
why are jews so successful
Why Are Jews So Successful? Exploring the Roots of Achievement and Resilience

why are jews so successful is a question that has intrigued historians, sociologists, and
curious minds alike for decades. From excelling in business and science to making
significant contributions in arts and culture, Jewish communities around the world have
consistently demonstrated remarkable achievements. But what exactly fuels this success?
Is it cultural values, historical circumstances, or something more intricate? Let's dive into
the multifaceted reasons behind this phenomenon and explore the factors that contribute
to Jewish success in various fields.

The Cultural Foundation of Success

At the heart of Jewish achievement lies a strong cultural emphasis on education and
learning. For centuries, Jewish communities have regarded knowledge as a sacred pursuit
and a pathway to empowerment. This cultural reverence for education is deeply embedded
in Jewish traditions, religious texts, and daily life.

Education as a Core Value

Jewish culture places an extraordinary emphasis on literacy and intellectual development.
From a young age, children are encouraged to study religious texts such as the Torah and
Talmud, which require analytical thinking and continuous interpretation. This practice
fosters critical thinking skills and a lifelong habit of learning.

Moreover, Jewish families often prioritize education as a means to upward mobility and
social influence. This focus on academic excellence translates into high rates of college
attendance and professional achievement in modern times. The persistent drive for
learning helps explain why Jews are disproportionately represented in fields such as law,
medicine, academia, and finance.

Community and Family Support

Another critical element is the strong sense of community and family cohesion within
Jewish culture. Success is often viewed not just as an individual accomplishment but as a
collective triumph. Families invest considerable time and resources in nurturing their
children’s talents and encouraging perseverance.

This support network extends beyond immediate family to encompass synagogues,
community centers, and educational institutions, creating an environment where
individuals feel motivated and supported. The social capital derived from these tight-knit
communities can provide guidance, mentoring, and opportunities that further bolster



success.

Historical Context and Adaptability

Understanding why Jews are so successful also requires looking at history. Jewish
communities have faced centuries of adversity, including persecution, displacement, and
discrimination. Paradoxically, these challenges have cultivated resilience and
adaptability—traits that have proven invaluable in navigating modern economic and social
landscapes.

Survival Through Adaptation

Throughout history, Jews were often barred from owning land or joining certain
professions, which pushed them towards trade, finance, and entrepreneurship. These
restrictions compelled Jewish people to develop skills in commerce, negotiation, and
innovation. For example, during the Middle Ages in Europe, many Jews became prominent
merchants and moneylenders, roles that required astute business acumen.

This historical necessity to adapt to restrictive environments honed an entrepreneurial
spirit and a capacity to thrive in diverse contexts. Today, this legacy manifests in a strong
presence in startups, investment banking, and creative industries.

Resilience Against Adversity

The experience of enduring hardships also instilled a psychological resilience. Jewish
culture encourages perseverance and finding meaning even in the face of suffering. This
mindset can foster determination and long-term thinking, essential qualities for success in
highly competitive fields.

Networking and Social Structures

Success is rarely achieved in isolation, and Jewish communities have long leveraged the
power of networking and social capital. The concept of “netzach,” meaning endurance or
victory, is often linked to building relationships and collective strength.

Strong Professional Networks

From business to academia, Jewish individuals often benefit from well-established
networks that facilitate mentorship, partnerships, and access to resources. These
networks are not just about personal gain but about uplifting the community as a whole.



For instance, organizations like B’nai B’rith and various philanthropic foundations create
platforms for collaboration and support. This interconnectedness helps individuals access
opportunities that might otherwise remain out of reach.

Philanthropy and Giving Back

Philanthropy is another hallmark of Jewish culture. The concept of “tzedakah,” or charity,
emphasizes social responsibility and the importance of giving back. Successful individuals
often reinvest in their communities, funding scholarships, cultural programs, and social
services.

This cycle of giving not only strengthens communal bonds but also helps sustain
educational and professional infrastructures that benefit future generations.

Values That Drive Success

While historical and social factors are crucial, the values embedded within Jewish culture
play a significant role in shaping attitudes toward success.

Work Ethic and Discipline

A strong work ethic is often cited as a key contributor. Jewish teachings encourage
diligence, responsibility, and ethical conduct. These principles motivate individuals to
pursue excellence and maintain integrity in their endeavors.

Curiosity and Innovation

Jewish intellectual tradition prizes questioning and debate. The Talmudic method of study,
which involves rigorous analysis and discussion, fosters a mindset that values innovation
and critical thinking. This environment nurtures creativity and a willingness to challenge
the status quo, leading to breakthroughs in science, technology, and the arts.

Dispelling Myths and Recognizing Diversity

It's important to approach the question of why are Jews so successful with nuance and
care. Success varies widely among individuals and communities, and not all Jewish people
share the same experiences or opportunities.

Additionally, attributing success to ethnicity alone can perpetuate stereotypes and ignore
broader social dynamics. Factors such as socioeconomic status, access to education, and
cultural environment play significant roles for any group.



Recognizing the diversity within Jewish communities worldwide—from Ashkenazi to
Sephardi and Mizrahi Jews—helps paint a more accurate picture of how cultural,
historical, and structural elements intertwine to influence outcomes.

Lessons from Jewish Success for Everyone

While rooted in particular traditions and histories, the elements contributing to Jewish
success offer valuable insights applicable to all.

Prioritize education: Cultivating a love of learning and critical thinking opens
doors across all fields.

Build strong communities: Networks and support systems amplify individual
potential.

Embrace resilience: Adapting to challenges with perseverance can turn obstacles
into opportunities.

Value ethical work: Integrity and discipline foster trust and long-term success.

Give back: Investing in others creates cycles of empowerment.

These principles resonate beyond any single culture and highlight universal pathways to
achievement.

Exploring why are Jews so successful reveals a rich tapestry of cultural values, historical
experiences, and social structures that together create fertile ground for achievement.
Understanding this complexity not only honors the Jewish experience but also provides
inspiration for how dedication, community, and resilience can lead to success in any
endeavor.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why are Jews often perceived as successful in various
fields?
Jews are often perceived as successful due to a combination of cultural emphasis on
education, strong community support, historical resilience, and values that prioritize
learning and perseverance.

Does Jewish culture emphasize education more than



other cultures?
Yes, Jewish culture traditionally places a strong emphasis on education and lifelong
learning, which has contributed to success in many professional and academic fields.

Are there historical reasons behind Jewish success?
Historically, Jews have faced adversity and discrimination, which fostered adaptability,
resilience, and a focus on skills that could be passed down through generations, aiding
their success.

How does community support contribute to Jewish
success?
Strong community networks provide support, mentorship, and resources, helping
individuals achieve success and maintain cultural values.

Is there a stereotype about Jewish success, and is it
accurate?
There is a stereotype about Jewish success, which sometimes oversimplifies complex social
and historical factors. While many Jews have achieved notable success, it is important to
recognize individual diversity and avoid generalizations.

Do religious beliefs influence Jewish success?
Jewish religious teachings often emphasize ethical behavior, education, and community
responsibility, which can positively influence motivation and achievement.

Are Jews more successful in certain professions?
Jews have historically been prominent in fields such as law, medicine, science, business,
and the arts, partly due to cultural priorities and access to education.

How does the Jewish value of 'Tikkun Olam' relate to
success?
'Tikkun Olam,' meaning 'repairing the world,' encourages social responsibility and
activism, inspiring many Jews to excel and contribute positively to society.

Is Jewish success related to immigration patterns?
Many Jewish immigrants arrived with strong educational backgrounds and a drive to
succeed despite adversity, which has influenced their success in new countries.



Can the Jewish emphasis on family impact success?
Strong family bonds and support systems in Jewish culture provide a foundation that
encourages education, ambition, and resilience, contributing to success.

Additional Resources
Why Are Jews So Successful? An Analytical Exploration

why are jews so successful is a question that has intrigued scholars, sociologists,
economists, and the general public for decades. This inquiry is often met with a mixture of
curiosity, admiration, and sometimes controversy. Jewish communities worldwide have
historically demonstrated notable achievements in various fields including business,
science, arts, and academia. Understanding the reasons behind this phenomenon requires
a nuanced and multi-dimensional analysis that goes beyond stereotypes and simplistic
explanations. This article delves into the cultural, historical, social, and economic factors
contributing to the remarkable success often associated with Jewish populations.

Historical Context and Education as Foundations

One of the primary reasons often cited in discussions about why are jews so successful is
the community’s longstanding emphasis on education. Historically, Jewish culture has
placed a high value on literacy and learning, stemming from religious practices that
require the study of sacred texts such as the Torah and Talmud. This tradition cultivated a
culture where intellectual development was not only encouraged but expected.

Education has remained central to Jewish identity, with families prioritizing academic
achievement across generations. In many Jewish households, children are introduced early
to rigorous study habits and critical thinking skills. This strong educational foundation
often translates to greater representation in professions that require advanced degrees
such as law, medicine, science, and finance.

Cultural Values and Social Structures

The question of why are jews so successful cannot be fully addressed without considering
the cultural values and social structures that underpin Jewish communities. Key values
include:

Community Cohesion: Jewish communities historically have been tightly knit,
fostering mutual support systems that aid individuals in their professional and
personal development.

Work Ethic and Perseverance: Jewish culture often emphasizes resilience and
diligence, traits developed in response to centuries of adversity and persecution.



Entrepreneurial Spirit: Due to historical restrictions on land ownership and certain
professions, many Jews turned to commerce and trade, promoting a culture of
entrepreneurship that persists today.

Adaptability: The diaspora experience required Jews to adapt to diverse
environments while maintaining their cultural identity, enhancing their ability to
thrive in different economic contexts.

These cultural values create an environment conducive to success in competitive and
knowledge-based fields.

The Impact of Historical Challenges on Success

It may seem paradoxical that a group historically subjected to discrimination, exclusion,
and violence has achieved significant success. Yet, this adversity is often cited as a
catalyst for the development of skills and strategies that promote achievement.

Jewish communities faced restrictions in land ownership and guild membership
throughout medieval Europe, pushing many into finance, trade, and intellectual vocations.
This specialization fostered expertise in areas requiring analytical skills and financial
acumen. The necessity to navigate complex social and economic landscapes arguably
sharpened problem-solving abilities and innovation.

Furthermore, the shared experience of persecution and exile reinforced communal bonds
and a collective focus on survival through education and economic self-reliance. This
resilience and strategic adaptability continue to influence contemporary Jewish success
stories.

Comparative Data on Jewish Educational and Economic
Achievements

Empirical data supports the observation that Jewish populations are disproportionately
represented in academic and professional achievements. For example:

In the United States, Jews comprise about 2% of the population but represent
approximately 30% of Nobel Prize laureates and a significant proportion of
professionals in law, medicine, and academia.

Studies show that Jewish students often outperform their peers on standardized tests
and have higher college graduation rates.

In business, Jewish entrepreneurs have played pivotal roles in founding major
corporations and financial institutions worldwide.



Such data points illustrate that the success attributed to Jewish individuals is not
anecdotal but supported by measurable indicators.

Religious and Ethical Influences

The ethical framework and religious teachings within Judaism also contribute to the
community’s success. Jewish law and philosophy emphasize ethical conduct, responsibility,
and the pursuit of justice—principles that translate well into professional environments.
The concept of “Tikkun Olam,” or repairing the world, encourages proactive engagement
in societal betterment, motivating many Jews to pursue careers that have broader social
impacts.

Moreover, religious observance often instills discipline and structure, important traits for
long-term success. The intellectual rigor involved in religious study fosters analytical
thinking and a questioning mindset, which are advantageous in many fields.

Challenges and Criticisms in the Narrative of Success

While analyzing why are jews so successful, it is crucial to address the challenges and
criticisms associated with this narrative. The emphasis on Jewish success can
inadvertently fuel stereotypes or be exploited by antisemitic narratives. It is important to
recognize that Jewish communities are diverse, with varying degrees of success influenced
by geography, socioeconomic status, and individual circumstances.

Additionally, some critics argue that focusing too heavily on cultural explanations risks
ignoring structural advantages or systemic factors that may also play a role. For example,
the high value placed on education is significant, but access to quality education and
social capital also impact outcomes.

A balanced perspective acknowledges that Jewish success results from a complex interplay
of culture, history, social networks, and individual effort, rather than any singular cause.

Modern Implications and Continuing Trends

In the contemporary world, the factors that have historically contributed to Jewish success
continue to evolve. Globalization, technological advancement, and changing social
dynamics present both opportunities and challenges.

Jewish communities maintain strong educational institutions and networks that support
innovation and entrepreneurship. Additionally, there is a growing presence in diverse
fields such as technology startups, legal advocacy, and the arts. The adaptability ingrained
in Jewish culture ensures ongoing relevance in rapidly changing environments.

However, modern antisemitism and geopolitical tensions can impact Jewish communities



worldwide, reminding us that success often coexists with vulnerability.

The exploration of why are jews so successful reveals a rich tapestry of cultural heritage,
historical experience, and communal values. It is a story of resilience, intellectual pursuit,
and social cohesion that continues to inspire and inform discussions about achievement
and identity in the global context.

Why Are Jews So Successful

  why are jews so successful: Jews, Judaism, and Success Robert Eisen, 2023-06-23 In Jews,
Judaism, and Success, Robert Eisen attempts to solve a long-standing mystery that has fascinated
many: How did Jews become such a remarkably successful minority in the modern Western world?
Eisen argues that Jews achieved such success because they were unusually well-prepared for it by
their religion – in particular, Rabbinic Judaism, or the Judaism of the rabbis. Rooted in the Talmud,
this form of Judaism instilled in Jews key values that paved the way for success in modern Western
society: autonomy, freedom of thought, worldliness, and education. The book carefully analyses the
evolution of these four values over the past two thousand years in order to demonstrate that they
had a longer and richer history in Jewish culture than in Western culture. The book thus disputes the
common assumption that Rabbinic Judaism was always an obstacle to Jews becoming modernized. It
demonstrates that while modern Jews rejected aspects of Rabbinic Judaism, they also retained some
of its values, and these values in particular led to Jewish success. Written for a broad range of
readers, Jews, Judaism, and Success provides unique insights on the meaning of success and how it
is achieved in the modern world.
  why are jews so successful: Why the Jews? Robert Cherry, 2021-04-15 At the beginning of the
twentieth century, Jewish immigrants upended Protestant control of vaudeville and the silent film
industry. This book rejects the commonly held explanations for this shift: Jewish commercial acumen
and their desire to assimilate. Instead, this book argues that the “pleasure principle”—a positive
view of bodily pleasures and sexuality that Jewish immigrants held ––gave rise to the role of Jewish
influence on popular culture, an influence still felt today. After discussing the pivotal ascendancy of
Jews in vaudeville and silent films, Cherry explores the important role that Jewish performers and
middlemen played in the evolution of popular culture throughout the century, from stage and the big
screen to radio, television, and the music industry. He concludes with a broader discussion of Jewish
values that helps explain the continued outsized role that Jews continue to play in American popular
culture.
  why are jews so successful: Judaism Rabbi Jeffrey Wildstein, 2015-06-02 Idiot's Guides:
Judaism is written by an accomplished Rabbi and teacher for both a non-Jewish person, as well as
any Jewish person who wishes to learn more. The book offers a thorough examination and covers the
five books of Moses, Jewish law, history, and important Jewish scholars. Jewish life, Holy Days, and a
comparison to Christianity are also included, along with twenty frequently asked questions.
  why are jews so successful: The Jewish Phenomenon Steven Silbiger, 2009-11-16 With
startling statistics, a wealth of anecdotes, and the fascinating details behind some of America's
biggest business success stories, Silbiger convincingly shows how these seven keys have helped the
Jews historically and how they continue to ensure Jewish success today. More important, the author
makes clear that these principles are equally at the disposal of Jews and non-Jews alike. The amazing
success of the Jews simply proves that they work.
  why are jews so successful: The Death of an American Jewish Community: A Tragedy of Good
Intentions Hillel Levine, 2019-08-17 Written by a sociologist and a journalist, The Death of an
American Jewish Community: A Tragedy of Good Intentions recounts the death of a Boston
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community once home to 90,000 Jews residing among African-Americans and white ethnics. The
frightening personal testimonies and blatant evidence of manipulated housing prices illustrate how
inadequate government regulation of banks can contribute to ethnic conflict and lives destroyed.
“There were no winners,” the authors warn. Hillel Levine and Lawrence Harmon believe that their
findings may be true for American cities in general. Had we learned from what went wrong in
Boston — blockbusting by a group of banks, federal programs promoting mortgages to people
unable to afford them, real estate brokers seeking quick profits —, perhaps the 2008 nationwide real
estate meltdown could have been anticipated. The lessons from this book are essential for students
of ethnic relations and urban affairs. “This candid, disturbing, and highly readable book recounts
how Boston’s working-class Jewish neighborhoods were transformed into economically devastated
black ghettoes.” — The New Yorker “Bankers and real-estate brokers still shape the dynamics of
daily life in our fragile urban neighborhoods. Levine and Harmon movingly capture the human side
of this often destructive process in their story of redlining and blockbusting in Boston during the
1960s. But their book is more than history. It is a lesson about how to understand and improve our
cities and neighborhoods, today and in the future.” — Raymond L. Flynn, Mayor of Boston,
President, U.S. Conference of Mayors “Levine and Harmon are sympathetic to the goals of racial
integration but are indignant over the brutality and unfairness that accompanied these
orchestrations. Bankers and politicians are indicted here by elaborate court evidence and by
supplementary research cited by the authors, who use their insiders’ passion (Harmon was born and
raised in Dorchester) and professional expertise to forever preserve the corned-beef flavor of old
Blue Hill Avenue. As much an elegiac memory book of old Jewish Boston as a searing indictment
against her killers.” — Kirkus Reviews “Combines the rigor of good scholarship with the obsessive
curiosity of good journalism” — J. Anthony Lukas, Author of Common Ground “What keeps a
community alive? What are the social and historical forces that shape or stifle its aspirations? When
does a community soar and when does it yield to resignation? These and other questions take on an
urgency of their own in Hillel Levine and Lawrence Harmon’s perceptive, brilliant, and disturbing
inquiry.” — Elie Wiesel, University Professor and Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities,
Boston University “Levine and Harmon have written a prophetic indictment of the real estate
speculation and elite indifference that, along with black crimes, destroyed Boston’s most vibrant
Jewish neighborhoods. Have the courage to take their terrible journey; you will not return
unchanged!” — Jim Sleeper, Author of The Closest of Strangers: Liberalism and the Politics of Race
in New York “This engagingly written and brilliantly illuminating portrait of the destruction of a
vibrant Jewish community radically revises our understanding of the process of neighborhood
change. The authors also break new ground in portraying the critical role of social class in American
life and the powerful, if unconscious, class bias of Jewish communal leaders.” — Charles E.
Silberman, Author of A Certain People: American Jews and Their Lives Today
  why are jews so successful: Churchill's Enemies, 1927� 1940 John Harte, 2025-07-10 A
revealing account of how Churchill�s early battles with fascism and extremism shaped modern
geopolitics. �Remarkably ambitious in scope, Harte manages to knit together a social and cultural
history of these years, including how Churchill both influenced the world and was defined by the
issues of the day. Harte wants to show when and where the �scrawny little twenty-year-old second
lieutenant became a global leader.� The question is not a new one, but it never fails to fascinate.� -
**International Churchill Society** Churchill�s Enemies describes Winston Churchill�s main
challenges when he was out of office from 1929-1939. They were the rise to dictatorship of Benito
Mussolini in Italy and the adaptation of his fascist system by the Nazi Party in Germany. It also
explains the relevance of Hitler�s collaboration with the Mufti of Jerusalem in the Middle East, who
spread Nazi ideology in Jerusalem, Gaza, and Lebanon - and how, step by step, the two European
dictators destroyed democracy. This account of the first half of Winston Churchill�s life should help
readers to understand how today�s world crisis began. The Cairo Conference was the West�s first
attempt to bring the Arab world into the twentieth century by solving the Middle East crisis in 1921.
It also shows how Churchill changed from an ambitious young politician to an elder statesman, as a



consequence of his experiences in the changing world with all its complexities, paradoxes and
ambiguities - and how his decisions still impact world politics today. The major menaces with which
he was confronted throughout his political career were the chaos caused by Islamist terrorists in the
Middle East from 1918 and the spread of communism and fascism when he was Minister for War
and then Colonial Secretary. The author described the first two threats in his previous book,
Churchill�s Challenges.
  why are jews so successful: Mormons and Popular Culture J. Michael Hunter, 2012-12-05
Many people are unaware of how influential Mormons have been on American popular culture. This
book parts the curtain and looks behind the scenes at the little-known but important influence
Mormons have had on popular culture in the United States and beyond. Mormons and Popular
Culture: The Global Influence of an American Phenomenon provides an unprecedented,
comprehensive treatment of Mormons and popular culture. Authored by a Mormon studies librarian
and author of numerous writings regarding Mormon folklore, culture, and history, this book provides
students, scholars, and interested readers with an introduction and wide-ranging overview of the
topic that can serve as a key reference book on the topic. The work contains fascinating coverage on
the most influential Mormon actors, musicians, fashion designers, writers, artists, media
personalities, and athletes. Some topics—such as the Mormon influence at Disney, and how Mormon
inventors have assisted in transforming American popular culture through the inventions of
television, stereophonic sound, video games, and computer-generated animation—represent largely
unknown information. The broad overview of Mormons and American popular culture offered can be
used as a launching pad for further investigation; researchers will find the references within the
book's well-documented chapters helpful.
  why are jews so successful: The Central Liberal Truth Lawrence E. Harrison, 2006-05-01
Which cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes best promote democracy, social justice, and prosperity?
How can we use the forces that shape cultural change, such as religion, education, and political
leadership, to promote these values in the Third World--and for underachieving minorities in the
First World? In this book, Lawrence E. Harrison offers intriguing answers to these questions, in a
valuable follow-up to his acclaimed Culture Matters. Drawing on a three-year research project that
explored the cultural values of dozens of nations--from Botswana, Sweden, and India to China,
Egypt, and Chile--Harrison offers a provocative look at values around the globe, revealing how each
nation's culture has propelled or retarded their political and economic progress. The book presents
25 factors that operate very differently in cultures prone to progress and those that resist it,
including one's influence over destiny, the importance attached to education, the extent to which
people identify with and trust others, and the role of women in society. Harrison pulls no punches,
and many of his findings are controversial. Contradicting the arguments of multiculturalists, this
book contends that when it comes to promoting human progress, some cultures are clearly more
effective than others. It convincingly shows which values, beliefs, and attitudes work and how we
can foster them. Harrison takes up the question that is at the center of politics today: Can we
self-consciously change cultures so they encourage development and modernization? --David Brooks,
New York Times I can think of no better entrance to the topic, both for what it teaches and the way
it invites and prepares the reader to continue. A gateway study. --David S. Landes, author of The
Wealth and Poverty of Nations
  why are jews so successful: The Haunted Smile Lawrence J. Epstein, 2008-08-05 Lawrence
Epstein's The Haunted Smile tackles a subject both poignant and delightful: the story of Jewish
comedians in America. For the past century and more, American comedy has drawn its strength and
soul from the comic genius of Jewish performers and writers. An incomplete listing of names makes
the point: The Marx Brothers, Jack Benny, Fanny Brice, George Burns, Milton Berle, Jackie Mason,
Joan Rivers, Rodney Dangerfield, Mel Brooks, Alan King, Mort Sahl, Buddy Hackett, Woody Allen,
Lenny Bruce, Andy Kaufman, Richard Belzer, Jerry Seinfeld. These men and women, among others,
form the canon of Jewish-American comedy. In the words of the Detroit Jewish News, The Haunted
Smile offers us a deep and subtle understanding of how Jewish culture and American openness gave



birth to a new style of entertainment. Often the best way to illuminate a point is to recount some of
these comedians' own brilliant routines, and Epstein uses the comedian's work to great effect,
making for a book that is both a thoughtful work of history and a great deal of fun.
  why are jews so successful: Voices of Diversity Mary C. Sengstock, 2009-03-05 The 21st
century sees an increasing number of cultural minorities in the United States. Particularly, the rise
in multi-cultural or mixed heritage families is on the rise. As with many trends, just as the amount of
diversity increases, so does the level of resistance in groups that oppose this diversity. While this
problem exists through life for persons from multicultural backgrounds, the tension is particularly
acute for children, whose identities and socialization experiences are still in formation. With parents
from different cultural backgrounds, as well as school and community experiences giving that might
question their diverse heritage, children are likely to experience distressing confusion. How can they
come to terms with this conflict, and how can family and community help them to resolve it?
Combining case studies and interviews, this work particularly focuses on multi-cultural families as a
yet untapped source of information about inter-culture contact. Voices of Diversity: Multiculturalism
in America will be both a resource for researchers and practitioners, as well as a practical guide to
families dealing with these issues every day.
  why are jews so successful: New Jews Caryn S. Aviv, David Shneer, 2005-12 For many
contemporary Jews, Israel no longer serves as the Promised Land, the center of the Jewish universe
and the place of final destination. In New Jews, Caryn Aviv and David Shneer provocatively argue
that there is a new generation of Jews who don't consider themselves to be eternally wandering,
forever outsiders within their communities and seeking to one day find their homeland. Instead,
these New Jews are at home, whether it be in Buenos Aires, San Francisco or Berlin, and are rooted
within communities of their own choosing. Aviv and Shneer argue that Jews have come to the end of
their diaspora; wandering no more, today's Jews are settled. In this wide-ranging book, the authors
take us around the world, to Moscow, Jerusalem, New York and Los Angeles, among other places,
and find vibrant, dynamic Jewish communities where Jewish identity is increasingly flexible and
inclusive. New Jews offers a compelling portrait of Jewish life today.
  why are jews so successful: Popular History of the Jews Heinrich Graetz, 1919
  why are jews so successful: Mamaleh Knows Best Marjorie Ingall, 2016-08-30 We all know the
stereotype of the Jewish mother: Hectoring, guilt-inducing, clingy as a limpet. In Mamaleh Knows
Best, Tablet Magazine columnist Marjorie Ingall smashes this tired trope with a hammer. Blending
personal anecdotes, humor, historical texts, and scientific research, Ingall shares Jewish secrets for
raising self-sufficient, ethical, and accomplished children. She offers abundant examples showing
how Jewish mothers have nurtured their children’s independence, fostered discipline, urged a
healthy distrust of authority, consciously cultivated geekiness and kindness, stressed education, and
maintained a sense of humor. These time-tested strategies have proven successful in a wide variety
of settings and fields over the vast span of history. But you don't have to be Jewish to cultivate the
same qualities in your own children. Ingall will make you think, she will make you laugh, and she will
make you a better parent. You might not produce a Nobel Prize winner (or hey, you might), but you'll
definitely get a great human being.
  why are jews so successful: The Aristocracy of Talent Adrian Wooldridge, 2021-07-13 The
Times (UK) book of the year! Meritocracy: the idea that people should be advanced according to
their talents rather than their birth. While this initially seemed like a novel concept, by the end of
the twentieth century it had become the world's ruling ideology. How did this happen, and why is
meritocracy now under attack from both right and left? In The Aristocracy of Talent, esteemed
journalist and historian Adrian Wooldridge traces the history of meritocracy forged by the politicians
and officials who introduced the revolutionary principle of open competition, the psychologists who
devised methods for measuring natural mental abilities, and the educationalists who built ladders of
educational opportunity. He looks outside western cultures and shows what transformative effects it
has had everywhere it has been adopted, especially once women were brought into the meritocratic
system. Wooldridge also shows how meritocracy has now become corrupted and argues that the



recent stalling of social mobility is the result of failure to complete the meritocratic revolution.
Rather than abandoning meritocracy, he says, we should call for its renewal.
  why are jews so successful: Anthropologica , 2003
  why are jews so successful: The Economics Of Religion Robert M Sauer, 2023-04-25 Adam
Smith, one of the founding fathers of contemporary economics, observed that religiosity is
influenced by the extent of regulation in the 'market' for religion. In countries where there is a
state-sponsored religion, one can expect less overall religiosity than if the market were competitive
and religions had to compete to increase their membership. Religion, he claims, is like other goods
and services supplied in a market economy.Max Weber, one of the founding fathers of contemporary
sociology, similarly proposed that religiosity and economic principles are strongly interconnected
phenomena. Weber famously thought that Protestant religious beliefs about the importance of work,
savings and trustworthiness played an important role in sparking the Industrial Revolution and
accelerating economic growth in the Western World.This edited volume contains original
contributions by eminent scholars in the new and emerging field of the economics of religion. The
contributions expand upon the ground-breaking ideas of Adam Smith and Max Weber. The chapters
also illuminate new directions for research in this relatively young, intellectually exciting, and
rapidly growing multidisciplinary field of scientific inquiry.
  why are jews so successful: Neutralizing Memory Iwona Irwin-Zarecka, 1990-01-01 This
exploration of the texture of contemporary Polish-Jewish relations has its origins in the author's
haunting experience of growing up Polish and Jewish in Warsaw in the 1960s. It began with
questions about silence: the silence of Jewish parents and the silence of once-Jewish towns, the
silence in Auschwitz and the silence about anti-Semitism. But when the author went to Europe in
1983 to work on the project that resulted in this book, Poland was in the midst of preparation for a
grand commemoration of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. From all parts of the political spectrum came
calls to remember and to honor Polish Jews, to reexamine and to reassess the past. In effect, Poland
was inviting the Jew into its household of memories. What did such an invitation mean? And what
accounted for the timing? This vividly written account of the people, the politics, the goals, and the
obstacles behind words of remembrance in Poland is an example of cultural sociology at its best. The
author draws on a combination of textual readings, interviews, and historical analyses. The book's
main strength, is its continuous dialogue between analyst and insider, between knowledge and
experience. Into a field where cognitive and emotional imprints make all the difference, the author
brings unique appreciation of the power they hold; she has shared them. Into a field where
partisanship -so often passes for objectivity, she brings openly stated commitment. And into a field
where particularism of concerns so often deadlocks understanding, she brings much-needed
broadening of vision. Students of modern Jewish history will find this volume an informative analysis
of the past and present roles assigned to the Jew in Poland. Students of contemporary Poland will
find new perspectives on its struggles for a democratic society. And for those concerned with how
one reconciles one's self and one's history, Neutralizing Memory offers an empirically based
reflection on the construction and deconstruction of remembrance.
  why are jews so successful: Confronting Antisemitism from Perspectives of Philosophy
and Social Sciences Armin Lange, Kerstin Mayerhofer, Dina Porat, Lawrence H. Schiffman,
2021-11-08 The five volumes provide a compendium of the history of and discourse about
antisemitism - both as a unique cultural and religious category. Antisemitic stereotypes function as
religious symbols that express and transmit a belief system of Jew-hatred, which are stored in the
cultural and religious memories of the Western and Muslim worlds. This volume explores the
phenomenon from the perspectives of Philosophy and Social Sciences.
  why are jews so successful: The Christian Miscellany, and Family Visiter , 1852
  why are jews so successful: The Glory of Israel , 1913
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