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history

The Resurrection of Jesus: Apologetics, Polemics, and History Explored

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history is a fascinating and deeply complex subject that
has captivated theologians, historians, skeptics, and believers for centuries. This pivotal event in
Christian tradition is not only the cornerstone of Christian faith but also a topic that has sparked
numerous debates, defenses, and critiques throughout history. Understanding how apologetics and
polemics have shaped the discourse around the resurrection, alongside historical investigations,

reveals a rich tapestry of intellectual and spiritual engagement.

Understanding the Resurrection of Jesus

At its core, the resurrection of Jesus refers to the belief that Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead on
the third day following his crucifixion. This event is central to Christian doctrine because it signifies
victory over death and the promise of eternal life. But beyond its theological significance, the

resurrection is also a historical claim that invites scrutiny and debate.

The Historical Context of the Resurrection

The resurrection narrative is rooted in first-century Judea, a time of political turmoil and religious
expectation. Jewish hopes for a Messiah who would liberate the people from Roman oppression were
widespread. Jesus’ crucifixion as a condemned criminal was a brutal reality, but the claim that he rose

from the dead challenged the conventional understanding of life and death at the time.



Historical sources outside the New Testament, such as writings by the Jewish historian Josephus and
the Roman historian Tacitus, confirm Jesus’ existence and crucifixion, but they do not affirm the
resurrection. This gap has led scholars to rely heavily on Christian texts, archaeological findings, and
the transformation of early Christian communities to piece together the historical dimensions of the

resurrection.

The Role of Apologetics in Defending the Resurrection

Apologetics, in the context of Christianity, refers to reasoned arguments or writings in justification of
the faith. When it comes to the resurrection, apologetics seeks to provide evidence and rational

explanations to support the claim that Jesus rose from the dead.

Common Apologetic Arguments

Apologists often employ a variety of arguments to bolster the resurrection’s credibility:

Empty Tomb Argument: The claim that Jesus’ tomb was found empty is central. Apologists argue
that if the body had remained in the tomb, the resurrection claim would have been easily

disproven.

Witness Testimony: The resurrection appearances to numerous individuals, including skeptics

like Paul and James, are presented as compelling eyewitness accounts.

Transformation of the Disciples: The dramatic change in Jesus’ followers—from fearful deserters
to bold proclaimers willing to die for their beliefs—is cited as evidence of their genuine conviction

in the resurrection.

Early Creedal Statements: Scholars highlight early Christian creeds, such as 1 Corinthians 15,



which date back to within a few years of Jesus’ death, underscoring the resurrection’s early and

central role in Christian proclamation.

These arguments are crafted to address skepticism and invite historically-informed belief rather than

blind faith.

Modern Apologetics and Scientific Inquiry

In the contemporary era, resurrection apologetics has expanded to engage with scientific and
philosophical critiques. Apologists respond to naturalistic explanations—such as hallucinations or
conspiracy theories—by emphasizing the coherence and explanatory power of the resurrection

hypothesis over alternative explanations.

Philosophical discussions about miracles and the nature of historical evidence also play a role.
Apologists argue that dismissing the resurrection outright because it defies natural laws risks a closed-

minded approach to historical investigation.

Polemics: The Counterarguments and Critiques

Polemics involves strong verbal or written attacks on particular doctrines or beliefs. Throughout history,
the resurrection has been a prime target of polemical critique both from within and outside the

Christian tradition.

Ancient and Medieval Critiques

In the early centuries, critics such as Celsus and Porphyry challenged the resurrection on various



grounds, accusing Christians of fabricating stories or misinterpreting events. Jewish polemics often
argued that Jesus’ resurrection was a myth, while pagan critics questioned the plausibility of bodily

resurrection.

During the medieval period, debates intensified as Christian doctrine became more institutionalized.
Polemics often took the form of theological disputes between Christianity and other religions or

philosophies, with the resurrection serving as a focal point for contesting claims about life after death.

Enlightenment and Modern Skepticism

The Enlightenment brought a new wave of skepticism grounded in rationalism and empiricism. Critics
like David Hume argued that miracles, including the resurrection, were highly improbable and that

natural explanations should always be favored over supernatural ones.

In the 19th and 20th centuries, historical-critical methods of biblical scholarship questioned the
reliability of the gospel accounts, proposing theories such as the “swoon theory,” which suggested

Jesus did not actually die, or that resurrection stories were allegorical rather than literal.

These critiques have pushed Christian thinkers to refine their apologetic strategies and to engage

more deeply with historical methods and philosophical arguments.

The Intersection of History and Faith in the Resurrection

Debate

One of the most intriguing aspects of the resurrection discourse is how history and faith intersect and
sometimes appear in tension. The resurrection claim is not just a historical event to be confirmed or

denied; it is also a profound statement of faith with existential implications.



Historical Methodology and the Resurrection

Historians typically rely on documentary evidence, archaeological findings, and corroboration from
multiple sources. While the New Testament documents are crucial, their theological nature raises
questions about objectivity. This has led scholars to carefully differentiate between what can be

historically established and what belongs to theological interpretation.

Some historians adopt a minimalist approach, acknowledging Jesus’ crucifixion but remaining agnostic
about the resurrection. Others argue that the early Christian movement’s rapid growth and the
willingness of disciples to face persecution suggest that something extraordinary did happen, best

explained by the resurrection.

Faith Perspectives and the Meaning of the Resurrection

For believers, the resurrection is not merely a past event but a living reality that affirms God’s power
and promises hope beyond death. The apologetic and polemical discussions, while important,

ultimately point toward a deeper spiritual truth experienced through faith.

This dynamic interplay between historical inquiry and faith experience ensures that the resurrection of

Jesus remains a vital and ever-relevant topic in theology, philosophy, and cultural discourse.

Why the Resurrection of Jesus Continues to Matter

The ongoing debates surrounding the resurrection—whether through apologetics, polemics, or historical
research—highlight its enduring significance. It challenges individuals to explore questions about life,

death, purpose, and the possibility of the supernatural.

In contemporary culture, where skepticism and relativism often dominate, the resurrection serves as a



powerful symbol of hope and transformation. It invites both believers and skeptics to engage with one

of history’s most profound claims and to consider its implications for their worldview.

Exploring the resurrection of Jesus through the lenses of apologetics, polemics, and history is not just
an academic exercise; it is a journey into understanding faith, reason, and the human longing for

meaning beyond the grave.

Frequently Asked Questions

What historical evidence supports the resurrection of Jesus?

Historical evidence for the resurrection includes early Christian writings such as the New Testament
documents, particularly the Pauline epistles and the Gospels, which describe the empty tomb and
post-resurrection appearances. Additionally, the rapid growth of the early Christian movement and the
willingness of the apostles to face persecution are cited as indirect evidence supporting the

resurrection's historicity.

How do apologetics address common skeptical arguments against the
resurrection?

Apologists counter skeptical arguments by presenting early and multiple attestation of resurrection
accounts, the empty tomb, transformation of the disciples, and the origin of the Christian faith. They
argue that alternative explanations like hallucinations, theft of the body, or myth development fail to

sufficiently explain the historical data and the profound impact of the resurrection belief.

What role does the resurrection of Jesus play in Christian polemics?

In Christian polemics, the resurrection is central as it validates Jesus' divine identity and the truth of
Christian claims. It serves as a critical point of contention with other religions and secular viewpoints,
often used to argue against naturalistic explanations of Jesus' life and to affirm the supernatural

foundation of Christian faith.



How do historians differentiate between theological interpretations and
historical facts regarding the resurrection?

Historians distinguish theological interpretations from historical facts by critically analyzing sources,
considering their context, authorship, and intent. They seek corroboration from independent accounts
and assess consistency with known historical conditions. While theological claims involve faith-based
assertions, historians focus on what can be reasonably inferred about actual events based on

evidence.

What are some common polemical challenges to the resurrection from
a historical perspective?

Common polemical challenges include claims that the resurrection was a myth developed over time,
the empty tomb story was fabricated, or post-resurrection appearances were hallucinations or visions.
Critics also argue that discrepancies in resurrection narratives undermine their reliability. These

challenges aim to question the historicity and supernatural nature of the resurrection event.

How has the resurrection of Jesus influenced the development of early
Christian history?

The resurrection profoundly influenced early Christian history by providing a foundational event that
unified believers, motivated missionary activity, and shaped Christian doctrine. It distinguished
Christianity from other Jewish sects, fueled the spread of the faith throughout the Roman Empire, and

established a hope in life after death that remains central to Christian theology.

Additional Resources

**The Resurrection of Jesus: Apologetics, Polemics, and History**

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history stands as one of the most debated and pivotal



themes in Christian theology and religious scholarship. This complex subject intertwines faith claims
with historical inquiry, theological defense, and critical polemics, reflecting centuries of dialogue,
dispute, and interpretation. Exploring this multifaceted topic requires delving into the historical context
of Jesus’ resurrection, the apologetic frameworks crafted to defend it, and the polemical arguments
that challenge its authenticity. This article undertakes a comprehensive review of these dimensions,
providing a balanced investigation informed by historical evidence, theological discourse, and

contemporary scholarly debate.

Historical Context and Sources Surrounding the Resurrection

of Jesus

The resurrection of Jesus is primarily documented in early Christian texts, most notably the New
Testament Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—as well as Pauline epistles. These sources
provide the foundational narrative describing Jesus’ death, burial, and subsequent appearances to his
followers. Historically, scholars distinguish between theological claims and historical data, attempting to

ascertain what can be reasonably established about the event from an academic perspective.

Ancient non-Christian sources such as Tacitus, Josephus, and Pliny the Younger make indirect
references to Jesus and the early Christian movement, but none explicitly confirm the resurrection
itself. This scarcity of contemporary external evidence fuels ongoing debates about the historicity of the

resurrection event.

Critical Historical Perspectives

Academic historians often approach the resurrection through criteria like multiple attestation,
embarrassment, and coherence. For instance, the empty tomb narrative and post-mortem appearances
are attested in multiple independent sources within the New Testament, which some scholars argue

lends historical credibility. Conversely, skeptics highlight inconsistencies among gospel accounts and



the lack of corroborating evidence outside Christian texts as grounds for questioning the event’s

historicity.

The historical inquiry into the resurrection also involves examining the socio-political context of 1st-
century Judea, Roman crucifixion practices, and Jewish burial customs. Understanding these elements
assists in evaluating the plausibility of the resurrection claims and the motivations behind their

propagation.

The Role of Apologetics in Defending the Resurrection

Christian apologetics has long been engaged in defending the resurrection of Jesus against objections
and alternative explanations. Apologists employ philosophical arguments, historical evidence, and

theological reasoning to affirm the resurrection's validity as a cornerstone of Christian faith.

Key Apologetic Arguments

e Empty Tomb Argument: The assertion that Jesus’ tomb was found empty by his followers, which

apologists argue is difficult to dismiss given the early proclamation of resurrection.

* Post-Resurrection Appearances: Testimonies from multiple individuals and groups who claimed

to see the risen Jesus, often cited as transformative experiences validating the resurrection.

e Origin of the Christian Faith: The rapid growth of Christianity and the willingness of early
disciples to face persecution are presented as evidence that they genuinely believed in the

resurrection.

* Refutation of Alternative Theories: Apologists systematically counter theories such as the “stolen

body” hypothesis, hallucination explanations, or swoon theory, arguing they are inadequate or



implausible.

Apologists also engage philosophical reflections on the nature of miracles, arguing that a resurrection,
while extraordinary, is not impossible within a theistic worldview and that dismissing it outright may

reflect philosophical bias rather than objective reasoning.

Prominent Figures in Resurrection Apologetics

Throughout history, figures like William Lane Craig, N.T. Wright, and Gary Habermas have contributed
significantly to resurrection apologetics. Their works combine rigorous historical analysis with
philosophical inquiry, often engaging directly with skeptical scholarship. Habermas, notably, compiled
the “Minimal Facts” approach, emphasizing only those data points widely accepted by scholars—such

as the empty tomb and early resurrection belief—to build a cumulative case for the resurrection.

Polemics Surrounding the Resurrection: Challenges and

Critiques

Polemics regarding the resurrection often arise from non-Christian perspectives or skeptical scholars
who challenge the theological claims and historical reliability of resurrection accounts. These critiques
focus on inconsistencies, alternative explanations, and the socio-religious function of the resurrection

narrative.

Common Polemical Critiques



e Contradictions in Gospel Accounts: Critics highlight discrepancies in the resurrection narratives

across the four gospels, questioning their reliability as historical documents.

e Myth and Legend Development: Some scholars argue that resurrection stories evolved from

mythological motifs common in antiquity, suggesting a legendary rather than historical origin.

e Psychological Explanations: The hallucination theory posits that witnesses experienced

psychological phenomena rather than actual encounters with a risen Jesus.

e Political and Religious Motivations: Skeptics contend that the resurrection narrative served early
Christian communities’ needs to establish authority and cohesion rather than reflect objective

truth.

These polemical positions often provoke robust responses from apologists, resulting in a dynamic and

ongoing debate that spans theology, history, and philosophy.

The Impact of Polemics on Christian Thought

Polemical challenges have contributed to the refinement of Christian doctrine and apologetic methods.
By addressing critiques, Christian scholars have deepened their engagement with historical-critical
methodologies and expanded the intellectual rigor of theological discourse. Moreover, polemics have
encouraged interfaith dialogue and fostered a more nuanced understanding of the resurrection’s

significance across religious traditions.

Intersections of History, Apologetics, and Polemics

The resurrection of Jesus remains a unique case where historical investigation, theological defense,



and polemical critique intersect intensely. This intersection influences not only academic scholarship

but also popular religious belief and cultural perceptions of Christianity.

Balancing Faith and Historical Inquiry

One of the enduring tensions in studying the resurrection involves balancing faith commitments with
critical historical methods. While believers often accept the resurrection as a matter of faith, historians
seek evidence that meets rigorous standards of historical validation. Apologetics attempts to bridge this

gap by demonstrating that faith in the resurrection can be rational and historically credible.

Contemporary Scholarship and Trends

Recent scholarship has witnessed increasing interdisciplinarity, incorporating archaeology, textual
criticism, and comparative religious studies to assess resurrection claims. Digital humanities and

manuscript discoveries also contribute to ongoing reassessments.

At the same time, the resurrection continues to inspire philosophical debate about the possibility of
miracles and the nature of historical knowledge. The rise of secularism and pluralism further

complicate how resurrection claims are received and understood in the modern world.

Conclusion

Navigating the resurrection of Jesus apologetics polemics history reveals a rich tapestry of intellectual
endeavor that spans millennia. The interplay between historical evidence, theological affirmation, and
critical scrutiny ensures that this topic remains vibrant and contested. Whether approached from the
standpoint of faith, skepticism, or academic inquiry, the resurrection continues to provoke profound

questions about history, belief, and the nature of reality itself.



The Resurrection Of Jesus Apologetics Polemics History

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: The Resurrection of Jesus Dale C.
Allison, Jr., 2021-03-11 The earliest traditions around the narrative of Jesus' resurrection are
considered in this landmark work by Dale C. Allison, Jr, drawing together the fruits of his decades of
research into this issue at the very core of Christian identity. Allison returns to the ancient sources
and earliest traditions, charting them alongside the development of faith in the resurrection in the
early church and throughout Christian history. Beginning with historical-critical methodology that
examines the empty tomb narratives and early confessions, Allison moves on to consider the
resurrection in parallel with other traditions and stories, including Tibetan accounts of saintly
figures being assumed into the light, in the chapter “Rainbow Body”. In the final section, Allison
considers what might be said by way of results or conclusions on the topic of resurrection, offering
perspectives from both apologetic and sceptical viewpoints. In his final section of “modest results”
he considers scholarly approaches to the resurrection in light of human experience suggesting that a
detective-novel approach is perhaps not the best answer to a mystery that has had so great an
impact on humanity. In so-doing Allison adds a fresh element of nuance to a debate that has often
been characterised in overly simplistic terms of 'it happened' or 'it didn't'.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: Studies on the Origin of Divine
and Resurrection Christology Andrew Ter Ern Loke, 2023-08-29 The origin and development of
divine and resurrection Christologies are among the most important and controversial issues in the
study of Christianity. One reason why there is a lack of consensus among scholars—even though
they have access to the same historical material—is that different scholars analyze the material
differently. Building upon his previous monographs The Origin of Divine Christology (Cambridge
University Press, 2017) and Investigating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ (Routledge, 2020),
Andrew Loke demonstrates the fallacies of reasoning in the analyses of the works of numerous
scholars such as Bart Ehrman, Paula Fredriksen, David Litwa, Richard Carrier, Raphael Lataster,
Daniel Kirk, Matthew Larsen, and Dale Allison. Loke defends his proposal that a sizeable group of
earliest Christians perceived that Jesus claimed and showed himself to be truly divine and
resurrected, and replies to objections to his previous works. He contributes to the discussion on
ancient Jewish monotheism, exalted mediator figures, comparison with Greco-Roman literature,
Jesus-mythicism, Markan Christology, the historical reliability of the New Testament, as well as the
use of philosophical and theological categories and the use of psychological studies on parallel
apparitions, cognitive dissonance, mass hysteria, pareidolia, and memory for the study of early
Christology.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: The Fate of the Apostles Sean
McDowell, 2024-12-17 The Book of Martyrs by John Foxe written in the sixteenth century has long
been the go-to source for studying the lives and martyrdom of the apostles. While other scholars
have written individual treatments on the more prominent apostles such as Peter, Paul, John, and
James, there is little published information on the other apostles. In The Fate of the Apostles, Sean
McDowell offers a comprehensive, reasoned, historical analysis of the fate of the Twelve disciples of
Jesus along with the apostles Paul and James, the brother of Jesus. McDowell assesses the evidence
for each apostle’s martyrdom as well as determining its significance to the reliability of their
testimony. The question of the fate of the apostles also gets to the heart of the reliability of the
kerygma: Did the apostles really believe Jesus appeared to them after his death, or did they fabricate
the entire story? How reliable are the resurrection accounts? The willingness of the apostles to die
for their faith is a popular argument in resurrection studies. In this thoroughly updated new edition,
McDowell offers insightful scholarly analysis of this argument to break new ground within the
spheres of New Testament studies, Church History, and apologetics.



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-182/the-resurrection-of-jesus-apologetics-polemics-history.pdf

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: The Resurrection of Jesus Dale C.
Allison, Jr., 2021-03-11 The earliest traditions around the narrative of Jesus' resurrection are
considered in this landmark work by Dale C. Allison, Jr, drawing together the fruits of his decades of
research into this issue at the very core of Christian identity. Allison returns to the ancient sources
and earliest traditions, charting them alongside the development of faith in the resurrection in the
early church and throughout Christian history. Beginning with historical-critical methodology that
examines the empty tomb narratives and early confessions, Allison moves on to consider the
resurrection in parallel with other traditions and stories, including Tibetan accounts of saintly
figures being assumed into the light, in the chapter “Rainbow Body”. Finally, Allison considers what
might be said by way of results or conclusions on the topic of resurrection, offering perspectives
from both apologetic and sceptical viewpoints. In his final section of “modest results” he considers
scholarly approaches to the resurrection in light of human experience, adding fresh nuance to a
debate that has often been characterised in overly simplistic terms of “it happened” or “it didn't”.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: Jesus and the Gospels, Third
Edition Craig L. Blomberg, 2022-11-15 In Jesus and the Gospels, New Testament scholar Craig
Blomberg immerses the reader in the historical and cultural world of Gospel narratives for them to
better understand and appreciate their focal point: Jesus of Nazareth.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: On the Resurrection, Volume 2
Gary Habermas, 2024-09-15 In On the Resurrection, Volume 2: Refutations, Gary Habermas offers
detailed analyses and rebuttals of the alternate theories surrounding Jesus’s resurrection. This is the
second volume of four in his magnum opus, On the Resurrection.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: Did the Resurrection Really
Happen? Timothy Paul Jones, 2025-01-30 A Concise Look at the Evidence for Christ's Resurrection
The entire Christian faith depends on the belief that Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead. If there
was no empty tomb, Christians have an empty faith. But how can we be confident the resurrection
really happened? In this concise booklet, author Timothy Paul Jones addresses the doubts and
questions that arise from Jesus's resurrection as recorded in the New Testament. Jones argues this
story is not a mere repetition of old pagan tales or a fabrication to fulfill Jewish expectations.
Instead, it was a historical event, and that is supported by compelling evidence, including accounts
of men and women who were willing to die for what they believed they had seen. Skeptics are
correct to assume that such claims should not be taken lightly. But what happens if Jesus really did
rise from the dead? What would it mean for me and you? Written for Skeptics: A respectful appeal to
those who doubt Jesus's story that provides convincing evidence for his resurrection Short,
Accessible Format: A concise exploration of the resurrection of Jesus and why it matters for
believers today Part of the TGC Hard Questions Series: Equips readers with answers to difficult
questions facing today's church

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: The Next Quest for the Historical
Jesus James Crossley, Chris Keith, 2024-11-05 A diverse group of scholars charts new paths in the
quest for the historical Jesus. After a decade of stagnation in the study of the historical Jesus, James
Crossley and Chris Keith have assembled an international team of scholars to envision the quest
anew. The contributors offer new perspectives and fresh methods for reengaging the question of the
historical Jesus. Important, timely, and fascinating, The Next Quest for the Historical Jesus is a must
read for anyone seeking to understand Jesus of Nazareth. Contributors Michael P. Barber, Augustine
Institute Graduate School of Theology, United States of America Giovanni B. Bazzana, Harvard
Divinity School, United States of America Helen K. Bond, University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom
James Crossley, MF Norwegian School of Theology, Religion, and Society, Norway, and Centre for
the Critical Study of Apocalyptic and Millenarian Movements, United Kingdom Tucker S. Ferda,
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, United States of America Paula Fredriksen, Boston University,
United States of America, and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel Deane Galbraith,
University of Otago, Aotearoa New Zealand Mark Goodacre, Duke University, United States of
America Meghan R. Henning, University of Dayton, United States of America Nathan C. Johnson,




University of Indianapolis, United States of America Wayne Te Kaawa, University of Otago, Aotearoa
New Zealand Chris Keith, MF Norwegian School of Theology, Religion, and Society, Norway John S.
Kloppenborg, University of Toronto, Canada Amy-]Jill Levine, Hartford International University for
Religion and Peace, United States of America, and Vanderbilt University, United States of America
Brandon Massey, University of Miinster, Germany Justin J. Meggitt, University of Cambridge, United
Kingdom Halvor Moxnes, University of Oslo, Norway Robert J. Myles, Wollaston Theological College,
University of Divinity, Australia Wongi Park, Belmont University, United States of America Janelle
Peters, Loyola Marymount University, United States of America Taylor G. Petrey, Kalamazoo
College, United States of America Adele Reinhartz, University of Ottawa, Canada Rafael Rodriguez,
Johnson University, United States of America Sarah E. Rollens, Rhodes College, United States of
America Anders Runesson, University of Oslo, Norway Nathan Shedd, William Jessup University,
United States of America, and Johnson University, United States of America Mitzi J. Smith, Columbia
Theological Seminary, United States of America, and University of South Africa, South Africa Joan
Taylor, King’s College London, United Kingdom Matthew Thiessen, McMaster University, Canada
Robyn Faith Walsh, University of Miami, United States of America Matthew G. Whitlock, Seattle
University, United States of America Stephen Young, Appalachian State University, United States of
America Christopher B. Zeichmann, Toronto Metropolitan University, Canada

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: In the Garden there was a New
Tomb Paul Creevey, 2024-11-18 Paul Creevey considers the central question: Can one simply
assume that the story of the burial, empty tomb, and appearance narratives in John's Gospel are a
literary unity? There are many issues in coherence and cohesion that have led to a wide number of
interpretations given to many different aspects of the text that is John 19:37-20:29. It is also widely
recognized that John's retelling of these events are distinctive. Creevey analyses the text of John
19:37-20:29, showing that the Johannine Evangelist has created a two-part tripartite defense of two
central aspects of Christian faith: the case for the empty tomb and the case for the appearance
narratives. Using internal literary evidence as well as external evidence from the earliest extant
manuscripts he argues that this text has been created to show that the testimony and witness of
those first disciples is true and is the basis of any future Christian belief. This work addresses all the
issues in the apparent lack of cohesion and coherence in the text to show that each part of the text is
connected to an overall defense of belief in these two central aspects of faith. Finally, what is at the
heart of these two events is the need to accept that it is the relationship that one has to Jesus and
the Father that is central to acceptance of this narrative as an inspired narrative that offers hope for
all people.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: Ancient Religiosities in
Dialogue: Greek, Roman, Jewish, and Christian Teresa Morgan , 2025-08-25

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: The Metaphysics of Historical
Jesus Research Jonathan Rowlands, 2015-10-15 In this book Rowlands interrogates the theological
and philosophical foundations of the 'Quest' for the historical Jesus, from Reimarus to the present
day, culminating in a call for greater metaphysical transparency and diversity in the discipline. This
multidisciplinary approach to historical Jesus research, drawing on historiography, sociology,
philosophy, and theology, makes a significant and original contribution to the field. Part I outlines
the implicit role of metaphysical presuppositions in historical methodology by examining the concept
of an historiographical worldview. Part II provides an overview of the 'Quest' for the historical Jesus,
demonstrating that the disparate historiographical worldviews operative in the 'Quest' evidence a
particular shared characteristic, in that they might accurately be described as ‘secular.” Rowlands’
study concludes with a call for a greater plurality and openness regarding the philosophical and
theological presuppositions at work in historical Jesus research. The Metaphysics of Historical Jesus
Research is of interest to students and scholars working on New Testament studies and historical
Jesus research.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: Interpreting Jesus Dale C. Allison,
2025-04-10 Timely new essays from a renowned scholar of historical Jesus studies Dale Allison, Jr.



has long been recognized as a leading scholar in historical Jesus studies. In Interpreting Jesus, he
continues to advance the discussion with the expertise and insight for which he is renowned. Within
these highly original essays, Allison explores questions related to Jesus and women, Jesus and
miracles, Jesus and Moses, Jesus and the last things, and method in Jesus scholarship. His sound
analysis is particularly timely as scholars reconsider the historical figure of Jesus and the
relationships among the canonical gospels. Allison’s keen interest in developing fresh perspectives
make this book an important contribution to the field; readers can be grateful that, as he puts it,
“enduring curiosity has kept me pondering the historical Jesus.”

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: The Final Triumph of God James
P. Ware, 2025-02-06 A groundbreaking exposition of the resurrection hope in 1 Corinthians 15
Making a compelling case based on new evidence and fresh exposition, James Ware affirms the
church’s historic reading of 1 Corinthians 15. He shows that the apostolic formula in 1 Corinthians
15:1-11 proclaims, in continuity with the Gospels, the resurrection of Jesus’s crucified body from the
tomb, and that the hope of the resurrection described in 1 Corinthians 15:12-58 involves the
miraculous revivification of our present bodies of flesh and bones and their transformation to
imperishability. Ware’s monumental study is unmatched for its comprehensive examination of the
historical setting, literary structure, syntax, and vocabulary of 1 Corinthians 15. This in-depth
verse-by-verse commentary provides new insights into the text, original solutions to hitherto
seemingly irresolvable difficulties, and a convincing reading of the chapter unfolding its rich
theology of the resurrection as the consummation of union with Christ.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: On the Resurrection, Volume 3 Gary
Habermas, 2025-05-15 In the third volume of his magnum opus, Gary R. Habermas identifies,
collects, and summarizes hundreds of scholarly treatments related to the resurrection. On the
Resurrection, Volume 3: Scholarly Perspectives offers a thorough “lay of the land” for anyone
wanting to pursue an in-depth study of Jesus of Nazareth’s resurrection.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: Jesus James Crossley, Robert .
Myles, 2023-02-24 'Precise, clear, accessible, and important. I can think of no better introduction to
the historical Jesus for the general reader, no clearer statement on the legacy of the Jesus movement
in the sweep of subsequent history, or a more worthy challenge to contemporary scholarship on
Jesus and the rise of Christianity.' Neil Elliott, author of Liberating Paul: The Justice of God and the
Politics of the Apostle What made the Jesus movement tick? By situating the life of Jesus of Nazareth
in the turbulent troubles of first-century Palestine, Crossley and Myles give a thrilling
historical-materialist take on the historical Jesus. Delivering a wealth of knowledge on the social,
economic, and cultural conflicts of the time, Jesus: A Life in Class Conflict uncovers the emergence
of a fervent and deadly serious religious organizer whose social and religious movement offered not
only a radical end-time edict of divine reversal and judgment but also a promising new world order
ruled in the interests of the peasantry. The movement's popular appeal was due in part to a desire to
represent the values of ordinary rural workers, and its vision meant that the rich would have to give
up their wealth, while the poor would be afforded a life of heavenly luxury. Tensions flared up
considerably when the movement marched on Jerusalem and Jesus was willingly martyred for the
cause. Crossley and Myles offer a vivid portrait of the man and his movement and uncover the
material conditions that converged to make it happen.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: The Historical Jesus and the Temple
Michael Patrick Barber, 2023-04-13 Investigates Jesus's teaching about the temple through a fresh
methodology, drawing also from new developments in Matthew research.

the resurrection of jesus apologetics polemics history: Miracles and Wonder Elaine Pagels,
2025-04-01 From a renowned National Book Award-winning scholar, an extraordinary new account
of the life of Jesus that explores the mystery of how a poor young man inspired a religion that
reshaped the world. Early in her career, Elaine Pagels changed our understanding of the origins of
Christianity with her work in The Gnostic Gospels. Now, in the culmination of a decades-long career,
she explores the biggest subject of all, Jesus. In Miracles and Wonder she sets out to discover how a



poor young Jewish man inspired a religion that shaped the world. The book reads like a historical
mystery, with each chapter addressing a fascinating question and answering it based on the gospels
Jesus's followers left behind. Why is Jesus said to have had a virgin birth? Why do we say he rose
from the dead? Did his miracles really happen and what did they mean? The story Pagels tells is
thrilling and tense. Not just does Jesus comes to life but his desperate, hunted followers do as well.
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Easter. This exploration of the history and significance of the Easter season contains practical
application for our spiritual formation that will open readers up to the joyous, radical way of living
that turns the world upside down.
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