
history of music videos
History of Music Videos: From Silent Shorts to Digital Spectacles

history of music videos is a fascinating journey that traces the evolution of
how music has been visually represented and shared with audiences worldwide.
What began as simple filmed performances has transformed into an art form
itself—blending storytelling, technology, and culture. As music videos
continue to shape the way we experience songs, understanding their origins
and development offers valuable insight into both the music industry and
visual media.

The Early Days: Silent Films and Soundies

Long before the term “music video” became popular, musicians and filmmakers
experimented with ways to visually accompany songs. In the early 20th
century, silent films often featured live musical performances in theaters,
but the idea of a recorded musical short was still emerging.

Soundies: The First Musical Shorts

In the 1940s, a significant precursor to music videos emerged with
“Soundies.” These were three-minute musical films played on coin-operated
machines called Panorams, often found in bars and nightclubs. Soundies
showcased bands, singers, and dancers performing popular songs of the day.
Although technologically limited, they were among the first to combine music
and imagery for mass entertainment.

Technological Constraints and Innovations

During the early years, the lack of synchronized sound recording and limited
film technology restricted how music could be paired with visuals. However,
innovations like the introduction of “talkies” in the late 1920s, which
synchronized sound and film, laid the groundwork for future music video
production.

The 1960s and 1970s: The Rise of Promotional
Clips

As television became a dominant medium, artists and record labels sought new
ways to promote songs beyond radio airplay. This period saw the development



of promotional clips—short films created to market singles and albums.

The Beatles and Visual Storytelling

The Beatles played a pivotal role in popularizing the concept of music
videos. Rather than appearing on TV shows for every single release, they
began filming promotional clips for songs like “Strawberry Fields Forever”
and “Penny Lane.” These videos incorporated innovative editing and surreal
imagery, setting a new standard for artistic expression in music visuals.

Other Pioneers and the Influence of Television

Artists like Bob Dylan and The Rolling Stones also embraced filmed
performances and visual storytelling during this era. Shows such as “Top of
the Pops” in the UK often featured bands miming to their recordings,
sometimes accompanied by creative backdrops. These promotional clips were
precursors to the modern music video, blending performance with visual flair.

The 1980s: MTV and the Explosion of Music
Videos

The launch of MTV (Music Television) in 1981 marked a turning point in the
history of music videos. Suddenly, music videos went from promotional
afterthoughts to a central part of the music industry.

MTV’s Role in Shaping Music Culture

MTV revolutionized how audiences consumed music by providing a 24-hour
platform dedicated to music videos. This exposure helped artists reach wider
audiences and encouraged more ambitious video productions. Videos became a
key promotional tool, influencing fashion, dance, and pop culture.

Iconic Videos and Directors

The 1980s birthed some of the most iconic music videos ever created. Michael
Jackson’s “Thriller,” directed by John Landis, combined cinematic
storytelling with elaborate choreography, setting a new benchmark. Directors
like David Fincher and Spike Jonze began their careers in music videos,
pushing artistic boundaries with innovative techniques.



Impact on Music and Marketing

Record labels started investing heavily in music video production budgets,
recognizing their power to drive sales. Music videos became essential for
artist branding, helping to establish images and personas that resonated with
audiences worldwide.

The 1990s and 2000s: Diversification and
Technological Advances

With the rise of cable TV and home video technology, music videos diversified
in style and accessibility. The growth of genres like hip-hop and alternative
rock brought new visual aesthetics and storytelling approaches.

The Digital Revolution and CGI

Advances in computer-generated imagery (CGI) allowed for more imaginative and
visually stunning music videos. Artists like Björk and Peter Gabriel embraced
digital effects to create surreal, futuristic visuals that enhanced their
music’s emotional impact.

Music Videos on the Internet

The late 1990s and early 2000s saw the internet become a significant platform
for music videos. Websites and platforms like YouTube (launched in 2005)
transformed how videos were distributed and consumed, enabling fans to watch
on demand and share widely.

Contemporary Music Videos: The Era of Streaming
and Viral Content

Today, the history of music videos continues to unfold in the digital age,
where streaming platforms and social media dominate how audiences discover
and engage with music.

The YouTube Effect

YouTube has democratized music video access, breaking down barriers between
artists and fans. Viral videos and user-generated content have become



powerful forces, sometimes propelling unknown artists to stardom overnight.

Innovative Formats and Interactive Videos

Modern music videos often experiment with immersive technologies such as 360-
degree video, virtual reality (VR), and augmented reality (AR). These formats
invite viewers to engage interactively, blurring the lines between music,
gaming, and cinema.

Tips for Aspiring Creators

For those looking to create compelling music videos today, understanding this
rich history can be invaluable. Emphasizing storytelling, aligning visuals
with the music’s mood, and leveraging digital tools can help craft memorable
videos that resonate with audiences.

Why the History of Music Videos Matters

Exploring the history of music videos reveals more than just changes in style
and technology—it reflects broader cultural shifts and the evolving
relationship between music and visual media. Music videos have become a
language of their own, influencing fashion, social movements, and even
politics.

Whether you’re a fan, a musician, or a filmmaker, appreciating this history
enriches your experience and inspires creativity. From the silent shorts of
the early 1900s to today’s viral sensations, music videos remain a dynamic
and powerful form of artistic expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did music videos first become popular?
Music videos first became popular in the early 1980s with the launch of MTV
in 1981, which revolutionized the way music was promoted and consumed.

What was one of the earliest music videos ever made?
One of the earliest music videos is The Beatles' "Paperback Writer" and
"Rain" promotional films from 1966, which are considered pioneering works in
the music video format.



How did MTV influence the history of music videos?
MTV played a crucial role in popularizing music videos by providing a
dedicated platform that broadcast music videos 24/7, making visuals an
essential part of an artist's marketing and creative expression.

Which artist is often credited with pioneering the
modern music video?
Michael Jackson is often credited with pioneering the modern music video,
especially with his 1983 video for "Thriller," which combined storytelling,
choreography, and high production values.

How have music videos evolved with technology over
time?
Music videos have evolved from simple performance clips to elaborate
productions using advanced special effects, CGI, animation, and interactive
elements, enabled by advances in video technology and digital editing.

What role did music videos play in shaping pop
culture?
Music videos have shaped pop culture by influencing fashion, dance trends,
and visual aesthetics, while also helping artists establish distinctive
personas and connect with global audiences.

How did the internet change the history of music
videos?
The internet, especially platforms like YouTube launched in 2005, transformed
music videos into easily accessible content, allowing artists to reach
worldwide audiences instantly and enabling viral sharing and fan engagement.

What are some iconic music videos that impacted the
industry?
Iconic music videos that impacted the industry include Michael Jackson's
"Thriller," Madonna's "Like a Prayer," Nirvana's "Smells Like Teen Spirit,"
and Beyoncé's "Single Ladies," each pushing creative boundaries and
influencing future productions.

Additional Resources
History of Music Videos: An Evolution of Visual Storytelling in Music



history of music videos is a fascinating exploration into how the marriage of
sound and visuals transformed the music industry, influencing culture,
marketing, and artistic expression. From rudimentary film clips to
intricately produced cinematic experiences, music videos have evolved
dramatically over the past century. This article delves into the origins,
milestones, and technological innovations that have shaped the medium, while
also examining the cultural and commercial impacts that music videos have
wielded globally.

The Early Beginnings of Music Videos

The concept of combining music with visuals dates back to the early 20th
century, well before the term “music video” was coined. Silent films often
incorporated live musical accompaniments, and experimental short films
sometimes synchronized music and imagery to enhance storytelling. Notably, in
the 1920s and 1930s, “soundies” — short musical films played on jukebox-like
machines — gained popularity in bars and clubs. These early precursors to
music videos were primarily promotional tools designed to showcase artists
and their songs visually.

The 1950s and 1960s marked a critical transitional period. The rise of
television and programs like “American Bandstand” brought live and lip-synced
performances into living rooms, setting the stage for more elaborate visual
presentations. Artists and record labels began commissioning short films or
promotional clips to accompany singles, especially when touring was
impractical. The Beatles, for instance, were pioneers in creating promotional
films for songs like “Strawberry Fields Forever” and “Penny Lane” in 1967,
blending surreal imagery with their music to reach a wider audience.

Technological Advances and the MTV Revolution

The history of music videos took a significant leap with the advent of color
television, portable video recording equipment, and editing technologies in
the 1970s. These innovations made video production more accessible and
creative. However, the true turning point came in 1981, when MTV (Music
Television) launched as the first 24-hour music video channel. MTV
revolutionized the music industry by providing a dedicated platform for music
videos, transforming them from mere promotional content to essential artistic
and commercial components.

With MTV’s rise, artists and directors began pushing the boundaries of what
music videos could achieve. The medium became a playground for visual
experimentation, narrative storytelling, and brand building. Michael
Jackson’s “Thriller” (1983) is often cited as a defining moment in music
video history: a 14-minute mini-movie featuring elaborate choreography,
narrative elements, and high production values. This video set new standards
and demonstrated the power of music videos to captivate audiences and



generate massive record sales.

The Impact of Directors and Iconic Music Videos

The development of music videos also catalyzed the emergence of visionary
directors who used the format as a creative outlet. Directors like David
Fincher, Spike Jonze, and Michel Gondry transitioned between music videos and
feature films, often using innovative visual techniques and storytelling
devices.

Iconic videos from the 1980s and 1990s introduced a variety of styles—from
the surreal and avant-garde to the socially conscious and provocative.
Madonna’s “Like a Prayer” (1989) combined religious symbolism and social
commentary, while Peter Gabriel’s “Sledgehammer” (1986) employed stop-motion
animation to astonishing effect. These videos elevated the medium beyond mere
promotion to a form of cultural expression and artistic commentary.

Commercialization and Marketing Strategies

The history of music videos is also intertwined with evolving marketing
strategies in the music business. In the MTV era, a compelling video could
catapult an artist to superstardom, highlighting the medium’s role as a
powerful promotional tool. Record labels invested heavily in music video
production budgets, recognizing their impact on record sales and brand
visibility.

However, this commercialization sometimes led to formulaic approaches, where
flashy visuals overshadowed musical content. Critics argued that some videos
prioritized spectacle over substance, potentially diluting the artistic value
of the music. Nonetheless, the symbiotic relationship between music and
visuals became an industry standard.

Digital Age and the Transformation of Music
Videos

The digital revolution at the turn of the 21st century fundamentally altered
the history of music videos. The proliferation of the internet, high-speed
broadband, and platforms like YouTube democratized video distribution and
consumption. Artists no longer relied solely on television channels or record
labels for exposure. Viral videos and social media shares became new drivers
of popularity.

This new landscape fostered innovation in format and content. Videos became
shorter, more shareable, and often interactive. The rise of user-generated



content, lyric videos, and behind-the-scenes footage expanded the ways
audiences engage with music visually. Additionally, the advent of virtual
reality (VR) and 360-degree videos hinted at future possibilities for
immersive music video experiences.

Challenges and Opportunities in the Streaming Era

While digital platforms widened access, they also introduced challenges for
monetization and quality control. The abundance of content created fierce
competition for viewers’ attention. Artists and labels had to adapt by
crafting unique, high-impact videos that could stand out in crowded online
spaces.

Moreover, algorithms now play a significant role in how music videos reach
audiences, shaping trends and influencing creative decisions. The emphasis on
click-through rates and viewer retention sometimes pressures creators to
prioritize sensationalism or virality over artistic depth.

The Cultural Significance of Music Videos

Throughout their history, music videos have functioned as cultural artifacts
reflecting societal trends, politics, and identities. They have been
platforms for challenging norms, advocating for social change, and
celebrating diversity. For example, the rise of hip-hop videos in the 1990s
provided visibility for marginalized communities and reshaped mainstream
culture.

Furthermore, music videos contribute to the visual branding of artists,
influencing fashion, language, and lifestyle. The synergy between audio and
visual storytelling creates a multidimensional experience that resonates
deeply with fans.

Future Directions in Music Video Production

As technology continues to evolve, the history of music videos is poised to
enter new chapters. Artificial intelligence (AI) and augmented reality (AR)
are beginning to influence production techniques and audience interaction.
Interactive music videos that allow viewers to alter storylines or visuals
offer personalized experiences.

Additionally, sustainability concerns are prompting the industry to rethink
production practices, balancing creativity with environmental responsibility.
The ongoing globalization of music videos also encourages cross-cultural
collaborations, expanding the medium’s reach and diversity.



The history of music videos is a testament to the enduring power of combining
music with visual art. From their humble origins to their current
multifaceted forms, music videos remain a vital and dynamic element of the
music industry and popular culture.

History Of Music Videos

  history of music videos: The History of Music Videos Hal Marcovitz, 2012-06-22 The first
official music videos aired in the 1970s, but the seeds for making music something more than a
pleasure for the ears were planted decades earlier. This book covers the birth of the music video,
starting in the 1920s and 1930s when the first great movie musicals were produced, then details
how MTV revolutionized the industry by making the film production as important as song
production. Author Hal Marcovitz explains the various music video styles and differences in
production value. Concluding chapters highlight the Internet video sensations of today and the
interactive features that will likely characterize the genre tomorrow.
  history of music videos: Communications & Multimedia Technology ,
  history of music videos: Music Video After MTV Mathias Korsgaard, 2017-05-18 Since the
1980s, music videos have been everywhere, and today almost all of the most-viewed clips on
YouTube are music videos. However, in academia, music videos do not currently share this
popularity. Music Video After MTV gives music video its due academic credit by exploring the
changing landscapes surrounding post-millennial music video. Across seven chapters, the book
addresses core issues relating to the study of music videos, including the history, analysis, and
audiovisual aesthetics of music videos. Moreover, the book is the first of its kind to truly address the
recent changes following the digitization of music video, including its changing cycles of production,
distribution and reception, the influence of music videos on other media, and the rise of new types of
online music video. Approaching music videos from a composite theoretical framework, Music Video
After MTV brings music video research up to speed in several areas: it offers the first account of the
research history of music videos, the first truly audiovisual approach to music video studies and it
presents numerous inspiring case studies, ranging from classics by Michel Gondry and Chris
Cunningham to recent experimental and interactive videos that interrogate the very limits of music
video.
  history of music videos: Money for Nothing Saul Austerlitz, 2007 Music video in fugue --
Television vaudeville -- This video's for you -- Video follies -- Visions of a youth culture -- Spike and
Michel -- No more stars.
  history of music videos: Nordic Music Videos Anna-Elena Pääkkölä, Mathias Bonde Korsgaard,
John Richardson, 2025-09-24 Nordic Music Videos fills a gap in the existing research on music
videos by bringing together new perspectives on music videos across the Nordic region, from the
academic to the practical, the aesthetic to the industrial, while addressing issues of local,
transnational, and global significance. The collection offers groundbreaking scholarly research into
music videos, including critical readings of music videos, explorations of emerging formats,
discussions of music video aesthetics and Nordic music videos in a global context and within popular
culture. The book’s chapters are interdisciplinary explorations which recognise the strengths of
specific areas of scholarly research, such as music video studies, audiovisual studies, popular music
studies, and film/media studies, while nevertheless bridging disciplines and doing justice to the
multimodal and intermedial nature of practices. Furthermore, the book includes the viewpoints of
industry practitioners through interviews with artists and music video directors and research on
industry-related issues. The book is likely to be of interest to a variety of readers, ranging from
researchers interested in popular music and audiovisual expression in the Nordic region to master’s

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-183/history-of-music-videos.pdf


level students and undergraduates. The industry angles and the focus on Nordic cultures will also
interest anyone who wants to discover how music videos developed or influence Nordic societies.
Chapters 1, 4 and 5 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives (CC BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.
  history of music videos: A Companion to the History of American Broadcasting Aniko
Bodroghkozy, 2018-07-23 Presented in a single volume, this engaging review reflects on the
scholarship and the historical development of American broadcasting A Companion to the History of
American Broadcasting comprehensively evaluates the vibrant history of American radio and
television and reveals broadcasting’s influence on American history in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. With contributions from leading scholars on the topic, this wide-ranging anthology
explores the impact of broadcasting on American culture, politics, and society from an historical
perspective as well as the effect on our economic and social structures. The text’s original and
accessibly-written essays offer explorations on a wealth of topics including the production of
broadcast media, the evolution of various television and radio genres, the development of the
broadcast ratings system, the rise of Spanish language broadcasting in the United States, broadcast
activism, African Americans and broadcasting, 1950’s television, and much more. This essential
resource: Presents a scholarly overview of the history of radio and television broadcasting and its
influence on contemporary American history Contains original essays from leading academics in the
field Examines the role of radio in the television era Discusses the evolution of regulations in radio
and television Offers insight into the cultural influence of radio and television Analyzes canonical
texts that helped shape the field Written for students and scholars of media studies and
twentieth-century history, A Companion to the History of American Broadcasting is an essential and
field-defining guide to the history and historiography of American broadcasting and its many
cultural, societal, and political impacts.
  history of music videos: The Media Swirl Carol Vernallis, 2023-02-20 From fan-generated
content on TikTok to music videos, the contemporary media landscape is becoming ever more vast,
spectacular, and intense. In The Media Swirl Carol Vernallis examines short-form audiovisual
media—Beyoncé’s Lemonade, brief sequences from Baz Luhrmann’s The Great Gatsby, TikTok
challenges, YouTube mashups, commercials, and many other examples—to offer ways of
understanding digital media. She analyzes music videos by Beyoncé, Lady Gaga, Janelle Monáe,
Kendrick Lamar, Anderson .Paak, and others to outline how sound and image enhance each other
and shape a viewer’s mood. Responding to today’s political-media landscape through discussions of
Fox News and Presidential inaugurations, Vernallis shows how a media literacy that exceeds
newscasts and campaign advertising is central to engaging with the democratic commons. Forays
into industry studies, neuroscience, and ethics also inform her readings. By creating our own
content and knowing what corporations, the wealthy, and the government do through media,
Vernallis contends, we can create a more just world.
  history of music videos: Fashion and Film Peter Bug, 2019-09-17 This book aims to explore
various aspects of the use of moving images in fashion retail and fashion apparel companies in-store
or online. The use of moving images is growing in numbers and in relevance for consumers. Films
can be used in various forms by fashion businesses in traditional media like cinema or TV and in
modern forms like in social media or moving images in high street stores. The book provides a
data-oriented analysis of the state-of-the-art with certain future outlooks. Additional areas of
covering fashion in moving images, such as ‘fashion company identity films’ or ‘fashion and music
videos’ are covered in order to get a more complete analysis from a consumer influenced
perspective.
  history of music videos: Evolution of Music Videos Mason Scott, AI, 2025-02-26 Evolution of
Music Videos explores how a simple promotional tool transformed into a significant art form
influencing the entertainment industry. The book examines the evolution of music videos,
highlighting the technological advancements and artistic innovations that shaped their trajectory.



Early rudimentary promotional films evolved into complex visual narratives, especially with the rise
of MTV, which provided a dedicated platform for music videos to flourish. The digital revolution
further democratized video production, leading to new forms of distribution and consumption. The
book argues that music videos are not just marketing materials but evolving cultural artifacts. It
traces the history from the pre-MTV era through the digital revolution, examining the creative
aesthetics and commercial strategies of each phase. The book draws from interviews with directors,
artists, and industry executives, analyzing music videos from various genres and eras. The approach
focuses on the interplay between artistic creativity, technological innovation, and commercial
strategy. By considering the economic and cultural forces, the book provides valuable insights for
music industry professionals, filmmakers, and anyone interested in music, film, and popular culture.
The book progresses chronologically, synthesizing separate eras to examine music videos'
continuing influence on music, film, fashion, and digital culture.
  history of music videos: A Symphony of Voices: The Evolution of American Popular Song,
1950-2000 Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-10 American popular music underwent a remarkable
transformation in the second half of the 20th century. This book tells the story of this musical
evolution, from the end of World War II to the dawn of the new millennium. In these pages, you will
learn about the rise of rock and roll, the influence of folk music, and the birth of soul music. You will
also discover the impact of the British Invasion, the psychedelic era, and the singer-songwriter
movement. And you will explore the rise of disco, new wave, MTV, and hip hop. This book is more
than just a history of American popular song. It is also a story of the people who made this music,
and the impact that their music had on American culture and society. You will meet the artists who
shaped the sound of American popular song, from Elvis Presley to Bob Dylan to Madonna. And you
will learn about the social and cultural forces that influenced their music, from the civil rights
movement to the Vietnam War to the rise of the Internet. **A Symphony of Voices** is an essential
read for anyone who loves American popular music. It is a book that will entertain you, inform you,
and inspire you. Whether you are a casual fan or a lifelong aficionado, you will find something to
enjoy in this comprehensive and engaging history of American popular song. **The story of
American popular music is a story of change and innovation. It is a story of new genres, new
technologies, and new artists. It is a story of music that reflects the times in which it was created,
and music that has the power to change the world.** If you like this book, write a review!
  history of music videos: Theorizing Music Videos of the Late 2010s Leo Feisthauer,
2022-03-30 The work formulates a status quo of the music video medium in the late 2010s and
shows which trends, aesthetics and (new) standards have established themselves. Particularly the
role of the prosumer amidst evolved technical conditions is highlighted in this context, which
strongly influences the evolution of music video in this period. Moreover, the author understands
music videos as socio-political actors and examines the resulting questions of their interaction with
culture.
  history of music videos: Television Studies: The Key Concepts Ben Calvert, Neil Casey,
Bernadette Casey, Liam French, Justin Lewis, 2005-07-28 The definitive reference guide to an area
of rapidly expanding academic interest this comprehensive and up-to-date guide looks at: theoretical
perspectives; narrative, representation, bias; television genres; content analysis, audience research
and relevant social, economic and political phenomena.
  history of music videos: Careers in Focus Facts on File, 2009 Defines various careers in the
music field, including educational or training requirements, ways to get started, advancement
possibilities, salary figures, employment outlook, and sources of more information.
  history of music videos: Billboard , 1995-08-12 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the world's
premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data licensing
platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about the latest
music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  history of music videos: Visual Culture Richard Howells, Joaquim Negreiros, 2019-03-05 This
is a book about how to read visual images: from fine art to photography, film, television and new



media. It explores how meaning is communicated by the wide variety of texts that inhabit our
increasingly visual world. But, rather than simply providing set meanings to individual images,
Visual Culture teaches readers how to interpret visual texts with their own eyes. While the first part
of the book takes readers through differing theoretical approaches to visual analysis, the second part
shifts to a medium-based analysis, connected by an underlying theme about the complex relationship
between visual culture and reality. Howells and Negreiros draw together seemingly diverse
methodologies, while ultimately arguing for a polysemic approach to visual analysis. The third
edition of this popular book contains over fifty illustrations, for the first time in colour. Included in
the revised text is a new section on images of power, fear and seduction, a new segment on video
games, as well as fresh material on taste and judgement. This timely edition also offers a glossary
and suggestions for further reading. Written in a clear, lively and engaging style, Visual Culture
continues to be an ideal introduction for students taking courses in visual culture and
communications in a range of disciplines, including media and cultural studies, sociology, and art
and design.
  history of music videos: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress.
Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2000
  history of music videos: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, Library of
Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy,
2013
  history of music videos: Windows Phone 7 Recipes Fabio Claudio Ferracchiati, Emanuele
Garofalo, 2011-07-21 Developers are racing to discover how to develop for Windows Phone 7—and
there is no quicker resource to help you get up to speed than Windows Phone 7 Recipes. This book
covers all aspects of development, configuration, testing, and distribution, with detailed code
samples and rapid walkthroughs to support you every step of the way. You'll find recipes that unlock
advanced user interface development, data storage and retrieval, integration with cloud services,
adding media and location-based services, and working with Silverlight and Expression Blend. Learn
to use sensors such as the camera, GPS, and accelerometer to build cutting-edge applications.
Manage the new way to interact with applications using the gestures library both from the XNA
Framework library and the Silverlight Windows Phone Toolkit library.
  history of music videos: Careers in Focus Ferguson, 2009
  history of music videos: Characters in Fictional Worlds Jens Eder, Fotis Jannidis, Ralf
Schneider, 2010-11-19 Although fictional characters have long dominated the reception of literature,
films, television programs, comics, and other media products, only recently have they begun to
attract their due attention in literary and media theory. The book systematically surveys today ́s
diverse and at times conflicting theoretical perspectives on fictional character, spanning research on
topics such as the differences between fictional characters and real persons, the ontological status
of characters, the strategies of their representation and characterization, the psychology of their
reception, as well as their specific forms and constellations in - and across - different media, from
the book to the internet.
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