
political liberalism by john rawls

**Understanding Political Liberalism by John Rawls: A Deep Dive into Justice and Society**

political liberalism by john rawls represents one of the most influential frameworks in modern political
philosophy, offering profound insights into how diverse societies can coexist under principles of justice and
fairness. At its core, Rawls's political liberalism addresses the challenge of pluralism—how citizens with
differing moral, religious, and philosophical doctrines can live together in a stable and just society. If you've
ever wondered how political theory can guide real-world governance in a diverse democracy, exploring Rawls's
ideas provides clarity and depth.

The Foundations of Political Liberalism by John Rawls

John Rawls first introduced many of his groundbreaking ideas in his earlier work, *A Theory of Justice*, but it
was in *Political Liberalism* (1993) that he refined his thoughts to tackle the realities of a pluralistic
society. Unlike traditional liberalism that often assumes consensus on the "good," Rawls acknowledges that
citizens will inevitably hold conflicting comprehensive doctrines—comprehensive worldviews that guide their
understanding of the good life.

The Idea of Overlapping Consensus

One of Rawls’s most significant contributions in political liberalism is the concept of the "overlapping
consensus." This idea suggests that, even though citizens hold different and sometimes incompatible
comprehensive doctrines, they can still agree on political principles of justice for the basic structure of
society. This consensus is not based on shared metaphysical or moral beliefs but on the recognition that these
political principles are fair and reasonable grounds for cooperation.

This nuance is crucial because it allows political liberalism to function in real-world societies marked by
diversity. It respects individual freedom and pluralism while providing a stable framework for governance. The
overlapping consensus ensures that political principles are not imposed by any one group but accepted by all as
a fair basis for social cooperation.

The Role of Public Reason

Another cornerstone of political liberalism by John Rawls is the concept of *public reason*. Rawls argues
that when making political decisions, citizens and public officials should justify their choices using reasons
that all reasonable people can accept, regardless of their personal comprehensive doctrines. This means
political arguments should avoid relying on particular religious or philosophical views that not everyone
shares.

Public reason acts as a kind of common language in political discourse, promoting mutual respect and
understanding. It encourages citizens to engage in dialogue where justifications are accessible to everyone,
fostering democratic legitimacy and social harmony.

Why Political Liberalism Matters Today

In an era marked by increasing social fragmentation and ideological polarization, political liberalism by John
Rawls offers a timely response to the question: How can diverse individuals and groups coexist peacefully and
justly? Its emphasis on fairness, respect, and shared political values resonates strongly in democracies facing



internal conflicts and cultural divides.

Addressing Religious and Cultural Diversity

One of the practical strengths of Rawls’s theory lies in its ability to accommodate religious and cultural
diversity. Rather than demanding that citizens abandon their deepest convictions, political liberalism urges a
focus on what can be politically agreed upon. This approach allows for a pluralistic society where different
beliefs are tolerated and respected, as long as they do not infringe on the rights and liberties of others.

This tolerance doesn't mean indifference, but a commitment to the principles of justice that protect equal
citizenship and democratic participation. Political liberalism thus provides a framework for managing difference
without descending into conflict or authoritarianism.

Implications for Contemporary Policy and Governance

Rawls’s ideas have practical implications that extend beyond academic philosophy into the realm of
policymaking and governance. For instance, the emphasis on public reason can influence how laws are debated
and justified in pluralistic societies. Policymakers are encouraged to frame their arguments in ways that appeal
to shared political values rather than sectarian interests.

Moreover, the notion of justice as fairness underpins many discussions about social welfare, economic
inequality, and civil rights. Rawls’s difference principle—which states that social and economic inequalities
are acceptable only if they benefit the least advantaged—continues to inspire debates on creating equitable
societies.

Key Concepts in Political Liberalism by John Rawls Explained

Understanding political liberalism requires grappling with several core concepts that Rawls developed. Here’s
a breakdown of some of the most essential ideas:

Justice as Fairness: The idea that social institutions should be arranged to ensure fairness for all,
particularly protecting the rights of the least advantaged.

Original Position and Veil of Ignorance: A hypothetical scenario where individuals choose principles of
justice without knowing their social status, ensuring impartiality.

Basic Structure of Society: Refers to the major social institutions (like the political constitution,
legal system, and economic arrangements) that shape citizens' lives.

Reasonable Pluralism: The recognition that a diversity of conflicting but reasonable comprehensive
doctrines will persist in free societies.

Political Conception of Justice: A framework of justice that is independent of any particular
comprehensive doctrine but acceptable to all reasonable citizens.

This conceptual framework allows political liberalism to be flexible yet robust, adapting to the complexities
of modern society while maintaining normative guidance.



Challenges and Critiques of Political Liberalism

No theory is without its critics, and political liberalism by John Rawls has faced several challenges. Some
argue that the emphasis on public reason and overlapping consensus may be too idealistic, potentially
excluding deeply held beliefs from political discourse. Others question whether political liberalism adequately
addresses power imbalances and systemic inequalities that shape social cooperation.

Furthermore, critics from communitarian perspectives suggest that Rawls’s focus on individual rights and
abstract principles neglects the importance of community and shared values in shaping identity and justice.
Feminist scholars have also pointed out that political liberalism sometimes overlooks the ways gender and
social hierarchies influence political participation.

Despite these critiques, Rawls’s political liberalism remains a foundational reference point for debates on
justice, democracy, and pluralism.

Balancing Idealism and Realism

A valuable insight from political liberalism is its attempt to strike a balance between ideal theory and
practical political realities. While the theory sets high standards for justice and fairness, Rawls
acknowledges the messiness of political life and the necessity of compromise. This pragmatic approach allows
political liberalism to serve as both a guiding ideal and a tool for real-world political dialogue.

How to Apply Political Liberalism in Everyday Political Dialogue

Engaging with political liberalism by John Rawls doesn’t require being a philosopher. Anyone interested in
fostering respectful and constructive political conversations can take away useful lessons:

Emphasize shared values: Focus on principles that most people can agree on, rather than divisive beliefs.

Practice public reason: When discussing political issues, use arguments that can be understood and
accepted across different viewpoints.

Respect pluralism: Recognize that disagreement is natural and seek to coexist peacefully rather than win
debates.

Be mindful of fairness: Consider how policies impact the least advantaged and promote justice for all.

By incorporating these ideas, political discussions can become more inclusive and productive, reflecting the
spirit of Rawls’s political liberalism.

---

The enduring relevance of political liberalism by John Rawls lies in its hopeful vision: a society where diverse
individuals, despite profound differences, can agree on the fundamental rules that govern their coexistence. It
challenges us to think beyond entrenched divisions and to seek common ground rooted in justice and respect—an
aspiration as vital today as ever.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central idea of John Rawls' concept of political liberalism?

The central idea of John Rawls' political liberalism is to establish a framework for a stable and just society
that accommodates reasonable pluralism by focusing on political values that all citizens can endorse,
regardless of their individual comprehensive doctrines.

How does political liberalism differ from Rawls' earlier work, 'A Theory of
Justice'?

Political liberalism shifts the emphasis from a comprehensive moral theory in 'A Theory of Justice' to a
political conception of justice that is independent of any particular comprehensive doctrine, aiming to achieve
an overlapping consensus among diverse citizens.

What is the 'overlapping consensus' in Rawls' political liberalism?

The 'overlapping consensus' is an agreement among citizens who hold different moral, religious, or philosophical
views to endorse the same political principles of justice for the right reasons within their own doctrines.

Why does Rawls emphasize the 'original position' and 'veil of ignorance' in
political liberalism?

Rawls uses the original position and veil of ignorance as a fair and impartial method for determining the
principles of justice by having individuals choose principles without knowing their social status or personal
characteristics, ensuring fairness and neutrality.

How does political liberalism address the issue of reasonable pluralism?

Political liberalism acknowledges that a plurality of reasonable but incompatible comprehensive doctrines
will persist in democratic societies and seeks to find common political principles that all citizens can
reasonably endorse despite their differences.

What role does public reason play in Rawls' political liberalism?

Public reason is the reasoning citizens use when discussing constitutional essentials and matters of basic
justice, relying on shared political values rather than comprehensive doctrines, to justify laws and policies in
a democratic society.

Can political liberalism accommodate religious beliefs within its framework?

Yes, political liberalism accommodates religious beliefs by allowing citizens to endorse political principles
from within their own religious or philosophical perspectives, as long as these principles can be justified to
others through public reason.

What is the significance of the 'fact of reasonable pluralism' in political
liberalism?

The fact of reasonable pluralism recognizes that diverse and conflicting reasonable worldviews will exist in
free societies, and political liberalism seeks to establish a political order that respects this diversity while
maintaining social unity and justice.



Additional Resources
**Political Liberalism by John Rawls: A Critical Examination of Justice and Pluralism**

political liberalism by john rawls stands as a seminal work in contemporary political philosophy, addressing
the challenge of achieving a stable and just society amidst deep moral and religious pluralism. Published in
1993 as a response and refinement to his earlier work, *A Theory of Justice* (1971), Rawls’s *Political
Liberalism* revisits the foundational principles of justice by emphasizing the importance of political rather than
metaphysical consensus. This article explores the core concepts, implications, and critiques of Rawls’s theory,
while situating it within the broader context of liberal democratic thought.

Understanding Political Liberalism: Context and Core Premises

At the heart of *political liberalism by john rawls* is the recognition that modern democratic societies are
characterized by a diversity of conflicting, yet reasonable, comprehensive doctrines—ethical, religious, and
philosophical. Rawls argues that the traditional liberal ideal of a shared conception of the good is no longer
tenable in pluralistic societies. Instead, he proposes a framework that secures fairness and stability through
an overlapping consensus on political principles of justice that all citizens can endorse, regardless of their
individual worldviews.

This political conception of justice deliberately avoids reliance on any single comprehensive moral doctrine. It
is designed to be freestanding and accessible to citizens who hold different, sometimes incompatible, beliefs.
Rawls distinguishes between “comprehensive doctrines”—which encompass broad moral or metaphysical
worldviews—and “political conceptions,” which are grounded in public reason and aimed at governing the basic
structure of society.

The Idea of Public Reason

One of the most influential features of Rawls’s political liberalism is the notion of public reason. This concept
demands that citizens and public officials justify political decisions using reasons that others, who may hold
different comprehensive doctrines, can reasonably accept. Public reason thus serves as a normative guideline for
democratic deliberation, ensuring that political power is exercised in a manner that respects pluralism and
promotes legitimacy.

Rawls’s insistence on public reason seeks to reconcile the tension between individual freedom and social
cooperation by focusing on the shared political values that underpin liberal democracy. This framework intends
to prevent domination by any particular group’s ideology and to safeguard equal respect among citizens.

Features and Innovations of Rawls’s Political Liberalism

Rawls’s *political liberalism* introduced several innovative elements to the discourse on justice and liberal
democracy, which distinguish it from classical liberalism and his earlier work.

1. The Overlapping Consensus

The overlapping consensus is a key mechanism that enables stability in a pluralistic society. Unlike a mere modus
vivendi, which is a fragile pragmatic agreement, the overlapping consensus is a deeper, normative endorsement of
political principles by citizens holding diverse comprehensive doctrines. This consensus ensures that the
principles of justice are supported for reasons internal to each doctrine, thereby fostering a more enduring
social unity.



2. Priority of the Right over the Good

Rawls reverses the traditional liberal hierarchy by giving priority to the “right” over the “good.” Rather than
defining justice in terms of an ideal conception of the good life, political liberalism prioritizes just institutions
and fair terms of cooperation that respect individuals as free and equal. This shift underlines a commitment to
procedural fairness and impartiality, aiming to accommodate diverse conceptions of the good life within a
common political framework.

3. The Political Conception of Justice

Rawls’s political conception of justice is centered on two principles: equal basic liberties for all citizens, and
social and economic inequalities arranged to benefit the least advantaged (the difference principle). However,
unlike his earlier work, these principles are formulated to be independent of any particular philosophical or
moral doctrine, making them more inclusive and adaptable to a pluralistic society.

Comparative Perspectives: Rawls’s Political Liberalism vs. Other
Liberal Theories

To appreciate the significance of *political liberalism by john rawls*, it is essential to compare it with other
liberal approaches to justice and pluralism.

Classical Liberalism: Emphasizes individual rights and limited government but tends to assume a shared
moral framework. Rawls’s theory diverges by explicitly addressing moral pluralism and the legitimacy of
diverse worldviews.

Libertarianism: Advocates minimal state intervention and prioritizes individual freedom, often neglecting
social justice concerns. Rawls, by contrast, integrates social justice principles, particularly through
the difference principle.

Communitarianism: Critiques liberalism for neglecting communal values and social contexts. Rawls
responds by focusing on justice as fairness within a political structure that respects individual
autonomy, while acknowledging social cooperation.

This comparison highlights Rawls’s unique contribution: a political theory that balances respect for pluralism
with a robust framework for justice and social cooperation.

Critiques and Challenges

Despite its influence, *political liberalism* has faced several critiques. Some scholars argue that Rawls’s
reliance on public reason is overly idealistic, as real-world political discourse often involves power
struggles and irrational elements. Others question whether the overlapping consensus can be genuinely achieved
in deeply divided societies.

Feminist and critical race theorists have also challenged Rawls’s framework for insufficiently addressing
social inequalities rooted in historical injustices and systemic discrimination. They contend that a purely
formal conception of justice may overlook the substantive realities faced by marginalized groups.

Furthermore, debates persist regarding the feasibility of separating the “right” from the “good,” with some



critics asserting that political principles inevitably reflect underlying moral commitments.

The Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of Political Liberalism

Rawls’s political liberalism remains a cornerstone of modern political philosophy and liberal democratic
theory. It provides a normative foundation for managing diversity without sacrificing justice or social
cohesion. In an era marked by increasing polarization and cultural conflicts, Rawls’s emphasis on public reason
and overlapping consensus offers valuable insights for crafting inclusive political institutions.

Moreover, political liberalism’s influence extends beyond academia into practical debates on constitutional
design, human rights, and multicultural policies. Governments and policymakers often grapple with balancing
respect for cultural differences while upholding universal principles of justice—a challenge Rawls’s framework
directly addresses.

As democratic societies continue to evolve, the tensions Rawls identified between pluralism and political
legitimacy remain central concerns. His work encourages ongoing reflection on how to sustain a fair and stable
society when citizens hold fundamentally different worldviews.

---

In essence, *political liberalism by john rawls* presents a sophisticated and nuanced approach to justice that
acknowledges the realities of pluralism. By shifting the focus from comprehensive moral doctrines to a shared
political framework, Rawls offers a pathway to coexistence grounded in mutual respect and reasoned
agreement. While not without its critics, the theory continues to shape conversations about democracy,
justice, and social cooperation across the globe.

Political Liberalism By John Rawls

  political liberalism by john rawls: Political Liberalism John Rawls, 2005-06-04 Few aspects of
American military history have been as vigorously debated as Harry Truman's decision to use atomic
bombs against Japan. In this carefully crafted volume, Michael Kort describes the wartime
circumstances and thinking that form the context for the decision to use these weapons, surveys the
major debates related to that decision, and provides a comprehensive collection of key primary
source documents that illuminate the behavior of the United States and Japan during the closing
days of World War II. Kort opens with a summary of the debate over Hiroshima as it has evolved
since 1945. He then provides a historical overview of thye events in question, beginning with the
decision and program to build the atomic bomb. Detailing the sequence of events leading to Japan's
surrender, he revisits the decisive battles of the Pacific War and the motivations of American and
Japanese leaders. Finally, Kort examines ten key issues in the discussion of Hiroshima and guides
readers to relevant primary source documents, scholarly books, and articles.
  political liberalism by john rawls: Rawls's Political Liberalism Thom Brooks, Martha C.
Nussbaum, 2015-05-05 Widely hailed as one of the most significant works in modern political
philosophy, John Rawls's Political Liberalism (1993) defended a powerful vision of society that
respects reasonable ways of life, both religious and secular. These core values have never been more
critical as anxiety grows over political and religious difference and new restrictions are placed on
peaceful protest and individual expression. This anthology of original essays suggests new,
groundbreaking applications of Rawls's work in multiple disciplines and contexts. Thom Brooks,
Martha Nussbaum, Onora O'Neill (University of Cambridge), Paul Weithman (University of Notre
Dame), Jeremy Waldron (New York University), and Frank Michelman (Harvard University) explore
political liberalism's relevance to the challenges of multiculturalism, the relationship between the
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state and religion, the struggle for political legitimacy, and the capabilities approach. Extending
Rawls's progressive thought to the fields of law, economics, and public reason, this book helps
advance the project of a free society that thrives despite disagreements over religious and moral
views.
  political liberalism by john rawls: Why Political Liberalism? Paul Weithman, 2010 In WHY
POLITICAL LIBERALISM?, Paul Weithman offers a fresh, rigorous, and compelling interpretation of
John Rawls's reasons for taking his so-called political turn. Weithman takes Rawls at his word that
justice as fairness was recast as a form of political liberalism because of an inconsistency Rawls
found in his early treatment of social stability. He argues that the inconsistency is best seen by
identifying the threats to stability with which the early Rawls was concerned. One of those threats,
often overlooked by Rawls's readers, is the threat that the justice of a well-ordered society would be
undermined by a generalized prisoner's dilemma. Showing how the Rawls of A Theory of Justice
tried to avert that threat shows that the much-neglected third part of that book is of considerably
greater philosophical interest, and has considerably more unity of focus, than is generally
appreciated. Weithman painstakingly reconstructs Rawls's attempts to show that a just society
would be stable, and just as carefully shows why Rawls came to think those arguments were
inconsistent with other parts of his theory. Weithman then shows that the changes Rawls introduced
into his view between Theory of Justice and Political Liberalism result from his attempt to remove
the inconsistency and show that the hazard of the generalized prisoner's dilemma can be averted
after all. Recovering Rawls's two treatments of stability helps to answer contested questions about
the role of the original position and the foundations of justice as fairness. The result is a powerful
and unified reading of Rawls's work that explains his political turn and shows his enduring
engagement with some of the deepest concerns of human life. Weithman has written a masterful
work of Rawls scholarship. This book will deepen our understanding of how and why Rawls
restructured his theory, and illuminate this fascinating transition in the history of political
philosophy. Leif Wenar, Chair of Ethics, Kings College London Weithman's reconstruction of Rawls's
arguments is masterful, convincing and in many ways revelatory. Readers will find that the text
provides compelling answers to a lot of puzzling questions about Rawls's project that have lingered
for some time. Perhaps most importantly, Weithman gives the best explanation to date of exactly
why Rawls felt compelled to revise his theory as he did. Colin Bird, Department of Politics,
University of Virginia
  political liberalism by john rawls: Rawls Explained Paul Voice, 2011-03-11 This book
introduces the reader to the political theories of the American philosopher John Rawls. Rawls was
arguably the most important political philosopher of the twentieth century. Barely a word of political
philosophy is written today that is not indebted in some way, either directly or indirectly, to the
philosophical paradigm that Rawls bequeathed. On his death at aged 81 in 2002 his obituaries,
written by some of the leading figures in Western philosophy, placed him alongside John Locke and
Immanuel Kant in the canon of Western political philosophers. His colleague, the philosopher Hilary
Putnam, said: ‘His work is not going to be forgotten for decades, I think, for centuries.’ Rawls
Explained sets out Rawls’s complex arguments in a way that makes them accessible to first-time
readers of his hugely influential work. This book is both clear in its exposition of Rawls’s ideas and is
true to the complex purposes of his arguments. It also attends to the variety of objections that have
been made to Rawls’s arguments since it is these objections that have shaped the progression of his
work. Therefore the aim of the book is to explain the basic ideas of Rawls’s theory of justice in an
engaging but comprehensive fashion and to guide the reader carefully through his arguments. The
book is divided into three parts corresponding to the three books that form the core of Rawls’s
theory: A Theory of Justice (1971), Political Liberalism (1993) and The Law of Peoples (1999). This
volume sets out Rawls’s ideas in the form of a critical exposition that elaborates the central themes
and philosophical background of his arguments. Each section of the book ends with a survey of some
of the main criticisms of the arguments coupled with Rawls’s strongest counterarguments.
  political liberalism by john rawls: The Idea of a Political Liberalism Clark Wolf, Victoria



Davion, 1999-12-22 In this unique volume, some of today's most eminent political philosophers
examine the thought of John Rawls, focusing in particular on his most recent work. These original
essays explore diverse issues, including the problem of pluralism, the relationship between
constitutive commitment and liberal institutions, just treatment of dissident minorities, the
constitutional implications of liberalism, international relations, and the structure of international
law. The first comprehensive study of Rawls's recent work, The Idea of Political Liberalism will be
indispensable for political philosophers and theorists interested in contemporary political thought.
  political liberalism by john rawls: John Rawls: Political liberalism and the law of
peoples John Rawls, 2002
  political liberalism by john rawls: Rawls Sebastiano Maffettone, 2010 The most complete
introduction to the work of John Rawls. The literature on Rawls and his main arguments are
presented in an unprecedented way. An indispensable tool for teachers and students. This book is
necessary reading for anyone interested in contemporary political thought.
  political liberalism by john rawls: Why Political Liberalism? Paul J. Weithman, 2011 In this
work, Paul Weithman offers a fresh, rigorous and compelling interpretation of John Rawls' reasons
for taking his so-called 'political turn'.
  political liberalism by john rawls: Political Liberalism John Rawls, 2005 This book continues
and revises the ideas of justice as fairness that John Rawls presented in A Theory of Justice but
changes its philosophical interpretation in a fundamental way. That previous work assumed what
Rawls calls a well-ordered society, one that is stable and relatively homogenous in its basic moral
beliefs and in which there is broad agreement about what constitutes the good life. Yet in modern
democratic society a plurality of incompatible and irreconcilable doctrines--religious, philosophical,
and moral--coexist within the framework of democratic institutions. Recognizing this as a permanent
condition of democracy, Rawls asks how a stable and just society of free and equal citizens can live
in concord when divided by reasonable but incompatible doctrines? This edition includes the essay
The Idea of Public Reason Revisited, which outlines Rawls' plans to revise Political Liberalism, which
were cut short by his death. An extraordinary well-reasoned commentary on A Theory of Justice...a
decisive turn towards political philosophy. --Times Literary Supplement
  political liberalism by john rawls: Justice as Fairness John Rawls, 2001-05-16 This book
originated as lectures for a course on political philosophy that Rawls taught regularly at Harvard in
the 1980s. In time the lectures became a restatement of his theory of justice as fairness, revised in
light of his more recent papers and his treatise Political Liberalism (1993). As Rawls writes in the
preface, the restatement presents in one place an account of justice as fairness as I now see it,
drawing on all [my previous] works. He offers a broad overview of his main lines of thought and also
explores specific issues never before addressed in any of his writings. Rawls is well aware that since
the publication of A Theory of Justice in 1971, American society has moved farther away from the
idea of justice as fairness. Yet his ideas retain their power and relevance to debates in a pluralistic
society about the meaning and theoretical viability of liberalism. This book demonstrates that moral
clarity can be achieved even when a collective commitment to justice is uncertain.
  political liberalism by john rawls: John Rawls Catherine Audard, 2014-12-05 John Rawls
(1921-2002) is one of the most influential thinkers of the twentieth century. Contemporary political
philosophy has been reshaped by his seminal ideas and most current work in the discipline is a
response to them. This book introduces his central ideas and examines their contribution to
contemporary political thought. In the first part of the book Catherine Audard focuses on Rawls'
conception of political and social justice and its justification as presented in his groundbreaking A
Theory of Justice. This includes sustained examination of Rawls' moral philosophy and its core thesis,
the primacy of justice, the complex relation between Rawls' views and utilitarianism, and his most
famous concept, the Original Position Device. In the second half of the book, Audard explores Rawls'
more practical concerns for stability and political consensus, citizenship and international justice,
and shows the continuity between these concerns and his earlier work. Throughout, Audard
contextualizes Rawls' ideas by giving a sense of their historical development, which underlines the



intellectual cohesion of his thought. The move between ethics and politics so characteristic of Rawls'
work, and which makes for the richness of his philosophy, is shown to also create for it significant
problems. John Rawls combines clear exposition with insightful analysis and provides an
interpretative and critical framework that will help shape ongoing debates surrounding Rawls' work.
  political liberalism by john rawls: Extending Political Liberalism Martha C. Nussbaum,
2015-04-07 Widely hailed as one of the most significant works in modern political philosophy, John
Rawls's Political Liberalism (1993) defended a powerful vision of society that respects reasonable
ways of life, both religious and secular. These core values have never been more critical as anxiety
grows over political and religious difference and new restrictions are placed on peaceful protest and
individual expression. In her introduction to the volume, Martha Nussbaum discusses the main
themes of Political Liberalism and puts them into the context of contemporary philosophical debates.
  political liberalism by john rawls: The Idea of a Political Liberalism Clark Wolf, Victoria
Davion, 1999-12-22 In this unique volume, some of today's most eminent political philosophers
examine the thought of John Rawls, focusing in particular on his most recent work. These original
essays explore diverse issues, including the problem of pluralism, the relationship between
constitutive commitment and liberal institutions, just treatment of dissident minorities, the
constitutional implications of liberalism, international relations, and the structure of international
law. The first comprehensive study of Rawls's recent work, The Idea of Political Liberalism will be
indispensable for political philosophers and theorists interested in contemporary political thought.
  political liberalism by john rawls: John Rawls J. Donald Moon, 2014-08-26 Donald Moon’s
John Rawls: Liberalism and the Challenges of Late Modernity is distinguished not only by the
originality of its contribution to the literature on one of the most important political philosophers of
the 20th century, but for an argument that will be accessible to students as well as scholars of
justice and its complex array of controversial issues at the heart of our hyper-modern globalized
world. Rawls’s work is often viewed primarily through the lens of liberal theories of social justice
focusing on issues of income distribution and economic inequality. Moon allows for a more complete
understanding of Rawls’ legacy by setting his account of social justice in the context of modern and
increasingly pluralistic democracies. Moon’s reading of Rawls shows how his work breaks with
political theory’s traditional aspiration to provide a general theory of politics, including a theory of
justice, which can be rationally vindicated. Instead, Rawls views theorizing as itself a practical,
political form of engagement, which offers a specifically political conception of justice and political
principles more generally that speak to the conditions of modern, democratic citizens.
  political liberalism by john rawls: John Rawls David A. Reidy, 2017-05-15 Taken together, the
articles collected in this volume offer readers a reliable, illuminating, up-to-date and comprehensive
introduction to both the political philosophy of John Rawls and the most significant of the scholarly
debates it has generated and is likely to generate in coming years. Thoughtfully selected and
introduced by David Reidy, they establish the structure, depth, fecundity and appeal, as well as the
potentially significant defects, of Rawls' thought. The volume represents an invaluable resource for
both students and scholars of Rawls or contemporary political philosophy.
  political liberalism by john rawls: Rawls, Political Liberalism and Reasonable Faith Paul
Weithman, 2016-08-11 This volume brings together ten of Paul Weithman's papers on John Rawls's
liberalism and his defense of reasonable political faith.
  political liberalism by john rawls: Rawls and Religion Daniel A. Dombrowski, 2001-05-24
Employs the political philosophy of John Rawls to address controversies involving politics and
religion.
  political liberalism by john rawls: John Rawls and the Common Good Roberto Luppi,
2021-12-29 The chapters in this book analyze the relationship between core concepts of the common
good and the work of American political philosopher John Rawls. One of the main criticisms that has
been made of Rawls is his supposed neglect of central aspects of collective life. The contributors to
this book explore the possibility of a substantive and community-oriented interpretation of Rawls’s
thought. The chapters investigate Rawls’s views on values such as community, faith, fraternity,



friendship, gender equality, love, political liberty, reciprocity, respect, sense of justice, and virtue.
They demonstrate that Rawls finds a balance between certain individualistic aspects of his theory of
justice and the value of community. In doing so, the book offers insightful new readings of Rawls.
John Rawls and the Common Good will be of interest to scholars and advanced students working in
political, moral, and legal philosophy.
  political liberalism by john rawls: The Law of Peoples John Rawls, 1999 This work consists
of two parts: The Idea of Public Reason Revisited and The Law of Peoples. Taken together, they are
the culmination of more than 50 years of reflection on liberalism and on some pressing problems of
our times.
  political liberalism by john rawls: Justice and the Social Contract Samuel Freeman, 2007 Pt.
I.A theory of justice. Reason and agreement in social contract views ; Utilitarianism, deontology, and
the priority of right ; Consequentialism, publicity, stability, and property-owning democracy ; Rawls
and luck egalitarianism ; Congruence and the good of justice -- pt. II. Political liberalism. Political
Liberalism and the possibility of a just democratic constitution ; Public reason and political
justification -- pt. III. The law of peoples. The law of peoples, social cooperation, human rights, and
distributative justice ; Distributative justice and the law of peoples.
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