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Womens Final Four History: A Journey Through the Pinnacle of College
Basketball

womens final four history is a fascinating chronicle of passion,
perseverance, and progress in collegiate athletics. The Women’s Final Four
stands as the pinnacle of NCAA women’s basketball, showcasing the most elite
teams battling for national glory. Over the decades, this event has evolved
from humble beginnings into a massive spectacle that draws millions of
viewers, highlights incredible athleticism, and champions the growth of
women’s sports. Let’s dive into the rich history of the Women’s Final Four,
exploring its origins, key moments, legendary players, and the cultural
impact it has had on basketball and beyond.

The Origins of the Women’s Final Four

The Women’s Final Four has its roots deeply embedded in the early days of
women’s collegiate basketball. Before the NCAA began sponsoring a women's
basketball tournament, the Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for
Women (AIAW) governed women’s college sports and held national championships
starting in 1972. The NCAA officially started its women’s basketball
tournament in 1982, marking a pivotal moment that formalized the Women’s
Final Four as a premier event.

The Early Years: Building Momentum

The first NCAA Women’s Final Four was held in 1982, bringing together four
teams who had battled through regional play to reach the national semifinals.
This inaugural tournament featured powerhouse programs like Louisiana Tech,
who won the first championship, setting a standard for excellence in women’s
basketball. The early years were marked by fierce competition, but also by
limited media coverage and lower attendance compared to the men’s tournament.
Nevertheless, the foundation was laid for an event that would grow
exponentially in popularity and significance.

Key Milestones in Womens Final Four History

Over the years, the Women’s Final Four has witnessed many landmark moments
that have shaped its trajectory and elevated women’s basketball on the
national stage.

The Rise of Legendary Programs

Certain programs have become synonymous with Women’s Final Four success. The
University of Connecticut (UConn) Huskies, for example, have dominated the
landscape with multiple championships and record-breaking winning streaks.
Their consistent appearances and victories in the Final Four have helped to
boost the event’s profile and inspire new generations of players.



Other schools like Tennessee, Notre Dame, Baylor, and Stanford have also made
significant impacts, each contributing to the competitive depth and
excitement of the tournament. These programs have produced outstanding
athletes who have gone on to professional careers and become role models.

Breaking Barriers and Increasing Visibility

The Women’s Final Four also represents progress in gender equality and the
broader recognition of women’s sports. In the 1990s and 2000s, increased
television coverage by networks such as ESPN and CBS brought the event into
living rooms nationwide, helping to grow the fanbase and attract sponsorship
deals.

Iconic players like Maya Moore, Breanna Stewart, and Cheryl Miller have not
only dazzled audiences with their skills but have also become advocates for
women’s athletics, leveraging their platforms to promote the sport’s growth
and push for greater equity.

The Impact of Womens Final Four History on
Today’s Game

Understanding the history of the Women’s Final Four provides valuable
insights into the current state and future of women’s basketball.

Elevating Women’s College Basketball

The Women’s Final Four has become a crucial driver in elevating the sport at
the collegiate level. The event’s growing popularity has led to increased
funding for women’s programs, better facilities, and enhanced recruitment
efforts. High school athletes now view playing in the Women’s Final Four as a
career-defining goal, which has raised the overall level of competition.

Inspiring the Next Generation

The visibility of the Women’s Final Four helps inspire young girls to pursue
basketball and sports in general. It showcases that women can compete at the
highest levels and gain national recognition for their talents. This
inspiration is critical for developing grassroots programs and expanding
participation in women’s basketball across the country.

Notable Players and Coaches in Womens Final
Four History

The stories of exceptional players and visionary coaches are central to the
Women’s Final Four narrative.



Players Who Left a Lasting Legacy

- **Cheryl Miller**: Often credited with revolutionizing women’s basketball
in the 1980s, Miller’s dominance at USC helped propel the sport forward.
- **Diana Taurasi**: Known as one of the greatest players in NCAA history,
Taurasi’s performances in the Final Four with UConn were legendary.
- **Brittney Griner**: A towering presence and game-changer, Griner’s impact
extended beyond college basketball into the professional ranks.

Coaches Who Shaped the Game

- **Pat Summitt**: The late Tennessee coach is a towering figure in women’s
basketball, leading her team to eight national championships and redefining
coaching excellence.
- **Geno Auriemma**: The mastermind behind UConn’s dynasty, Auriemma’s
leadership has resulted in multiple undefeated seasons and championships.
- **Kim Mulkey**: Known for her strategic brilliance and intensity, Mulkey
has guided several teams deep into the Final Four.

How the Women’s Final Four Continues to Evolve

The Women’s Final Four is far from static; it continues to adapt and grow in
exciting ways.

Technological Advancements and Fan Engagement

With the rise of digital media and streaming platforms, fans have more access
than ever to live games, highlights, and behind-the-scenes content. Social
media campaigns and interactive fan experiences have helped the Women’s Final
Four reach younger audiences and foster a vibrant online community.

Expanding Opportunities and Recognition

Efforts to ensure equal resources, pay, and media coverage continue to gain
momentum. The success of the Women’s Final Four plays a critical role in
these conversations, showcasing the commercial and cultural value of women’s
basketball.

Exploring the Cultural Significance of Womens
Final Four History

Beyond sports, the Women’s Final Four holds a powerful place in American
culture.



Empowerment Through Sports

The Women’s Final Four symbolizes empowerment, breaking down stereotypes
about women’s athleticism and ability. It encourages participation in sports
as a means of personal development, leadership, and community engagement.

Building a Legacy for Equality

The event’s history reflects broader societal shifts towards gender equality.
Each game, each championship, and each historic moment contributes to a
legacy that inspires ongoing efforts to close the gender gap in all areas of
life.

The Women’s Final Four history is far more than a record of games and scores;
it is a story of determination, change, and triumph that continues to inspire
athletes, fans, and advocates alike. As the tournament grows and evolves, it
promises to remain a cornerstone of women’s sports, reflecting excellence on
and off the court.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the first NCAA Women's Final Four held?

The first NCAA Women's Final Four was held in 1982.

Which team has won the most NCAA Women's Final Four
championships?

The University of Connecticut (UConn) holds the record for the most NCAA
Women's Final Four championships.

Who was the first coach to win multiple NCAA Women's
Final Four titles?

Pat Summitt of the University of Tennessee was the first coach to win
multiple NCAA Women's Final Four titles.

How many teams participate in the NCAA Women's Final
Four?

Four teams participate in the NCAA Women's Final Four.

Which city has hosted the most NCAA Women's Final
Four events?

New Orleans has hosted the NCAA Women's Final Four multiple times, making it
one of the most frequent host cities.



What year did the NCAA Women's Final Four expand to
the current format with 64 teams?

The NCAA Women's basketball tournament expanded to 64 teams in 1994.

Who is the all-time leading scorer in NCAA Women's
Final Four history?

Breanna Stewart of UConn is one of the all-time leading scorers in NCAA
Women's Final Four history.

Has any team ever won back-to-back NCAA Women's Final
Four championships?

Yes, several teams, including UConn and Tennessee, have won back-to-back NCAA
Women's Final Four championships.

When did the NCAA Women's Final Four start being
broadcast on national television?

The NCAA Women's Final Four began being broadcast nationally in the early
1980s, shortly after its inception.

Which player holds the record for most NCAA Women's
Final Four Most Outstanding Player awards?

Breanna Stewart holds the record for the most NCAA Women's Final Four Most
Outstanding Player awards, winning it four times consecutively.

Additional Resources
Womens Final Four History: A Journey Through the Pinnacle of College
Basketball

womens final four history traces the evolution and impact of one of the most
significant events in collegiate sports. Since its inception, the Women’s
Final Four has not only showcased elite basketball talent but also mirrored
broader societal changes, including the growing recognition of women’s
athletics. This article delves into the historical milestones, dominant
programs, and transformative moments that define the Women’s Final Four,
offering a comprehensive analysis of its legacy within NCAA women’s
basketball.

The Origins and Evolution of the Women’s Final
Four

The Women’s Final Four, as a climactic tournament stage, originated in 1982
under the governance of the NCAA, marking a pivotal shift from earlier
women’s collegiate competitions managed by the AIAW (Association for
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women). This transition heralded an era where



women’s basketball began receiving increased visibility and institutional
support, aligning more closely with the structure of men’s collegiate
basketball championships.

Early tournaments featured fewer teams and less media attention compared to
today’s expansive and widely broadcast events. Over the decades, the Women’s
Final Four has grown in stature, now drawing millions of viewers annually and
serving as a critical platform for aspiring professional athletes. The
tournament’s expansion from a modest field to a 64-team format parallels the
sport’s overall growth in competitiveness and popularity.

Historical Milestones and Key Figures

Integral to the women’s final four history are the legendary players and
coaches who have shaped its narrative. Icons such as Pat Summitt, Geno
Auriemma, and Tara VanDerveer have transformed their respective
programs—Tennessee, UConn, and Stanford—into perennial powerhouses. Their
leadership not only resulted in multiple championships but also contributed
to raising the profile of women’s collegiate basketball nationwide.

The 1990s and 2000s, in particular, marked a period of dominance by UConn and
Tennessee, with both schools frequently meeting in the Final Four and
championship games. This rivalry captivated audiences and intensified
competitive standards, while players like Diana Taurasi and Chamique
Holdsclaw became household names.

Dominant Programs and Shifting Power Dynamics

The Women’s Final Four history is punctuated by the ascendancy of specific
programs that have entrenched themselves as dynasties. UConn Huskies, under
Geno Auriemma, have secured more national championships than any other
program, boasting an unmatched winning percentage during tournament play.
Their style—characterized by stifling defense and efficient offense—has set a
benchmark for excellence.

Tennessee Volunteers, led by Pat Summitt until her retirement, were the first
program to achieve national recognition and multiple titles, establishing a
foundation for future success across the sport. Stanford Cardinal and Notre
Dame Fighting Irish have also emerged as consistent contenders, reflecting a
gradual diversification of elite teams.

This shifting landscape highlights a dynamic competitive environment where
traditional powerhouses must continuously innovate to maintain supremacy. The
rise of new challengers also underscores the increasing parity in women’s
collegiate basketball.

The Impact of Title IX and Media Exposure

No discussion of women’s final four history would be complete without
acknowledging the profound influence of Title IX legislation and expanded
media coverage. Title IX, enacted in 1972, mandated gender equity in
educational programs receiving federal funding, including athletics. Over
time, this led to increased funding, scholarships, and resources for women’s



basketball programs, fueling the growth of talent pools and competitive
opportunities.

Simultaneously, media exposure has evolved from limited local broadcasts to
national television coverage and streaming platforms. Networks such as ESPN
have played a crucial role in elevating the Women’s Final Four, providing
schedules of games, player profiles, and expert analysis that engage a
diverse audience. This increased visibility has been instrumental in
attracting sponsors, enhancing the tournament’s financial viability, and
inspiring future generations of female athletes.

Statistical Trends and Competitive Analysis

Examining the statistical trends within the Women’s Final Four history
reveals patterns that highlight both the evolution of gameplay and program
dominance. Offensively, there has been a gradual increase in scoring
averages, reflecting faster-paced games and more sophisticated offensive
schemes. Defensive strategies have concurrently adapted, with teams
emphasizing versatility and athleticism.

In terms of geographic distribution, certain regions like the Southeastern
and Northeastern United States have produced a disproportionate number of
Final Four teams, correlating with strong high school feeder systems and
investment in youth basketball development.

Championship Appearances: UConn leads with over a dozen appearances,
followed by Tennessee and Stanford.

Winning Streaks: UConn’s record 111-game winning streak in the mid-2010s
remains a testament to sustained excellence.

Coaching Legacies: Pat Summitt’s 8 national titles and Geno Auriemma’s
11 championships underpin the importance of leadership.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

While the Women’s Final Four has achieved remarkable growth, challenges
remain. Disparities in funding and facilities between men’s and women’s
programs persist, often influencing recruiting and training capacities.
Moreover, there is ongoing discussion regarding parity in media coverage and
sponsorship deals.

Nevertheless, the tournament also presents opportunities for innovation,
including enhanced fan engagement through digital media, internationalization
of talent pools, and the promotion of women’s sports as a catalyst for social
change.

The continued commitment from universities, governing bodies, and
broadcasters suggests that the Women’s Final Four will not only maintain but
potentially accelerate its trajectory as a premier sporting event.

The rich tapestry of womens final four history embodies more than just a



basketball competition; it symbolizes the advancement of women’s sports and
the relentless pursuit of excellence. Each year’s tournament adds new
chapters, promising further excitement and inspiration for athletes and fans
alike.

Womens Final Four History

  womens final four history: The Promotion and Advancement of Women in Sports United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 2006
  womens final four history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2024 James Buckley, 2024-01-02 The
ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories. Look back on
another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for 2023.Get up close
and personal with the top athletes in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, and more in this perfect
book for sports fanatics and newbies alike.
  womens final four history: Why She Plays Christine A. Baker, 2008-12-01 An exploration of
women in basketball.
  womens final four history: The World Cup as World History William D. Bowman, 2019-10-31
The World Cup as World History uses football’s premier event to analyze modern sports and world
history. William D. Bowman traces the history of a tournament that has become a global
phenomenon that generates intense political, economic, and cultural interest and profound
discussions about racial, ethnic, and gender identity in the contemporary era. By focusing on the
World Cup, the book keeps a tight thematic focus that allows for an integrated discussion of the core
issues of globalization, money and finance, sport as spectacle, race and gender, and contemporary
politics.
  womens final four history: Jet , 2001-04-23 The weekly source of African American political
and entertainment news.
  womens final four history: Encyclopedia of Women in Today's World Mary Zeiss Stange, Carol
K. Oyster, Jane E. Sloan, 2011-02-23 This work includes 1000 entries covering the spectrum of
defining women in the contemporary world.
  womens final four history: Jet , 2001-04-23 The weekly source of African American political
and entertainment news.
  womens final four history: Basketball For Dummies Richard Phelps, 2011-03-16 Basketball is
the most popular participatory sport in the United States. As simple as the game often
seems—throwing a ball through a hoop—there are many aspects of the game that go unnoticed. But
with Basketball For Dummies, Second Edition, you’ll get the inside scoop on hoops. Whether you’re
a player, a fan, or a coach, Basketball For Dummies, Second Edition will get you better acquainted to
the game, so you can play it better, coach it smarter, or appreciate it more as a spectator. Former
Notre Dame head coach Digger Phelps begins with the fundamentals and quickly moves up court
from there. From playing a pick-up game to watching March Madness on TV to the excitement of the
NBA Playoffs, Phelps has come up with a game plan that shows you how to have fun with the game,
while you become familiar with it. By the final buzzer, you’ll have pulled down pointers on how to
play the game, how to look good on the court, how to coach it, how to watch it, ho w to strategize,
and even how to talk trash on the playground. Within these pages, you’ll also discover how to: Suit
up for the court Get into basketball shape Play effective offense and defense Use signature moves
from NBA greats Shoot quality free-throws Join fantasy leagues and get great stuff online From the
basics to the latest coaching drills and techniques, this friendly reference offers you expert advice on
the plays, strategies, and moves on and off the court—from high school to college hoops, to the
WNBA, and beyond.
  womens final four history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia David Blevins, 2012

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-182/womens-final-four-history.pdf


Provides a comprehensive listing, including biographical information and statistics, of each athlete
inducted into one of the major sports halls of fame.
  womens final four history: Minnesota Sports Almanac Joel A. Rippel, 2006 For athletes,
fanatics, and trivia buffs alike, Minnesota's first and only comprehensive sports almanac features
125 glorious years of winning, losing, and playing the game.
  womens final four history: Women in Sport Leadership Laura J. Burton, Sarah Leberman,
2017-06-26 Although women and girls participate in sport in greater numbers than ever before,
research shows there has been no significant increase in women leading sport organizations. This
book takes an international, evidence-based perspective in examining women in sport leadership and
offers future directions for improving gender equity. With contributions from leading international
sport scholars and practitioners, it explores the opportunities and challenges women face while
exercising leadership in sport organizations and evaluates leadership development practices. While
positional leadership is crucial, this book argues that some women may choose to exercise
leadership in non-positional ways, challenging readers to consider their personal values and
passions. The chapters not only discuss key topics such as gender bias, intersectionality, quotas,
networking, mentoring and sponsoring, but also present a variety of strategies to develop and
support the next generation of women leaders in sport. A new model of how to achieve gender equity
in sport leadership is also introduced. Women in Sport Leadership: Research and Practice for
Change is important reading for all students, scholars, leaders, administrators, and coaches with an
interest in sport business, policy and management, as well as women’s sport and gender studies.
  womens final four history: A Coaching Life Gary Blair, Rusty Burson, 2017-01-27 “It’s still
difficult to describe the scene after the final buzzer sounded, because the moment was just so
damned surreal,” writes head coach Gary Blair following the conclusion of the title game of the 2011
NCAA Division I women’s basketball tournament. “So many things happened that I will never forget .
. . kissing my wife on the floor of Conseco Fieldhouse . . . looking toward the stands, where my
grandson was . . . flashbulbs popping as the Aggie Band played triumphantly . . . our players and
coaches wildly celebrating the biggest win in women’s basketball history at Texas A&M . . . tears
streaming down the faces of former players . . . I remember thinking that I wished I could somehow
stop time.” This memory and countless others form the greatest treasure of Coach Blair’s life, as he
makes clear in this engaging, inspiring memoir, written with veteran sports journalist and author
Rusty Burson. Indeed, as Blair says, “What I cherish the most are the memories of these players and
coaches.” Beyond the trophies, beyond the impressive won-lost record compiled over more than four
decades of coaching, beyond even the ungrudging professional respect he has achieved among his
peers in a fiercely competitive occupation, Gary Blair values the images, moments, and memories
collected during a life spent doing what he loves most: coaching and mentoring young women on the
basketball court. In A Coaching Life, Coach Blair offers readers a “freeze-frame” view of a storied
career. He serves up more than a few of his favorite memories with wit, grace, and humility. In the
process, he invites readers to reflect on life’s wins and losses and, most importantly, what both have
to teach us.
  womens final four history: It's a Numbers Game! Basketball James Buckley, Jr., 2020 Math
information for kids while learning about basketball--
  womens final four history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave Blevins,
2011-12-23 In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the sport.
The first inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and Babe
Ruth. Less than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members. The
Soccer Hall of Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959, and
the Football Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees-players, teams, and behind the
scenes personnel-have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame
Encyclopedia is a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major
sports halls of fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information,
sport and position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400



honorees. The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.
  womens final four history: The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2020 Sarah Janssen,
2019-12-10 Get thousands of facts at your fingertips with this essential resource. The World
Almanac® and Book of Facts is America’s best-selling reference book of all time, with more than 82
million copies sold. For more than 150 years, this compendium of information has been the
authoritative source for all your entertainment, reference, and learning needs. The 2020 edition of
The World Almanac reviews the biggest events of 2019 and will be your go-to source for questions
on any topic in the upcoming year. Praised as a “treasure trove of political, economic, scientific and
educational statistics and information” by The Wall Street Journal, The World Almanac and Book of
Facts will answer all of your trivia needs effortlessly—from history and sports to geography, pop
culture, and much more. Features include: Decade in Review: As the ‘teens’ decade closes, take a
look at the highlights, low points, and everything-in-between of the past 10 years. From the
introduction of Obamacare and iPads in 2010 to “Old Town Road” and the immigration policy debate
in 2019, The World Almanac provides a recap of events and puts into perspective just how much
has—and hasn’t—changed in the last 10 years. 2020 Election Preview: The World Almanac provides
a comprehensive look at the entire 2020 election process, including a calendar of state primaries
and caucuses. Also includes 2019 election results for governors’ seats and special congressional
elections. World Almanac Editors’ Picks: Never Say Die: With Tiger Woods achieving the seemingly
impossible in 2019 with his 15th major title—his first Masters win in 14 years—the editors list their
favorite major comeback moments from athletes across the sports universe. The World at a Glance:
This annual feature of The World Almanac provides a quick look at the surprising stats and curious
facts that define the changing world. Statistical Spotlight: A popular annual graphic feature
highlights statistics relevant to the biggest news of the year. These data visualizations provide
important context and new perspectives to give readers a fresh angle on key issues. The Year in
Review: The World Almanac takes a look back at 2019 while providing all the information you'll need
in 2020. 2019—Top 10 News Topics: The editors of The World Almanac list the top stories that held
the world's attention in 2019. 2019—Year in Sports: Hundreds of pages of trivia and statistics that
are essential for any sports fan, featuring coverage of the women’s World Cup soccer tournament; a
preview of the upcoming 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan; the World Series, improved MLB
player stats, and much more. 2019—Year in Pictures: Striking full-color images from around the
world in 2019, covering news, entertainment, science, and sports. 2019—Offbeat News Stories: The
World Almanac editors select some of the most unusual news stories of the year. World Almanac
Editors' Picks: Time Capsule: The World Almanac lists the items that most came to symbolize the
year 2019, from news and sports to pop culture. New Sections: Reorganized chapters on “Food and
Agriculture,” “Educational Statistics,” and “Colleges and Universities” make it easier to find
information about subjects like nutrition, student loans, a directory of colleges, and much more.
Other New Highlights: New statistics on income tax reform, top-grossing movies, biggest YouTube
channels, religious populations in the U.S. and worldwide, and much more.
  womens final four history: The Michigan Alumnus , 2002 In v.1-8 the final number consists of
the Commencement annual.
  womens final four history: O God of Players Julie Byrne, 2003-10-15 Between 1972 and 1974,
the Mighty Macs of Immaculata College—a small Catholic women's school outside
Philadelphia—made history by winning the first three women's national college basketball
championships ever played. A true Cinderella team, this unlikely fifteenth-seeded squad triumphed
against enormous odds and four powerhouse state teams to secure the championship title and
capture the imaginations of fans and sportswriters across the country. But while they were making a
significant contribution to legitimizing women's sports in America, the Mighty Macs were also
challenging the traditional roles and obligations that circumscribed their Catholic schoolgirl lives. In
this vivid account of Immaculata basketball, Julie Byrne goes beyond the fame to explore these



young women's unusual lives, their rare opportunities and pleasures, their religious culture, and the
broader ideas of womanhood they inspired and helped redefine.
  womens final four history: Iowa State Women's Basketball , 2008
  womens final four history: 100 Things Washington Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Adam Jude, Damon Huard, 2017-09-01 Most University of Washington fans have taken in a game or
two at Husky Stadium or Hec Edmundson Pavilion. But only real fans know the full lineage of the
school's Quarterback U reputation and can name the football and baskeball stars who went on to be
Hall of Fame players. 100 Things Washington Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die is the
ultimate resource for true fans of the Washington Huskies. Whether you were there for every game
of the 1991 championship season or are a more recent supporter of the team, these are the 100
things every fan needs to know and do in their lifetime. Huskies beat writer Adam Jude has collected
every essential piece of UW knowledge and trivia, as well as must-do activities, and ranks them all
from 1 to 100, providing an entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist as you progress on your way to
fan superstardom.
  womens final four history: Unrivaled Jeff Goldberg, 2015-03 For twelve years the women's
basketball rivalry between UConn and Tennessee was the most iconic matchup in women's sports.
Even now, twenty years since the annual series started, the competition between these two storied
programs still provokes heated argument and bitter resentment. Led by Hall of Fame coaches Geno
Auriemma and Pat Summitt, UConn and Tennessee combined for nine national championships, with
the UConn Huskies winning five--including four against the Tennessee Lady Vols. In all, UConn won
thirteen of twenty-two matchups during the rivalry, and along the way the two coaches--with
distinctive and brash personalities and a shared determination to rule their sport--clashed privately
and publicly, generating enough heat to make women's basketball relevant in the national sports
landscape as never before. On the court, the two teams produced a series of memorable games, from
overtime thrillers to timeless classics that defined the sport. Off the court, the coaches' encounters
were often marked by their seemingly genuine dislike for each other, until the conflict reached a
breaking point in 2007 and Summitt stunned the basketball world by canceling the series for
reasons neither side has ever revealed. Now, eight years after the last game, Unrivaled uncovers the
on-court and behind-the-scenes story of this intensely personal rivalry between coaches, players, and
the two most passionate fan bases women's sports has ever known.
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