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Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings Edward S Morse: Exploring Traditional Architecture
and Cultural Context

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse offer a fascinating window
into the architectural and cultural heritage of Japan during the late 19th century. Edward S.
Morse, an American zoologist and orientalist, is widely recognized for his detailed
observations and writings about Japanese life, especially in relation to domestic
architecture and the integration of natural surroundings. His work provides invaluable
insights into how Japanese homes are designed not just as shelters but as harmonious
extensions of their environment.

If you’ve ever been curious about the unique charm of traditional Japanese houses or
wondered how these homes reflect the broader cultural values of simplicity, nature
appreciation, and functional beauty, Morse’s studies serve as an essential guide. Let’s dive
deeper into the subject and uncover the key elements that define Japanese homes and
their surroundings through the lens of Edward S. Morse.

The Historical Context of Japanese Homes
Through Morse’s Eyes

When Edward S. Morse first arrived in Japan in the 1870s, the country was undergoing rapid
modernization after centuries of relative isolation. Despite this, traditional homes, known as
minka, were still prevalent, and Morse took particular interest in their construction, layout,
and relationship with nature.

Morse’s observations reveal that Japanese homes were thoughtfully designed to
accommodate climate, lifestyle, and cultural practices. Unlike Western houses of the time,
which often emphasized grandeur and permanence, Japanese dwellings reflected
impermanence and adaptability. This was evident in their lightweight wooden structures,
movable partitions, and tatami flooring.

The Role of Nature in Japanese Domestic Architecture

One of the most striking aspects highlighted by Morse in his writings is how Japanese
homes embrace their surroundings. Gardens, courtyards, and the natural landscape were
not afterthoughts but integral parts of the living experience.

Japanese homes were typically oriented to maximize natural light and ventilation, with
large sliding doors (shoji) that opened onto verandas and gardens. This design blurred the
boundaries between indoor and outdoor spaces, allowing residents to enjoy seasonal
changes and the beauty of nature from within their homes.



Morse noted that even the smallest homes often featured carefully tended gardens or
bonsai arrangements, emphasizing the cultural importance of nature’s presence in
everyday life. This connection fostered a sense of tranquility and mindfulness that
permeated Japanese domestic life.

Architectural Features Detailed by Edward S.
Morse

Edward S. Morse’s detailed sketches and descriptions provide a rare glimpse into the
construction techniques and materials used in traditional Japanese homes. Understanding
these features helps us appreciate the ingenuity and subtle elegance of Japanese
architecture.

Wooden Framework and Joinery

Unlike the heavy masonry construction common in the West, Japanese homes relied heavily
on timber framing. Morse admired the craftsmanship of wooden joinery, which often
required no nails or metal fasteners. This technique allowed buildings to flex and withstand
earthquakes better, a critical consideration in Japan’s seismic regions.

The use of natural, untreated wood also gave interiors a warm, organic feel, complemented
by the natural light filtering through paper screens.

Tatami Mats and Interior Layout

Morse was fascinated by the use of tatami mats as flooring, which dictated room
dimensions and the overall spatial arrangement. A standard tatami mat size influenced the
modular design of rooms, allowing flexibility in how spaces were used—whether for
sleeping, eating, or entertaining guests.

Sliding fusuma panels allowed rooms to be opened up or sectioned off, creating an
adaptable living environment that suited different needs throughout the day. This fluidity
was a hallmark of Japanese domestic architecture.

The Cultural Significance of Surroundings in
Japanese Homes

Beyond architecture, Morse emphasized the cultural philosophies underpinning the
relationship between Japanese homes and their surroundings. Concepts such as wabi-sabi
(the beauty of imperfection and transience) and shakkei (borrowed scenery) were reflected
in how homes were designed to harmonize with nature and the passage of time.



Wabi-Sabi and Simplicity

Morse’s accounts reveal how Japanese aesthetics favored simplicity, natural materials, and
an understated elegance that celebrated the passage of time. Rather than striving for
ostentation, traditional homes featured modest decor, natural textures, and an appreciation
of the imperfect beauty found in wood grain, stone pathways, and weathered surfaces.

This philosophy encouraged homeowners to find contentment in their immediate
environment and fostered a deep connection to the natural world surrounding their homes.

Shakkei: Borrowed Scenery in Garden Design

One of the most poetic elements of Japanese home surroundings is the practice of shakkei,
or “borrowed scenery.” Morse described how gardens were designed not just as isolated
spaces but to incorporate distant landscapes—mountains, trees, or even neighboring
features—into the visual composition.

This technique created a sense of expansiveness and unity with the larger environment,
making the home feel part of a greater whole rather than a discrete structure.

Lessons from Edward S. Morse for Modern
Homeowners and Designers

While Morse’s work dates back over a century, the principles he highlighted remain
incredibly relevant today, especially as people seek sustainable, mindful, and nature-
integrated living spaces.

Embracing Natural Materials and Craftsmanship

Modern architects and homeowners can learn from the Japanese emphasis on natural
materials like wood, paper, and stone. These elements not only create healthier indoor
environments but also age beautifully, telling a story over time rather than becoming
obsolete.

Investing in craftsmanship, such as joinery techniques or bespoke carpentry, can lead to
homes that are both resilient and aesthetically timeless.

Designing for Flexibility and Connection to Nature

The adaptable layouts of traditional Japanese homes, with sliding panels and multipurpose
rooms, offer inspiration for flexible living spaces that cater to changing needs. Opening up
interiors to gardens or outdoor areas can enhance well-being by fostering a stronger



connection to nature.

Even small urban spaces can benefit from incorporating greenery, natural light, and views
that evoke the calming principles Morse admired.

Incorporating Cultural and Philosophical Values

Beyond physical design, the cultural values of simplicity, mindfulness, and harmony with
nature offer guidance for creating homes that nurture the spirit. By focusing on quality over
quantity, embracing imperfection, and appreciating the environment, homeowners can
cultivate spaces that support a more intentional and balanced lifestyle.

Exploring the ideas Edward S. Morse documented reminds us that architecture is not just
about buildings but about how those buildings relate to people and the world around them.

The enduring appeal of Japanese homes and their surroundings, as seen through Morse’s
observations, lies in their ability to blend utility with beauty, tradition with adaptability, and
the built environment with the natural landscape. For anyone interested in architecture,
culture, or simply creating a more harmonious home, these insights offer timeless
inspiration.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Edward S. Morse in relation to Japanese homes?

Edward S. Morse was an American zoologist and orientalist who is well-known for his
detailed studies and illustrations of Japanese homes and their surroundings during the late
19th century.

What contributions did Edward S. Morse make to the
study of Japanese homes?

Edward S. Morse documented traditional Japanese architecture, household objects, and
garden designs, providing valuable insights and detailed illustrations that helped introduce
Japanese culture to the Western world.

What is the significance of Morse’s book on Japanese
homes and their surroundings?

Morse’s book offers an in-depth look at the structure, design, and cultural importance of
Japanese homes and gardens, serving as a key resource for understanding traditional
Japanese living and aesthetics.



How did Edward S. Morse’s background influence his
observations of Japanese homes?

As a scientist and artist, Morse combined meticulous observation with detailed drawings,
which allowed him to capture the architectural and cultural nuances of Japanese homes
with accuracy and sensitivity.

What are some typical features of Japanese homes
highlighted by Edward S. Morse?

Morse highlighted features such as tatami mats, sliding shoji screens, wooden verandas,
and the integration of indoor and outdoor spaces, emphasizing simplicity and harmony with
nature.

How did Morse’s work impact Western perceptions of
Japanese architecture?

His work helped Western audiences appreciate the elegance and functionality of Japanese
homes, influencing design trends and encouraging cultural exchange during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries.

Did Edward S. Morse study the surroundings of
Japanese homes as well?

Yes, Morse also examined Japanese gardens and the natural environment surrounding
homes, illustrating how these elements were essential to the overall aesthetic and lifestyle.

What time period do Edward S. Morse’s studies on
Japanese homes cover?

Morse’s observations and studies primarily cover the Meiji period (late 19th century), a time
when Japan was opening up to the West and undergoing significant cultural transformation.

Are Edward S. Morse’s works on Japanese homes still
relevant today?

Yes, Morse’s detailed documentation remains a valuable historical resource for architects,
historians, and cultural scholars interested in traditional Japanese residential design and its
evolution.

Additional Resources

**Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings: Insights from Edward S. Morse**

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse represent a pivotal subject
in understanding not only traditional Japanese architecture but also the cultural and



environmental philosophies embedded within these living spaces. Edward S. Morse, an
American zoologist and orientalist, is renowned for his detailed observations and pioneering
documentation of Japanese culture during the late 19th century. His work on Japanese
homes offers invaluable perspectives on the interplay between architecture, nature, and
daily life in Japan, providing a foundation for both historical study and contemporary
architectural appreciation.

Edward S. Morse and His Contribution to
Japanese Architectural Studies

Edward S. Morse arrived in Japan in 1877 as a professor of zoology but quickly became
fascinated by Japanese culture and architecture. His detailed sketches and writings,
especially those on Japanese homes and their surroundings, have been instrumental in
introducing Western audiences to the nuances of Japanese domestic spaces. Morse’s
observations transcended mere aesthetic appreciation; he examined the functional, social,
and environmental aspects of traditional Japanese dwellings, which contrasted significantly
with Western housing concepts of his time.

Contextualizing Morse’s Observations

During the Meiji period, Japan was undergoing rapid modernization and Westernization.
Morse’s work documented traditional homes at a time when they were beginning to be
influenced by Western architectural styles. His attention to the wooden structures, tatami
mats, sliding doors (fusuma and shoji), and integration of natural elements highlighted a
harmonious living environment that was both practical and deeply symbolic.

Morse’s documentation also shed light on the significance of the home’s surroundings —
gardens, courtyards, and the relationship of the house to its natural environment. This
holistic view is crucial for understanding how Japanese homes were designed not just as
isolated shelters but as part of a broader living ecosystem.

Architectural Features of Traditional Japanese
Homes

Japanese homes, as detailed by Morse, are characterized by several distinctive features
that prioritize simplicity, flexibility, and a seamless connection with nature.

Structural Elements

- ¥*Wooden Framework:** Traditional Japanese houses are primarily wooden, with a post-
and-beam construction that allows for open interiors.



- **Tatami Flooring:** Floors covered with tatami mats regulate internal temperature and
provide comfort.

- ¥**¥Sliding Doors:** Fusuma and shoji serve as flexible partitions, enabling rooms to be
reconfigured easily.

- ¥*Engawa:** A wooden veranda or corridor that blurs the boundary between indoor and
outdoor spaces.

Integration with Surroundings

Morse emphasized the thoughtful placement of houses within their surroundings. Gardens
were not mere decorations but carefully curated landscapes that reflected seasonal
changes and philosophical ideals such as wabi-sabi (beauty in imperfection) and mono no
aware (an awareness of the transient nature of things).

Elements such as stone lanterns, koi ponds, and stepping stones were common. The
orientation of the house often considered sunlight, wind direction, and views, underscoring
a profound respect for natural forces.

Comparative Insights: Japanese Homes versus
Western Dwellings

One of the most compelling aspects of Morse’s writings is his comparison between Japanese
and Western homes. Unlike the Western emphasis on permanence, enclosed spaces, and
ornate decoration, Japanese homes focused on impermanence, modularity, and natural
simplicity.

* Flexibility: Western homes often had fixed room functions, whereas Japanese homes
used sliding doors to adapt spaces for different purposes.

e Materials: Japanese architecture favored natural, locally sourced materials such as
wood and paper, contrasting with Western reliance on stone and brick.

¢ Indoor-Outdoor Relationship: Japanese homes maintained a fluid connection with
nature, a concept less emphasized in Western designs of the era.

These distinctions highlight not only architectural differences but also varying cultural
attitudes toward space, nature, and domestic life.

Environmental and Social Considerations

Morse’s analysis also touched on environmental sustainability long before it became a
global concern. The use of natural materials and the emphasis on ventilation and natural



lighting made Japanese homes energy-efficient by modern standards. Socially, the design
encouraged communal living and interaction, reflecting the collective values of Japanese
society.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

The insights from "japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse" continue to
influence architects and scholars today. Contemporary Japanese architecture often revisits
traditional principles such as minimalism, modularity, and integration with nature. Morse’s
meticulous records serve as a bridge connecting past and present, offering lessons in
sustainable design and cultural sensitivity.

In modern urban environments where space is limited, architects draw inspiration from the
flexibility of sliding partitions and the multifunctional use of rooms. Furthermore, the
appreciation of gardens and natural surroundings remains a hallmark of Japanese
residential design, underscoring the enduring relevance of Morse’s observations.

Preservation Challenges and Opportunities

Despite their cultural value, many traditional Japanese homes face threats from urban
development and natural disasters. Morse’s work helps underscore the importance of
preservation efforts. By documenting architectural techniques and philosophies, his legacy
supports initiatives aimed at safeguarding Japan's architectural heritage while adapting it
for contemporary needs.

e Challenges: Aging wooden structures, high maintenance costs, and modernization
pressures.

e Opportunities: Adaptive reuse of traditional homes, integration of modern
technology with classic designs, and cultural tourism.

These dynamics illustrate the complex balance between honoring tradition and embracing
innovation.

Edward S. Morse’s exploration of Japanese homes and their surroundings remains a critical
resource for understanding the cultural, environmental, and architectural ethos of Japan.
His work transcends time, inviting continuous reflection on how living spaces can
harmonize with nature and human needs, a concept increasingly vital in today’s global
conversation on sustainable architecture.



Japanese Homes And Their Surroundings Edward S Morse

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward Sylvester Morse, 1886

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese homes and their
surroundings, by Edward S. Morse ... With illustrations by the author Edward Sylvester Morse, 1885

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward S. Morse, 2007-08-15 Morse's publication is an idea book par excellence ...
Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings is likely to continue to be a valued resource for some time
to come.—David and Michiko Young First published in 1886, this classic review of the Japanese
house and garden remains an authoritative description of the architecture of the traditional
Japanese home. The work of Edward S. Morse, a groundbreaking and imaginative inventor,
academic, author and museum curator, this edition of Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings
features an introduction by David and Michiko Young placing the book in its historical context and
explaining its continued relevance. Containing over 300 detailed illustrations and revealing
important historical and cultural sources, Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings is a time-tested
resource for architects and landscape designers alike. Chapters include: House Construction
Carpenters' Tools and Appliances City and Country Houses Tearooms Portable Screens Household
Shrines Vestibule and Hall Flowers Bridges Views of Private Gardens Houses of the Aino

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward Sylvester Morse, 1975

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward S. Morse, 1961

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward Sylvester Morse, 1888

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese homes and their
surroundings Edward S. Morse, Clay Lancaster, 1961

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward Sylvester Morse, 2012-01 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1)
We have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with
introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward S. Morse, 1972

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings; with Illustrations by the Author Edward Sylvester Morse, 2013-09 This historic
book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned
copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1888
edition. Excerpt: ...upon which rest crosswise thin planks of wood with their edges overlapping. One
sees this form of ceiling everywhere, from north to south, in inns, private dwellings, and shops. This
form is as universal in Japan as is the ordinary white plaster-ceiling with us. In many other forms of
ceiling, however, wood of the most tortuous grain is preferred. In the little houses made for the
tea-parties the ceiling is often of some rustic design, --either a layer of rush resting on bamboo
rafters, or thin, wide strips of wood braided or matted like basket-work. Sometimes the ceiling
instead of being flat is arching; that is, the sides run up like a roof, and meet above in a flat panel, or
the ceiling may be made up of panels either square or angular. A very elaborate and beautiful ceiling
is seen in fig. 127 (see page 146). The structure is supposed to be in imitation of a country thatched
roof. The centre panel consists of a huge plank of cedar, the irregular grain cut out in such a way as


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-183/japanese-homes-and-their-surroundings-edward-s-morse.pdf

to show the lines in high-relief, giving it the appearance of very old wood, in which the softer lines
have been worn away. The round sticks which form the frame for the plank, and those bordering the
ceiling, as well as those running from the corners of the ceiling to the corners of the plank, are of
red pine with the bark unremoved. The radiating rafters are of large yellow bamboo, while the
smaller beams running parallel to the sides of the room consist of small dark-brown and polished
bamboo; the body of the ceiling is made up of a brown rush, called hagi, --this representing the
thatch. This ceiling was simply charming; it was clean, pure, and effective; it gave the room a lofty
appearance, and was moreover thoroughly constructive. Our architects might well.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward Sylvester Morse, 2020-06-04 In the cities the quarters for the wealthier
classes are not so sharply defined as with us, though the love for pleasant outlooks and beautiful
scenery tends to enhance the value of certain districts, and consequently to bring together the
wealthier classes. In nearly all the cities, however, you will find the houses of the wealthy in the
immediate vicinity of the habitations of the poorest. In Tokio one may find streets, or narrow [pg 6]
alleys, lined with a continuous row of the cheapest shelters; and here dwell the poorest people.
Though squalid and dirty as such places appear to the Japanese, they are immaculate in comparison
with the unutterable filth and misery of similar quarters in nearly all the great cities of Christendom.
Certainly a rich man in Japan would not, as a general thing, buy up the land about his house to keep
the poorer classes at a distance, for the reason that their presence would not be objectionable, since
poverty in Japan is not associated with the impossible manners of a similar class at home.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings (Classic Reprint) Edward Sylvester Morse, 2015-07-01 Excerpt from Japanese
Homes and Their Surroundings In an exceedingly interesting article on the early study of the Dutch
in Japan, by Professor K. Mitsukuri, the author has occasion to refer to the uncle of one of the three
famous Japanese scholars who translated into Japanese a Dutch book on anatomy. He says this uncle
Miyada was almost eccentric in his disposition. He held it to be a solemn duty to learn any art or
accomplishment that might be going out of the world, and then describe it so fully that it might be
preserved to posterity. The nephew was faithful to his uncle's instructions, and though following
medicine for his profession, he took it upon himself to learn 'hitoyogiri, ' - a certain kind of music
which was well-nigh forgotten, - and even went so far as to study a kind of dramatic acting. Though
not animated by Miyada's spirit when I set about the task of collecting the material embodied in this
work, I feel now that the labor has not been altogether in vain, as it may result in preserving many
details of the Japanese house, - some of them trivial, perhaps, - which in a few decades of years may
be difficult, if not impossible, to obtain. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Building Systems for Interior
Designers Corky Binggeli, 2010 Written in a straightforward, nontechnical style that maintains
depth and accuracy, this landmark reference is the first text on building systems for interior
designers. From heating and cooling systems, water and waste, electricity, lighting, interior
transportation and communication systems, all of the mechanical and electrical systems that interior
designers need to know are covered in a clear and accessible way. The technical knowledge and
vocabulary presented here allow interior designers to communicate more effectively with architects,
engineers, and contractors while collaborating on projects, leading to more accurate solutions for
problems related to a broad range of other building considerations with an impact on interior design
New to this edition are chapters on structural systems and building components, and how they are




integrated with the other systems. Illustrated with over 100 photographs and drawings new to this
edition, Building Systems for Interior Designers is sure to be constantly at the fingertips of
designers.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings Edward Sylvester Morse, 2020-06-04 In the cities the quarters for the wealthier
classes are not so sharply defined as with us, though the love for pleasant outlooks and beautiful
scenery tends to enhance the value of certain districts, and consequently to bring together the
wealthier classes. In nearly all the cities, however, you will find the houses of the wealthy in the
immediate vicinity of the habitations of the poorest. In Tokio one may find streets, or narrow [pg 6]
alleys, lined with a continuous row of the cheapest shelters; and here dwell the poorest people.
Though squalid and dirty as such places appear to the Japanese, they are immaculate in comparison
with the unutterable filth and misery of similar quarters in nearly all the great cities of Christendom.
Certainly a rich man in Japan would not, as a general thing, buy up the land about his house to keep
the poorer classes at a distance, for the reason that their presence would not be objectionable, since
poverty in Japan is not associated with the impossible manners of a similar class at home

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japanese Homes and Their
Surroundings - Scholar's Choice Edition Edward Sylvester Morse, 2015-02-13 This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps
(as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Japan's Empire of Birds Annika A.
Culver, 2022-03-24 As a transnational history of science, Japan's Empire of Birds: Aristocrats,
Anglo-Americans, and Transwar Ornithology focuses on the political aspects of highly mobile
Japanese explorer-scientists, or cosmopolitan gentlemen of science, circulating between Japanese
and British/American spaces in the transwar period from the 1920s to 1950s. Annika A. Culver
examines a network of zoologists united by their practice of ornithology and aristocratic status. She
goes on to explore issues of masculinity and race related to this amidst the backdrop of imperial
Japan's interwar period of peaceful internationalism, the rise of fascism, the Japanese takeover of
Manchuria, and war in China and the Pacific. Culver concludes by investigating how these scientists
repurposed their aims during Japan's Allied Occupation and the Cold War. Inspired by geographer
Doreen Massey, themes covered in the volume include social space and place in these specific
locations and how identities transform to garner social capital and scientific credibility in
transnational associations and travel for non-white scientists.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Frank Lloyd Wright and Japan
Kevin Nute, 2000 Looks at Wright's formal and philosophical debt to Japanese art and architecture.
Eight areas of influence are examined in detail, from Japanese prints to specific individuals and
publications, and are illustrated with text and drawn analyses.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: Frank Lloyd Wright And Japan
Revisited: Traditional Japanese Culture As A Means To Modern American Architecture Kevin Nute,
2024-12-13 Although it has long been accepted that America's most famous architect was influenced
by Japanese culture, the nature of Frank Lloyd Wright's debt to Japan has remained unclear. This
book argues that Japan had a more profound impact on Wright's approach to design, and in
particular on his notion of the organic, than has previously been acknowledged. It suggests that the



influence of Ernest Fenollosa (1853-1908), the leading American authority on Japanese art at the
turn of the 20th century — who also happened to be the cousin of Wright's first employer in Chicago,
the Shingle Style architect Joseph Silsbee (1848-1913) — was pivotal in bringing together what
would become Wright's twin passions of Japanese art and the organic whole.Building on the success
of the original book, which won the 1994 American Institute of Architects' International
Architectural Monograph Award, this revised and expanded edition contains new sections on the
Western image of Japan as other, the question of cultural appropriation, and Wright's translation of
Japanese building forms into his own architectural language.

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: The Honorable Picnic Thomas
Raucat, 2013-12-19 Written in 1924, this has been called the best novel ever written abo Penned in
1924, this has been called the best novel ever written about Japan, and its charm remains
undiminished. The French author, a pilot during World War I, was sent to Japan as a flying instructor
after the war, and this book is a fictionalised account with line drawings of the year he spent

japanese homes and their surroundings edward s morse: H.H. Richardson Maureen
Meister, 1999 Viewed this way, Richardson becomes a more challenging figure - an architect who in
many ways was shaped by and was consistent with his era, even as he dominated it. In addition to
shedding new light on the architect, the book shows how much Richardson scholarship has changed
and matured over the course of a century.--BOOK JACKET.
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