow* Other books in the world of
Malaz by Ian C. Esslemont The Malazan Empire Night of Knives Return of the Crimson Guard
Stonewielder Orb Sceptre Throne Blood and Bone Assail Path to Ascendancy Dancer’s Lament
Deadhouse Landing At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
  the malazan of the fallen: The Bonehunters Steven Erikson, 2008-07-01 The Seven Cities
Rebellion has been crushed. Sha'ik is dead. One last rebel force remains, holed up in the city of
Y'Ghatan and under the fanatical command of Leoman of the Flails. The prospect of laying siege to
this ancient fortress makes the battle-weary Malaz 14th Army uneasy. For it was here that the
Empire's greatest champion Dassem Ultor was slain and a tide of Malazan blood spilled. A place of
foreboding, its smell is of death. But elsewhere, agents of a far greater conflict have made their
opening moves. The Crippled God has been granted a place in the pantheon, a schism threatens and
sides must be chosen. Whatever each god decides, the ground-rules have changed, irrevocably,
terrifyingly and the first blood spilled will be in the mortal world. A world in which a host of
characters, familiar and new, including Heboric Ghost Hands, the possessed Apsalar, Cutter, once a
thief now a killer, the warrior Karsa Orlong and the two ancient wanderers Icarium and Mappo--each
searching for such a fate as they might fashion with their own hands, guided by their own will. If
only the gods would leave them alone. But now that knives have been unsheathed, the gods are
disinclined to be kind. There shall be war, war in the heavens. And, the prize? Nothing less than
existence itself... Here is the stunning new chapter in Steven Erikson's magnificent Malazan Book of
the Fallen--hailed as an epic of the imagination and acknowledged as a fantasy classic in the making.
  the malazan of the fallen: Deadhouse Gates Steven Erikson, 2005-02 In the vast dominion of
Seven Cities, in the Holy Desert Raraku, the seer Sha'ik and her followers prepare for the
long-prophesied uprising known as the Whirlwind. Unprecedented in size and savagery, this
maelstrom of fanaticism and bloodlust will embroil the Malazan Empire in one of the bloodiest
conflicts it has ever known, shaping destinies and giving birth to legends . . . Set in a brilliantly
realized world ravaged by dark, uncontrollable magic, this thrilling novel of war, intrigue and
betrayal confirms Steven Eirkson as a storyteller of breathtaking skill, imagination and originality--a
new master of epic fantasy.
  the malazan of the fallen: The Crippled God Steven Erikson, 2011-03 Savaged by the K
  the malazan of the fallen: The Bonehunters Steven Erikson, 2007-09-18 The sixth volume in
Eriksons truly epic fantasy sequence begins as The Seven Cities Rebellion has been crushed. Dogged
by self-doubt and ill omens, the 14th Army must lay siege to the city, and Adjunct Tavore must seek
to outwit Leoman of the Flails, the deadliest foe she has ever faced.
  the malazan of the fallen: Dust of Dreams Steven Erikson, 2010-01-19 The last remaining
remanant of the exiled Malazan, commanded by Adjunct Tavore, heads for a confrontation with an
unknown enemy in the eastern Wastelands, where unbeknownst to them, other gods and armies, old
and new, are assembling for a showdown.
  the malazan of the fallen: Reaper's Gale Steven Erikson, 2008-03-04 A clash of warriors
draws closer as Rhulad Sengar, the Emperor of a Thousand Deaths, spirals into madness,
surrounded by sycophants and agents of his Machiavellian chancellor. Against this backdrop, a band
of fugitives seek a way out of the empire, but one of them, Fear Sengar, must find the soul of
Scabandari Bloodeye. It is his hope that the soul might help halt the Tiste Edur, and so save his
brother, the emperor.
  the malazan of the fallen: House of Chains Steven Erikson, 2006-08-22 Fantasy-roman.
  the malazan of the fallen: The Complete Malazan Book of the Fallen Steven Erikson,



2014-01-28 All ten volumes of New York Times bestselling author Steven Erikson’s epic fantasy
series featuring vast legions of gods, mages, humans, and dragons battling for destiny of the
Malazan Empire are collected together in one e-Book bundle. In this epic fantasy series, Erikson
draws on his twenty years of experience as an anthropologist and archaeologist, as well as his expert
storytelling skills. The Complete Malazan Book of the Fallen includes: Gardens of the Moon
Deadhouse Gates Memories of Ice House of Chains Midnight Tides The Bonehunters Reaper's Gale
Toll the Hounds Dust of Dreams The Crippled God At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold
without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  the malazan of the fallen: Gardens of the Moon Steven Erikson, 2004-06 Follows the perils of
the citizens of the warring Malazan Empire.
  the malazan of the fallen: Memories of Ice Steven Erikson, 2005-11 Marking the return of
many characters from Gardens of the Moon and introducing a host of remarkable new players, this
novel is both a momentous new chapter in Erikson's magnificent epic fantasy and a triumph of
storytelling.
  the malazan of the fallen: Midnight Tides Steven Erikson, 2007-04-17 The five tribes of the
Tiste Edur have finally been united under the implacable rule of the Warlock King of Hiroth, but
their peace has made at the cost of a pact made with a hidden power, and ancient forces are
awakening that may destroy them all.
  the malazan of the fallen: Toll the Hounds Steven Erikson, 2008-09-16 While the city of
Darujhistan becomes increasingly subject to assassins, tyrants, and the oppressive summer weather,
Anomander Raks, Son of Darkness, plots a deadly revenge from the distant city of Black Coral.
  the malazan of the fallen: Deadhouse Gates Steven Erikson, 2024-08-27
  the malazan of the fallen: The Bonehunters (Malazan Book 6) Steven Erikson, 2007-04-13
The Seven Cities Rebellion is over, Sha'ik is dead, but a last rebel force remains, holed up in the city
of Y'Ghatan under the fanatical command of Leoman of the Flails. The prospect of laying siege to
this ancient fortress makes the battle-weary Malaz 14th Army uneasy - for it was here that the
Empire's greatest champion Dassem Ultor was slain and a tide of Malazan blood spilled... But agents
of a far greater conflict have made their opening moves. The Crippled God has been granted a place
in the pantheon, a schism threatens, sides must be chosen but whatever each god decides, the rules
have changed - and the first blood spilled will be in the mortal world: a world in which a host of
characters, familiar and new, search for a fate that they might fashion by their own will. If only the
gods would leave them alone. But gods are disinclined to be kind. There shall be war, war in the
heavens. And the prize? Nothing less than existence itself...
  the malazan of the fallen: The Crippled God Steven Erikson, 2011-03-01 Savaged by the
K'Chain Nah'Ruk, the Bonehunters march for Kolanse, where waits an unknown fate. Tormented by
questions, the army totters on the edge of mutiny, but Adjunct Tavore will not relent. One final act
remains, if it is in her power, if she can hold her army together, if the shaky allegiances she has
forged can survive all that is to come. A woman with no gifts of magic, deemed plain,
unprepossessing, displaying nothing to instill loyalty or confidence, Tavore Paran of House Paran
means to challenge the gods – if her own troops don't kill her first. Awaiting Tavore and her allies
are the Forkrul Assail, the final arbiters of humanity. Drawing upon an alien power terrible in its
magnitude, they seek to cleanse the world, to annihilate every human, every civilization, in order to
begin anew. They welcome the coming conflagration of slaughter, for it shall be of their own
devising, and it pleases them to know that, in the midst of the enemies gathering against them, there
shall be betrayal. In the realm of Kurald Galain, home to the long lost city of Kharkanas, a mass of
refugees stand upon the First Shore. Commanded by Yedan Derryg, the Watch, they await the
breaching of Lightfall, and the coming of the Tiste Liosan. This is a war they cannot win, and they
will die in the name of an empty city and a queen with no subjects. Elsewhere, the three Elder Gods,
Kilmandaros, Errastas and Sechul Lath, work to shatter the chains binding Korabas, the Otataral
Dragon, from her eternal prison. Once freed, she will rise as a force of devastation, and against her
no mortal can stand. At the Gates of Starvald Demelain, the Azath House sealing the portal is dying.



Soon will come the Eleint, and once more, there will be dragons in the world.
  the malazan of the fallen: Dust of Dreams Steven Erikson, 2010-04-01 The penultimate book
in the acclaimed Malazan Book of the Fallen fantasy series On the Letherii continent the exiled
Malazan army commanded by Adjunct Tavore begins its march into the eastern Wastelands, to fight
for an unknown cause against an enemy it has never seen. The fate awaiting the Bonehunters is one
no soldier can prepare for, and one no mortal soul can withstand - the foe is uncertainty and the only
weapon worth wielding is stubborn courage. In war everyone loses, and this brutal truth can be
found in the eyes of every soldier in every world. Destinies are never simple. Truths are neither clear
nor sharp. The Tales of the Malazan Book of the Fallen are drawing to a close in a distant place,
beneath indifferent skies, as the last great army of the Malazan Empire seeks a final battle in the
name of redemption. Final questions remain to be answered: can one's deeds be heroic when no one
is there to see it? Can that which is unwitnessed forever change the world? The answers await the
Bonehunters, beyond the Wastelands...
  the malazan of the fallen: Midnight Tides Steven Erikson, 2009-05-27 After decades of
warfare, the tribes of the Tiste Edur have at last united under the rule of the Warlock King. But
peace has been exacted at a terrible price - a pact made with a hidden power whose motives are at
best suspect, at worst deadly. To the south, the expansionist kingdom of Lether has devoured all of
its less-civilised neighbours with rapacious hunger. All save one - the Tiste Edur. But Lether is
approaching a long-prophesied renaissance that it will take it from a kingdom and lost colony to an
empire reborn - and has fixed its gaze on the rich lands of the Tiste Edur. It would seem inevitable
that the tribes will surrender, succumbing to the suffocating weight of gold, or to slaughter at the
edge of a sword. Or so Destiny has decreed. A pivotal treaty between the two sides nears, but
unknown ancient forces are awakening. For the impending struggle between these two peoples is
but a pale reflection of an altogether more profound, primal battle - a confrontation driven by a
still-raw betrayal and a craving for vengeance. War and confrontation, magic and myth collide in
this, the stunning fifth chapter in Steven Erikson's magnificent The Malazan Book of the Fallen - a
series hailed as an epic of the imagination and a classic work of high fantasy.
  the malazan of the fallen: House of Chains Steven Erikson, 2009-07-15 'I stand slack-jawed in
awe of The Malazan Book of the Fallen. This masterwork of the imagination may be the high
watermark of epic fantasy.' Glen Cook 'This is true myth in the making, a drawing upon fantasy to
recreate histories and legends as rich as any found within our culture' Interzone In Northern
Genabackis, just before the events recounted in Gardens of the Moon, a raiding party of tribal
warriors descends from the mountains into the southern flat lands. Their intention is to wreak havoc
among the despised lowlanders but for one amongst their number, it is the beginning of an
extraordinary destiny. His name is Karsa Orlong. Some years later, it is the aftermath of the Chain of
Dogs. Coltaine, revered commander of the Malazan 7th Army, is dead. And now Tavore, sister of
Ganoes Paran and Adjunct to the Empress, recently arrived at the last remaining Malazan
stronghold of the Seven Cities, must take charge. Untested and new to command, she must hone a
small army of twelve thousand soldiers, mostly raw recruits, into a viable fighting force and lead
them against the masses of Sha'ik's Whirlwind. Her only hope of success rests with the few
remaining survivors from Coltaine's legendary march. In distant Raraku, in the heart of the Holy
Desert, the seer Sha'ik waits with her increasingly restless rebel army. And waiting is never easy,
especially when a disparate collection of warlords - tribal chiefs, High Mages, a renegade Malazan
Fist and his sorceror - is locked in a vicious power struggle that threatens to tear the rebellion apart
from within. And Sha'ik herself suffers, haunted by the private knowledge of the one she knows is
her nemesis . . . So begins this epic novel of war, intrigue, betrayal and magic - the awesome fourth
chapter in one of the landmark works of epic fantasy, Steven Erikson's The Malazan Book of the
Fallen. 'The most masterful piece of fiction I have ever read. It has single-handedly changed
everything we thought we knew about fantasy literature and redefined what is possible.' SF Site
'Arguably the best fantasy series ever written.' Fantasy Book Review
  the malazan of the fallen: Gardens Of The Moon Steven Erikson, 2009-07-28 Bled dry by



interminable warfare, infighting and bloody confrontations with Lord Anomander Rake and his Tiste
Andii, the vast, sprawling Malazan empire simmers with discontent. Even its imperial legions yearn
for some respite. For Sergeant Whiskeyjack and his Bridgeburners, and for Tattersail - sole surviving
sorceress of the Second Legion - the aftermath of the siege of Pale should have been a time to mourn
the dead. But Darujhistan, the last of the Free Cities of Genabackis, still holds out against the empire
- and Empress Lasseen's ambition knows no bounds. However, it seems the empire is not alone in
this great game. Sinister forces gather as the gods themselves prepare to play their hand . . .
Conceived and written on an epic scale, Gardens of the Moon is a breathtaking achievement - a
novel in which grand design, a dark and complex mythology, wild and wayward magic and a host of
enduring characters combine with thrilling, powerful storytelling to resounding effect.
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