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Political Parties of Ethiopia: A Window into the Nation’s Political Landscape

political parties of ethiopia form a complex and dynamic aspect of the
country’s political fabric. Ethiopia, with its rich history and diverse
ethnic composition, presents a unique environment where political parties are
not just vehicles for governance but also expressions of ethnic identity,
regional interests, and ideological beliefs. Understanding these parties
provides valuable insight into Ethiopia’s governance, conflicts, and
aspirations for democracy.

The Evolution of Political Parties in Ethiopia

Ethiopia’s political party system has evolved significantly over the past
century, shaped by imperial rule, socialist experiments, civil war, and
recent democratic reforms. Before the 1974 revolution, political parties were
practically non-existent, with the monarchy exercising centralized control.
The fall of Emperor Haile Selassie and the rise of the Derg military regime
introduced a highly centralized, Marxist-Leninist state where political
pluralism was suppressed.

It wasn’t until the early 1990s, after the overthrow of the Derg, that
Ethiopia witnessed the emergence of multiple political parties. The
transitional government under the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic
Front (EPRDF) created a federal system based on ethnic federalism, which
further influenced the formation and alignment of political parties.

Major Political Parties of Ethiopia Today

The political landscape in Ethiopia is characterized by a mix of ethnic-based
and national parties. While the EPRDF dominated politics for almost three
decades, recent years have seen shifts with new parties gaining prominence.

Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front
(EPRDF)

The EPRDF was the coalition that led Ethiopia from 1991 until its dissolution
in 2019. It was composed of several ethnically based parties, including the
Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF), the Amhara Democratic Party (ADP),
the Oromo Democratic Party (ODP), and the Southern Ethiopian People's
Democratic Movement (SEPDM). The coalition played a significant role in
shaping Ethiopia’s ethnic federalism but was also criticized for
authoritarian tendencies.

Prosperity Party

Formed in 2019 by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, the Prosperity Party is a



successor to the EPRDF coalition and aims to unify the country’s diverse
political groups under one umbrella. This party seeks to move beyond ethnic
federalism, promoting national unity and economic development. However, this
shift has been met with mixed reactions, especially from groups who feel
marginalized or opposed to the centralization of power.

Oromo Liberation Front (OLF)

The OLF has historically been a significant player representing the Oromo
ethnic group, Ethiopia’s largest demographic. Founded in the 1970s, it was
initially a rebel group advocating for Oromo self-determination but has since
transitioned into a political party. The OLF’s relationship with the central
government has been tumultuous, involving periods of armed conflict and
political negotiations.

Ethiopian Citizens for Social Justice (EZEMA)

EZEMA emerged as a newer opposition party, positioning itself as a social
democratic and centrist force. It appeals to a broad base of urban and
younger voters interested in reform, human rights, and good governance. Its
rise reflects the changing political aspirations, especially among Ethiopia’s
growing youth population.

Role of Ethnicity in Ethiopian Political
Parties

One cannot discuss the political parties of Ethiopia without addressing the
pivotal role ethnicity plays. Ethiopia’s federal system is largely ethnically
based, with regional states organized around major ethnic groups. This system
has encouraged the formation of political parties that prioritize ethnic
identity and regional autonomy.

While ethnic-based parties have empowered minority groups to exercise
political influence, they have also contributed to tensions and conflicts.
Ethnic nationalism within parties sometimes fuels competition and mistrust
between different communities. This dynamic creates a delicate balance where
political parties must navigate both ethnic loyalties and national interests.

Challenges of Ethnic Federalism on Political Parties

- Fragmentation: Political representation often fragments along ethnic lines,
making coalition-building complex.
- Conflict: Ethnic rivalry may lead to violent clashes, as seen in various
regional disputes.
- Governance: Balancing ethnic autonomy with national unity remains a
persistent governance challenge.



The Impact of Political Parties on Ethiopia’s
Democratic Development

Political parties in Ethiopia are central to the country’s democratic
journey, but progress has been uneven. While multi-party elections have been
held, issues such as political repression, restrictions on opposition
parties, and electoral irregularities have hindered fully free and fair
democratic participation.

The rise of the Prosperity Party and Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s reforms
initially raised hopes for political liberalization. However, ongoing
conflicts in regions like Tigray, coupled with crackdowns on dissent, have
complicated the democratic landscape.

Opportunities for Democratic Growth

- Political pluralism: Encouraging genuine competition among diverse parties
can enhance representation.
- Electoral reforms: Transparent and credible elections build public trust.
- Civil society engagement: Strong civil society organizations can hold
parties accountable.

Barriers to Democratic Consolidation

- Ethno-political polarization undermining national cohesion.
- Restrictions on freedom of speech and assembly.
- Dominance of ruling parties limiting opposition space.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Political Parties
in Ethiopia

The political parties of Ethiopia are at a crossroads. The country’s future
depends heavily on how these parties evolve to address longstanding ethnic
tensions, democratize governance, and promote inclusive development. There is
growing recognition among many political actors that sustainable peace and
progress require moving beyond ethnic divisions toward shared national
identity.

Young Ethiopians, increasingly connected through technology and social media,
are demanding transparency, accountability, and reform. This new generation
may reshape political parties to be more issue-based rather than ethnic-
based, focusing on economic opportunities, education, and human rights.

At the same time, international partners and regional bodies continue to play
a role in supporting Ethiopia’s political stability, mediating conflicts, and
encouraging democratic norms.

Exploring the political parties of Ethiopia offers a fascinating glimpse into
how a nation grapples with diversity, history, and the quest for governance
that reflects the will of its people. As Ethiopia navigates its complex



political terrain, the evolution of its parties will remain a key factor to
watch.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major political parties in Ethiopia?

The major political parties in Ethiopia include the Prosperity Party, the
Ethiopian Citizens for Social Justice (Ezema), the Oromo Liberation Front
(OLF), and the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF).

What is the Prosperity Party in Ethiopia?

The Prosperity Party is the ruling political party in Ethiopia, formed in
2019 by merging several ethnically based parties from the former Ethiopian
People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF).

How does ethnicity influence political parties in
Ethiopia?

Ethiopian politics is highly influenced by ethnicity, with many political
parties representing specific ethnic groups, such as the Oromo Liberation
Front for the Oromo people and the Tigray People's Liberation Front for the
Tigrayan ethnic group.

What role does the Tigray People's Liberation Front
(TPLF) play in Ethiopian politics?

The TPLF was a dominant force in Ethiopian politics for decades as the
leading party of the EPRDF coalition but has been in conflict with the
federal government since 2020, leading to the Tigray conflict.

Are there any emerging political parties in Ethiopia
focusing on national unity?

Yes, the Prosperity Party aims to promote national unity by moving away from
ethnically based politics, although challenges remain due to Ethiopia's
diverse ethnic landscape.

What challenges do political parties in Ethiopia
face?

Political parties in Ethiopia face challenges such as ethnic tensions,
political instability, restrictions on opposition groups, and conflicts that
affect democratic processes and national cohesion.

How have recent conflicts affected political parties
in Ethiopia?

Recent conflicts, especially the Tigray conflict, have deepened political
divisions, weakened opposition parties, and complicated efforts to establish



inclusive governance in Ethiopia.

Additional Resources
Political Parties of Ethiopia: An In-Depth Analysis of a Complex Political
Landscape

political parties of ethiopia play a pivotal role in shaping the country's
socio-political dynamics, reflecting the diverse ethnic, cultural, and
historical fabric of the nation. Ethiopia’s political landscape is
characterized by a multiplicity of parties often aligned along ethnic and
regional lines, which both enriches and complicates the process of governance
and national unity. Understanding these political entities requires a
thorough examination of their origins, ideologies, and influence on
Ethiopia’s evolving democratic institutions.

The Evolution of Political Parties in Ethiopia

The political parties of Ethiopia have undergone significant transformation
since the fall of the Derg regime in 1991. The establishment of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia introduced a new era of multiparty politics
designed around ethnic federalism. This system, intended to empower
Ethiopia’s diverse ethnic groups, also gave rise to a proliferation of
ethnic-based political parties.

Initially, the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF)
dominated the political scene for nearly three decades. The EPRDF was a
coalition of four major ethnically based parties representing the Tigray,
Amhara, Oromo, and Southern Nations regions. Its control molded Ethiopia’s
political institutions and policies until recent years when the alliance
dissolved, paving the way for new political configurations.

Key Political Parties and Their Ideologies

The political parties of Ethiopia can be broadly categorized into federal
coalition parties, ethnic-based parties, and opposition groups. Each has
distinct platforms, strategies, and bases of support.

Prosperity Party (PP): Formed in 2019 by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, the
Prosperity Party emerged as a successor to the EPRDF coalition, aiming
to transcend ethnic divisions and promote national unity. It seeks to
focus on economic development, reform, and modernization, positioning
itself as a centrist party with a reformist agenda.

Oromo Liberation Front (OLF): Historically a rebel group turned
political party, the OLF represents the Oromo ethnic group, Ethiopia’s
largest demographic. The party’s platform centers on Oromo self-
determination and addressing grievances related to political
marginalization.

Amhara National Movement (ANM): This party advocates for the interests
of the Amhara people, emphasizing regional autonomy, cultural



preservation, and political representation within the federal system.

Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF): Once the dominant force within
the EPRDF coalition, the TPLF is now a central actor in Ethiopia’s
ongoing conflict. It promotes regional interests of Tigray and has been
critical of the federal government’s policies under the Prosperity
Party.

Balancing smaller regional parties: Various other parties represent
Ethiopia’s smaller ethnic groups, including the Sidama National
Liberation Front and the Afar National Democratic Party, each pushing
for federal recognition and local governance rights.

Ethnic Federalism and Its Impact on Political
Parties

Ethiopia’s ethnic federalism, enshrined in its 1995 constitution, has had a
profound impact on the political parties of Ethiopia. This system grants
ethnic groups the right to self-rule and even secession, a unique feature
that shapes party formation and political competition.

Advantages and Challenges of Ethnic-Based Politics

Ethnic federalism has encouraged political participation by allowing ethnic
groups to organize politically around shared identities. This has led to
increased representation and the preservation of languages and cultures
within Ethiopia’s federal structure.

However, this arrangement has also entrenched ethnic divisions, leading to
competition and sometimes violent conflict between parties and regions.
Political parties frequently mobilize support by appealing to ethnic
loyalties rather than national unity, which complicates efforts to establish
a cohesive political culture. Furthermore, ethnic federalism has often been
criticized for fostering clientelism and undermining democratic
accountability.

Recent Political Developments and Party Realignments

The political parties of Ethiopia are currently navigating a turbulent period
marked by conflict, political reform, and shifting alliances. The dissolution
of the EPRDF and the creation of the Prosperity Party was a watershed moment
that reshaped Ethiopia’s political order.

The TPLF’s rejection of the Prosperity Party and subsequent armed conflict in
the Tigray region have heightened political tensions. Meanwhile, opposition
parties and civil society groups are calling for more inclusive governance
and genuine multiparty democracy. Ethiopia’s political parties are thus at a
crossroads, balancing between ethnic interests and aspirations for a unified
polity.



Electoral System and Political Party
Competition

Ethiopia employs a parliamentary system with elections held for the House of
Peoples’ Representatives. The electoral framework is designed to accommodate
multiple parties; however, the dominance of ruling parties has often limited
effective competition.

Electoral Performance and Representation

Historically, the EPRDF and now the Prosperity Party have maintained strong
majorities in parliament, enabling them to control legislative agendas.
Opposition parties have faced barriers including limited media access,
restrictions on political assembly, and allegations of electoral
irregularities.

Nonetheless, recent elections have demonstrated a growing pluralism in some
regions, with opposition parties gaining seats and increased political
activism. The challenge remains to create a level playing field that
encourages genuine political competition and democratic consolidation.

Role of International Actors and Observers

International organizations, including the African Union and the United
Nations, have been involved in monitoring Ethiopia’s elections and mediating
political disputes. Their engagement highlights the geopolitical importance
of Ethiopia and the need to support stability through democratic processes.

Future Prospects for Political Parties in
Ethiopia

The future trajectory of the political parties of Ethiopia will likely be
influenced by ongoing efforts at political reform, conflict resolution, and
national dialogue. As Ethiopia grapples with balancing ethnic federalism and
national unity, political parties will have to adapt their strategies to
address the aspirations of a diverse populace.

Opportunities exist for parties that can craft inclusive platforms
transcending ethnic boundaries while respecting regional autonomy. Equally,
the strengthening of democratic institutions and civil society will be
essential to encourage accountability and political pluralism.

The political parties of Ethiopia thus remain vital actors in the nation’s
complex political mosaic, influencing everything from grassroots governance
to international relations. Their evolution will continue to shape Ethiopia’s
quest for peace, development, and democratic resilience.
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  political parties of ethiopia: Democracy, Elections, and Constitutionalism in Africa Charles
Manga Fombad, Nico Steytler, 2021 This volume examines democracy and elections in Africa, taking
stock of the state of constitutional democracy on the continent after the democratic gains of the
1990s and 2000s, focusing on how competitive politics or multiparty democracy can be realized and
how, through competition, such politics could lead to better policy and practice outcomes.
  political parties of ethiopia: Political Parties in Ethiopia Source Wikipedia, 2013-09 Please
note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free
sources online. Pages: 30. Chapters: Oromo Liberation Front, Coalition for Unity and Democracy,
Tigrayan People's Liberation Front, Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front, Unity for
Democracy and Justice, Workers' Party of Ethiopia, Afar Revolutionary Democratic Unity Front,
Gambela People's Democratic Movement, Somali People's Democratic Party, Afar Liberation Front,
Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Party, United Ethiopian Democratic Forces, All-Ethiopia Socialist
Movement, Benishangul-Gumuz People's Democratic Unity Front, Ethiopian Democratic Unity Party,
Amhara National Democratic Movement, List of political parties in Ethiopia, Oromo Peoples'
Democratic Organization, Ethiopian Somali Democratic League, Oromo Federalist Democratic
Movement, Oromo People's Congress, Marxist-Leninist League of Tigray, Medrek, Sheko and
Mezenger People's Democratic Unity Organization, Southern Ethiopian People's Democratic
Movement, Kefagn Patriotic Front, Afar National Democratic Party, United Ethiopian Democratic
Party - Medhin Party, Hareri National League, Tigray for Democracy & Justice Party, Argoba
Nationality Democratic Organization, Southern Ethiopia Peoples' Democratic Coalition, Western
Somali Democratic Party, Alliance for Freedom and Democracy, Ethiopian Social Democratic Party,
Issa and Gurgura Liberation Front, Ethiopian Society for Peace and Democracy, Rainbow Ethiopia:
Movement for Democracy and Social Justice, Moa Anbessa, Ginbot 7, All-Amhara People's
Organization, Ethiopian Democratic League, All Ethiopian Unity Party, Harari People's Democratic
Party. Excerpt: The Oromo Liberation Front (Oromo: ), or OLF, is an organization established in
1973 by Oromo nationalists to promote self-determination for the Oromo people against what they
call Abyssinian colonial rule. It has been outlawed and labeled as a terrorist organization by the...
  political parties of ethiopia: The Crisis of Democratization in the Greater Horn of Africa
Kidane Mengisteab, 2020 Analyses the structural and institutional obstacles to democratization in
transitional societies - fractured societies, fragmented economies and institutions of governance,
weak or deformed state structures - and how to overcome these.
  political parties of ethiopia: Ethiopia Electoral, Political Parties Laws and Regulations
Handbook: Strategic Information, Regulations, Procedures IBP, Inc., 2017-06-02 Ethiopia Electoral,
Political Parties Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information, Regulations, Procedures
  political parties of ethiopia: ,
  political parties of ethiopia: Ethiopia's Troubled Situation United States. Congress. House.
Committee on International Relations. Subcommittee on Africa, Global Human Rights, and
International Operations, 2006
  political parties of ethiopia: Challenges and Opportunities for Inclusive Development in
Ethiopia Dessalegn Rahmato, Meheret Ayenew, 2018-12-29 As part of its on-going public dialogue
program on progress in Ethiopias development and public policy the Forum for Social Studies is
undertaking a project of research and public dialogue on a number of selected topics on the theme
of 'Prospects and Challenges for Inclusive and Participatory Development in Ethiopia'. The aim is to
enable researchers and professionals to present evidence-based papers to stimulate debate and
reflection. This first book in the program looks at the impact of development or lack of it, on specific
social groups, namely women, young people and vulnerable groups that should be entitled to decent
social care.
  political parties of ethiopia: The Ethnopolitics of Ethnofederalism in Ethiopia Jan Erk,

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-183/political-parties-of-ethiopia.pdf


2017-12-01 Ethiopia is the darling of development economists: since 2005, the country’s economic
growth rate has consistently been over the 10% mark. Ethiopia is also a regional superpower with
political influence across East Africa and the Horn. Furthermore, the African Union has its
headquarters in the capital Addis Ababa, which further underscores the country’s growing
international profile. On top of everything, since 1995 Ethiopia has a federal constitution explicitly
committed to granting political autonomy to all ethnic groups within the country. Ethiopia’s
federalism has also direct relevance to the country’s neighbours, Eritrea, Somalia, Kenya, South
Sudan, and Djibouti who have ethnic kin across the borders with Ethiopia. Yet, despite the generous
promises to the country’s ethnic groups stated in the constitution, not everything is well. As marked
by the recent unrest throughout various regions of the country, the federal constitution’s promises
and the reality do not always perfectly align. But there is a shortage of even-handed scholarly
analyses of this complex country, and in particular, its unique federal system. Based on chapters
focusing on different parts of the federal system, the collection takes stock of the last 20 years and
distils lessons and insights for a broader international/comparative readership. The chapters
originally published in Ethnopolitics and Regional & Federal Studies.
  political parties of ethiopia: Federalism Vis a Vis the Right to Freedom of Movement and
Residence Yonas Girma Adimassu, 2015-08-03 Abstract The FDRE constitution has established
ethnic federal arrangement in one hand and incorporates everyone’s right to freedom of movement
and residence everywhere within Ethiopian territory on the other. Besides this, ethnic self
determination has established as a cornerstone of the federal system. But, there is no any single
study has conducted to look at the practical serene coexistence of Ethiopian federal system and the
right to freedom of movement and residence. Thus, the main issue addressed in this paper is
whether the federal system has implemented properly in congruent with the right to freedom of
movement and residence of individuals in Ethiopia. The thesis has also tried to explore whether the
institutions put in place to safeguard the right to freedom of movement and residence has worked
efficiently and effectively by way of giving the required remedy in case of violation. In doing so the
writer has analyzed cases with integrating interview responses as well as explores other countries
experiences. After conducting serious analysis, the writer has, eventually, reached to the following
findings: ethnic federal setup of Ethiopia has practically negative implication on the right to freedom
of movement and residence; ethnic based political parties are also responsible for the violation due
to their contribution to the increasing ethnic consciousness of the society. Governmental safeguard
institutions are not properly safeguarding this right from the pitfall of Ethiopian ethnic federal
system; Misuse of ethnicity for political game by the ruling EPRDF party has aggravated the impact
of ethnic federal system on the violation of such freedom.
  political parties of ethiopia: Self-Determination and Secession in Africa Redie
Bereketeab, 2014-08-07 This book provides a unique comparative study of the major secessionist
and self-determination movements in post-colonial Africa, examining theory, international law,
charters of the United Nations, and the Organisation of African Unity (OAU)/African Union’s (AU)
stance on the issue. The book explores whether self-determination and secessionism lead to peace,
stability, development and democratisation in conflict-ridden societies, particularly looking at the
outcomes in Eritrea and South Sudan. The book covers all the major attempts at self-determination
and secession on the continent, extensively analysing the geo-political, economic, security and
ideological factors that determine the outcome of the quest for self-determination and secession. It
reveals the lack of inherent clarity in international law, social science theories, OAU/AU Charter, UN
Charters and international conventions concerning the topic. This is a major contribution to the field
and highly relevant for researchers and postgraduate students in African Studies, Development
Studies, African Politics and History, and Anthropology.
  political parties of ethiopia: African Governance Report 2005 United Nations. Economic
Commission for Africa, 2005
  political parties of ethiopia: After Dictatorship Peter Hoeres, Hubertus Knabe, 2023-02-20
Numerous studies concerning transitional justice exist. However, comparatively speaking, the



effects actually achieved by measures for coming to terms with dictatorships have seldom been
investigated. There is an even greater lack of transnational analyses. This volume contributes to
closing this gap in research. To this end, it analyses processes of coming to terms with the past in
seven countries with different experiences of violence and dictatorship. Experts have drawn up
detailed studies on transitional justice in Albania, Argentina, Ethiopia, Chile, Rwanda, South Africa
and Uruguay. Their analyses constitute the empirical material for a comparative study of the impact
of measures introduced within the context of transitional justice. It becomes clear that there is no
sure formula for dealing with dictatorships. Successes and deficits alike can be observed in relation
to the individual instruments of transitional justice – from criminal prosecution to victim
compensation. Nevertheless, the South American states perform much better than those on the
African continent. This depends less on the instruments used than on political and social factors.
Consequently, strategies of transitional justice should focus more closely on these contextual factors.
  political parties of ethiopia: State Versus Ethnic Claims Donald Rothchild, Victor A
Olorunsola, 2019-06-04 The idea for this book can be traced to an informal brainstorming session
among four very good friends -- Ali Mazrui, Victor Olorunsola, Donald Rothchild and Dunstan Wai. In
a real sense, then, as editors we owe a lot to Dunstan and Ali for their intellectual stimulation and
for encouraging us to pursue a follow-up to ~.f.2l.i::. ,lla .Qt Cultyral ~Natignalism .in A..f'.da
  political parties of ethiopia: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations, 1976
  political parties of ethiopia: Ethnic Party Bans in Africa Matthijs Bogaards, Matthias
Basedau, Christof Hartmann, 2013-09-13 In Sub-Saharan Africa, the spread of democracy since the
1990s has been accompanied by the proliferation of bans on ethnic political parties. A majority of
constitutions in the region explicitly prohibit political parties to organize on the basis of race,
ethnicity, religion, region and other socio-cultural attributes. More than a hundred political parties
have been dissolved, suspended or denied registration on these grounds. This book documents the
experience with ethnic party bans in Africa, traces its origins, examines its record, and answers the
question whether ethnic party bans are an effective and legitimate instrument in the prevention of
ethnic conflict. This book was published as a special issue of Democratization.
  political parties of ethiopia: Insurgent Fragmentation in the Horn of Africa Michael
Woldemariam, 2018-02-15 When insurgent organizations factionalize and fragment, it can
profoundly shape a civil war: its intensity, outcome, and duration. In this extended treatment of this
complex and important phenomenon, Michael Woldemariam examines why rebel organizations
fragment through a unique historical analysis of the Horn of Africa's civil wars. Central to his view is
that rebel factionalism is conditioned by battlefield developments. While fragmentation is caused by
territorial gains and losses, counter-intuitively territorial stalemate tends to promote rebel cohesion
and is a critical basis for cooperation in war. As a rare effort to examine these issues in the context
of the Horn of Africa region, based upon extensive fieldwork, this book will interest both scholarly
and non-scholarly audiences interested in insurgent groups and conflict dynamics.
  political parties of ethiopia: Israel Yearbook on Human Rights, Volume 47 (2017) Yoram
Dinstein, 2017-08-28 The Israel Yearbook on Human Rights- an annual published under the auspices
of the Faculty of Law of Tel Aviv University since 1971- is devoted to publishing studies by
distinguished scholars in Israel and other countries on human rights in peace and war, with
particular emphasis on problems relevant to the State of Israel and the Jewish people. The Yearbook
also incorporates documentary materials relating to Israel and the Administered Areas which are not
otherwise available in English (including summaries of judicial decisions, compilations of legislative
enactments and military proclamations).
  political parties of ethiopia: Parliament in Ethiopia Mercy Fekadu Mulugeta, 2023-08-15
African legislatures remain understudied, yet democratisation, development and peacebuilding all
depend on these key political institutions. This book provides an in-depth analysis of Ethiopia’s
parliament, a country of key political and strategic importance to the whole region. In 1931,
Ethiopia’s monarchical government introduced a system of parliamentary democracy with seemingly



contradictory objectives; it wanted to legitimize its rule in a changing world, and also needed to
provide a respectable retirement vocation (as senators and deputies) to sections of the aristocracy it
ousted from power. This paradox of recognizing the parliament as essential to modern governance
yet deliberately seeking weak institutions that are unable or unwilling to challenge those in power
continues to haunt the parliament to this day. Ethiopia continues to struggle to maintain political
stability, and the separation of power between government and parliament and a system of checks
and balances are yet to substantially flourish. Drawing on extensive original data gathered from
interviews and surveys, this book investigates the legal and practical status of federal representative
institutions in Ethiopia from 1931 up to and including 2021. It delves into the rules and routines of
parliament, its contextually and historically grounded culture of representation, and the techniques
of manoeuvring executive bureaucracies. The book also aims to understand the extent of civil
dis/engagement and the perceptions and role of citizens in shaping parliament, and how the
mandates and functions of individual MPs are also determined by cultural and socio-economic
factors such as gender, population, inequality and conflict. This book’s in-depth and original analysis
will be of interest to researchers across African studies, politics, development, and governance. The
Open Access version of this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  political parties of ethiopia: AIDS and Governance Bjorg Sandkjaer, Professor Alan
Whiteside, Professor Nana K Poku, 2013-03-28 The political impact of HIV/AIDS varies greatly and is
difficult to map. States depend on how governments choose to manage the political implications of
HIV and AIDS, both those stemming from the erosions of its own capacity as well as those that
originate from their changing relationship on a national and international level. Across the
developing world, HIV/AIDS is slowly killing adults in their most productive years, hollowing out
state structures, deepening poverty and raising profound questions that touch on the organization of
all aspects of social, economic and political life. With the epidemic showing scant signs of slowing
down, this innovative volume assesses how HIV/AIDS affects governance and, conversely, how
governance affects the course of the epidemic. In particular, the volume: ·employs a compelling
analytical and polemic framework for mapping the multiple dynamic mechanisms of governance and
HIV/AIDS; ·brings together contributions from renowned international scholars from a variety of
disciplines; ·draws on comprehensive and detailed perspectives of the roles of actors, institutions
and structures; ·provides an incisive study of a global plague which threatens existing social,
economic and human interrelations.
  political parties of ethiopia: The Varieties of Religious Repression Ani Sarkissian,
2015-01-02 Religious repression--the non-violent suppression of civil and political rights--is a
growing and global phenomenon. Though most often practiced in authoritarian countries, levels of
religious repression nevertheless vary across a range of non-democratic regimes, including illiberal
democracies and competitive authoritarian states. In The Varieties of Religious Repression, Ani
Sarkissian argues that seemingly benign regulations and restrictions on religion are tools that
non-democratic leaders use to repress independent civic activity, effectively maintaining their hold
on power. Sarkissian examines the interaction of political competition and the structure of religious
divisions in society, presenting a theory of why religious repression varies across non-democratic
regimes. She also offers a new way of understanding the commonalties and differences of
non-democratic regimes by focusing on the targets of religious repression. Drawing on quantitative
data from more than one hundred authoritarian states, as well as case studies of sixteen countries
from around the world, Sarkissian explores the varieties of repression that states impose on
religious expression, association, and political activities, describing the obstacles these actions
present for democratization, pluralism, and the development of an independent civil society.
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