history of the eucharist

History of the Eucharist: Tracing the Sacred Tradition Through Time

history of the eucharist is a fascinating journey into one of Christianity’s most profound and sacred
rituals. Celebrated across countless denominations, the Eucharist—also known as Holy Communion or
the Lord’'s Supper—holds a central place in Christian worship. But how did this tradition begin, and
how has it evolved over the centuries? Exploring the history of the Eucharist reveals not only the
theological depths of this sacrament but also how it has shaped Christian identity and practice from
the earliest days of the Church to the present.

Origins of the Eucharist in Early Christianity

The story of the Eucharist begins with the Last Supper, the final meal Jesus shared with his disciples
before his crucifixion. According to the New Testament Gospels—particularly in Matthew 26, Mark 14,
Luke 22, and Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians—the institution of the Eucharist occurred during this
meal. Jesus took bread and wine, blessed them, and gave them to his followers, instructing them to
“do this in remembrance of me.”

The Last Supper and Its Symbolism

At the Last Supper, Jesus used bread and wine as symbols of his body and blood, foreshadowing his
sacrifice on the cross. This moment was revolutionary, as it established a ritual that would become a
cornerstone of Christian worship. Early Christians understood this act as a new covenant, one that
fulfilled the promises of the Old Testament while inaugurating a new way to encounter God.

The Early Church’s Celebration of the Eucharist

In the decades following Jesus’s death and resurrection, the early Christian community gathered
regularly to celebrate the Eucharist. These gatherings, often called the “breaking of the bread,”
served both as communal meals and sacred acts of worship. The Didache, an early Christian text
dating from the first century, provides some of the earliest instructions on how these Eucharistic
celebrations were conducted, highlighting prayers of thanksgiving and the importance of unity among
believers.

Theological Development and Liturgical Practices

As Christianity spread throughout the Roman Empire and beyond, the understanding and practice of
the Eucharist developed significantly. The history of the Eucharist is marked by rich theological
reflection and diverse liturgical expressions that shaped how Christians experienced this sacrament.



Early Theological Reflections

Early Church Fathers like Ignatius of Antioch, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus wrote extensively about the
Eucharist, emphasizing its sacrificial nature and real presence of Christ. Ignatius, writing in the early
second century, insisted that the Eucharist was truly the “body of Christ,” opposing views that saw it
merely as symbolic. Justin Martyr, in his Apology, described the Eucharistic celebration in detail,
explaining how bread and wine became the flesh and blood of Jesus through the invocation of the
Holy Spirit.

Development of Liturgical Rites

The liturgical form of the Eucharist began to take shape during this period, with prayers, readings,
and specific rituals becoming standardized. The Roman Canon, one of the oldest Eucharistic prayers
still in use today, traces its roots back to the third and fourth centuries. Meanwhile, other Christian
traditions developed their own rites, such as the Byzantine Divine Liturgy attributed to Saint John
Chrysostom.

Medieval Transformations and the Doctrine of
Transubstantiation

The Middle Ages brought significant changes to the theology and practice of the Eucharist. The history
of the Eucharist during this era reflects a deepening fascination with the mystery of Christ’s presence
in the sacrament, as well as new controversies and devotional practices.

The Rise of Scholastic Theology

Medieval theologians like Thomas Aquinas worked to articulate a philosophical explanation for how
bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ. This led to the formal doctrine of
transubstantiation, which holds that the substance of bread and wine is transformed, while their
accidents (appearance, taste, and texture) remain unchanged. This doctrine was officially affirmed at
the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 and later at the Council of Trent in the 16th century.

Popular Devotions and Eucharistic Adoration

During the medieval period, the celebration of the Mass became more elaborate, and popular
devotion to the Eucharist intensified. Practices such as the elevation of the host and the feast of
Corpus Christi emphasized the real presence of Christ and encouraged worshippers to meditate on
the sacrament outside of Mass through Eucharistic adoration.



The Reformation and Diverse Understandings of the
Eucharist

The 16th-century Protestant Reformation brought significant challenges and changes to the history of
the Eucharist. Reformers questioned many aspects of the medieval Catholic understanding and
practice, leading to a variety of new interpretations.

Lutheran, Reformed, and Anabaptist Views

Martin Luther retained a belief in the real presence but rejected transubstantiation, proposing instead
the concept of “sacramental union,” where Christ is truly present “in, with, and under” the forms of
bread and wine. Meanwhile, Reformed theologians like John Calvin saw the Eucharist as a spiritual
presence, emphasizing the role of faith in receiving Christ. Anabaptists often viewed the Lord’s
Supper primarily as a symbolic memorial of Christ’s sacrifice.

Impact on Catholic Practice

The Catholic Church responded to the Reformation with the Council of Trent (1545-1563), reaffirming
the doctrine of transubstantiation and the sacrificial nature of the Mass. This period also saw the
standardization of the Roman Missal, shaping the modern celebration of the Eucharist in the Catholic
tradition.

Modern Expressions and Ecumenical Dialogue

In more recent history, the Eucharist continues to be a vital and sometimes contested practice among
Christians. The 20th and 21st centuries have witnessed both liturgical renewal and ecumenical efforts
aimed at bridging differences.

Liturgical Reform and Renewal

The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) introduced significant reforms to the Catholic Mass,
encouraging active participation by the laity, use of vernacular languages, and a renewed emphasis
on the communal nature of the Eucharist. Many Protestant communities also revisited their liturgies,
seeking to recover early Christian simplicity and deepen worship experience.

Ecumenical Conversations

Recognizing the central importance of the Eucharist, many ecumenical dialogues have sought
common ground. While differences remain, such conversations foster mutual respect and
understanding, highlighting shared beliefs in Christ’s presence and the communal nature of the



sacrament.

Why Understanding the History of the Eucharist
Matters Today

Exploring the history of the Eucharist provides valuable insights into how this sacred meal continues
to shape Christian faith and identity. Whether one is Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, or part of another
Christian tradition, the Eucharist embodies a profound connection to Jesus’s sacrifice and promise.

Recognizing the historical development of Eucharistic theology and practice can deepen appreciation
for its mystery and significance. It encourages believers to approach the sacrament with reverence,
understanding, and a spirit of unity. Moreover, this history reminds us that the Eucharist is not just a
ritual but a living tradition that invites participation in the ongoing story of faith.

The rich tapestry of the history of the Eucharist reveals a sacrament that transcends time and culture,
continually inviting Christians into a transformative encounter with the divine.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Eucharist in Christian tradition?

The Eucharist originated from the Last Supper Jesus shared with his disciples, as recorded in the New
Testament, where he instructed them to eat bread and drink wine in remembrance of him.

How did early Christians celebrate the Eucharist?

Early Christians celebrated the Eucharist as a communal meal called the 'agape feast,' which included
the breaking of bread and sharing of wine to commemorate Jesus' sacrifice.

What theological significance did the Eucharist hold in the
early Church?

In the early Church, the Eucharist was seen as a sacrament of unity, a means of grace, and a symbol
of Christ's body and blood, reinforcing the believers' connection to Jesus and each other.

How did the doctrine of transubstantiation develop in the
history of the Eucharist?

The doctrine of transubstantiation, which holds that the bread and wine become the actual body and
blood of Christ, was formally defined by the Catholic Church during the Fourth Lateran Council in
1215.



What role did the Eucharist play during the Protestant
Reformation?

During the Protestant Reformation, reformers challenged the Catholic understanding of the Eucharist,
leading to diverse interpretations such as consubstantiation by Luther and symbolic remembrance by
Zwingli.

How has the celebration of the Eucharist evolved in modern
times?

Modern celebrations of the Eucharist have evolved to include vernacular languages, active lay
participation, and ecumenical openness, especially following the reforms of the Second Vatican
Council.

What are the main differences in Eucharistic theology among
Christian denominations?

Catholics believe in transubstantiation, Orthodox Christians in the real presence without defining the
change, Protestants vary from consubstantiation to symbolic interpretations, reflecting diverse
theological views.

Why is the Eucharist considered the 'source and summit' of
Christian life?

The Eucharist is called the 'source and summit' because it embodies Christ's sacrifice and grace,
nourishing believers spiritually and uniting the Church as the body of Christ.

Additional Resources
The History of the Eucharist: A Journey Through Christian Tradition

history of the eucharist traces one of the most profound rituals in Christian worship, rooted deeply
in the narrative of Jesus Christ and evolving through centuries of theological reflection and
ecclesiastical practice. As a sacrament that symbolizes the body and blood of Christ, the Eucharist has
played a central role in shaping Christian identity, liturgy, and doctrine. This article explores the
origins, development, and diverse interpretations of the Eucharist, providing a comprehensive
overview that connects historical scholarship with contemporary religious understanding.

Origins of the Eucharist in Early Christianity

The history of the eucharist begins with the accounts of the Last Supper, as recorded in the Synoptic
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians. These texts describe
Jesus instituting the ritual by breaking bread and sharing wine, commanding his followers to "do this
in remembrance of me." This moment established a profound symbolic act that would become the
foundation of Christian communal worship.



Early Christian communities adopted the Eucharist not only as a memorial but also as a means of
spiritual communion with Christ. The Didache, an early Christian document from the first century,
offers one of the earliest non-biblical references to Eucharistic practice, emphasizing thanksgiving and
the communal aspect of the meal. This underscores the dual nature of the Eucharist as both a rite of
remembrance and a fellowship meal, reflecting Jewish Passover traditions from which Christianity
partly emerged.

The Influence of Jewish Rituals

Understanding the history of the eucharist requires acknowledging its roots in Jewish liturgical
traditions. The Passover meal, with its symbolic foods and rituals commemorating liberation from
Egypt, heavily influenced early Christian Eucharistic practices. The use of bread and wine in Jewish
ceremonies provided a natural framework for the new rite instituted by Jesus.

Moreover, the concept of sacrifice in Judaism, particularly the offerings in the Temple, shaped how
early Christians interpreted the Eucharist. While the Jewish sacrifices were literal offerings to God, the
Eucharist introduced a spiritualized form of sacrifice, where Christ's sacrifice was made present and
commemorated in the communal meal.

Theological Development and Interpretations

The history of the eucharist is marked by evolving theological understandings that have sparked
significant debate and diversity within Christianity. From the earliest centuries, theologians and
church leaders sought to articulate what the Eucharist signifies and how it functions spiritually.

Real Presence vs. Symbolic Interpretation

One of the central theological controversies revolves around the "real presence" of Christ in the
Eucharist. The Catholic Church teaches transubstantiation, the belief that the bread and wine become
the actual body and blood of Christ while retaining their accidents or appearances. This doctrine was
formally defined at the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 and reaffirmed at the Council of Trent in the
16th century.

In contrast, many Protestant denominations, emerging from the Reformation, hold varied views
ranging from consubstantiation (Lutheran belief that Christ is present alongside the substance of
bread and wine) to symbolic memorialism (as in many Baptist and Reformed traditions). These
differing interpretations reflect theological priorities regarding scripture, tradition, and the nature of
sacraments.

The Eucharist as Sacrifice and Thanksgiving

The term "Eucharist" itself derives from the Greek word "eucharistia," meaning thanksgiving. Early
Christians understood the Eucharist as an act of gratitude to God for the gift of salvation. Over time,



the concept of the Eucharist as a sacrifice became dominant, especially in Catholic and Orthodox
traditions, emphasizing the sacrificial death of Christ made present in the liturgy.

The Orthodox Church, while affirming the real presence, tends to avoid overly philosophical
explanations like transubstantiation, focusing instead on the mystery of the sacrament. The Eastern
liturgies also highlight the Eucharist's role in theosis, or union with God, integrating theology with
mystical experience.

Historical Milestones in Eucharistic Practice

The history of the eucharist is not only theological but also liturgical, reflecting changes in how the
sacrament has been celebrated and understood in practice.

Early Liturgical Forms

In the early centuries, the Eucharist was celebrated within the context of a full communal meal known
as the agape feast. Over time, as Christianity became more institutionalized, the Eucharist evolved
into a more formalized ritual separate from ordinary meals. The Apostolic Constitutions, a 4th-century
document, provides insight into early liturgical prayers and the structure of the Eucharistic
celebration.

Medieval Developments

The Middle Ages saw significant developments in Eucharistic devotion and theology. The doctrine of
transubstantiation was articulated to combat heresies denying Christ’'s presence. The elevation of the
host during Mass became a focal point for worshippers, and the practice of Eucharistic adoration
emerged.

Additionally, the laity’s participation shifted from receiving both bread and wine to often receiving

only the bread, a practice that would later be contested in the Reformation. The rise of Eucharistic

miracles and processions during this period also reflected deepening popular piety surrounding the
sacrament.

The Reformation and Its Impact

The 16th-century Protestant Reformation dramatically affected the history of the eucharist. Reformers
like Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Ulrich Zwingli challenged Catholic doctrines and practices, leading
to new Eucharistic theologies and liturgies.

Luther retained a belief in Christ’s real presence but rejected transubstantiation, advocating
consubstantiation instead. Calvin emphasized a spiritual presence, while Zwingli regarded the
Eucharist primarily as a symbolic memorial. These divergent views contributed to denominational
distinctions that persist today.



Contemporary Perspectives and Ecumenical Dialogues

In the modern era, the history of the eucharist continues to evolve within a context of ecumenical
efforts and liturgical renewal.

Liturgical Reforms

The 20th century witnessed significant liturgical reforms, especially following the Second Vatican
Council (1962-1965), which sought to make the Eucharist more accessible and participatory. The
Mass began to be celebrated in vernacular languages rather than Latin, and laypeople were
encouraged to receive communion frequently.

Other Christian denominations also revisited their Eucharistic practices, emphasizing community
participation and scriptural foundations. These reforms aimed to reconnect contemporary worshippers
with the sacrament’s original meanings and communal functions.

Ecumenical Dialogues on Eucharistic Theology

Ecumenical dialogues among Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant churches have addressed the
theological differences surrounding the Eucharist. While full consensus remains elusive, these
conversations foster mutual understanding and respect.

For example, agreements between the Catholic Church and the Lutheran World Federation in 1999
recognized a shared belief in Christ’s real presence, despite differing doctrinal language. Such
dialogues illustrate the continuing importance of the Eucharist as a point of unity and division within
Christianity.

Challenges and Opportunities

The history of the eucharist also intersects with contemporary challenges, such as declining church
attendance in some regions, debates over communion eligibility, and the role of technology in
worship (e.qg., virtual communion during the COVID-19 pandemic).

At the same time, the Eucharist remains a vital symbol of faith, community, and spiritual nourishment
for millions worldwide. Its enduring significance testifies to its deep historical roots and theological
richness.

The history of the eucharist reveals a complex tapestry of tradition, belief, and practice that continues
to inspire reflection and devotion. From its origins in the early Christian communities to its present-
day manifestations, the Eucharist remains a central and dynamic element of Christian life.



History Of The Eucharist

history of the eucharist: A History of the Doctrine of the Holy Eucharist Darwell Stone,
1909

history of the eucharist: The Eucharist in the West Edward J. Kilmartin, 2015-09-22 In the
light of its own history, the Catholic theology of the Eucharist, as it is generally understood today, is
revealed as a splinter tradition whose deficiencies call for fundamental reformulation. The valid
aspects of that theology (for example, the recovery of the role of the Holy Spirit in the new Roman
Eucharistic Prayers) must be identified and integrated with the faith and practice of the first
theological millennium when the lex orandi was not so dominated by the lex credendi. In the third
theological millennium, more attention to the content and structure of the classical Eucharistic
Prayers of both East and West will result in a Catholic systematic theology of eucharistic sacrifice
that is not only truer to its biblical and patristic foundations but also - of ecumenical import - closer
to some of the theological insights of the Protestant Reformers. These highlights of The Eucharist in
the West illustrate the great value of this posthumous work. Conceptually complete, but in only
rough draft form at the time of Father Kilmartin's death, it has been edited and prepared for
publication by Robert J. Daly, S] Chapter one describes the characteristics of the eucharistic
theology of the Western Latin Fathers. Chapter two identifies the more important orientations and
developments of the Catholic tradition from early medieval Scholasticism up to the first part of the
twelfth century. Chapter three singles out the special contribution of early Scholasticism to Latin
eucharistic theology. Chapter four functions as a bridge from early Scholasticism to high
Scholasticism by outlining the general approach to a synthetic theology of the Eucharist which was
obtained at the beginning of the thirteenth century. Chapter five treats eucharistic theology from
high Scholasticism to the Council of Trent. Chapter six summarizes the dogmatic teaching of the
Council of Trent. This is followed in Chapter seven, by a treatment of salient features of
post-Tridentine Eucharistic theology. Chapter eight includes an analysis of the practice and theology
of Mass stipends. Chapter nine includes a detailed analysis of Aquinas's theology of the eucharistic
sacrifice. Chapter ten offers an account of some recent contributions to the formulation of a theology
of the eucharistic sacrifice which have contributed to the modern average Roman Catholic synthesis.
Robert J. Daly, SJ, is a professor of theology at Boston College and former editor of Theological
Studies. Edward ]J. Kilmartin, S] (1923-1994), professor for liturgical theology at the Pontifical
Oriental Institute in Rome, taught theology first at the Weston Jesuit School of Theology and later at
Boston College. He served as director of the doctoral program in liturgical studies at the University
of Notre Dame.

history of the eucharist: A History of the Doctrine of the Holy Eucharist Darwell Stone,
2007-10-01 The object of the present book is to set out in as simple and clear a form as may be
possible the doctrines about the Holy Eucharist which have been current among Christians. It is not
the aim of the author to enter into controversial arguments or theological reasonings to any extent
beyond that which the intelligible treatment of facts necessarily involves. . . . But the purpose of the
following pages is to provide an historical account of the actual forms in which Christian belief has
been held. . . . History has its own ways of avenging itself on those who ignore its lessons. Candid
investigation is not always the enemy of faith. And, if there is to be a way out of current
controversies, and a lessening of discord, and a step towards that outward unity of Christendom for
which true Christians long, it will be as facts are realised and the history of doctrine is grasped and
understood. Those who live in the present and work for the future will build on but insecure
foundations if they suffer themselves to be unmindful of the past. --from volume 1, chapter 1

history of the eucharist: A Study in the History of the Eucharist James T. Shotwell, 1905

history of the eucharist: The Authentic Doctrine of the Eucharist Teresa Whalen, 1993 At
the heart of Roman Catholicism lies the celebration of the Eucharist as it both expresses and renews
the living faith of Catholics. Each new generation accepts the tradition, even as it articulates its own
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authentic understanding and expression of the Eucharistic doctrine. The Authentic Doctrine of the
Eucharist documents the rich heritage of this living tradition.

history of the eucharist: Eating God Matteo Al Kalak, 2023-12-01 Eating God examines the
history of the Eucharist as a means for understanding transformations in society from the late
Middle Ages onwards. After an introduction on the sacrament from its origins to the Protestant
Reformation, this book considers how it changed the customs and habits of society, on not only
behavioural and imaginative levels, but also artistic and figurative level. The author focuses on
Counter-Reformation Italy as a laboratory for the whole of Christendom subject to Rome, and
reflects on how, even today, the transformations of the modern age are relevant and influence
contemporary debate. This book offers an innovative path through the history of a sacrament, with
consideration of its impact as an ‘object’ that was used, venerated, eaten, depicted and celebrated
far beyond the sphere of liturgical celebration. It will be particularly relevant to those interested in
cultural history and the history of Christianity.

history of the eucharist: The History of Eucharistic Adoration John A. Hardon, 1997 A
beautiful explanation of the basic truths of Eucharistic Adoration and the tradition promoting its
practice ranging from apostolic times to the present, with John Paul II's expressed desire for
Eucharistic Adoration in every parish.

history of the eucharist: The Celebration of the Eucharist Enrico Mazza, 1999 Old
Testament Sacrifices and Ritual Meal --The Origin of the Christian Eucharist --From the Jewish
Liturgy to the Christian Eucharist --Primitive Anaphoras: From the Didache to the Mystical Eucharist
--Primitive Anaphoras: Developments of the Eucharistic Liturgy --Thematic Developments in the
Eucharistic Liturgy --The Early Patristic Period -- Tertullian and Cyprian --The Fourth Century --The
Early Middle Ages --The Scholastic High Middle Ages --The Eucharist and the Relics of the Saints
--The Reformation and the Council of Trent --The Liturgical Reform of Vatican Council II --The
Implementation of the Liturgical Reform --The Parts of the Eucharistic Prayer --TThe Last Supper
and the Church's Eucharist.

history of the eucharist: The Eucharist Thomas O'Loughlin, 2015-01-29 Theological reflection
upon the Eucharist is dominated by two paradigms: One approach interprets the Eucharist almost
exclusively in theological terms, shaped by Scholasticism and the Reformation. Most discussions
about the nature of the Eucharist, Eucharistic presence or the role of the priest follow these
categories, even if they come in modern disguise. The other reads the Eucharist as an event which
can be explored empirically. O'Loughlin develops a new understanding of the Eucharist. This can be
done by looking afresh at the historical evidence and bringing it in dialogue with modern theology.
In the past decades, historical research and new discoveries have changed our view of the origins
and the development of the Eucharist. By bringing history into a fruitful dialogue with sacramental
and liturgical theology, he shows not only ways how theology and practice can be brought closer
together again, but also how current ecumenical divisions can be overcome. His book makes an
important contribution to eucharistic theology, both for individual church traditions as well as for
ecumenical dialogues.

history of the eucharist: A Study in the History of the Eucharist (1905) James Thomson
Shotwell, 2009-06 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age,
it may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we
believe this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for
protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern
editions that are true to the original work.

history of the eucharist: My Body Given for You Helmut Hoping, 2019-10-23 The Eucharist
goes back to the Last Supper of Jesus with his disciples. It is based on the prayer of thanksgiving
that Jesus pronounced over the bread and wine at that meal. Eucharist means thanksgiving, praise
and blessing. The Church celebrates the Eucharist as a memorial of the death and Resurrection of
Jesus Christ. The memorial of the Eucharist is more than a remembrance of the Last Supper of Jesus
with his disciples. In the Eucharist the sacrifice of our redemption becomes present sacramentally.



In the past, dogmatic theology has treated the meaning of the Eucharist while disregarding the form
of its liturgical celebration, whereas liturgical studies have been content with the latter. Yet the two
cannot be separated, however, any more than liturgy and dogma or pastoral practice and doctrine
can. For the Church’s liturgy is not about something external to Christian revelation, but rather
about revelation accepted in faith and prayer (Joseph Ratzinger). In this work Helmut Hoping
combines the approaches of dogmatic theology and liturgy while examining the Eucharist from an
historical and systematic perspective. The second German edition of this major work, which this new
English translation is taken from, was revised and expanded, adding a comparative analysis of the
Second Eucharistic Prayer and a chapter on the theology of the words of institution.

history of the eucharist: A History of the Doctrine of the Holy Eucharist Darwell Stone, 1909

history of the eucharist: A History of the Holy Eucharist in Great Britain Thomas Edward
Bridgett, 1908

history of the eucharist: The Origins of the Eucharistic Prayer Enrico Mazza, 1995 In this
critical analysis Enrico Mazza concentrates on structure as he traces the evolution of the Eucharistic
Prayer (anaphora) from its origins in the ancient Jewish rites and its Christian beginnings in the
Didache. He then examines the paleoanaphoras of the early centuries and moves through the origin
and progressive development of the larger anaphoric families (Alexandrian, Roman, Antiochene),
showing the influence of the Jewish rites on the formation of the Christian texts before arriving
finally at the classical anaphoras of the fourth century. Enrico Mazza is professor of liturgical history
at the Universit... Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan. He is the author of Mystagogy: A Theology of
Liturgy in the Patristic Ages and Eucharistic Prayers of the Roman Rite.

history of the eucharist: Eucharistic Origins, Revised Edition Paul F. Bradshaw, 2023-06-20
Eucharistic Origins was published a number of years ago. This revised edition continues to
incorporate the work of the latest liturgical scholars in establishing that the earliest Christian
celebrations arose out of varied forms of their ritual meals, and not out of the Last Supper. The
custom of centering Christian practice in ritual meals seems to have lasted for about one hundred
and fifty years before it began to be replaced by morning meetings at which the sacrament was
distributed, and subsequently by a complete celebration of the Eucharist. It is here, in the third and
fourth centuries, and not in the distant Jewish past, that the forms of the classical eucharistic
prayers emerged and developed. The most important of these are presented in full, and their
theology discussed.

history of the eucharist: A Study in the History of the Eucharist (Classic Reprint) James
Thomson Shotwell, 2017-12-23 Excerpt from A Study in the History of the Eucharist Public
education was fostered that the people might be able to understand the mass The first public so 00
eabh6rs of the Middle Ages were the parish priests who taught the peasant children the creed and
the responses. In philosophy the conceptions of a miraculous universe were strengthened as
theology was codified in harmony with popular belief.2 In literature the one theme of romance
outside of war and love was the search for the grail. In art the illumination Of missals and the
decoration of altars3 is a small thing compared with the fact that the very structure of the churches,
the archi tecture itself, was determined by the early manner of cele bration of the Lord's Supper.4
The table about which the little circle sat at first was restricted for the few as the membership
increased, and then became an altar for the one. The simple Roman dwelling transformed its atrium,
ales and tablinum into the nave, transept and choir of the medimval cathedral. The gorgeous
spectacle af the mass succeeded to the simple communion of the earliest days, and the few pos
sessions for the primitive ceremony grew into the splendid equipment of the richest altars in Europe.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We
do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain




are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

history of the eucharist: History of the Holy Eucharist in Great Britain Thomas Edward
Bridgett, 1881

history of the eucharist: Sacramental Theology Herbert Vorgrimler, 1992 Both resistance to
and renewed interest in the sacraments mark current theological thought. This work acknowledges
human limitations of the sacraments but stresses that God's relationship to human beings cannot be
other than sacramental. Sacramental structures and events constitute salvation history, and thus
permeate all theology. What makes this sacramental view comprehensible is faith; faith is an
indispensable precondition for a sacramental theology. Therefore, the author first demonstrates the
preconditions of faith on which sacramental theology rests, and what place it holds within the whole
of theology. Following this, he briefly presents the concept of sacraments and the history of that
concept, the teachings of Church tradition on sacraments in general, and the basic features of a
sacramental theology. Next, he explains from a theological perspective the traditional sacraments of
the Catholic Church, including related topics such as indulgences and sacramentals.

history of the eucharist: The Eucharistic Prayer Barry Hudock, 2010-10-01 We somehow think
that during the eucharistic prayer at Mass we are expected to be quiet, prayerful, and attentive-if we
can be, with our children or other neighbors in the pews distracting us. In this inviting book Barry
Hudock shows us that the eucharistic prayer is indeed the most dynamic and explosive moment of
Christian worship-in fact, of Christian life. Hudock takes us back to the beginnings of formal
eucharistic worship in the early church, then forward to Vatican II and beyond, unpacking and
exploring the eucharistic prayers old and new in words and concepts accessible to all of us. He also
offers us, as the fruit of the journey, a set of points for a eucharistic prayer spirituality to prepare us
for the explosion into life that is the whole purpose of our being.

history of the eucharist: A Study in the History of the Eucharist James Thomson Shotwell,
2023-07-18 This book is a scholarly analysis of the history and development of the Eucharist, one of
the central sacraments in the Christian faith. It explores the evolution of Eucharistic theology and
practice across different denominations and time periods, and sheds light on the controversies and
debates surrounding this important ritual. This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in
the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United
States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
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