the real history of science fiction

The Real History of Science Fiction: Tracing the Origins of Imagination

the real history of science fiction is a fascinating journey through time,
ideas, and the boundless human imagination. Often thought of as a modern
genre dominated by space travel and futuristic technology, science fiction
actually roots itself in centuries-old storytelling traditions. To truly
appreciate how science fiction evolved, we need to explore its beginnings,
its pivotal moments, and the cultural forces that shaped it into the genre we
know today. This exploration reveals not only the genre’s literary milestones
but also its profound impact on society’s view of science, technology, and
the future.

The Early Seeds of Science Fiction

Before the term "science fiction" even existed, stories that featured
imaginative technologies, strange worlds, and speculative science were
already captivating audiences. The roots trace back to ancient myths and
early literature where fantastical elements often mingled with proto-
scientific ideas.

Ancient and Classical Influences

In ancient times, tales from civilizations like Mesopotamia, Greece, and Rome
included elements that resemble science fiction’s core themes. For instance,
Lucian of Samosata’s 2nd-century work *True History* is often cited as an
early example of science fiction. It features voyages to the moon and
interplanetary warfare—concepts that align closely with the space adventures
beloved by modern sci-fi fans.

Similarly, the myth of Icarus, who flew too close to the sun with wings made
of feathers and wax, can be seen as a metaphorical precursor to human
fascination with flight and the limits of technology. These stories reveal
early human curiosity about the cosmos and the potential of technology, even
if couched in mythological terms.

Medieval and Renaissance Precursors

During the Middle Ages, the blending of magic, religion, and emerging
scientific thought produced narratives that sometimes bordered on speculative
fiction. Works like *The Book of Marvels* by Sir John Mandeville described
fantastical lands and creatures, stimulating imaginations about other worlds.

The Renaissance period brought a renewed interest in scientific inquiry.
Johannes Kepler’s *Somnium* (The Dream), written in the early 1600s, is
considered one of the first true proto-science fiction tales. Kepler imagined
a journey to the moon and described how the Earth might appear to lunar
inhabitants, blending scientific observation with imaginative narrative.



The Birth of Modern Science Fiction

The 18th and 19th centuries marked a turning point where advances in science
and technology began reshaping literature. This era witnessed the emergence
of works that laid the foundation for modern science fiction.

Mary Shelley and the Dawn of Science Fiction

Few figures are as pivotal in the real history of science fiction as Mary
Shelley. Her 1818 novel *Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus* is widely
regarded as the first true science fiction novel. Shelley’s story weaves
together themes of scientific experimentation, ethical dilemmas, and the
consequences of playing god with nature.

*Frankenstein* introduced the concept of science-driven narrative, where
technology and its impact on humanity took center stage. This novel explored
the darker sides of scientific ambition, a theme that would resonate
throughout the genre’s development.

Jules Verne and H.G. Wells: Pioneers of Speculative
Adventure

The late 19th century saw the rise of two giants in the genre: Jules Verne
and H.G. Wells. Verne’s adventure tales like *Journey to the Center of the
Earth* and *Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea* combined detailed
scientific knowledge with thrilling narratives. His works popularized the
idea that science could unlock extraordinary adventures.

H.G. Wells, often called the “father of science fiction,” introduced more
speculative and philosophical elements. Novels like *The Time Machine* and
*The War of the Worlds* explored time travel, alien invasion, and social
commentary, pushing the genre beyond mere adventure into thoughtful
exploration of humanity’s future.

The Golden Age and the Expansion of Science
Fiction

The early to mid-20th century is often referred to as the “Golden Age of
Science Fiction,” a period when the genre expanded rapidly in popularity and
complexity.

The Rise of Pulp Magazines and Mass Appeal

Magazines such as *Amazing Stories* and *Astounding Science Fiction* brought
science fiction to a wider audience. Editors like John W. Campbell nurtured
writers who would become legends, including Isaac Asimov, Robert A. Heinlein,
and Arthur C. Clarke.



These authors introduced themes that still dominate sci-fi today: space
exploration, robotics, artificial intelligence, and futuristic societies.
Their stories often reflected contemporary scientific advancements and the
anxieties of the atomic age, making science fiction a mirror for societal
hopes and fears.

Science Fiction and the Space Race

The mid-20th century’s space race between the United States and the Soviet
Union invigorated public interest in science fiction. The genre’s portrayal
of space travel and extraterrestrial life became more grounded in scientific
possibility, inspiring generations of scientists and engineers.

Movies inspired by science fiction, such as *Forbidden Planet* and later
*Star Trek*, pushed the genre into mainstream culture. These stories combined
adventure, ethical questions, and speculative technology, broadening science
fiction’s appeal and influence.

The Real History of Science Fiction in the
Contemporary Era

As science and technology surged ahead in the late 20th and early 21st
centuries, science fiction evolved to reflect new realities and challenges.

Cyberpunk and the Digital Age

The 1980s introduced cyberpunk, a subgenre that examined the intersection of
high technology and dystopian societies. Writers like William Gibson
(*Neuromancer*) and Bruce Sterling depicted worlds dominated by computer
networks, artificial intelligence, and corporate control.

Cyberpunk’s gritty and often pessimistic visions highlighted the complexities
and potential downsides of technological progress. It also influenced popular
culture, shaping movies like *The Matrix* and inspiring discussions about the
ethics of technology.

Contemporary Science Fiction: Diversity and New
Frontiers

Today, science fiction continues to expand, embracing diverse voices and
fresh perspectives. Authors from different cultures and backgrounds bring new
themes and questions to the genre, exploring identity, environmental
concerns, and the impact of globalization.

The rise of speculative fiction as a broader category blurs the lines between
science fiction, fantasy, and horror, reflecting the genre’s adaptability.
Meanwhile, advances in AI, biotechnology, and space exploration keep fueling
imaginative stories about the future.



Why Understanding the Real History of Science
Fiction Matters

Knowing the real history of science fiction enriches our appreciation of the
genre and its relevance. Science fiction is more than escapism; it is a
creative laboratory where society experiments with ideas about technology,
ethics, and human nature.

For writers and enthusiasts, understanding the genre’s lineage provides
valuable insights into how themes have evolved and how to innovate within
established frameworks. For readers, it offers a deeper connection to stories
that challenge us to think critically about the future we’re shaping.

Whether you’re fascinated by the earliest lunar voyages in ancient texts or
the cutting-edge visions of artificial intelligence in modern novels, the
history of science fiction is a testament to humanity’s endless curiosity and
creativity. It reminds us that through storytelling, we can imagine not only
where we might go but who we might become.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the origin of science fiction as a
literary genre?
The origin of science fiction is often traced back to Mary Shelley's 1818

novel 'Frankenstein,' which combined speculative science with imaginative
storytelling, laying the groundwork for the genre.

How did early science fiction differ from modern
science fiction?

FEarly science fiction was heavily focused on speculative inventions and
exploration inspired by the scientific discoveries of the time, often
emphasizing adventure and moral lessons, whereas modern science fiction
explores complex social, philosophical, and technological themes with more
nuanced character development.

Who are some key figures in the development of
science fiction before the 20th century?

Besides Mary Shelley, notable figures include Jules Verne, known for his
adventure-driven novels like 'Journey to the Center of the Earth,' and H.G.
Wells, who introduced more speculative and sometimes dystopian ideas in works
like 'The Time Machine' and 'The War of the Worlds.'

What role did pulp magazines play in shaping science
fiction?
Pulp magazines in the early 20th century were crucial in popularizing science

fiction, providing a platform for writers like Isaac Asimov, Robert Heinlein,
and Arthur C. Clarke to publish stories that reached mass audiences, thus



helping to define the genre's conventions.

How did the Golden Age of Science Fiction influence
the genre?

The Golden Age, roughly from the late 1930s to the 1950s, emphasized
scientific accuracy, space exploration, and optimistic visions of the future,
setting standards for storytelling and inspiring many future writers and
readers.

In what ways did science fiction reflect societal
changes throughout history?

Science fiction has often mirrored contemporary societal issues such as
industrialization, the Cold War, space race, and ethical questions about
technology, serving as a lens to explore fears, hopes, and critiques of
society.

How have diverse voices influenced the evolution of
science fiction?

In recent decades, authors from diverse backgrounds have expanded the genre
by incorporating different cultural perspectives, challenging traditional
narratives, and addressing themes like identity, colonialism, and social
justice, enriching science fiction's scope and relevance.

What is the significance of science fiction in
today's technological world?

Science fiction continues to be significant as it inspires innovation, raises
ethical questions about emerging technologies like AI and biotechnology, and
encourages critical thinking about humanity's future in an increasingly
complex technological landscape.

Additional Resources

The Real History of Science Fiction: Tracing the Origins and Evolution of a
Genre

the real history of science fiction stretches far beyond the commonly held
belief that it emerged solely in the 20th century. While the genre gained
significant popularity through pulp magazines and blockbuster films, its
roots extend deep into antiquity, weaving through early myths, philosophical
treatises, and literary experiments that questioned humanity’s relationship
with technology, the cosmos, and the unknown. Understanding this rich
tapestry provides a nuanced perspective on how science fiction has evolved,
reflecting societal hopes, fears, and technological advancements across
centuries.

Origins and Early Influences



Science fiction, often abbreviated as sci-fi, is typically characterized by
speculative narratives involving futuristic science, space exploration,
advanced technology, and alternative realities. However, the foundation of
these ideas can be traced back to ancient texts and classical mythology. For
example, Lucian of Samosata’s 2nd-century work *True History* is frequently
cited as one of the earliest examples of proto-science fiction. This
satirical tale features interplanetary travel and encounters with alien life,
elements that resonate with modern sci-fi themes.

Similarly, the Renaissance era witnessed a surge in speculative thought,
partly driven by the Scientific Revolution. Writers like Johannes Kepler and
Francis Bacon contemplated utopias and speculative futures, blending
empirical science with imaginative storytelling. Kepler’s *Somnium* (The
Dream), published posthumously in 1634, described a journey to the moon and
depicted Earth from a lunar perspective, effectively combining scientific
observation with fantasy.

The Role of the Enlightenment and Early Science
Fiction Novels

By the 18th and early 19th centuries, burgeoning interest in science and
exploration fueled the emergence of more structured narratives. Mary
Shelley’s *Frankenstein* (1818) is often heralded as the first true science
fiction novel, exploring themes of artificial 1life, scientific
responsibility, and ethical dilemmas. The novel’s impact lies not only in its
imaginative premise but also in its profound inquiry into the consequences of
unchecked scientific ambition.

Alongside *Frankenstein*, works such as Voltaire’s *Micromégas* and Jonathan
Swift’'s *Gulliver’'s Travels* offered satirical and philosophical critiques of
society through the lens of speculative voyages and encounters with
otherworldly beings. These texts laid the groundwork for science fiction as a
tool for social commentary, blending narrative with critical reflection.

The Golden Age: Science Fiction as Popular
Culture

Science fiction’'s transformation into a mainstream genre accelerated during
the early to mid-20th century, often referred to as the Golden Age of Science
Fiction. This period is marked by the rise of pulp magazines such as *Amazing
Stories* and *Astounding Science Fiction*, which disseminated works by iconic
authors like Isaac Asimov, Robert A. Heinlein, and Arthur C. Clarke.

This era introduced several defining features of modern science fiction: from
hard science grounded in plausible technology to explorations of space
colonization, time travel, and artificial intelligence. These stories often
mirrored contemporary anxieties about war, technology, and societal change,
illustrating sci-fi’s ability to engage with real-world issues through
imaginative scenarios.



Key Characteristics and Innovations

e Technological Optimism: Many Golden Age stories celebrated human
ingenuity and progress, envisioning a future where science solves
fundamental problems.

e Scientific Plausibility: Authors emphasized believable scientific
principles, often consulting experts to ensure accuracy.

e Space Exploration: The idea of venturing beyond Earth captivated
readers, reflecting the era’s fascination with the Space Race.

e Ethical and Social Themes: Despite optimistic tones, narratives probed
ethical dilemmas related to technology and governance.

Postmodern and Contemporary Developments

Science fiction did not stagnate after the Golden Age; instead, it
diversified and matured, embracing complexity and new perspectives. The New
Wave movement of the 1960s and 1970s, spearheaded by authors like Ursula K.
Le Guin and Philip K. Dick, shifted focus toward literary experimentation,
psychological depth, and sociopolitical critique.

Contemporary science fiction reflects an eclectic mix of styles, subgenres,
and themes. Cyberpunk, exemplified by William Gibson’s *Neuromancer¥*,
explores the intersection of technology and dystopia, while climate fiction
addresses environmental crises. Moreover, science fiction’s global reach has
expanded, incorporating voices from diverse cultures and challenging Western-—
centric narratives.

Science Fiction and Modern Media

Today, science fiction thrives across multiple formats beyond traditional
novels and magazines. Cinematic blockbusters, television series, video games,
and graphic novels have all contributed to the genre’s evolution and
accessibility. The rise of streaming platforms has facilitated serialized
storytelling, allowing for more intricate world-building and character
development.

This media expansion also brings challenges, such as the tension between
commercial appeal and artistic integrity, or debates around representation
and diversity within sci-fi franchises. Nevertheless, the genre’s
adaptability continues to ensure its relevance in a rapidly changing
technological landscape.

The Real History of Science Fiction in Context

Examining the real history of science fiction reveals a genre that is far
from monolithic. It is a dynamic cultural phenomenon shaped by historical



contexts, scientific milestones, and evolving societal concerns. From ancient
allegories to speculative futures, science fiction has persistently served as
a mirror reflecting humanity’s dreams and anxieties.

Its enduring appeal lies in the balance between imagination and inquiry-—a
duality that challenges readers and viewers to contemplate not only what
might be possible but also what should be desired or feared. As technology
advances at an unprecedented pace, science fiction remains a vital forum for
exploring potential futures, ethical dilemmas, and the very nature of human
existence.

The Real History Of Science Fiction

the real history of science fiction: Billion Year Spree Brian Wilson Aldiss, 1973

the real history of science fiction: The History of Science Fiction Adam Roberts, 2016-08-04
This book is the definitive critical history of science fiction. The 2006 first edition of this work traced
the development of the genre from Ancient Greece and the European Reformation through to the
end of the 20th century. This new 2nd edition has been revised thoroughly and very significantly
expanded. An all-new final chapter discusses 21st-century science fiction, and there is new material
in every chapter: a wealth of new readings and original research. The author’s groundbreaking
thesis that science fiction is born out of the 17th-century Reformation is here bolstered with a wide
range of new supporting material and many hundreds of 17th- and 18th-century science fiction texts,
some of which have never been discussed before. The account of 19th-century science fiction has
been expanded, and the various chapters tracing the twentieth-century bring in more writing by
women, and science fiction in other media including cinema, TV, comics, fan-culture and other
modes.

the real history of science fiction: The History of Science Fiction and Its Toy Figurines Luigi
Toiati, 2023-12-21 This eye-opening book deserves a spot on the bookshelves of anyone who not only
enjoys collecting, but also has a great interest in all facets of the history of our hobby. — Toy Soldier
Collector Science fiction, as the name suggests, is the combination of science and fantasy. In
addition to a literary form, it also encompasses film, TV, comics, toys and our beloved toy astronauts,
or other figures such as aliens, monsters and other playable genres. The term science fiction was
coined by publisher Hugo Gernsbach around the first decades of the last century to refer to the
predominantly 'space' adventures covered in his magazines. Space invaded radio, cinema, TV, and
consequently for a long time toy figurines were predominantly space-related, later evolving into
other themes. This lavishly illustrated book covers both the history of literary science fiction,
following in the footsteps of contemporary official criticism, and toy figurines inspired by science
fiction. You will also find several other themes, such as the link between science fiction figures and
cinema, radio, TV, comics, and more. Luigi Toiati offers to both guide the reader on an
often-nostalgic walk through science fiction in all its various forms, and to describe the figurines and
brands associated with it.

the real history of science fiction: The Real History of Science Fiction, 2014 Some of
science fiction's greatest creative pioneers tell the story of sci-fi in this stunning definitive series
spanning all its forms, from time travel to artificial intelligence, from space exploration to alien
encounters. This thoroughly engaging series features filmmakers, writers, actors, and graphic artists
whose obsession and imagination has taken them into the unknown; and whose creations have
captivated audiences around the globe. Having explored the future, the past, parallel universes and
galaxies far, far away.

the real history of science fiction: The History of Science Fiction: A Graphic Novel
Adventure Xavier Dollo, Djibril Morissette-Phan, 2021-11-23 Journey through time and space with


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-182/the-real-history-of-science-fiction.pdf

this graphic novel history of the science fiction genre.

the real history of science fiction: The Cambridge History of Science Fiction Gerry Canavan,
Eric Carl Link, 2018-12-31 The first science fiction course in the American academy was held in the
early 1950s. In the sixty years since, science fiction has become a recognized and established
literary genre with a significant and growing body of scholarship. The Cambridge History of Science
Fiction is a landmark volume as the first authoritative history of the genre. Over forty contributors
with diverse and complementary specialties present a history of science fiction across national and
genre boundaries, and trace its intellectual and creative roots in the philosophical and fantastic
narratives of the ancient past. Science fiction as a literary genre is the central focus of the volume,
but fundamental to its story is its non-literary cultural manifestations and influence. Coverage thus
includes transmedia manifestations as an integral part of the genre's history, including not only
short stories and novels, but also film, art, architecture, music, comics, and interactive media.

the real history of science fiction: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Twentieth Annual
Collection Gardner Dozois, 2007-04-01 Widely regarded as the one essential book for every science
fiction fan, The Year's Best Science Fiction (Winner of the 2002 Locus Award for Best Anthology)
continues to uphold its standard of excellence with more than two dozen stories representing the
previous year's best SF writing. This year's volume includes Ian R. MacLeod, Nancy Kress, Greg
Egan, Maureen F. McHugh, Robert Reed, Paul McAuley, Michael Swanwick, Robert Silverberg,
Charles Stross, John Kessel, Gregory Benford and many other talented authors of SF, as well as
thorough summations of the year and a recommended reading list.

the real history of science fiction: The Real History Behind the Templars Sharan
Newman, 2007-09-04 The medieval historian who revealed The Real History Behind the Da Vinci
Code uncloaks the Templars. In the year 1119, these noblemen found their calling as protectors of
the faithful on a dangerous pilgrimage to newly conquered Jerusalem. Now, historian Sharan
Newman elucidates the mysteries and misconceptions of the Templars, from their true first founding
and role in the Crusades to more modern intrigues, including: - Were they devout knights or secret
heretics? - Did they leave behind a fantastic treasure-hidden to this day? - How did they come to be
associated with the Holy Grail? - Did they come to America before the time of Columbus? - Does the
order still exist?

the real history of science fiction: The History of Science Fiction and Fantasy Martin K.
Ettington, 2020-06-22 LEARN ABOUT THE BEST SCIENCE FICTION AUTHORS AND BOOKS IN
HISTORYThis book is a great summary of the best sci fi and fantasy books and series from history. It
is worth reading because of this.Whether you are new to Science Fiction or have been reading this
genre for years, I hope you will have as much fun reading this book as I had writing it. In this history
I've tried to include the best known authors and their most famous and interesting works. Many of
these stories are groundbreaking. Some launched new sub genres, and some talked about
technology which is now real or being developed. I have read almost all of the novels mentioned
here.I've also summarized various great novels throughout this book. These are stories you will
enjoy reading. They might be examples of the changing genres, or just really good yarns. There are a
lot of stories I love in the sci fi and fantasy realm and I hope you like them too.I've literally read
thousands of science fiction and fantasy books over the years. Starting in the 1960s up until today.
Some of the stories I've read have made significant marks on my life. My degree in engineering is
also probably a result of my interests in science and technology from growing up reading the wonder
the vastness of these stories. Here are many of the best books I've read and enjoyed.Questions and
Answers:What information is included about each book? There is a one to two page summary on
each one so you can get an idea of the story to see if you want to read it.Is there really much history
to these genres? Yes--Science Fiction and Fantasy stories go way back into history. You will learn
how the genres of sci fi and fantasy really developed.Get this book today and you will love it. You will
also learn about many good books to read you may not have even known about.

the real history of science fiction: Doctor Who and History Carey Fleiner, Dene October,
2017-07-25 When Sydney Newman conceived the idea for Doctor Who in 1963, he envisioned a show



in which the Doctor and his companions would visit and observe, but not interfere with, events in
history. That plan was dropped early on and the Doctor has happily meddled with historical events
for decades. This collection of new essays examines how the Doctor's engagement with history
relates to Britain's colonial past, nostalgia for village life, Norse myths, alternate history, and the
impact of historical decisions on the present.

the real history of science fiction: Science Fiction Robert Scholes, Eric S. Rabkin, 1977

the real history of science fiction: The Real History of Earth Sal Rachele, 2020-01-07
Welcome to the Real History of Earth. You will not find this material in your high school or college
history classes. In fact, the so-called “powers that be” who appear to control the educational process
on this planet definitely DO NOT want you to have this information. It is said that knowledge is
power. The purpose of this book is to empower you to live an awakened life, full of creativity and
compassion. Knowing how and why things are the way they are on Earth gives each of us the power
to make effective changes, both within ourselves and the world. If you are a physicist, biologist,
archaeologist, anthropologist or economist, this material will likely challenge your deepest and most
cherished ideas of reality. Due to the world of the Internet, the ideas presented herein can be
researched and investigated thoroughly, and the author encourages you to do so. This book explores
several deep questions that have plagued humanity since time began, including such timeless
classics as “Why is there so much suffering on Earth?” and “How do we break out of our
self-imposed prison of negative thoughts and beliefs?” We will also answer the question of how we
came to be on this small planet at the edge of a rather average galaxy, with our racial and ethnic
mix, languages and cultural habits. Also, we will tread on some “sacred cows,” including the belief
that humanity evolved from the ape, and the idea that this is the most advanced civilization that has
existed on Earth (both incorrect assumptions). We urge you to keep an open mind while reading this
book. Do not blindly accept or reject anything that is being said. Unless a mind is open, there is no
way to attain greater knowledge and wisdom. Have you ever tried pouring liquid into a closed
container? So, dear readers, fasten your seat belt and open the book for a wonderful ride!

the real history of science fiction: Alternate History Kathleen Singles, 2013-10-14 While,
strictly speaking, Alternate Histories are not Future Narratives, their analysis can shed a clear light
on why Future Narratives are so different from past narratives. Trying to have it both ways, most
Alternate Histories subscribe to a conflicting set of beliefs concerning determinism and freedom of
choice, contingency and necessity. For the very first time, Alternate Histories are here discussed
against the backdrop of their Other, Future Narratives. The volume contains in-depth analyses of the
classics of the genre,such as Philip K. Dick's The Man in the High Castle and Philip Roth's The Plot
against America, as well as less widely-discussed manifestations of the genre, such as Dieter Kithn's
N, Christian Kracht's Ich werde hier sein im Sonnenschein und im Schatten, and Quentin Tarantino's
film Inglourious Basterds.

the real history of science fiction: The Secret History of Science Fiction James Patrick Kelly,
John Kessel, 2009 This ingeniously conceived anthology raises the intriguing question, If Thomas
Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow had won the Nebula award in 1973, would the future distinction
between literary fiction and science fiction have been erased? Exploring the possibility of an
alternate history of speculative fiction, this literary collection reveals that the lines between genres
have already been obscured. Don DeLillo's ?7Human Moments in World War III” follows the strange
detachment of two astronauts who are orbiting in a skylab while a third world war rages on earth.
?The Ziggurat” by Gene Wolfe traverses a dissolving marriage, a custody dispute, and the visit of
time travelers from the future. T. C. Boyle's ?Descent of Man” is the subversively funny tale of a man
who suspects that his primatologist lover is having an affair with one of her charges. In
?Schwarzschild Radius,” Connie Willis draws an allegorical parallel between the horrors of trench
warfare and the speculative physics of black holes. Artfully crafted and offering a wealth of
esteemed authors?from writers within the genre to those normally associated with mainstream
fiction, as well as those with a crossover reputation?this volume aptly demonstrates that great
science fiction appears in many guises.




the real history of science fiction: The Fiction Writer's Guide to Alternate History Jack Dann,
2023-07-13 A comprehensive guide to the speculative sub-genre of alternate history fiction, this
book maps the unique terrain of this vibrant mode of storytelling and then explains how to write it.
First giving a concise conceptual overview and the critical tools to differentiate the different forms
of counterfactual fiction, Jack Dann lays out the 'tricks of the trade' such 'Heinleining', how to create
recognizable 'divergent points' and how to employ paratextual elements and 'layering' to overcome
readers' unfamiliarity with invented counterfactual events and cultures. Alongside this, Dann takes
you step-by-step through a complete short story to demonstrate, line-by-line, how alternative history
fiction works. As well as Dann's exacting methodology for writing professional quality alternate
history stories, this book also features a live-on-the-page Q&A with some of the most esteemed
alternate history writers working today, including Kim Stanley Robinson, John Birmingham and Lisa
Goldstein among many others, who will detail their own particular hacks, theories, processes,
methods and strategies. Combining extensive and deep knowledge of the field with accessible
writing advice, this is the ultimate guidebook to the broad and complex sub-genre of counterfactual
and alterative history fiction.

the real history of science fiction: The Real History of the End of the World Sharan
Newman, 2010-04-06 From the author of The Real History Behind the Templars--the origins and
stories behind end-of-the-world predictions throughout history, from Revelations to 2012. In
entertaining and sharp prose, historian Sharan Newman explores theories of world destruction from
ancient times up to the present day- theories which reveal as much about human nature as they do
about the predominant historical, scientific, and religious beliefs of the time. Readers will find
answers to the following end-of-times questions: ?Did the Mayans really say the world will end in
December 2012? ?How have the signs in the New Testament Book of Revelations been interpreted
over the years? ?How did ancient Egyptians, Norse, and Chinese think the world would end? ?When
did Nostradamus predict that the last days would come? ?Does the I Ching reference 2012? ?Why
didn't the world end in Y2K? ?Are meteors, global warming, super-volcanoes, and the threat of
nuclear war signs that the end is near?

the real history of science fiction: The Real History Behind the Da Vinci Code Sharan
Newman, 2005 A medieval scholar examines the historical facts and myths behind the best-selling
novel, including discussions on the Templars, the Holy Grail, and the Apocryphal Gospels.

the real history of science fiction: Kiloyear Future History David Wegert, 2016-05-24 The
book is a speculation for a one-thousand-year future history period. It covers development in science
and technology, such as energy and information storage as well as population trends on Earth, the
solar system, the galaxy, and beyond. It also touches on spacecraft development and exploration
both in space-time and other dimensions as well as communications.

the real history of science fiction: Serenity Found Jane Espenson, 2007-10-01 A lot has
happened since Finding Serenity. We learned River's secret; Mal took on the Alliance. Our favorite
crew became Big Damn Heroes. And the Browncoats proved that hard work, passion and a little fan
coordination can do the impossible. Serenity Found takes the contents of Finding Serenity even
further, exploring not just the show but the events of the film as well, to create an anthology that's
even more thought-provoking, fascinating and far-thinking than its predecessor. * Acclaimed science
fiction author Orson Scott Card lauds Serenity as film sci-fi finally done right * Writer and comedian
Natalie Haynes reveals the real feminist savvy of the Firefly universe: the girls get the guns and the
gags * Pop culture critic Michael Marano connects damaged, ass-kicking River to the other
weaponized women of the Whedonverse * Multiverse executive producer Corey Bridges explains why
the world of Firefly is the perfect setting for an MMORPG * Mutant Enemy's visual effects wizard
Loni Peristere relates what he's learned from Joss about telling stories, and tells a story of his own
about Serenity's design * Television Without Pity recapper Jacob Clifton frames Serenity as a parable
about media: how it controls us, how we can control it and how to separate the signal from the noise
* And Nathan Fillion, Firefly and Serenity's Captain Malcolm Reynolds, shares his affinity for Mal
and his love of Mal's ship and crew.



the real history of science fiction: The Mammoth Book of Best New SF 16 Gardner Dozois,
2011-08-04 Michael Swanwick, Geoff Ryman, Allen Steele, Nancy Kress, Robert Reed, Michael
Cassott, Charles Stross are just some of the high-profile names that feature in this volume of what is
now regarded as essential reading for every science-fiction fan. This year's edition includes not just
the biggest names in science-fiction writing but also many of its other brightest young talents too, as
well as even more stories than ever before. All this, and the usual thorough summations of the year,
plus a list of recommended reading, more than upholds an established tradition of value and
excellence.
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