zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz

**Zelda Fitzgerald's Save Me the Waltz: A Deep Dive into an Iconic Jazz Age
Novel**

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz is not just a novel; it’s a window into
the life, emotions, and creative struggles of one of the most fascinating
figures of the Jazz Age. Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald, often overshadowed by her
husband F. Scott Fitzgerald, emerged as a literary voice in her own right
with this semi-autobiographical work. The novel captures the essence of the
Roaring Twenties through the eyes of a young woman grappling with love,
mental health, and self-identity. If you’re curious about Zelda Fitzgerald’s
unique perspective and the cultural significance of *Save Me the Waltz*, this
article unpacks everything from its origins to its lasting impact.

Understanding Zelda Fitzgerald and Her Literary
Journey

Zelda Fitzgerald is often remembered as the vivacious wife of F. Scott
Fitzgerald, the celebrated author of *The Great Gatsby*. However, Zelda was
much more than a muse or a glamorous socialite. She was an artist, dancer,
and writer who sought to carve out her own creative space. *Save Me the
Waltz* marked her debut as a novelist, showcasing her ability to translate
her tumultuous life experiences into compelling prose.

The Context Behind Save Me the Waltz

Written during a period of intense personal and emotional turmoil, *Save Me
the Waltz* was completed in the mid-1930s while Zelda was undergoing
treatment for schizophrenia in a sanatorium. The novel draws heavily from her
own life, focusing on Alabama Beggs, a young Southern woman who dreams of
becoming a ballerina and struggles with her marriage and mental health. This
autobiographical element gives the novel a raw, honest, and sometimes
heartbreaking quality.

The book also reflects the cultural and social milieu of the Jazz Age,
illustrating the hedonistic lifestyle, societal pressures, and the emotional
cost of fame and creativity. Zelda’'s narrative voice offers a fresh feminine
perspective distinct from her husband’s literary style, making *Save Me the
Waltz* an important contribution to American literature.



The Plot and Themes of Save Me the Waltz

At its core, *Save Me the Waltz* is a story about identity, ambition, and
resilience. The protagonist, Alabama Beggs, is a complex character whose
dreams and desires often clash with reality.

Exploring the Storyline

The novel follows Alabama’s journey as she navigates her passion for ballet
and her complicated relationship with her husband, David Knight, a writer.
Alabama’s struggles with infertility and her eventual mental breakdown mirror
Zelda’s own experiences, providing a poignant exploration of the pressures
faced by women in the early 20th century.

The narrative is imbued with vivid descriptions of the Charleston dance
craze, lavish parties, and the vibrant social scene of the 1920s, capturing
the era’s energy and contradictions.

Key Themes in Zelda Fitzgerald’s Novel

e Female Ambition and Identity: Alabama’s pursuit of ballet symbolizes a
quest for personal fulfillment beyond the roles of wife and mother.

e Mental Health and Emotional Struggles: The novel candidly addresses
Alabama’s psychological challenges, shedding light on the stigma
surrounding mental illness at the time.

e Marriage and Gender Dynamics: Through Alabama and David’s relationship,
Zelda explores the complexities of love, jealousy, and the sacrifices
made within marriage.

* The Jazz Age Lifestyle: The book offers a critique and celebration of
the excesses and freedoms of the 1920s.

The Relationship Between Zelda and F. Scott
Fitzgerald: Literary Rivalry or Collaboration?

One of the most intriguing aspects of *Save Me the Waltz* is its connection
to F. Scott Fitzgerald’s work. The couple’s creative lives were deeply
intertwined, often leading to comparisons and sometimes controversy.



Parallel Narratives and Shared Experiences

Many critics have noted similarities between *Save Me the Waltz* and Scott'’s
novel *Tender Is the Night*, written around the same period. Both novels deal
with troubled marriages, mental illness, and the disillusionment of the Jazz
Age elite. Some argue that Zelda's novel was overshadowed or even undermined
by Scott’s greater fame.

Impact on Zelda’s Writing Career

Zelda's decision to publish *Save Me the Waltz* without Scott’s full approval
reportedly caused tension between them. Despite mixed reviews at the time,
the novel has since been re-evaluated and appreciated for its unique voice
and autobiographical depth. It stands as a testament to Zelda’'s determination
to assert her artistry in a literary world dominated by men.

Why Save Me the Waltz Matters Today

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in Zelda Fitzgerald
as a writer and cultural figure. *Save Me the Waltz* offers contemporary
readers insights into the challenges women faced in balancing societal
expectations with personal dreams, a theme still relevant today.

Rediscovering a Forgotten Voice

The novel has gained recognition for its candid portrayal of mental illness
and its pioneering depiction of female ambition during a time when such
narratives were rare. Scholars and readers alike appreciate Zelda's lyrical
prose and emotional honesty.

Inspiration for Writers and Artists

*Save Me the Waltz* continues to inspire creative minds who see in Zelda's
story a symbol of resilience and artistic integrity. Her life and work remind
us of the importance of telling diverse stories and acknowledging voices that
history might have sidelined.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Save Me the



Waltz

If you're planning to dive into *Save Me the Waltz*, here are some tips to
enrich your reading experience:

1. Contextualize the Era: Familiarize yourself with the Jazz Age and the
Fitzgeralds’ life to better understand the novel’s backdrop.

2. Read with an Open Mind: The novel’'s style and pacing differ from more
conventional narratives, reflecting Zelda's experimental approach.

3. Explore Biographical Details: Knowing about Zelda's struggles with
mental health and her artistic ambitions adds layers of meaning to the
story.

4. Compare with Scott Fitzgerald’s Works: Reading *Tender Is the Night*
alongside can provide fascinating contrasts and parallels.

Final Thoughts on Zelda Fitzgerald’s Save Me
the Waltz

*Save Me the Waltz* is more than just a novel; it’s an intimate glimpse into
the heart and mind of Zelda Fitzgerald. It challenges us to reconsider the
narrative of the Jazz Age and recognize the complexity of women’s lives
during that transformative period. Through Alabama Beggs, Zelda speaks across
time about dreams deferred, the pain of mental illness, and the enduring
quest for self-expression.

Whether you approach it as a literary work, a historical document, or a
soulful confession, *Save Me the Waltz* remains a powerful testament to a
woman who danced to her own rhythm, even when the music faltered.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Zelda Fitzgerald and what is 'Save Me the
Waltz' about?

Zelda Fitzgerald was an American socialite and novelist, known for her
tumultuous marriage to F. Scott Fitzgerald. 'Save Me the Waltz' is her semi-
autobiographical novel that depicts the life of a Southern woman struggling
with her identity, creativity, and mental health.



When was 'Save Me the Waltz' published and how was
it received?

‘Save Me the Waltz' was published in 1932. The novel received mixed reviews;
some praised its lyrical prose and insight into Zelda's life, while others
criticized it for its fragmented structure and compared it unfavorably to F.
Scott Fitzgerald’s works.

How does 'Save Me the Waltz' reflect Zelda
Fitzgerald’s personal experiences?

The novel draws heavily from Zelda's own life, including her struggles with
mental illness, her marriage to F. Scott Fitzgerald, and her passion for
ballet. It provides an intimate look at her perspective, often overshadowed
by her husband's literary fame.

What themes are explored in 'Save Me the Waltz'?

'Save Me the Waltz' explores themes such as mental illness, identity,
creativity, the constraints of gender roles, and the complexities of marriage
and ambition, especially in the context of 1920s and 1930s America.

Why is 'Save Me the Waltz' considered significant in
literary history?

The novel is significant because it offers a rare female perspective from the
Jazz Age, challenging the dominant narratives shaped by male authors like F.
Scott Fitzgerald. It highlights Zelda's own voice and artistic talent,
contributing to feminist literary discourse.

Additional Resources

**Zelda Fitzgerald’s *Save Me the Waltz*: A Literary Portrait Beyond the Jazz
Age**

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz stands as a unique literary artifact,
notable not only for its content but also for the complex cultural and
personal contexts surrounding its creation. Written by Zelda Fitzgerald, the
wife of famed author F. Scott Fitzgerald, *Save Me the Waltz* offers a vivid,
if contentious, glimpse into the Jazz Age from a woman's perspective. This
novel, published in 1932, is a deeply autobiographical work that reflects
Zelda’s artistic ambitions as well as the turbulent dynamics of her marriage
and life.

Often overshadowed by the towering legacy of her husband’s *The Great Gatsby*
and other works, Zelda Fitzgerald’s *Save Me the Waltz* deserves critical
reassessment. This article delves into the novel'’s thematic depth, its



stylistic qualities, and its place within the broader Fitzgerald narrative,
while also considering its literary reception and enduring significance.

Contextualizing *Save Me the Waltz* Within
Zelda Fitzgerald’'s Life

Zelda Fitzgerald was a multifaceted artist—dancer, painter, and writer—whose
creative impulses often clashed with the societal expectations of women
during the 1920s and 1930s. *Save Me the Waltz* emerged during a period of
personal crisis for Zelda; she was struggling with mental health issues and
the strains of a difficult marriage to F. Scott Fitzgerald, who was himself
grappling with alcoholism and professional decline.

The novel is essentially a fictionalized account of Zelda's own life,
centering on Alabama Beggs, a Southern belle and aspiring ballerina whose
dreams and romantic entanglements mirror Zelda's experiences. This
autobiographical element invites readers to view the novel as a form of self-
expression and catharsis, giving voice to a woman often relegated to a
supporting role in literary history.

Autobiography and Fiction: Blurring Boundaries

The interplay between autobiography and fiction in *Save Me the Waltz* is one
of the novel’s most compelling aspects. Zelda’'s portrayal of Alabama Beggs
blurs the line between author and protagonist, embedding real-life events
into the narrative framework. The novel chronicles Alabama’s rigorous ballet
training, her marriage to David Knight (a fictional counterpart to F. Scott
Fitzgerald), and the social milieu of the American South and expatriate
communities in Europe.

This blending of fact and fiction allows Zelda to explore themes of female
ambition, artistic frustration, and identity. However, it also complicated
the novel’s reception, as critics and contemporaries often dismissed it as
derivative or overly self-indulgent, especially in comparison to F. Scott

Fitzgerald’s celebrated oeuvre.

Literary Style and Thematic Exploration

Unlike the polished prose of F. Scott Fitzgerald, *Save Me the Waltz*
exhibits a more experimental and fragmented style, reflecting the emotional
turbulence of its author. The narrative often shifts between lyrical passages
and introspective musings, capturing the protagonist’s inner conflicts and
aspirations.



Themes of Artistic Ambition and Gender Roles

Central to *Save Me the Waltz* is the exploration of female artistic ambition
in an era that offered limited avenues for women’s creative expression.
Alabama’s dedication to ballet serves as a metaphor for Zelda’'s own struggles
with her art and identity. The novel critiques societal constraints that
force women to subordinate personal dreams to the roles of wife and mother.

Additionally, the book probes the complexities of marriage, jealousy, and
autonomy. Alabama’s relationship with David Knight reveals the emotional toll
of being married to a figure consumed by his own ambitions, paralleling
Zelda's real-life experience with F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Settings and Symbolism

The novel’s settings—ranging from the American South to the glittering
locales of France and Spain—paint a vivid backdrop for the Jazz Age’s
decadence and disillusionment. The waltz itself, a dance of both connection
and restraint, symbolizes the tension between freedom and societal
expectation that permeates the narrative.

Reception and Critical Legacy

Upon its release, *Save Me the Waltz* faced a mixed critical reception. Many
reviewers viewed Zelda'’'s novel unfavorably, often comparing it unfavorably to
her husband’s work. Some critics accused Zelda of capitalizing on F. Scott
Fitzgerald’'s fame, while others lamented the novel’s uneven narrative and
stylistic inconsistencies.

Contemporary Perspectives

In recent decades, however, literary scholars and feminist critics have
revisited *Save Me the Waltz*, recognizing its value as a pioneering work of
women’'s literature. Modern analysis appreciates the novel’s honest portrayal
of female subjectivity and the psychological depth Zelda imparts to her
protagonist.

The novel is increasingly seen as an important counterpoint to the male-
centered narratives of the Jazz Age, providing insight into the period’s
gender dynamics and the personal cost of creative ambition within a
constrained social framework.



Comparison with F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Works

While F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novels often depict the Jazz Age from a male
perspective, focusing on themes of wealth, status, and the American Dreanm,
*Save Me the Waltz* introduces a distinctly female viewpoint. This divergence
enriches the literary tapestry of the era.

The novel’s candid exploration of mental health, artistic frustration, and
marital discord offers a rawness that contrasts with the polished glamour of
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s prose. In this respect, Zelda’'s contribution challenges
the notion of her as merely a muse or footnote in literary history.

Why *Save Me the Waltz* Matters Today

In an age increasingly attentive to diverse voices and the reclaiming of
marginalized narratives, *Save Me the Waltz* resonates as a testament to the
struggles faced by women artists in the early 20th century. The novel’s
themes of identity, creativity, and resilience continue to engage readers and
scholars alike.

Zelda Fitzgerald’s work encourages a reevaluation of the Jazz Age beyond the
lens of male genius, highlighting the complexities and contradictions that
shaped the lives of women behind the scenes. For those interested in American
literature, feminist history, or the cultural history of the 1920s, *Save Me
the Waltz* offers a rich, if underappreciated, resource.

Exploring this novel deepens our understanding of Zelda Fitzgerald not just
as a historical figure, but as a creative force whose voice deserves
recognition in its own right. Whether approached as a literary work, a
cultural document, or a personal narrative, *Save Me the Waltz* challenges
readers to look beyond the surface of the Jazz Age’s glitter and hear the
nuanced stories of those who lived it.

Zelda Fitzgerald Save Me The Waltz

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Save Me the Waltz Zelda Fitzgerald, 2013-07-09 Save Me
the Waltz is the first and only novel by the wife of F. Scott Fitzgerald. During the years when
Fitzgerald was working on Tender Is the Night, Zelda Fitzgerald was preparing her own story, which
parallels the narrative of her husband, throwing a fascinating light on F. Scott Fitzgerald’s life and
work. In its own right, it is a vivid and moving story: the confessions of a famous, slightly doomed
glamour girl of the affluent 1920s, which captures the spirit of an era.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Save Me the Waltz Zelda Fitzgerald, 1953

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: The Style of Zelda Fitzgerald in Save Me the Waltz Lissa
Reed Fiser, 1974

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: The Collected Writings of Zelda Fitzgerald Zelda


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-182/zelda-fitzgerald-save-me-the-waltz.pdf

Fitzgerald, 2013-08-06 This comprehensive collection of Zelda Fitzgerald’s work—including her only
published novel, Save Me the Waltz—puts the jazz-age heroine in an illuminating literary
perspective. Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald has long been an American cultural icon. Born in Montgomery,
Alabama, this southern belle turned flapper was talented in dance, painting, and writing but lived in
the shadow of her husband F. Scott Fitzgerald’s success. This meticulously edited collection includes
Zelda’s only published novel, Save Me the Waltz, an autobiographical account of the Fitzgeralds’
adventures in Paris and on the Riviera; her celebrated farce, Scandalabra; eleven short stories;
twelve articles; and a selection of letters to her husband, written over the span of their marriage,
that reveals the couple’s loving and turbulent relationship. The Collected Writings affirms Zelda'’s
place as a writer and as a symbol of the Lost Generations as she struggled to define herself through
her art.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: To what Extent Can Zelda Fitzgerald's "Save Me the
Waltz" be Regarded a Typical Flapper Novel? Marij Hartwig, 2020

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: The Romantic Egoists Matthew Joseph Bruccoli, Scottie
Fitzgerald Smith, Joan Paterson Kerr, 2003 This pictorial autobiography of Scott and Zelda
Fitzgerald documents two lives that have become legendary. The book draws almost entirely from
the scrapbooks and photograph albums that the Fitzgeralds scrupulously kept as their personal
record and provides a wealth of illustrative material not previously available. Minnesota; a
photograph of the country club in Montgomery, Alabama, where the two met; reviews of This Side of
Paradise; poems to the couple from Ring Lardner; snapshots of their trips abroad; Fitzgerald's
careful accounting of his earnings; a photograph of the house on Long Island where The Great
Gatsby was conceived; postcards with Fitzgerald's drawings for his daughter. These rare
photographs and memorabilia combine into a narrative augmented by selections from Scott's and
Zelda's own writings, conveying the spirit of particuular moments in their lives.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Zelda Fitzgerald's Save Me the Waltz Valdine
Clemens, 1985

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: The Writing on the Wall Mary Elene Wood, 1994

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Zelda Fitzgerald Sally Cline, 2013-07-04 Zelda Fitzgerald,
along with her husband F. Scott Fitzgerald, is remembered above all else as a personification of the
style and glamour of the roaring twenties - an age of carefree affluence such as the world has not
seen since. But along with the wealth and parties came a troubled mind, at a time when a woman
exploiting her freedom of expression was likely to attract accusations of insanity. After 1934 Zelda
spent most of her life in a mental institution; outliving her husband by few years, she died in a fire as
she was awaiting electroconvulsive therapy in a sanatorium. Zelda's story has often been told by
detractors, who would cast her as a parasite in the marriage - most famously, Ernest Hemingway
accused her of taking pleasure in blunting her husband's genius; when she wrote her
autobiographical novel, Fitzgerald himself complained she had used his material. But was this fair,
when Fitzgerald's novels were based on their life together? Sally Cline's biography, first published in
2003, makes use of letters, journals, and doctor's records to detail the development of their
marriage, and to show the collusion between husband and doctors in a misdirected attempt to 'cure'
Zelda's illness. Their prescription - no dancing, no painting, and above all, no writing - left her
creative urges with no outlet, and was bound to make matters worse for a woman who thrived on the
expression of allure and wealth.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: The Companion to Southern Literature Joseph M. Flora,
Lucinda Hardwick MacKethan, 2001-11-01 Selected as an Outstanding Academic Title by Choice
Selected as an Outstanding Reference Source by the Reference and User Services Association of the
American Library Association There are many anthologies of southern literature, but this is the first
companion. Neither a survey of masterpieces nor a biographical sourcebook, The Companion to
Southern Literature treats every conceivable topic found in southern writing from the
pre-Columbian era to the present, referencing specific works of all periods and genres. Top scholars
in their fields offer original definitions and examples of the concepts they know best, identifying the



themes, burning issues, historical personalities, beloved icons, and common or uncommon
stereotypes that have shaped the most significant regional literature in memory. Read the copious
offerings straight through in alphabetical order (Ancestor Worship, Blue-Collar Literature, Caves) or
skip randomly at whim (Guilt, The Grotesque, William Jefferson Clinton). Whatever approach you
take, The Companion’s authority, scope, and variety in tone and interpretation will prove a boon and
a delight. Explored here are literary embodiments of the Old South, New South, Solid South, Savage
South, Lazy South, and “Sahara of the Bozart.” As up-to-date as grit lit, K Mart fiction, and
postmodernism, and as old-fashioned as Puritanism, mules, and the tall tale, these five hundred
entries span a reach from Lady to Lesbian Literature. The volume includes an overview of every
southern state’s belletristic heritage while making it clear that the southern mind extends beyond
geographical boundaries to form an essential component of the American psyche. The South’s
lavishly rich literature provides the best means of understanding the region’s deepest nature, and
The Companion to Southern Literature will be an invaluable tool for those who take on that exciting
challenge. Description of Contents 500 lively, succinct articles on topics ranging from Abolition to
Yoknapatawpha 250 contributors, including scholars, writers, and poets 2 tables of contents —
alphabetical and subject — and a complete index A separate bibliography for most entries

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: The Gatsby Affair Kendall Taylor, 2018-08-08 The
romance between F. Scott Fitzgerald and Zelda Sayre has been celebrated as one of the greatest of
the 20th century. From the beginning, their relationship was a tumultuous one, in which the couple’s
excesses were as widely known as their passion for each other. Despite their love, both Scott and
Zelda engaged in flirtations that threatened to tear the couple apart. But none had a more profound
impact on the two—and on Scott’s writing—as the liaison between Zelda and a French aviator,
Edouard Jozan. Though other biographies have written of Jozan as one of Scott’s romantic rivals,
accounts of the pilot’s effect on the couple have been superficial at best. In The Gatsby Affair: Scott,
Zelda, and the Betrayal That Shaped an American Classic, Kendall Taylor examines the dalliance
between the southern belle and the French pilot from a fresh perspective. Drawing on conversations
and correspondence with Jozan’s daughter, as well as materials from the Jozan family archives,
Taylor sheds new light on this romantic triangle. More than just a casual fling, Zelda’s tryst with
Edouard affected Scott as much as it did his wife—and ultimately influenced the author’s most
famous creation, Jay Gatsby. Were it not for Zelda’s affair with the pilot, Scott’s novel might be less
about betrayal and more about lost illusions. Exploring the private motives of these public figures,
Taylor offers new explanations for their behavior. In addition to the love triangle that included Jozan,
Taylor also delves into an earlier event in Zelda’s life—a sexual assault she suffered as a
teenager—one that affected her future relationships. Both a literary study and a probing look at an
iconic couple’s psychological makeup, The Gatsby Affair offers readers a bold interpretation of how
one of America’s greatest novels was influenced.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: The Female Tradition in Southern Literature Carol S.
Manning, 1993 This collection of critical essays examines the contributions to and influences on
literature that have been made by Southern women writers.--From publisher description.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Zelda Fitzgerald's Save Me the Waltz Valdine Clemens,
1985

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Paradise Lost David S. Brown, 2017-05-22 Pigeonholed
as a Jazz Age epicurean and an emblem of the Lost Generation, Fitzgerald was at heart a moralist
struck by the nation’s shifting mood and manners after WWI. Placing him among Progressives such
as Charles Beard, Randolph Bourne, and Thorstein Veblen, David Brown reveals Fitzgerald as a
writer with an encompassing historical imagination.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: World War I and Southern Modernism David A. Davis,
2017-11-27 Winner of the 2018 Eudora Welty Prize When the United States entered World War I,
parts of the country had developed industries, urban cultures, and democratic political systems, but
the South lagged behind, remaining an impoverished, agriculture region. Despite New South
boosterism, the culture of the early twentieth-century South was comparatively artistically arid. Yet,



southern writers dominated the literary marketplace by the 1920s and 1930s. World War I brought
southerners into contact with modernity before the South fully modernized. This shortfall created an
inherent tension between the region's existing agricultural social structure and the processes of
modernization, leading to distal modernism, a form of writing that combines elements of modernism
to depict non-modern social structures. Critics have struggled to formulate explanations for the
eruption of modern southern literature, sometimes called the Southern Renaissance. Pinpointing
World War I as the catalyst, David A. Davis argues southern modernism was not a self-generating
outburst of writing, but a response to the disruptions modernity generated in the region. In World
War I and Southern Modernism, Davis examines dozens of works of literature by writers, including
William Faulkner, Ellen Glasgow, and Claude McKay, that depict the South during the war. Topics
explored in the book include contact between the North and the South, southerners who served in
combat, and the developing southern economy. Davis also provides a new lens for this argument,
taking a closer look at African Americans in the military and changing gender roles.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Fitzgerald and Hemingway Scott Donaldson,
2009-07-22 F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway might have been contemporaries, but our
understanding of their work often rests on simple differences. Hemingway wrestled with war,
fraternity, and the violence of nature. Fitzgerald satirized money and class and the never-ending
pursuit of a material tomorrow. Through the provocative arguments of Scott Donaldson, however,
the affinities between these two authors become brilliantly clear. The result is a reorientation of how
we read twentieth-century American literature. Known for his penetrating studies of Fitzgerald and
Hemingway, Donaldson traces the creative genius of these authors and the surprising overlaps
among their works. Fitzgerald and Hemingway both wrote fiction out of their experiences rather
than about them. Therefore Donaldson pursues both biography and criticism in these essays, with a
deep commitment to close reading. He traces the influence of celebrity culture on the legacies of
both writers, matches an analysis of Hemingway's Spanish Civil War writings to a treatment of
Fitzgerald's left-leaning tendencies, and contrasts the averted gaze in Hemingway's fiction with the
role of possessions in The Great Gatsby. He devotes several essays to four novels, Gatsby, Tender Is
the Night, The Sun Also Rises, and A Farewell to Arms, and others to lesser-known short stories.
Based on years of research in the Fitzgerald and Hemingway archives and brimming with
Donaldson's trademark wit and insight, this irresistible anthology moves the study of American
literature in bold new directions.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Interviews From The Short Century Marco Lupis,
2019-05-16

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Careless People Sarah Churchwell, 2015-01-27 Originally
published: London: Virago, 2013

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Signs of the Signs William Brevda, 2011-05-16 This book
is a study of signs in American literature and culture. It is mainly about electric signs, but also deals
with non-electric signs and related phenomena, such as movie sets. The sign is considered in both
the architectural and semiotic senses of the word. It is argued that the drama and spectacle of the
electric sign called attention to the semiotic implications of the sign. In fiction, poetry, and
commentary, the electric sign became a sign of manifold meanings that this book explores: a sign of
the city, a sign of America, a sign of the twentieth century, a sign of modernism, a sign of
postmodernism, a sign of noir, a sign of naturalism, a sign of the beats, a sign of signs systems (the
Bible to Broadway), a sign of tropes (the Great White way to the neon jungle), a sign of the writers
themselves, a sign of the sign itself. If Moby Dick is the great American novel, then it is also the
great American novel about signs, as the prologue maintains. The chapters that follow demonstrate
that the sign is indeed a sign of American literature. After the electric sign was invented, it
influenced Stephen Crane to become a nightlight impressionist and Theodore Dreiser to make the
fire sign his metaphor for the city. An actual Broadway sign might have inspired F. Scott Fitzgerald's
The Great Gatsby. In Manhattan Transfer and U.S.A., John Dos Passos portrayed America as just a
spectacular sign. William Faulkner's electric signs are full of sound and fury signifying modernity.



The Last Tycoon was a sign of Fitzgerald's decline. The signs of noir can be traced to Poe's The Man
of the Crowd. Absence flickers in the neons of Raymond Chandler's Los Angeles. The death of God
haunts the neon wilderness of Nelson Algren. Hitler's empire was an non-intentional parody of
Nathanael West's California. The beats reinvented Times Square in their own image. Jack Kerouac's
search for the center of Saturday night was a quest for transcendence.

zelda fitzgerald save me the waltz: Towards a Theory of Life-Writing Marija Krsteva,
2022-11-30 Towards a Theory of Life-Writing: Genre Blending provides a look into the rules of
life-writing genre blending proposing a theory to explain and illustrate the main regulations
governing such genre play. It centers on fact and fiction duality in the formation of auto/biofictional
genres. This book investigates the existing developments in this field, and explores major criticism
and lines of inquiry in order to arrive at the theory of life-writing genre play textuality. The specific
interplay of the different generic characteristics develops a specific textuality at the heart of it. This
is termed biofictional preservation (biopreservation) to explain the textual transformation and the
shaping of the auto/biofictional genres. Written for undergraduate and graduate students, but also
for the general readers, the book further exemplifies the theory in the analyses of different
biofictions about the American authors F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway featuring
overlapping and juxtaposed material. This volume aims to provide a theory of this specific textuality
in order to better understand and approach the process in question as well as to open up new
horizons for further study and exploration.
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