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Duke Ellington the Piano Prince and His Orchestra: A Journey Through Jazz Royalty

duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra is a phrase that evokes images of
elegance, innovation, and the golden era of jazz. Duke Ellington, often hailed as the "Piano
Prince," was not just a remarkable pianist but also a visionary bandleader and composer
whose orchestra redefined the landscape of American music. His influence stretches far
beyond his time, resonating in the world of jazz, big band music, and beyond. Let’s dive
into the captivating story of Duke Ellington, his orchestra, and the enduring legacy they
crafted together.

The Early Life of Duke Ellington: From
Washington to Stardom

Born Edward Kennedy Ellington in 1899 in Washington, D.C., Duke Ellington showed an
early fascination with music, especially the piano. Unlike many prodigies who burst onto the
scene with flashy technique, Ellington’s style was subtle, refined, and deeply expressive.
His upbringing in a middle-class African American family exposed him to a variety of
musical styles, from ragtime to blues, shaping his eclectic approach.

By the early 1920s, Ellington had moved to Harlem, New York, the epicenter of the Harlem
Renaissance, a cultural explosion of African American art, music, and literature. It was here
that Ellington would assemble his orchestra and begin his journey as the “Piano Prince” and
revered bandleader.

Duke Ellington the Piano Prince and His
Orchestra: The Formation of a Jazz Dynasty

Ellington’s orchestra was not your typical big band. It was a dynamic, evolving ensemble
that combined virtuoso musicians with Ellington’s sophisticated compositions and
arrangements. The orchestra became a laboratory for creativity, blending jazz with
elements of classical, blues, and even exotic sounds from around the world.

The Unique Sound of Ellington’s Orchestra

One of the most fascinating aspects of Duke Ellington’s orchestra was the distinctiveness of
its sound. Unlike many bandleaders who relied on standardized arrangements, Ellington
wrote and arranged music tailored to the individual talents of his band members. This
personalized approach gave the orchestra a rich tapestry of sounds, making each



performance unique.

Key members of the orchestra included:

Johnny Hodges – Known for his silky alto saxophone tone.

Cootie Williams – Trumpeter famous for his growls and mutes.

Ben Webster – Tenor saxophonist with a warm, breathy style.

Jimmy Blanton – Revolutionary bassist who elevated the instrument’s role.

Cat Anderson – Trumpeter known for his incredible high notes.

Together, these musicians helped Ellington push the boundaries of jazz, transforming his
orchestra into a powerhouse of innovation.

Signature Compositions and Performances

Duke Ellington the piano prince was also a prolific composer. Some of his most iconic
compositions, which became staples of his orchestra’s repertoire, include:

"Mood Indigo" – A haunting ballad showcasing the orchestra’s lush harmonies.

"It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got That Swing)" – An anthem of the swing era.

"Sophisticated Lady" – A sophisticated, melancholic melody.

"Take the 'A' Train" – Though composed by Billy Strayhorn, Ellington’s right-hand man,
it became the orchestra’s signature tune.

"Caravan" – A daring, exotic piece that brought Latin flair to the band’s sound.

These pieces not only highlighted the orchestra’s versatility but also cemented Ellington’s
reputation as a groundbreaking composer.

The Impact of Duke Ellington the Piano Prince
and His Orchestra on Jazz and Culture

Ellington’s influence extends beyond his musical genius. His orchestra was a symbol of
Black excellence during a time of segregation and racial prejudice in America. He toured



extensively, both in the U.S. and internationally, breaking down racial barriers and bringing
jazz to new audiences worldwide.

Breaking Racial Barriers

During the Jim Crow era, Duke Ellington and his orchestra performed at venues that were
often segregated, challenging social norms simply by their presence and artistry. Ellington’s
dignified persona and the orchestra’s impeccable musicianship helped elevate jazz from
dance hall entertainment to respected art form.

Collaborations and Innovations

Ellington’s orchestra was a hub for collaboration. He worked closely with Billy Strayhorn,
whose sophisticated arrangements and compositions enriched the band’s sound. Ellington
was also open to incorporating elements from other musical traditions, which kept his
orchestra fresh and relevant across decades.

Moreover, Ellington experimented with longer-form compositions, such as suites and tone
poems, which blended jazz with classical elements. This innovation influenced generations
of musicians and expanded jazz’s scope as an art form.

Tips for Appreciating Duke Ellington’s Music and
Orchestra

If you’re new to Duke Ellington the piano prince and his orchestra, here are some ways to
deepen your appreciation for their artistry:

Listen Actively: Pay attention to individual instruments and how Ellington’s1.
arrangements highlight their unique sounds.

Explore Live Recordings: Ellington’s orchestra was known for dynamic live2.
performances. Seek out live albums to experience their energy and spontaneity.

Learn the Stories Behind the Music: Understanding the historical context and3.
inspirations behind compositions can enhance your connection to the music.

Watch Documentaries: Visual media often provides insight into the personalities4.
and interactions within the band, bringing the music to life.

Attend Jazz Festivals or Tribute Shows: Many jazz festivals feature Ellington5.
tributes or big band performances that capture the spirit of his orchestra.



The Enduring Legacy of Duke Ellington the Piano
Prince and His Orchestra

Even decades after Duke Ellington’s passing in 1974, his music continues to inspire artists
and audiences alike. The orchestra’s recordings remain essential listening for jazz
enthusiasts and serve as a masterclass in arrangement, collaboration, and innovation.

Ellington’s approach to music — valuing individuality within a collective, blending diverse
influences, and embracing continual evolution — offers lessons that transcend genres and
generations. Whether you’re a musician, a history buff, or simply a lover of great music,
Duke Ellington the piano prince and his orchestra offer an ever-rich source of inspiration.

Exploring their vast catalog can be a lifelong journey, revealing new nuances with each
listen. From the regal piano melodies to the vibrant brass sections and soulful saxophones,
the magic of Ellington’s orchestra endures, inviting us all to swing, dream, and celebrate
the art of jazz.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Duke Ellington and why is he called 'The Piano
Prince'?
Duke Ellington was a renowned American jazz composer, pianist, and bandleader. He
earned the nickname 'The Piano Prince' due to his exceptional skills as a pianist and his
influential role in shaping jazz music through his orchestra.

What is 'Duke Ellington and His Orchestra' known for?
'Duke Ellington and His Orchestra' is known for its innovative jazz compositions and
performances, blending various musical styles and featuring some of the most talented
musicians of the time, which helped popularize big band jazz.

When did Duke Ellington form his orchestra?
Duke Ellington formed his orchestra in the early 1920s, with the band gaining prominence
throughout the 1920s and 1930s, becoming one of the most important and enduring
ensembles in jazz history.

What are some famous songs by Duke Ellington and His
Orchestra?
Some famous songs by Duke Ellington and His Orchestra include 'Mood Indigo,' 'It Don't
Mean a Thing (If It Ain't Got That Swing),' 'Sophisticated Lady,' and 'Take the 'A' Train,'
which remain jazz standards today.



How did Duke Ellington influence jazz music and
culture?
Duke Ellington influenced jazz by expanding its musical boundaries through complex
arrangements and orchestration, promoting African American culture and artistry, and
elevating jazz to a respected art form worldwide.

Additional Resources
Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra

duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra stands as an enduring symbol of
innovation and excellence in the history of jazz music. Often hailed as one of the most
influential figures in American music, Duke Ellington’s mastery of the piano combined with
his visionary leadership of his orchestra created a legacy that transcended genres and
generations. This article delves deeply into Ellington’s dual identity as a pianist and
bandleader, exploring how his orchestra became a pivotal force in shaping the soundscape
of the 20th century.

The Rise of Duke Ellington: Piano Virtuoso and
Bandleader

Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington emerged from Washington, D.C., as a prodigious pianist
in the early 20th century. His early exposure to classical music and ragtime laid the
foundation for his unique style, characterized by sophisticated harmonies and rhythmic
innovation. The moniker “the piano prince” reflects not only his technical skill but also the
regal aura he brought to the instrument — a blend of elegance, power, and subtlety.

Ellington’s orchestra was more than just a backing band; it was a dynamic ensemble that
brought his compositions to life with a distinctive sound. Unlike many contemporaries who
relied heavily on improvisation, Ellington’s approach was compositional and arrangement-
focused, treating his orchestra as an extension of his artistic vision. This approach allowed
for complex orchestrations that blended individual soloists’ strengths with ensemble
cohesion.

The Orchestra as a Living Instrument

The defining feature of duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra was Ellington’s
talent for tailoring arrangements to the unique voices of his band members. Musicians such
as Johnny Hodges, Cootie Williams, and Ben Webster were not just performers but
collaborators whose individual styles influenced Ellington’s compositions. This bespoke
method resulted in a rich tapestry of sound that was both intricate and accessible.

Ellington’s orchestra was notable for its diversity of timbres and textures. He incorporated



brass, reeds, rhythm sections, and innovative uses of growling trumpets and muted
trombones to create moods ranging from exuberant to melancholic. This orchestral palette
helped Ellington move beyond the constraints of traditional big band music, pushing jazz
into new expressive territories.

Musical Innovations and Signature Works

One cannot discuss duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra without
acknowledging the groundbreaking compositions and performances that cemented their
place in musical history. Ellington’s ability to fuse melody, harmony, and rhythm into
evocative narratives was unparalleled.

Extended Suites and Conceptual Pieces

Ellington’s work went beyond standard jazz tunes. He pioneered extended suites that
painted sonic pictures or told stories, such as “Black, Brown, and Beige,” a musical
commentary on African American history and culture. These ambitious projects showcased
his willingness to break norms and elevate jazz to concert hall status.

Other notable compositions include “Mood Indigo,” “It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got
That Swing),” and “Take the ‘A’ Train” (composed by Billy Strayhorn but forever associated
with Ellington’s orchestra). These pieces highlight Ellington’s knack for catchy melodies
blended with sophisticated harmonic structures.

Comparison with Contemporary Bandleaders

When compared to contemporaries like Count Basie and Benny Goodman, duke ellington
the piano prince and his orchestra stands out for its emphasis on composition and
orchestration over pure swing or improvisation. Basie’s band, for example, often prioritized
rhythmic drive and blues-based riffs, while Goodman was celebrated for his virtuosic
clarinet and tight arrangements.

Ellington’s orchestra, by contrast, functioned as a modular sound laboratory where each
musician’s personality was harnessed in service of a larger artistic vision. This difference
contributed to Ellington’s lasting influence across genres, inspiring not only jazz musicians
but also composers in classical and popular music.

The Legacy and Influence of Duke Ellington’s
Orchestra

The impact of duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra extends beyond their active
years. Ellington’s music has been studied, performed, and revered worldwide, influencing



generations of musicians and composers.

Educational and Cultural Contributions

Ellington’s orchestra played a significant role in legitimizing jazz as a serious art form.
Through performances at prestigious venues like Carnegie Hall and collaborations with
symphony orchestras, Ellington helped bridge the gap between popular and classical music
audiences.

Moreover, Ellington was a mentor and advocate for African American musicians during an
era of racial segregation. His orchestra provided a platform for black artists to showcase
their talents on national and international stages, contributing to social change through
cultural excellence.

Modern Interpretations and Continued Relevance

Today, duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra’s repertoire is regularly
reinterpreted by contemporary jazz ensembles, symphonies, and solo artists. The timeless
quality of Ellington’s compositions lies in their adaptability; they can be arranged for small
combos or large orchestras without losing their essence.

Digital remastering and archival releases have introduced Ellington’s music to new
audiences, while scholars continue to analyze his work for its innovative use of harmony,
rhythm, and orchestration. This ongoing interest underscores the orchestra’s importance as
a living legacy in music history.

Distinctive Features of Ellington’s Orchestra
Sound

To fully appreciate duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra, one must understand
the elements that defined their sound:

Individualized Arrangements: Each musician’s style was a blueprint for tailored
parts, creating a personalized orchestral sound.

Innovative Use of Instrumentation: Ellington employed unusual combinations of
instruments, such as the “jungle sound” with growling brass effects.

Blend of Composition and Improvisation: While compositions were meticulously
arranged, soloists were given space to improvise within the framework.

Emphasis on Mood and Color: Ellington’s music often conveyed vivid emotions,
using tonal color to enhance narrative impact.



Pros and Cons of Ellington’s Musical Approach

While Ellington’s approach was revolutionary, it also presented certain challenges:

Pros:1.

Elevated jazz to a sophisticated art form.

Showcased individual musicianship within a cohesive ensemble.

Created music with enduring emotional and cultural resonance.

Cons:2.

Complex arrangements sometimes limited spontaneous improvisation.

His style could be less accessible to casual listeners accustomed to simpler
swing tunes.

Large orchestra required significant resources, making touring and recording
more challenging.

Through balancing these factors, duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra forged a
path that defined jazz as both popular entertainment and high art.

The story of Duke Ellington’s piano mastery and orchestral leadership is not merely one of
musical success, but of cultural significance and artistic innovation. His ability to blend
individual expression with collective harmony remains a benchmark for musicians and
composers worldwide, ensuring that his legacy continues to inspire long beyond his time.

Duke Ellington The Piano Prince And His Orchestra

  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Duke Ellington Andrea Davis Pinkney,
1999 A brief recounting of the career of this jazz musician and composer who, along with his
orchestra, created music that was beyond category.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Duke Ellington Andrea Davis Pinkney,
1988
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Duke Ellington Andrea Davis Pinkney,
2006-12-12 A brief recounting of the career of this jazz musician and composer who, along with his
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orchestra, created music that was beyond category.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Musical Children Carolynn Lindeman,
2018-10-11 Musical Children: Engaging Children in Musical Experiences, Second Edition, is
designed for students majoring in early childhood or elementary education, or music education. It
highlights the important role music plays in a child’s education and life, offering a practical resource
for bringing together music and young children during these important early years. Thirty-seven
engaging musical experiences help pre-service and in-service teachers—some who may only have a
limited background in music—learn how to make music a part of their students’ daily lives, with
strategies that are ideal both in and out of the classroom. Musical Children is an invaluable guide to
assist teachers in engaging children in meaningful, joyful, and playful musical experiences. NEW to
the second edition: The 2014 National Core Music Standards Updated and expanded
prekindergarten chapter Greater focus on music fundamentals Expansion of Dalcroze, Orff, Kodály,
and Music Learning Theory approaches Discussion questions and projects for each chapter Addition
of an Autoharp®, Chromaharp®, and QChord® instructional unit All 49 audio tracks from the
musical experiences now available for online listening, hosted or linked to popular music streaming
services A new companion website is home to numerous resources, including all audio files,
supplementary notated songs, charts for instrument study, and information on IDEA and children
with disabilities.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Using Poetry Across the Curriculum
Barbara Chatton, 2010-01-13 This comprehensive listing and discussion of poetic works supports the
standards of all areas of the curriculum, helping librarians and teachers working with kindergarten
through middle school students. This second edition of Using Poetry Across the Curriculum:
Learning to Love Language offers a comprehensive list of poetry anthologies, poetic picture books,
and poetic prose works in a wide variety of subject areas. While it maintains the original edition's
focus on ideas and resource lists for integration of poetry into all areas of the curriculum, it is
thoroughly revised to cover current issues in education and the wealth of new poetry books
available. The book is organized by subject areas commonly taught in elementary and middle
schools, and, within these, by the national standards in each area. Numerous examples of poetry and
poetic prose that can be used to help students understand and appreciate aspects of the standard
are listed. A sampling of units that arise from groups of works, writing and performance ideas, and
links across the curriculum is also included. While many teaching ideas and topics provide
references to the standards they meet, this title is unique in starting with those standards and
making links across them.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Black Books Galore! Guide to Great
African American Children's Books about Boys Black Books Galore!, Donna Rand, Toni Trent
Parker, 2002-02-28 A Treasury of Hundreds of Books that Help Boys Grow and Flourish
Images-strong, proud and happy, brave, and now also humorous . . . what a joy it is to see black
faces of all shades in our children's books. —Doug E. Doug, Actor As a child . . . I wish there had
been more books that reflected my world and my interests. —Earl G. Graves, Chairman, Publisher,
and CEO, Black Enterprise magazine How do you know which books are the best for boys at every
age? Now, two of the mothers who founded the esteemed Black Books Galore!—the nation's leading
organizer of African American children's book festivals-and the authors of the highly acclaimed
Black Books Galore! Guide to Great African American Children's Books, share their expert advice.
Let BBG! help you open the door to a wonderful world of reading for the boys in your life. Invaluable
for parents, teachers, and librarians, this easy-to-use, delightfully illustrated reference guide
features: Quick, lively descriptions of over 350 books Hundreds of young black heroes and positive
role models Reflections from kids, famous authors, illustrators, and public figures about their
favorite childhood books Easy-to-find listings organized by age level and indexed by title, topic,
author, and illustrator Recommended reading for parents of boys This is a great resource that fills a
tremendous need. It should be on parents' shelves at home as well as in every school. —Alvin F.
Poussaint, M.D., Harvard Medical School, on Black Books Galore! Guide to Great African American



Children's Books
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Boost Your STEAM Program with
Great Literature and Activities Liz Knowles, Martha Smith, 2018-06-01 You've created a STEAM
program in your library, but how do you work literacy into the curriculum? With this collection of
resource recommendations, direction for program development, and activities, you'll have students
reading proficiently in no time. Many schools and libraries are implementing STEAM programs in
the school library makerspace to promote problem solving by allowing students to create their own
solutions to a problem through trial and error. In order to enhance literacy development in the
STEAM program, however, they need resources for integrating literature into the curriculum. In this
collection of resources for doing just that, veteran education professionals and practiced coauthors
Liz Knowles and Martha Smith bring readers over eight hundred recommended and annotated books
and web resources, selected based on research on successfully integrating STEAM and literacy
programs and organized by the five STEAM areas. Titles are complemented by discussion questions
and problem-solving activities that will aid educators in both adding and using the best literature to
their STEAM programs for encouraging learning. In addition to promoting literacy, these resources
will help to develop creativity, lateral thinking skills, and confidence in students.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Black Authors and Illustrators of
Books for Children and Young Adults Barbara Thrash Murphy, Deborah L. Murphy, 2006-12-21
Black Authors and Illustrators of Books for Children and Young Adults is a biographical dictionary
that provides comprehensive coverage of all major authors and illustrators – past and present. As the
only reference volume of its kind available, this book is a valuable research tool that provides quick
access for anyone studying black children’s literature – whether one is a student, a librarian charged
with maintaining a children’s literature collection, or a scholar of children’s literature. The Fourth
Edition of this renowned reference work illuminates African American contributions to children’s
literature and books for young adults. The new edition contains updated and new information for
existing author/illustrator entries, the addition of approximately 50 new profiles, and a new section
listing online resources of interest to the authors and readers of black children’s literature.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Black Communications and Learning to
Read Terry Meier, 2020-08-19 This book is about effective literacy instruction for students in grades
K-4 who use the language variety that many linguists call African American English, but which, as
explained in the Introduction, the author calls Black Communications (BC). Throughout,
considerable attention is given to discussing the integral and complex interconnections among
African American language, culture, and history, drawing significantly on examples from African
American historical and literary sources. Although it is theoretical in its description of the BC system
and its discussion of research on language socialization in African American communities, the major
focus of this book is pedagogy. Many concrete examples of successful classroom practices are
included so that teachers can readily visualize and use the strategies and principles presented. *Part
I, ‘What is Black Communications?” presents an overview of the BC system, providing a basic
introduction to the major components of the language—phonology, grammar, lexicon, and
pragmatics, and illustrating how these components work in synchrony to create a coherent whole.
*Part II, “Language Socialization in the African American Discourse Community,” examines existing
research on African American children’s language socialization. *Part III, “Using African American
Children’s Literature,” draws connections between strategy instruction and the linguistic and
rhetorical abilities discussed in Part II. Each chapter ends with suggestions for using African
American literature to help children develop their speaking and writing abilities. *Part IV, “Children
Using Language,” moves from a focus on teaching comprehension strategies to helping BC speakers
learn to decode text. This volume is directed to researchers, faculty, and graduate students in the
fields of language and literacy education and linguistics, and is well-suited as a text for
graduate-level courses in these areas.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Core Collection for Children and Young
Adults Rachel E. Schwedt, Janice DeLong, 2008-09-11 With thousands of new volumes lining the



shelves of bookstores, abundant advertisements, and innumerable online reviews, it is becoming
increasingly difficulty for the concerned adult to recommend literature that is of quality, yet speaks
to young audiences. Core Collection for Children and Young Adults presents the best in
contemporary and classic literature for children and young adults. Every book listed in this
reference has a concisely worded annotation, which is followed by headings designating awards the
book has won, related subjects, and character themes. With more than 350 titles reviewed, this
resource will prove invaluable for teachers, librarians, parents, collectors of children's books, and
college students with an interest in juvenile literature, education, or child growth and development.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: The Coretta Scott King Awards,
1970-2009 Henrietta M. Smith, 2009-06-29 Gathers together the best African American children's
literature.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Challenge Our Students and They Will
Soar , 1999
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: More Literature Circles Mary C.
Neamen, Mary Strong, 2001-09-15 Help students expand critical thinking and research skills while
they learn to work as a team. Featuring 38 novels and 5 picture books, this title offers everything
you need to effectively improve your literature-based learning program and make reading fun and
exciting. From detailed instructions on how to teach literature circles, to reproducible worksheets
and complete lesson plans, you will find this is a versatile resource adaptable to any teaching style.
Each title centers on a particular concept (i.e., imagination, discovery, justice and freedom,
empathy, and courage and survival) allowing students to explore an idea critically and answer an
author-suggested Essential Question. For each novel, a list of vocabulary items is provided along
with discussion starters, activities, and writing assignments based on the text, ensuring that
students gain a thorough understanding of the content area. A must-have for public and private
school teachers, homeschoolers, and parents! Grades 3-8.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Turning the Page on Complex Texts
Diane Lapp, Barbara Moss, 2016-04-28 Ensure all learners become successful close readers. In this
powerful resource, the authors examine what features make a text complex. Learn how to select
appropriate complex texts and design instruction to meet the needs of every student. Explore
grade-specific classroom scenarios that illustrate how to scaffold lessons to foster close reading and
deepen comprehension at all stages of K–12 education. Benefits Gain practical teaching strategies
for creating close reading lessons. Consider grade-level-specific instructional scenarios that
illustrate how to support students’ reading comprehension as they learn to read closely. Learn how
to evaluate a text’s complexity and how to ask text-dependent questions that can help students
engage with a text. Study evidence for why continuous close assessment of student performance is
vital for making sure all students learn to closely read complex texts. Discover potential contingency
scaffolds for the classroom and how to use them to promote student success in closely reading a
text. Contents Introduction Part I: Background and Planning Information 1 Understanding Close
Reading 2 Identifying Text Complexity 3 Making Decisions That Support Close Reading Instruction 4
Assessing During Close Reading Part II: Instructional Scenarios 5 Understanding What the Text Says
Through Differentiated Scaffolds 6 Understanding How the Text Works Through Differentiated
Scaffolds 7 Understanding What the Text Means Through Differentiated Scaffolds 8 Supporting
Knowledge Demands with Differentiated Scaffolds Epilogue Appendix A References and Resources
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Soul School Amber O'Neal Johnston,
2025-01-28 A must-have addition to the shelf for any parent hoping to introduce more inclusive
books into the home, with 100+ essential titles for early readers through high school Brimming with
the history and culture of Black America, this one-of-a-kind resource is delivered in a package that
all children find irresistible: stories. Education expert Amber O'Neal Johnston—who homeschools her
four children—offers masterfully curated booklists, sorted by age, for diving into the fullness of the
African American cultural experience. Soul School books are must-have mirrors for Black children
and priceless windows for others, but first and foremost, they’re captivating stories. And while



they’re sure to hold a special place in the hearts of Black families, they are unequivocally and
without hesitation for all children. In addition to the booklists, Johnston artfully weaves together
knowledge of the past and awareness of the present by examining cultural values, historical
highlights, and the power of storytelling while teaching families what to look for and how to enjoy
prose, verse, and illustrations that celebrate Black American culture. Soul School offers the best
children’s, middle grade, and young adult books available today, each accompanied by discussion
questions, activities, and related resource recommendations. Covering toddlers to teens and
everyone in between, Soul School is an education for us all.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Sit-In Andrea Pinkney, 2010-02-03 It
was February 1, 1960. They didn't need menus. Their order was simple. A doughnut and coffee, with
cream on the side. This picture book is a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the momentous
Woolworth's lunch counter sit-in, when four college students staged a peaceful protest that became
a defining moment in the struggle for racial equality and the growing civil rights movement. Andrea
Davis Pinkney uses poetic, powerful prose to tell the story of these four young men, who followed Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.'s words of peaceful protest and dared to sit at the whites only Woolworth's
lunch counter. Brian Pinkney embraces a new artistic style, creating expressive paintings filled with
emotion that mirror the hope, strength, and determination that fueled the dreams of not only these
four young men, but also countless others.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Dare to Differentiate Danny Brassell,
2013-10-15 This highly practical resource for K–6 teachers is packed with 25 classroom-tested,
step-by-step strategies for developing word knowledge. The emphasis throughout is not only on
teaching new words, but also on strengthening students’ comprehension and long-term vocabulary
acquisition. Especially valuable are guidelines for how to differentiate each strategy so it can be
used successfully with English language learners and students at varying proficiency levels. In a
large-size format for easy photocopying, the book features helpful print and Web resources for each
strategy, along with 20 reproducible worksheets.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Representations of Slavery in
Children’s Picture Books Raphael Rogers, 2018-05-16 Drawing on critical race theory, critical
race feminism, critical multicultural analysis, and intertextuality this book examines how slavery is
represented in contemporary children’s picture books. Through analysis of recently published
picture books about slavery, Rogers discusses how these books engage with and respond to the
historiography of the institution of slavery. Exploring how contemporary writers and illustrators
have represented the institution of slavery, Rogers presents a critical and responsible approach for
reading and using picture books in K-12 classrooms and demonstrates how these picture books
about slavery continue to perform important cultural work.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Raising an Active Reader Samantha
Cleaver, 2020-05-18 This book will prove a valuable resource for parents, teachers, and librarians on
the vital topic of reading aloud. Library Journal, Starred Review Parents and teachers know that
reading aloud to children is important, and many parents of infants and toddlers read aloud to them
daily. However, when children start to read on their own, parents often stop reading aloud. But
these early elementary school years are actually a perfect time to build vocabulary and
comprehension skills through reading aloud and Active Reading. Raising an Active Reader makes
clear the process of learning to read, how Active Reading fits into raising strong readers, and what
adults can do to encourage strong language, comprehension, and vocabulary in children in grades
K-3. This book extends on the ABCs of Active Reading (Ask Questions, Build Vocabulary, and make
Connections) as they apply to older children for picture books, chapter books, and novels. It provides
parents and teachers with examples, clear explanations, and ideas for making one-on-one or small
group read aloud sessions a powerful way to build children’s early literacy and language skills, all
while creating a lifelong love of reading.
  duke ellington the piano prince and his orchestra: Coretta Scott King Award Books
Claire Gatrell Stephens, 2000-05-15 Here's a fresh opportunity to learn more about these fine titles



and integrate them into the curriculum. The first half of the book presents annotated bibliographies
of all author and illustrator winners and honor books. The entire second half of the book is devoted
to activities, including some reproducibles, based on select titles. During the past 30 years, the titles
recognized by the Coretta Scott King Award have consistently presented excellent writing,
storytelling, history, and values. Stephens's book is designed to help educators learn more about
these fine titles and integrate them into the curriculum. After giving background about the award
and its history, the author presents annotated bibliographies of all author and illustrator award
winners and honor books. The second half of the book is devoted to providing activities based on
specific titles. Helpful tips and reproducibles make this a classroom-friendly resource.
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