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C6th Lap Steel Chords: Unlocking the Warmth and Magic of Hawaiian Tones

c6th lap steel chords are a cornerstone for players who want to capture the rich, shimmering sound

associated with classic Hawaiian music, Western swing, and country genres. Whether you’re a

beginner or an experienced lap steel guitarist, understanding how to play C6th chords on the lap steel

opens up a world of melodic and harmonic possibilities. This article will dive deep into the nuances of

C6th lap steel chords, how to form them, and why they are so essential to the instrument’s distinctive

voice.

What Makes C6th Lap Steel Chords So Special?

The C6th tuning, often referred to simply as “C6 tuning,” is one of the most popular tunings for lap

steel guitars. Its appeal lies in its versatility; the tuning naturally produces a bright, open sound perfect

for melodic slides and complex chord voicings. Unlike standard guitar tuning, C6th tuning facilitates a

broader range of chord shapes and melodic runs, making it a favorite for steel guitarists aiming for

expressive playing.

One of the key reasons C6th lap steel chords sound so rich is because the tuning includes the

intervals of the root (C), major third (E), perfect fifth (G), and major sixth (A), creating a chord that’s

simultaneously consonant and full-bodied. This combination allows players to easily explore jazz-

influenced chord voicings, Western swing rhythms, and even bluesy licks without constant retuning.

Typical C6th Lap Steel Tuning Explained

Before diving into chord shapes, it’s helpful to know the standard 6-string C6 tuning. From the lowest



to highest string, it is typically tuned as:

C (root)

A (major sixth)

C (octave root)

E (major third)

G (perfect fifth)

A (higher major sixth)

This arrangement allows for many chord voicings with minimal finger movement and makes it easy to

incorporate pedal or knee lever effects when using a pedal steel guitar. Even on a non-pedal lap steel,

these notes combine beautifully to create lush harmonies.

How to Form C6th Lap Steel Chords

Forming C6th chords on the lap steel involves sliding the steel bar across the strings and selectively

muting or picking string groups to bring out the desired chord tones. Since lap steel guitars are played

using a slide rather than fretted fingers, the approach is more about positioning and tone control than

finger shapes.



Basic C6th Chord Shape

A fundamental C6th chord on the lap steel can be played by placing the bar across all six strings at

the open position or on the 5th fret, depending on your tuning reference. When strummed or picked

together, this produces the pure C6 sound. To add texture, players often emphasize the middle strings

(C, E, and G) while allowing the sixth and second strings (A notes) to ring softly as color tones.

Adding Color with Extensions

One of the joys of playing C6th lap steel chords is the ability to add extensions like 7ths, 9ths, and

13ths easily by shifting the bar slightly up or down the neck. For example:

Sliding up a whole step can introduce a D note, creating a C6/9 chord sound.

Incorporating the Bb (the minor 7th) by sliding to the 10th fret adds a jazzy feel.

Moving between C6th and Fmaj7 chords smoothly can create a beautiful progression common in

Hawaiian music.

These subtle variations enrich your playing and make the lap steel’s voice more dynamic.

Tips for Mastering C6th Lap Steel Chords

If you’re new to lap steel or struggling to get the sound you want from C6th chords, here are some

practical tips to enhance your technique:



Focus on Bar Control: The precision of your slide bar placement directly impacts chord clarity.

Practice holding the bar lightly but steadily to avoid unwanted string buzz.

Use Fingerpicks: A combination of fingerpicks and thumb picks can help articulate individual

chord tones, allowing for more dynamic expression.

Experiment with Muting: Palm muting or using your picking hand to mute certain strings can

isolate chord tones and create rhythmic interest.

Explore Open Strings: Let open strings ring out when appropriate to add resonance and sustain

to your chords.

Practice Sliding Between Chords: Smooth transitions between C6th and related chords (like G7

or Fmaj7) are essential for authentic lap steel phrasing.

The Role of C6th Lap Steel Chords in Different Music Styles

C6th tuning and its chords aren’t just for Hawaiian music. This tuning has found a place in many

genres due to its warm, inviting tone.

Hawaiian and Slack-Key Guitar

In Hawaiian music, the C6th lap steel tuning helps evoke the traditional island sound with its lush,

dreamy chords. Players often combine C6th chords with fingerpicking patterns and slides to create a

flowing, melodic texture that’s instantly recognizable.



Western Swing and Country

Western swing guitarists use C6th chords to add swingy, jazzy flavors to their solos and rhythms. The

tuning allows for quick chord changes and intricate melodic lines, making it ideal for dance hall music

and upbeat country tunes.

Jazz and Blues Exploration

Jazz lap steel players appreciate the C6th tuning for its chordal richness and ability to handle complex

harmonies. The tuning makes it easier to play extended chords and improvise with smooth, sliding

phrases that complement horn sections or piano comping.

Learning Resources and Tools for C6th Lap Steel Chords

For those eager to deepen their understanding of C6th lap steel chords, a variety of resources are

available:

Chord Charts: Visual diagrams tailored for lap steel guitar help you memorize key chord shapes

and progressions.

Instructional Videos: Online tutorials demonstrate hand positioning, bar technique, and chord

transitions in real time.

Backing Tracks: Practice playing C6th chords along with traditional Hawaiian, country, or jazz

backing tracks to build timing and feel.

Community Forums: Engaging with lap steel enthusiasts can provide valuable tips, song



recommendations, and troubleshooting advice.

Incorporating these tools into your practice routine will accelerate your proficiency and build confidence

in using C6th chords creatively.

Experimenting Beyond Basic C6th Chords

Once you’ve mastered the foundational C6th lap steel chords, don’t hesitate to explore variations and

alternate tunings that expand your sonic palette. Many players experiment with 8-string or 10-string lap

steels, adding pedals or knee levers to alter pitch mid-performance, creating entirely new chord

voicings and musical expression.

Additionally, combining C6th chords with melodic slides, harmonic overtones, and volume pedal swells

can produce ethereal soundscapes perfect for film scores or ambient music. The lap steel’s unique

voice, anchored by the C6th tuning, invites endless creativity.

---

Whether you’re chasing the nostalgic sounds of Hawaiian steel guitar or crafting modern country licks,

understanding and utilizing c6th lap steel chords is foundational. With practice and exploration, these

chords can become the gateway to a rich, expressive playing style that resonates with warmth and

musicality.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a C6th chord on the lap steel guitar?

A C6th chord on the lap steel guitar typically consists of the notes C, E, G, and A, creating a bright

and jazzy sound commonly used in Western swing and country music.

How do you play a C6th chord on a standard 10-string lap steel

guitar?

To play a C6th chord on a 10-string lap steel guitar, you usually bar the strings to sound the notes C,

E, G, and A. Exact fret positions vary depending on the tuning, but common C6 tuning positions

include fretting the 3rd fret on the right strings.

What lap steel tuning is best for playing C6th chords?

C6 tuning is ideal for playing C6th chords as it is specifically designed to highlight the notes of the C6

chord. Many players use a C6 tuning like C-E-G-A-C-E for easy access to the chord tones.

Can you play a C6th chord in an open tuning on lap steel?

Yes, you can play a C6th chord in an open tuning such as C6 tuning, where the open strings

themselves form a C6 chord, allowing for easy chord playing without barring.

What genres commonly use C6th lap steel chords?

C6th lap steel chords are commonly used in Western swing, country, Hawaiian music, and jazz styles

due to their rich and versatile tonal qualities.

How do C6th chords on lap steel differ from standard guitar chords?

C6th chords on lap steel often utilize slide techniques and open tunings, which provide smoother

transitions and richer harmonics compared to fretted chords on a standard guitar.



Are there common variations of the C6th chord on lap steel?

Yes, variations can include adding the 9th (D) or the 7th (Bb) to create different voicings like C6/9th or

C13th, which add color and complexity to the sound.

What is the role of the A note in a C6th chord on lap steel?

The A note is the 6th interval in the C6th chord, giving the chord its characteristic jazzy and bright

sound, differentiating it from a standard C major chord.

How can beginners practice C6th chords on lap steel effectively?

Beginners should start by learning the C6 tuning and practicing simple chord shapes, then use a slide

bar to move smoothly between positions, focusing on clean note sounding and chord transitions.

What are some famous songs that use C6th lap steel chords?

Songs in Western swing and country genres often feature C6th lap steel chords, such as classics by

Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys, where the lap steel plays signature C6 chord voicings.

Additional Resources

C6th Lap Steel Chords: Unlocking the Sonic Palette of the Lap Steel Guitar

c6th lap steel chords represent a pivotal aspect of lap steel guitar playing, offering a rich harmonic

texture that is both versatile and sonically distinctive. For musicians and enthusiasts exploring the lap

steel guitar’s capabilities, understanding and mastering C6th tuning and its associated chord voicings

can significantly expand expressive potential. This article delves into the nuances of C6th lap steel

chords, examining their structure, application, and how they compare to other tunings used in lap steel

guitar performance.



The Significance of C6th Tuning in Lap Steel Guitar

C6th tuning is one of the most popular tunings for lap steel guitars, especially in genres such as

Western swing, jazz, Hawaiian music, and country. Unlike the more common E9 tuning, which

emphasizes pedal steel characteristics with distinct chord changes, C6th tuning provides a broader

harmonic range and a smoother, more resonant tonality.

The tuning typically comprises the notes C, E, G, A, C, and E, forming a C6 chord when played open.

This configuration allows players to access major, minor, diminished, and seventh chords with relative

ease, enabling complex chordal structures and melodic improvisation. The open C6 chord is

particularly favored for its bright and open sound, lending itself well to both rhythm and lead playing.

Understanding the Construction of C6th Lap Steel Chords

At its core, the C6 chord consists of the root (C), major third (E), perfect fifth (G), and major sixth (A).

This major sixth interval adds a distinctive color that differentiates it from a standard major chord.

When applied to lap steel guitar, the tuning allows the player to slide and bar across the strings to

produce lush chord voicings and smooth transitions.

Unlike standard guitar chords, which are often fingered with complex hand positions, lap steel chords

are formed by sliding a steel bar along the strings. This technique benefits from the C6th tuning’s open

intervals, enabling chord formations that sound full and harmonious without the need for intricate

fingerings.

The Role of C6th Lap Steel Chords in Various Musical Genres

C6th lap steel chords have found a home in multiple musical styles, each utilizing the tuning to evoke

specific moods and textures:



Western Swing: The warm, jazzy tones of C6th chords complement the genre’s blend of country

and jazz influences, providing smooth chord changes and melodic fills.

Hawaiian Music: Traditional Hawaiian lap steel playing often employs C6 tuning to produce the

characteristic shimmering, ethereal sound associated with island music.

Jazz: Jazz musicians appreciate C6th tuning for its versatility and ability to create complex

chords, including major sevenths and ninths, fostering sophisticated harmonic progressions.

Country and Blues: While E9 tuning dominates pedal steel in country, lap steel players use C6th

for its expressive chord voicings and melodic capability, adding emotional depth.

Comparative Analysis: C6th vs. Other Lap Steel Tunings

Understanding how C6th tuning stacks up against other popular lap steel tunings like E9 or A6 helps

contextualize its unique benefits and limitations.

Tonality and Harmonic Flexibility

E9 tuning is often celebrated for its pedal steel-style chord changes and bright, cutting sound. It excels

in producing dominant seventh chords and offers quick access to a variety of chord shapes due to its

pedal mechanism. However, for players without pedals or those seeking a more vintage or mellow

tone, C6th tuning provides a compelling alternative.

C6th tuning’s harmonic flexibility allows for a wider array of chord types, particularly in jazz and

Hawaiian contexts. Its open intervals make it easier to form extended chords such as 9ths and 13ths,



which are less accessible in E9 tuning without pedals.

Technical Considerations and Playability

From a technical standpoint, C6th tuning is relatively straightforward for lap steel players who favor

melodic soloing alongside chordal accompaniment. The tuning’s layout aligns well with the steel bar

technique, facilitating smooth glides and expressive vibratos.

Conversely, E9 tuning, while offering more chordal variety through pedals and knee levers, demands

more complex setup and potentially steeper learning curves. Players focused solely on lap steel

without pedal mechanisms often gravitate toward C6th for its simplicity and tonal richness.

Mastering Essential C6th Lap Steel Chords

For those embarking on mastering C6th lap steel chords, a foundational understanding of the tuning

and common chord shapes is essential. Below are some of the key chord types and their typical

fretboard positions:

C6 Major Chord: Open strings tuned to C6 form a natural major sixth chord, serving as the tonal1.

center.

G Major Chord: By barring across certain frets and muting select strings, players can shift the2.

root to G, allowing chord progression versatility.

A Minor Chord: Incorporating the minor third interval, this chord offers emotional contrast within3.

progressions.

D7 and F7 Dominant Seventh Chords: These chords introduce tension and resolution, integral to4.



blues and jazz phrasing.

Practicing these chords with varied slide techniques, including partial bar placements and finger

muting, enhances tone clarity and dynamic control.

Chord Voicing Variations and Extensions

Beyond basic chords, advanced C6th lap steel players experiment with voicing extensions like 9ths,

11ths, and 13ths. These extensions enrich harmonic texture and enable more intricate improvisation.

For example, adding the ninth (D) to a C6 chord creates a C6/9 chord, widely used in jazz and swing.

The voicing requires precise bar placement and muting to isolate desired notes while maintaining

resonance.

Tools and Resources for Learning C6th Lap Steel Chords

The journey to proficiency with C6th lap steel chords is supported by an evolving array of educational

tools and community resources:

Chord Charts and Diagrams: Visual aids that map fretboard positions are invaluable for both

beginners and experienced players seeking new voicings.

Instructional Videos: Online tutorials provide practical demonstrations of chord formations, bar

techniques, and musical applications.

Software and Apps: Interactive tools enable players to experiment with chord voicings and



transpose progressions in real-time.

Community Forums: Platforms where lap steel enthusiasts share tips, arrangements, and

troubleshoot challenges related to C6th tuning.

These resources collectively facilitate deeper comprehension and encourage creative exploration of the

lap steel’s sonic landscape.

Challenges in Adopting C6th Tuning

While C6th tuning offers numerous advantages, players may encounter certain challenges. For

instance, the tuning’s open intervals may produce unwanted sympathetic vibrations or string noise if

muting technique is insufficient. Moreover, transitioning from standard guitar tuning or E9 lap steel can

require considerable adjustment in muscle memory and ear training.

Additionally, because C6th tuning is less common in contemporary pedal steel setups, cross-

instrumental compatibility and tab availability might be limited relative to E9 tuning, necessitating more

personalized learning approaches.

---

In essence, c6th lap steel chords constitute a foundational element for musicians aiming to harness

the lap steel guitar’s full harmonic potential. By blending structural understanding with practical

application, players can unlock a rich palette of sounds that span multiple genres and expressive

styles. Whether approached from a jazz, country, or Hawaiian perspective, the C6th tuning remains a

versatile and enduring choice for lap steel aficionados worldwide.
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mode positions. the use of slants and reversed positions in this book lets the player learn as many
chord positions as possible.A visual way to master chords and scales on six string Dobro® and lap
steel guitars in open G tuning.All chord and scale positions are presented as graphs, letting the
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showing the neck to its full length so the player will see the book as if the instrument is lying on
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player averages are visible for most cells
Elena Rybakina Iga Swiatek live score, video stream and H2H   Elena Rybakina vs Iga Swiatek
live match starts on 17 Aug 2025 at 17:00 UTC at P&G Center Court, Cincinnati, USA. Elena
Rybakina v Iga Swiatek is part of Cincinnati, USA.
H2H, prediction of Iga Swiatek vs Elena Rybakina in - Tennis   Swiatek and Rybakina will play
each other in the semifinal of the Cincinnati Open. See the prediction, H2H stats, odds, and preview
of their next match on Sunday the 17th of
Rybakina vs Swiatek Prediction & Live Stream (17 Aug 2025 -   Elena Rybakina vs Iga Swiatek
match prediction, H2H stats, live streaming options and live score. Full stats available after the
match
Iga Świątek vs. Elena Rybakina Preview: Head-to-Head and   Here's a detailed overview for the
upcoming semifinal clash between Iga Świątek and Elena Rybakina at the Cincinnati Open
Iga Swiatek vs. Elena Rybakina 17.08.2025 - Cincinnati Open   Iga Swiatek vs. Elena Rybakina
17.08.2025 - Cincinnati Open - Cincinnati | compare MATCH MATCH STATS SET 1 SET 2
Elena Rybakina vs. Iga Swiatek prediction, odds, picks for WTA   We predict Iga Swiatek, with



a 62% win probability, will likely beat Elena Rybakina at the WTA Cincinnati Open tournament. AI
and automation have enhanced this article to
Elena Rybakina vs Iga Swiatek live score, prediction (2025   Besides tournament information,
check tennis world rankings at ATP Rankings, WTA Rankings. We also provides you with head to
head results, statistics, live scores and live
Forum - Forum DescriptionReopening Part Deux! We have a more powerful server, twice the CPU
and four times the RAM. I'm kind of afraid to say this but let's stress test this thing!
MARKETPLACE - There are currently 3292 users online. 162 members and 3130 guests. Most
users ever online was 65,177 at 7:20 PM on 09-21-2024
FIREARMS DISCUSSIONS - Discuss firearms and related topics here
California handguns - Discuss your favorite California handgun technical and related questions
here
Roblox Roblox is the ultimate virtual universe that lets you create, share experiences with friends,
and be anything you can imagine. Join millions of people and discover an infinite variety of
immersive
Roblox - Apps on Google Play Roblox is the ultimate virtual universe that lets you create, share
experiences with friends, and be anything you can imagine. Join millions of people and discover an
infinite variety of
Roblox on the App Store Roblox is the ultimate virtual universe that lets you create, share
experiences with friends, and be anything you can imagine. Join millions of people and discover an
infinite variety of immersive
Roblox - Wikipedia Overview Roblox is an online game platform and game creation system built
around user-generated content and games, [1][2] officially referred to as "experiences". [3] Games
can be
What is Roblox? – We explain the massively popular online game 15 hours ago  VideoGamer
answers the surprisingly complicated question: what is Roblox? Read on to learn about the global
phenomenon and the best games on the platform
Download Roblox Download the Roblox app to use Roblox on your smartphone, tablet, computer,
console, VR headset, and more
Roblox Launches Updated App for the Microsoft Store and Xbox on   Roblox has launched a
new version of its app for the Microsoft Store and Xbox on PC, helping to deliver a more stable and
reliable experience
Log in to Roblox ©2025 Roblox Corporation. Roblox, the Roblox logo and Powering Imagination
are among our registered and unregistered trademarks in the U.S. and other countries
Android Apps by Roblox Corporation on Google Play Roblox Corporation Welcome to the largest
user-generated gaming community with millions of amazing 3D virtual worlds you can explore with
friends
Roblox Creator Hub Unlock your imagination with Roblox Creator Hub - the ultimate platform for
building and publishing games. Join a vibrant community of creators today and publish your ideas to
哔哩哔哩 (゜-゜)つロ 干杯~-bilibili 哔哩哔哩（bilibili.com)是国内知名的视频弹幕网站，这里有及时的动漫新番，活跃的ACG氛围，有创意的Up主。 大家可以在
这里找到许多欢乐。
Category - BiliBili Category - BiliBili, Southeast Asia's leading anime, comics, and games (ACG)
community where people can create, watch and share engaging videos
bilibili bilibili是国内知名的视频弹幕网站，这里有最及时的动漫新番，最棒的ACG氛围，最有创意的Up主。 大家可以在这里找到许多欢乐。
哔哩哔哩 - 维基百科，自由的百科全书 “bilibili直播 [118] ”是bilibili所属的弹幕式视频直播分享网站。 站内直播视频主要来自主播，有时也会有游戏国际赛事、体育赛事、综
艺节目甚至时政新闻的直播内容。
动态首页-哔哩哔哩 哔哩哔哩动态首页，展示用户发布的最新动态、视频和互动内容，发现更多有趣的创作与交流。
About-us - 哔哩哔哩 With our website first launched in June 2009 and officially named ‘‘bilibili’’ in
January 2010, we have evolved from a content community inspired by anime, comics and games
(ACG) into a full
Bilibili - Wikipedia Bilibili airs a sports programming entitled Bilibili Sports, the sports division of



the Bilibili. Bilibili via Bilibili Sports officially obtained broadcasting rights for Meiji Yasuda J1
League for Southeast
哔哩哔哩下载中心 哔哩哔哩下载中心提供APP和PC客户端的免费下载入口，轻松畅享弹幕视频、直播等多种内容。
关于我们 - 哔哩哔哩弹幕视频网 - ( ゜- ゜)つロ 乾杯~ - bilibili bilibili网站最大的特色是悬浮于视频上方的实时评论功能，爱好者称其为“弹幕”，这种独特的视频体验让
基于互联网的即时弹幕能够超越时空限制，构建出一种奇妙的共时性的关系，形成一种虚
哔哩哔哩 不良信息举报邮箱：help@bilibili.com | 涉未成年举报邮箱：teenprotect@bilibili.com | 不良信息举报电话：4006262233转3 上海
互联网举报中心 | 12345政务服务便民热线 | 沪公网安
一府一委两院_百度百科 “一府”是指人民政府，“一委”是指监察委员会，“两院”是指人民法院、人民检察院。 在中国，国家行政机关、监察机关、审判机关、检察机关都由作为国家权力机
关的人民代表大会产生，对它负
2分钟看透 | 从“一府两院”到“一府一委两院”，到底区别在   该法于3月20日十三届全国人大一次会议表决通过，确立了国家监察委员会是最高监察机关。 标志着我国朝着建立集中统
一、权威高效的中国特色国家监察体制迈出重要一步，
「德法课堂」中国政府的“一府一委两院”指的分别是什么   中国政府的“一府一委两院”指的分别是什么?中华人民共和国国务院，即中华人民共和国中央人民政府，最高人民政府。
四大机关的权责交织：解读一府一委两院的职能与关系   一府一委两院是指政府、监察委员会、执法院和检察院这四个机关部门，在我国国家治理体系中扮演着重要角色。 它们各自具有一定的
职责和权力，并相互制约、相互配合，
一府两院三委四厅什么意思（一府两院三委）_淘好源百科   一府指的是中央政府 (即国务院);两院指的是人民法院和人民检察院;三委指的是共产党中央委员会、军委、全国人大常委会;四厅
则应该指的是省级行政部门中的“公安厅，高级人
一府两院 - 搜狗百科   “一府”是指人民政府，“两院”是指人民法院、人民检察院。 在中国，国家行政机关、审判机关、检察机关都由作为国家权力机关的人民代表大会产生，对它负责，受
它监督。
一府两院三委四厅什么意思_百度知道   三委：共产党中央委员会、军委、全国人大常委会； 四厅：省委办公厅，省政府办公厅，省人大常委会办公厅，省政协办公厅；
“一府一委两院” 的一些基本信息 - 知乎   “一府”是指 人民政府，“一委”是指 监察委员会，“两院”是指 人民法院 、 人民检察院。 在中国， 国家行政机关 、 监察机关 、 审判机关 、
检察机关 都由作为国家权力机关的 人
一府两院三委四厅是什么意思-po百科   一府两院三委四厅是什么意思一府指政府，两院指人民法院和人民检察院。 三委指党委，纪委，发改委。 四厅指办公厅，人社厅，财政厅，教育厅。
以上是省市一级党委和政府
2分钟看透 | 从“一府两院”到“一府一委两院”，到底区别在   一句话，国家监察制度改革，就是通过增设国家机关，形成新的监察权的改革，实现对国家公职人员的监督，实现中国特色的
反腐败。
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