temples of the african gods

**Temples of the African Gods: Exploring Sacred Spaces and Spiritual
Heritage**

Temples of the African gods are more than just ancient architectural marvels;
they are vibrant centers of spirituality, culture, and history. These sacred
spaces serve as a testament to Africa’s rich religious traditions, many of
which continue to thrive today. From the sun-drenched landscapes of Egypt to
the lush forests of West Africa, these temples offer a glimpse into the
diverse pantheon of African deities and the communities that honor them.

Exploring the temples dedicated to African gods reveals not only the devotion
of their worshippers but also the intricate artistry, symbolism, and rituals
that have been preserved through centuries. Whether you are a history
enthusiast, a spiritual seeker, or simply curious about African heritage,
understanding these temples enriches your appreciation of the continent’s
profound spiritual legacy.

The Spiritual Significance of Temples of the
African Gods

Temples dedicated to African gods are deeply embedded in the cultural fabric
of various ethnic groups across the continent. These sacred structures often
act as the focal point for religious ceremonies, community gatherings, and
rites of passage. Unlike many Western religious buildings, African temples
are often integrated into the natural environment, emphasizing harmony
between the divine, humanity, and the earth.

Centers of Worship and Community Life

Many African temples are not just places of individual prayer but serve as
communal spaces where people come together to celebrate festivals, seek
guidance from priests or oracles, and perform traditional dances and music.
For instance, in Yoruba culture, the temples dedicated to deities such as
Olokun, Ogun, or Sango are hubs where the community connects with their
ancestors and the spiritual realm.

The role of the temple priest or priestess is also crucial. They act as
intermediaries between the gods and the people, facilitating rituals,
divination, and healing practices that have been handed down through
generations.



Iconic Temples and Sacred Sites Across Africa

When thinking of temples of the African gods, some iconic sites come to
mind—each with its own unique history and spiritual significance.

The Temples of Ancient Egypt

Perhaps the most renowned African temples are those of Ancient Egypt. The
sprawling complexes of Karnak, Luxor, and Abu Simbel were dedicated to gods
like Amun-Ra, Isis, Osiris, and Horus. These temples were architectural
masterpieces, adorned with hieroglyphics, colossal statues, and intricate
reliefs that narrated stories of gods and pharaohs.

Egyptian temples were not only religious centers but also political and
economic hubs. They housed priests, scribes, and artisans, and played a key
role in the governance of the land. Even today, the grandeur of these
monuments continues to captivate visitors and scholars alike.

Yoruba Temples in Nigeria

In West Africa, particularly Nigeria, the Yoruba people have maintained a
rich tradition of temple worship dedicated to their pantheon of orishas
(deities). Temples such as the Osun-0Osogbo Sacred Grove serve as spiritual
sanctuaries where rituals honoring the goddess Osun are performed.

These shrines are often nestled within natural settings—forests, riversides,
or groves—highlighting the Yoruba belief in the interconnectedness of nature
and divinity. The Osun Festival, held annually, draws thousands of devotees
and tourists, showcasing vibrant ceremonies, drumming, and dance.

The Great Zimbabwe Ruins

While not a temple in the traditional sense, the Great Zimbabwe ruins in
Southern Africa are believed to have had significant spiritual functions. The
massive stone structures, dating back to the 11th century, are thought to
have been a royal palace and a spiritual center where ancestral worship and
rituals to African gods took place.

This UNESCO World Heritage site reflects the sophisticated society that
flourished in the region and their reverence for spiritual power linked to
both ancestors and deities.



Architectural Features of Temples of the
African Gods

Unlike the towering spires of European cathedrals or the ornate pagodas of
Asia, African temples often blend seamlessly with their surroundings. The
architectural styles vary widely, reflecting local materials, climate, and
cultural preferences.

Natural Materials and Symbolism

Many African temples use earth, wood, stone, and clay to create structures
that are both durable and symbolic. For example, the use of mud-brick in the
Sahel region or stone in Zimbabwe speaks to the availability of resources and
the spiritual significance attributed to those materials.

Symbolism is abundant in the layout and decoration of these temples. Carvings
of animals, ancestral figures, and cosmological motifs communicate stories
and spiritual beliefs. The orientation of the temple—facing the river, the
sun, or specific landmarks—often holds ritual importance.

Open-Air Temples and Sacred Groves

In some African traditions, temples are not enclosed buildings but sacred
groves or open-air spaces where altars, shrines, and ritual objects are
placed. These natural temples emphasize the living essence of the gods who
are believed to inhabit nature itself.

The use of sacred groves is especially prevalent in West African religions,
where the spirits of the forest and waters are honored alongside the major
deities. These spaces are protected and maintained by the local community,
further strengthening social bonds and spiritual identity.

Rituals and Practices in Temples of the African
Gods

Understanding the rituals performed in African temples offers deeper insight
into the spiritual lives of their devotees. These practices often blend
music, dance, offerings, and divination to create immersive experiences.



Offerings and Sacrifices

Offerings to African gods can include food, drink, animal sacrifices, and
symbolic objects. These acts are expressions of gratitude, requests for
blessings, or attempts to appease the spirits. For example, in the Yoruba
tradition, offerings to Ogun might include palm wine and kola nuts, while
Osun might receive honey and flowers.

The timing and nature of these offerings are guided by priests and are often
accompanied by prayers and chants to invoke the deity’s presence.

Music, Dance, and Spirit Possession

Music and dance are integral to rituals in many African temples. Drumming
patterns and songs invite the gods to descend and communicate with
worshippers. In some traditions, spirit possession is a central element,
where devotees become vessels for divine messages or healing powers.

These ecstatic ceremonies are not only spiritually significant but also
affirm cultural identity and community cohesion.

Preserving and Reviving Temples of the African
Gods

Modern challenges such as urbanization, religious shifts, and political
changes have threatened many traditional temples of the African gods.
However, there is a growing movement to preserve these sacred sites and
revive indigenous spiritual practices.

Tourism and Cultural Education

Increasing interest in African heritage has led to the development of
cultural tourism centered around temples and sacred sites. This not only
provides economic benefits to local communities but also raises awareness
about the importance of these spiritual centers.

Educational programs and collaborations with local custodians help document
rituals, oral histories, and architectural details, ensuring that future
generations can connect with their ancestral roots.



Interfaith Dialogue and Respect

In a continent marked by religious diversity, promoting respect for African
traditional religions alongside Christianity, Islam, and other faiths is
essential. Temples of the African gods serve as a reminder of Africa’s
pluralistic spiritual landscape and the need for harmony among different
beliefs.

Efforts by scholars, activists, and religious leaders to foster understanding
and protect sacred spaces contribute to a richer, more inclusive cultural
narrative.

The temples of the African gods are truly windows into the continent’s soul,
blending history, spirituality, and community. Whether standing amidst the
towering columns of an Egyptian temple, walking through the sacred groves of
Yoruba land, or contemplating the ancient stones of Great Zimbabwe, one
encounters a profound connection between humans and the divine that has
endured for millennia. Exploring these sacred spaces invites us to appreciate
the depth and diversity of African spirituality and the timeless human quest
for meaning beyond the material world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Temples of the African Gods?

The Temples of the African Gods refer to sacred places of worship dedicated
to various deities within African traditional religions, reflecting the
diverse spiritual beliefs across the continent.

Which African gods are commonly worshipped in these
temples?

Commonly worshipped African gods include Orisha like Shango and Oshun in
Yoruba tradition, Nzambi in Kongo beliefs, and Amma in Dogon religion, among
many others depending on the region and ethnic group.

Where are some famous temples of African gods
located?

Famous temples include the Osun-0sogbo Sacred Grove in Nigeria, dedicated to
the goddess Osun, and the Temple of Ifa in Ile-Ife, also in Nigeria, which is
a center for Yoruba religious practices.



How do these temples influence African culture
today?

These temples serve as centers for cultural preservation, religious
ceremonies, festivals, and community gatherings, playing a vital role in
maintaining African heritage and spiritual identity.

Can visitors or tourists visit the Temples of the
African Gods?

Yes, many temples like the Osun-0sogbo Sacred Grove are open to visitors and
tourists, offering insights into African spirituality, art, and traditions,
though respectful behavior and adherence to local customs are expected.

How are rituals performed in the Temples of the
African Gods?

Rituals often involve offerings, drumming, dancing, chanting, and prayers led
by priests or priestesses, aiming to honor the gods, seek blessings,
protection, and maintain harmony between humans and the spiritual world.

Additional Resources

Temples of the African Gods: Exploring Sacred Spaces and Spiritual Heritage

temples of the african gods represent some of the most profound and ancient
spiritual sites on the continent, embodying the rich and diverse religious
traditions of African cultures. These temples serve not only as places of
worship but also as cultural hubs where history, mythology, and communal
identity converge. As Africa's spiritual landscape attracts growing interest
from scholars, tourists, and practitioners alike, understanding the
significance and characteristics of these sacred spaces reveals much about
the continent’s complex religious fabric.

The Role of Temples in African Traditional
Religions

Unlike many Western religious traditions, African indigenous religions often
emphasize communal worship, ancestor veneration, and the interconnectedness
of the spiritual and physical worlds. Temples of the African gods, therefore,
function as more than architectural structures; they are living centers of
ritual, ceremony, and transmission of oral traditions.

In many African societies, gods and deities are seen as manifestations of
natural forces or ancestral spirits, each associated with specific temples or



shrines. These spaces are meticulously maintained by priests, diviners, or
spiritual leaders who oversee rituals, sacrifices, and festivals designed to
maintain harmony between humans, nature, and the divine.

Architectural Features and Symbolism

The architectural styles of temples dedicated to African gods vary widely
across regions, reflecting local materials, climatic conditions, and cultural
aesthetics. For example, Yoruba temples in Nigeria often feature carved
wooden doors and sculptural motifs representing deities such as Ogun or
Sango, while in Ethiopia, rock-hewn churches and shrines symbolize a fusion
of Christian and indigenous traditions.

Common features include:
e Open or semi-open courtyards: Facilitating communal gatherings and
outdoor rituals.

e Altars and sacred objects: Used for offerings and communication with the
divine.

e Symbolic decorations: Masks, totems, and carvings representing spirits
or natural elements.

e Natural integration: Many temples incorporate sacred groves, rivers, or
mountains considered holy.

These elements serve both practical and symbolic functions, emphasizing the
holistic worldview prevalent in African spiritual systems.

Regional Variations of African Temples

Africa’s vastness and ethnic diversity have produced a wide array of temples
dedicated to various gods. Examining some regional examples helps illustrate
this diversity.

West African Temples: The Yoruba Pantheon

In West Africa, particularly Nigeria and Benin, Yoruba religion remains a
vibrant tradition. The Yoruba pantheon includes over 400 deities called
Orishas, each governing aspects of nature and human endeavor. Temples
dedicated to Orishas such as Olokun (god of the sea) and Esu (messenger



deity) are integral to Yoruba communities.

These temples often serve as centers for Ifa divination, a complex system of
communication with the spiritual world through intricate rituals and oral
poetry. The religious leaders, known as Babalawos, maintain the temples and
guide worshippers in ceremonies that can include drumming, dance, and
offerings.

East African Sacred Sites: The Case of Ethiopia

In East Africa, Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity has blended with indigenous
beliefs, resulting in unique sacred spaces that can be considered temples of
African gods in a syncretic sense. The ancient rock-hewn churches of
Lalibela, for instance, are revered not only as Christian sites but also as
embodiments of spiritual power that resonate with pre-Christian traditions.

Elsewhere in the region, Lugbara and Acholi peoples maintain shrines
dedicated to ancestral spirits and nature gods, often located in forest
groves or near water sources. These sites function as both temples and living
museums of cultural heritage.

Southern Africa: The Zulu and Shona Traditions

Southern Africa also features significant temples and shrines dedicated to
gods and ancestral spirits. The Zulu people, for instance, venerate ancestors
through ritual sites known as amathongo, which may include caves, hills, or
specially constructed shrines.

Similarly, the Shona of Zimbabwe maintain sacred spaces where Mwari, the
supreme god, is worshipped. These temples are often linked to rainmaking
ceremonies and agricultural fertility, critical aspects of Shona life.

Contemporary Relevance and Challenges

As Africa modernizes and urbanizes, temples of the African gods face both
opportunities and challenges. On one hand, there is a resurgence of interest
in traditional religions, partly as a response to globalization and the
search for cultural identity. Temples and shrines are being revitalized, and
traditional rituals are gaining renewed visibility in public life.

On the other hand, urban development, religious conversion, and political
changes sometimes threaten these sacred sites. Many temples located in rural
areas struggle to maintain their relevance for younger generations, while
some face physical destruction or neglect.



Tourism and Cultural Preservation

Tourism presents both a chance and a risk for temples of the African gods.
Sites such as the Ifa temples in Nigeria or the rock-hewn churches of
Ethiopia attract international visitors, fostering economic benefits and
cultural exchange. However, commercialization can also dilute the sacredness
of these places or lead to misrepresentations.

Efforts by cultural preservationists and local communities focus on
sustainable tourism models, ensuring that temples remain authentic centers of
worship and cultural education. Documentation projects, oral history
recordings, and collaborations with anthropologists help safeguard intangible
heritage linked to these sacred spaces.

Interfaith Dynamics and Syncretism

In many African societies, traditional temples coexist with Christian and

Islamic places of worship, resulting in complex interfaith dynamics. Some

practitioners blend rituals from multiple religions, reflecting syncretism
that challenges rigid categorizations.

This blending also influences the architecture and function of temples, which
may incorporate elements from different faiths while maintaining core
traditional practices. Understanding these evolving dynamics is essential for
anyone studying the temples of the African gods in a contemporary context.

Key Takeaways on Temples of the African Gods

e Spiritual and cultural centers: Temples serve as focal points for
religious practice, community cohesion, and cultural transmission.

e Diverse architectural expressions: Styles vary widely by region,
reflecting local materials, beliefs, and environmental factors.

* Role of priests and rituals: Religious specialists maintain temples and
conduct ceremonies crucial for social and spiritual well-being.

e Modern challenges: Urbanization, religious shifts, and tourism impact
the preservation and function of these sacred sites.

e Syncretism and adaptation: Temples reflect ongoing cultural exchanges
and the dynamic nature of African spiritual life.



By investigating the temples of the African gods, one gains insight into the
continent’s profound spirituality, rich cultural diversity, and the enduring
significance of sacred spaces that continue to inspire and shape African
identity today.

Temples Of The African Gods

temples of the african gods: Temples of the African Gods Michael Tellinger, Johan Heine,
2009 Archaeologists have recently discovered that the first civilization were also the people who
carved the first Horus bird, the first Sphinx, built the first pyramids and built an accurate stone
calendar right in the heart of it all. Adam's Calendar is the flagship among millions of circular stone
ruins, ancient roads, agricultural terraces and thousands of ancient mines, left behind by a vanished
civilisation which we now call the First People. They carved detailed images into the hardest rock,
worshipped the sun, and are the first to carve an image of the Egyptian Ankh - key of life and
universal knowledge, 200,000 years before the Egyptians came to light. This book graphically
exposes these discoveries and will be the catalyst for rewriting our ancient human history. The book
is a continuation of Tellinger's previous books Slave Species of God and Adam's Calendar--Publisher
description.

temples of the african gods: Temples of The African Gods Michael Tellinger, 2021-04-06
South Africa and Zimbabwe are home to the largest cluster of ancient stone ruins found to date on
Earth. Adam's Calendar is at the centre of it all - the oldest functioning megalithic Sun Calendar
found to date. Since 2007, more than 5 million circular stone structures have been identified by
Michael Tellinger and a small group of independent researchers. These structures are not
stand-alone stone circles - they are all connected to each other by channels of stone, and held in a
large mesh of agricultural terraces that cover entire mountains and resembles a never-ending
spider's web. The great mystery is that the original stone structures have no doors or entrances -
indicating that they were not originally constructed as dwellings for people or animals. Additional
research and the discovery of mysterious tools and artefacts, indicate that the builders had an
advanced knowledge of Cymatics - study of sound - and knew how to use sound as a tool. Together
with many ancient gold mines, all this activity has been dated with various scientific techniques to
well over 100,000 years - and provides much support for the presence of the Sumerian Anunnaki on
Earth - mining gold in Southern Africa. A place often referred to as the ABZU. Scholars have told us
that the first civilization on Earth emerged in a land called Sumer some 6000 years ago. These
archaeological findings in southern Africa suggest that the Sumerians inherited much of their
knowledge from an earlier civilization that emerged many thousands of years before them in
southern Africa, the cradle of humankind.

temples of the african gods: Anunnaki Gods No More Sasha (Alex) Lessin, 2012-11-03 Dr.
Lessin explains the Anunnki's involvement in human history. The giant olden gods--folks with high
tech & their heirs--chain us to short, hard lives. The godsrocketed here from the planet Nibiru &
bred with Homo Erectus to create us as short term slaves & soldiers. We praised them & killed in
their names: Allah = the Sumerian Nannar, Yahweh = Enlil, Adanoi = Enki. Read this book &
transcend the gods'religions. Sasha Lessin Ph.D (U.C.L.A. Anthropology Ph.D.), author of Anunnaki:
Gods No More and producer of the hugely popular web site, www.enkispeaks.com, studied with the
late Zecharia Sitchin, for many years. Mr. Sitichin asked Lessin to create popular internet, book and
college-level courses to revise ancient anthropology. Sitchin asked Lessin to help disseminate
written, graphic and traditional stories of ETs, hithertofore considered mythic gods on Earth from
450,000 years ago to 300 B.C. as well as the latest findings in astronomy that relate to the planet
Nibiru.



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-183/temples-of-the-african-gods.pdf

temples of the african gods: The Majesty of Egyptian Gods and Temples Frederick
Monderson, 2007-11 The Majesty of Egyptian Gods and Temples is a collection of poems to
divinities, their homes and to selected monarchs expressing the thoughts of the ancients culled from
research into the historical record. The 30 selections include: Ptah, Ra, Amon-Ra, Karnak, Luxor,
Min, Osiris, Abydos Temple of Seti I, Seth, Mut, Anubis, Isis, Isis Temple of Philae, Hathor,
Ramesseum, Medinet Habu, Temple of Dendera, Thoth, Horus the Falcon of Edfu, Edfu Temple of
Horus, Senmut's Praise of Hatshepsut, Temple of Deir el Bahari, Imhotep, Nephthys, Ode to Queen
Tiy, Cleopatra, The Temple of Esna, The Temple of Kom Ombo, You can do More Queen
Aahmes-Nefertari, as well as a poem entitled Ode to Kwame Ture (Stokely Carmichael), a modern
African American activist, nationalist and Pan-African spokesman, and with references. Utilizing the
vernacular of the ancients, the poems extol the virtues, mannerisms, and influences of the gods and
monarchs who left indelible impressions on the Egyptian religious, philosophical, ethical, cultural
and historic landscape in the ancient Nile Valley experience. Regarding the temples, the poems are
addressed to the building themselves praising their august natures while highlighting and describing
the individual parts and their decorations that tell the story of the gods, kings and queens. Hence,
while the poems describe the attributes and names of the gods, those to the queens describe their
influences and accomplishments while the temple poems provide guidelines to help the visitor
identify and appreciate the various features and messages they impart. The gods Ptah, Ra, Amon-Ra
as well as Hatshepsut, Deir el Bahari, Karnak, Ramesseum and Medinet Habu receive more
extensive praise because of the significant roles they played in religious expression, architectural
development, military and imperial adventures, and influences of cultural expression, technological
developments and economic pursuits. From the legacy set in motion by Aahmes-Nefertari that gave
birth to the 18th Dynasty, the tenacity, daring and innovations of Hatshepsut, the influence and
representational equality of Queen Tiy to the cards dealt Cleopatra, and so much more in-between,
makes this work a welcome addition to any library dealing with the ancient Egyptians. All this
notwithstanding, the author, a prolific writer, considers The Majesty of Egyptian Gods and Temples
one of the best books he has written having transmitted much of the thoughts of the ancients in
poetry and prose expression. In addition, photographs and plans help create visuals of the
characters and reinforce the literary messages contained therein. This new genre of poetry
combines religious beliefs and practice, philosophical and theological expressions, historical
portraiture and recounting art and architectural descriptions that allow the reader to go beyond the
ordinary to gain a deeper understanding of ancient Egyptian metaphysics, religion, art, theology and
culture.

temples of the african gods: Mami Wata: Africa's Ancient God/dess Unveiled Vol. I Mama
Zogbé, 2007-11-26 This first definitive work on the predomiance of this powerful African deity
throughout the ancient world has quickly become a cult classic. The evolution of Mami Wata in
establishing, shaping and expanding the spiritual and sacerdotal foundation of world religion,
reveals also the lost but glorious past of African women's spirituality. Hailed as the new bible on the
history of African women, this comprehensive well-researched body of work will benefit academics,
students, and all who are seeking to fill the missing void in world religious and cultural history.
Totaling over 800 pages, it is reccomended that both heavily illustrated (Volumes I & II) be
purchased as a set.

temples of the african gods: Encyclopedia of African Religion Molefi Kete Asante, Ama
Mazama, 2008-11-26 Numerous titles focusing on particular beliefs in Africa exist, including Marcel
Griaule’s Conversations with Ogotemmeli, but this one presents an unparallelled exploration of a
multitude of cultures and experiences. It is both a gateway to deeper exploration and a penetrating
resource on its own. This is bound to become the definitive scholarly resource on African religions.
— Library Journal, Starred Review Overall, because of its singular focus, reliability, and scope, this
encyclopedia will prove invaluable where there is considerable interest in Africa or in different
religious traditions. -Library Journal As the first comprehensive work to assemble ideas, concepts,
discourses, and extensive essays in this vital area, the Encyclopedia of African Religion explores




such topics as deities and divinities, the nature of humanity, the end of life, the conquest of fear, and
the quest for attainment of harmony with nature and other humans. Editors Molefi Kete Asante and
Ama Mazama include nearly 500 entries that seek to rediscover the original beauty and majesty of
African religion. Features - Offers the best representation to date of the African response to the
sacred - Helps readers grasp the enormity of Africa’s contribution to religious ideas by presenting
richly textured concepts of spirituality, ritual, and initiation while simultaneously advancing new
theological categories, cosmological narratives, and ways to conceptualize ethical behavior -
Provides readers with new metaphors, figures of speech, modes of reasoning, etymologies,
analogies, and cosmogonies ‘- Reveals the complexity, texture, and rhythms of the African religious
tradition to provide scholars with a baseline for future works The Encyclopedia of African Religion is
intended for undergraduate and graduate students in fields such as Religion, Africana Studies,
Sociology, and Philosophy.

temples of the african gods: Encyclopedia of African History 3-Volume Set Kevin
Shillington, 2013-07-04 Covering the entire continent from Morocco, Libya, and Egypt in the north
to the Cape of Good Hope in the south, and the surrounding islands from Cape Verde in the west to
Madagascar, Mauritius, and Seychelles in the east, the Encyclopedia of African History is a new A-Z
reference resource on the history of the entire African continent. With entries ranging from the
earliest evolution of human beings in Africa to the beginning of the twenty-first century, this
comprehensive three volume Encyclopedia is the first reference of this scale and scope. Also
includes 99 maps.

temples of the african gods: Temple of Karnak Frederick Monderson, 2007-09-01

temples of the african gods: African Women of the Ancient World Katy Clark, 2025-06-30
Discover the untold stories of Africa's warrior queens, rulers who defied empires, led armies, and
shaped the course of history. In African Women of the Ancient World, journey through millennia to
uncover the lives of powerful women like Queen Amanirenas, who challenged the might of Rome,
Queen Nzinga Mbande, who fought against the Portuguese slave trade, and Dahia al-Kahina, who
defended North Africa from Arab invasion. These extraordinary women, often overshadowed by their
male counterparts, ruled with unparalleled strategy, pride, and ferocity, navigating their nations
through intense battles and radical changes. From the great Pharaoh Hatshepsut of Egypt to Queen
Makeda of Sheba, whose legacy is intertwined with the legends of King Solomon, these rulers are
the unsung champions of ancient history. In this volume Clark brings these remarkable figures to
life, drawing from excellent sources to illuminate their conquests and reigns. A treasure trove for
scholars and history enthusiasts alike, this book offers a compelling exploration of the women who
fiercely defended their lands and people, and whose stories are finally being told.

temples of the african gods: The Altar of My Soul Marta Moreno Vega, 2009-07-22 Long
cloaked in protective secrecy, demonized by Western society, and distorted by Hollywood, Santeria
is at last emerging from the shadows with an estimated 75 million orisha followers worldwide. In
The Altar of My Soul, Marta Moreno Vega recounts the compelling true story of her journey from
ignorance and skepticism to initiation as a Yoruba priestess in the Santeria religion. This
unforgettable spiritual memoir reveals the long-hidden roots and traditions of a centuries-old faith
that originated on the shores of West Africa. As an Afro-Puerto Rican child in the New York barrio,
Marta paid little heed to the storefront botanicas full of spiritual paraphernalia or to the Catholic
saints with foreign names: Yemayd, Ellegua, Shangé. As an adult, in search of a religion that would
reflect her racial and cultural heritage, Marta was led to the Way of the Saints. She came to know
Santeria intimately through its prayers and rituals, drumming and dancing, trances and divination
that spark sacred healing energy for family, spiritual growth, and service to others. Written by one
who is a professor and a santera priestess, The Altar of My Soul lays before us an electrifying and
inspiring faith-one passed down from generation to generation that vitalizes the sacred energy
necessary to build a family, a community, and a strong, loving society.

temples of the african gods: African Traditions in the Study of Religion in Africa Ezra
Chitando, 2016-04-01 The historiography of African religions and religions in Africa presents a




remarkable shift from the study of 'Africa as Object' to 'Africa as Subject', thus translating the
subject from obscurity into the global community of the academic study of religion. This book
presents a unique multidisciplinary exploration of African traditions in the study of religion in Africa
and the new African diaspora. The book is structured under three main sections - Emerging trends in
the teaching of African Religions; Indigenous Thought and Spirituality; and Christianity, Hinduism
and Islam. Contributors drawn from diverse African and global contexts situate current scholarly
traditions of the study of African religions within the purview of academic encounter and exchanges
with non-African scholars and non-African contexts. African scholars enrich the study of religions
from their respective academic and methodological orientations. Jacob Kehinde Olupona stands out
as a pioneer in the socio-scientific interpretation of African indigenous religion and religions in
Africa. This book is to his honour and marks his immense contribution to an emerging field of study
and research.

temples of the african gods: Digging for Lost African Gods Byron Khun de Prorok, 1926

temples of the african gods: Navigating African Biblical Hermeneutics Madipoane
Masenya Ngwan’a Mphahlele, Kenneth N. Ngwa, 2019-01-15 This collection interrogates and
engages the biblical text, colonial and postcolonial subjectivities and cultural assumptions, as well as
lived experiences that encompass varying Africana contexts and Diasporas. In order to do this, it
deploys methodologies, exegetical analyses and critical and constructive communal epistemologies.
Framed by historical, literary, cultural and theological engagements of issues around wealth and
power, gender, sexualities and masculinities, HIV and AIDS, as well as the crises of war and mass
violence, the book will be very useful for students, academics, clergy and laity committed to
Africana-conscious epistemologies and methodologies, and the impact on biblical studies.

temples of the african gods: Africas of the Americas , 2008-03-31 The anthropology and
history of African American religious formations has long been dominated by approaches aiming to
recover and authenticate the historical transatlantic continuities linking such traditions to
identifiable African source cultures. While not denying such continuities, the contributors to this
volume seek to transcend this research agenda by bracketing Africa and African pasts as objective
givens, and asking instead what role notions of Africanity and pastfulness play in the social and
ritual lives of historical and contemporary practitioners of Afro-Atlantic religious formations. The
volume’s goal is to open up contextually salient claims to African origins to empirical scrutiny, and
so contribute to a broadening of the terms of debate in Afro-Atlantic studies.

temples of the african gods: African Empires: Volume 1 ]J.P. Martin, 2016-11-21 African
Empires presents a comprehensive and in depth analysis of the major empires of the African
continent over thousands of years. This book penetrates into the various kingdoms and and rich
cultures of Africa including East Africa, West Africa, North Africa, South Africa and Central Africa.
African Empires brings to life a colorful cast of historical characters including African kings, queens,
scholars, religious leaders, artists, warriors and merchants which helped to shape the direction of
these great African civilizations. The epic landmark events of Africa are captured and explained in
detail to provide a full understanding of this dynamic continent and it's contribution to world history.

temples of the african gods: The Maroon Within Us Asa G. Hilliard, 1995 Proceedings of the
June 1995 title conference held in Washington, DC, discussing the molecular basis for
age-dependent changes in DHEA levels and examining the potential value of DHEA as a diagnostic
and therapeutic tool. Contains sections on age-dependent changes in circulating DHEA and DHEA
biosynthesis; DHEA and neurologic function; physiology of DHEA metabolism; biochemical modes of
action for DHEA and selected metabolic actions; DHEA, immunology, and aging; and DHEA and the
atherosclerosis of aging, plus poster papers. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

temples of the african gods: Keep Your Head to the Sky Grey Gundaker, 1998 The concept of
African American home ground knits together diverse aspects of the American landscape, from elite
suburbs and tower apartments to the old homeplaces of the countryside, to the tabletop array of
family photos beside the bed of a housebound elder. This fascinating volume focuses on ways African
Americans have invested actual and symbolic landscapes with signifigance, gained the means to



acquire property, and brought new insight to the interpretation of contemporary, historical, and
archaelogical sites. Keep Your Head to the Sky demonstrates how visions of home, past and present,
have helped to shape African Americans' sense of place, often under extremely hostile conditions.

temples of the african gods: African Landscapes Michael Bollig, Olaf Bubenzer, 2009-06-12
Landscape studies provide a crucial perspective into the interaction between humans and their
environment, shedding insight on social, cultural, and economic topics. The research explores both
the way that natural processes have affected the development of culture and society, as well as the
ways that natural landscapes themselves are the product of historical and cultural processes. Most
previous studies of the landscape selectively focused on either the natural sciences or the social
sciences, but the research presented in African Landscapes bridges that gap. This work is unique in
its interdisciplinary scope. Over the past twelve years, the contributors to this volume have
participated in the collaborative research center ACACIA (Arid Climate Adaptation and Cultural
Innovation in Africa), which deals with the relationship between cultural processes and ecological
dynamics in Africa’s arid areas. The case studies presented here come from mainly Sahara/Sahel and
southwestern Africa, and are all linked to broader discussions on the concept of landscape, and
themes of cultural, anthropological, geographical, botanical, sociological, and archaeological
interest. The contributions in this work are enhanced by full color photographs that put the
discussion in context visually.

temples of the african gods: Religion of the Ancient Egyptians Alfred Wiedemann, 1897

temples of the african gods: African Instituted Churches Rufus Okikiolaolu Olubiyi Ositelu,
2002 One of the striking features of the changed demography of world Christianity has been the
emergence and growth of the African Instituted Churches (AICs). This book is therefore provided for
those who desire to study the African initiatives in Christianity. The book is intended to serve as a
valuable material to teachers and students of African Instituted Churches. The customs, culture and
traditions of the African or any other peoples of the world are to serve as beautiful compliments to
the Christian faith and belief, and not diametrically opposed to it.
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