the life of a roman slave

The Life of a Roman Slave: A Glimpse into Ancient Servitude

the life of a roman slave was far from simple or uniform, shaped by the complex social, economic,
and legal systems of ancient Rome. Although slavery is often viewed through a modern lens as a
monolithic condition of suffering and deprivation, the reality in Roman times was multifaceted and
varied significantly depending on factors such as the slave’s role, owner, location, and individual
circumstances. Exploring this intricate world reveals not only the hardships endured but also the ways
slaves influenced Roman society and sometimes even carved out pockets of autonomy.

Understanding the Background: How Slaves Entered
Roman Society

Slavery in ancient Rome was not based on race but rather on conquest, debt, birth, or punishment.
Most slaves were prisoners of war captured during Rome’s numerous military campaigns, while others
were born into slavery, inheriting the condition from their enslaved parents. Additionally, some
individuals sold themselves or were sold into slavery due to poverty or debt.

Sources of Slavery in Ancient Rome

The origins of a Roman slave largely determined their experiences. Here are common ways people
became slaves:

e War captives: Enslaved populations from conquered territories across Europe, Africa, and the
Near East.

e Born into slavery: Children of slaves automatically became slaves themselves, perpetuating
the system.

e Debt slavery: Romans who failed to repay debts could be forced into servitude temporarily or
permanently.

¢ Criminal punishment: Convicted criminals sometimes faced enslavement as part of their
sentences.

Daily Life and Roles of Roman Slaves

The day-to-day existence of a Roman slave depended heavily on their assigned role, which could
range from grueling manual labor in the fields to skilled work as artisans or domestic servants. The



life of a roman slave working on a rural estate was vastly different from one serving in an urban
household or working in public facilities like baths or mines.

Domestic Slaves: The Privileged Few?

Many slaves lived within their master’s household, performing tasks such as cooking, cleaning,
childcare, and administrative duties. While their lives were still controlled by their owners, domestic
slaves often received better treatment, food, and living conditions compared to field or mining slaves.
They could develop close relationships with family members and sometimes even gain trust and
opportunities for manumission (formal release from slavery).

Labor Slaves: The Backbone of Roman Economy

Agricultural slaves toiled in the vast estates (latifundia) that supplied Rome’s food. These slaves
worked long hours under harsh conditions, cultivating crops, tending livestock, and performing
maintenance. Mines were among the most brutal environments, where slaves labored in dangerous,
unhealthy settings extracting precious metals and minerals.

Legal Status and Rights of Roman Slaves

Leqgally, slaves were considered property rather than persons. They had no personal rights, and their
owners had complete authority over them, including the power to punish or sell them at will.
However, Roman law also established some protections and recognized that slaves could sometimes
earn or be granted freedom.

Ownership and Control

Masters could buy, sell, or lease slaves, often treating them as investments. Slaves could be branded
or marked to prevent escape, and severe punishments awaited those who disobeyed. Yet, some
owners treated their slaves humanely, recognizing the practical benefits of loyalty and productivity.

Paths to Freedom

Despite this harsh reality, manumission was a significant aspect of Roman slavery. A slave could be
freed in several ways:

e Manumission by will or deed from the owner

e Purchasing freedom with savings (peculium), often accumulated through tips or side work



e Granting freedom as a reward for faithful service

Freed slaves, known as liberti, became citizens with limited rights and often maintained ties with their
former masters, sometimes even working in their households or businesses.

Social and Cultural Dimensions of the Life of a Roman
Slave

Slaves were an integral part of Roman society, contributing to its economy, culture, and even its
social fabric. While defined by subjugation, slaves sometimes forged their own identities and
communities within the constraints imposed on them.

Family and Relationships Among Slaves

Despite the instability of their status, slaves formed families and social bonds. Marriages between
slaves, although not legally recognized, were common and often respected by owners. Children born
to slaves inherited their status, yet owners sometimes allowed family units to stay together,
recognizing the benefits for morale and productivity.

Religion and Cultural Expression

Slaves often adopted the religious beliefs of their masters but also maintained their indigenous
traditions and spiritual practices from their homelands. Religious festivals, rituals, and celebrations
were moments where slaves could express community and hope, sometimes even gaining favor with
their masters.

Challenges and Resistance in the Life of a Roman Slave

Life under slavery was fraught with challenges, including abuse, exploitation, and the constant threat
of separation from loved ones. However, slaves also found ways to resist and assert their humanity.

Forms of Resistance

Resistance took many forms, from subtle acts like work slowdowns and sabotage to outright rebellion.
The most famous slave uprising was led by Spartacus in 73-71 BCE, which shook the Roman Republic
and underscored the deep tensions within the institution of slavery.



Survival Strategies

Slaves often relied on cunning, building networks of support among themselves and sometimes with
free citizens. Loyalty and intelligence could earn better positions or protection. Learning skills
valuable to their masters also increased their chances of manumission.

The Lasting Legacy of Roman Slavery

The life of a roman slave reveals much about the complexities of ancient Rome—its economy, social
structures, and the contradictions within its ideals of freedom and citizenship. The institution of
slavery was foundational to Rome’s expansion and prosperity, and the stories of slaves remind us of
resilience in the face of oppression.

By examining the varied experiences of Roman slaves, from brutal laborers to trusted household
servants, we gain a richer understanding of how this ancient civilization functioned and the human
stories that shaped its history. The echoes of their lives continue to inform discussions on freedom,
human rights, and social justice even today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What kind of work did Roman slaves typically perform?

Roman slaves performed a wide variety of tasks including household chores, agricultural labor,
mining, tutoring, and skilled crafts. Their duties depended largely on their owners' needs and the
slaves' skills.

Were all Roman slaves treated harshly?

Not all Roman slaves were treated harshly. While many faced brutal conditions, especially those
working in mines or large estates, some household slaves or educated slaves could have relatively
better living conditions and even earn their freedom.

Could Roman slaves earn their freedom?

Yes, Roman slaves could sometimes earn their freedom through a process called manumission. This
could happen through the owner's decision, by purchasing their freedom, or as a reward for loyal
service.

What legal status did Roman slaves have?

Roman slaves were considered property under Roman law and had no personal legal rights. They
could be bought, sold, punished, or freed by their owners.



How were Roman slaves acquired?

Roman slaves were acquired through various means including war captives, piracy, birth (children
born to slaves were also slaves), and through trade and purchase in slave markets.

Did Roman slaves have families?

Roman slaves could form family units and marry (known as contubernium), but their relationships had
no legal status. Families could be separated if members were sold to different owners.

What role did slaves play in the Roman economy?

Slaves were integral to the Roman economy, providing labor in agriculture, industry, households, and
public works. Their work supported both private wealth and state projects.

Were there any opportunities for Roman slaves to gain
education?

Some slaves, especially those in wealthy households, were educated and served as tutors, scribes, or
secretaries. Educated slaves could have better prospects and sometimes gained freedom.

How did the life of a Roman slave differ from that of a free
person?

Roman slaves lacked personal freedom and legal rights, were subject to their owners' control, and
could be bought or sold. Free persons had legal protections, could own property, and participate in
civic life, which slaves could not.

Additional Resources

The Life of a Roman Slave: An In-Depth Exploration

the life of a roman slave was a complex and multifaceted experience that reflected the social,
economic, and political realities of ancient Rome. Far from monolithic, the conditions, roles, and
treatment of slaves varied significantly depending on numerous factors such as location, occupation,
and the disposition of their owners. This article offers an analytical review of the existence of Roman
slaves, drawing on historical data, archaeological findings, and classical sources to paint a detailed
picture of their daily lives, struggles, and the broader implications for Roman society.

Understanding the Social Context of Slavery in Ancient
Rome
Slavery was an entrenched institution in Roman society, integral to its economy and social hierarchy.

Unlike the chattel slavery familiar from later periods, Roman slavery encompassed a wide range of
experiences, from brutal labor in mines and fields to more privileged roles serving in wealthy



households. The life of a Roman slave was largely dictated by the nature of their servitude, which
could be influenced by their origin, skills, and the purpose for which they were enslaved.

Roman slaves were acquired through warfare, piracy, trade, or birth, often regarded as property
rather than persons. Estimates suggest that at the height of the Roman Empire, slaves made up
anywhere from 20% to 30% of the population in urban centers like Rome, underscoring their critical
role in sustaining the economy.

Origins and Acquisition of Roman Slaves

Most Roman slaves were prisoners of war captured during Rome’s numerous military campaigns
across Europe, North Africa, and the Near East. Others were born into slavery, creating a hereditary
system that perpetuated the institution. Additionally, some people sold themselves or were sold by
impoverished families into slavery as a means of survival.

The slave market was a bustling hub where individuals were inspected and sold much like livestock.
Physical condition, age, skills, and potential productivity heavily influenced their auction prices.
Educated Greek slaves, for example, were highly sought after as tutors or secretaries, whereas
unskilled laborers might find themselves working in harsh conditions on farms or in mines.

Daily Life and Labor of Roman Slaves

The daily existence of a Roman slave was shaped primarily by their assigned labor. Given the
diversity of roles slaves occupied—from domestic servants and artisans to gladiators and agricultural
laborers—their living conditions and freedoms varied widely.

Domestic Slaves versus Agricultural Laborers

Domestic slaves often lived within their owner’s household, performing tasks such as cooking,
cleaning, childcare, and managing estates. These slaves typically had closer supervision and
sometimes better living conditions, but they were also subject to the whims of their masters and
could suffer abuse or exploitation.

By contrast, agricultural slaves worked long hours in the countryside, tending to crops and livestock
under grueling conditions. Their lives were marked by physical hardship, minimal contact with family,
and harsh punishments. Large estates, or latifundia, relied heavily on this labor, which was
fundamental to Rome’s food supply and export economy.

Specialized Roles: Educators, Artisans, and Gladiators

Some slaves possessed specialized skills that elevated their status within the slave hierarchy. Greek
slaves were often prized as tutors and intellectual companions, contributing culturally and
educationally to elite Roman households. Artisans and craftsmen produced goods ranging from



pottery to jewelry, providing valuable economic input.

Gladiators, a distinct category of slaves or sometimes volunteers, were trained fighters who
entertained the public in arenas. Although their lives were fraught with danger, some gladiators
achieved fame and even monetary rewards, complicating the simplistic notion of slave life as wholly
oppressive.

Rights, Restrictions, and Social Mobility

Despite their status as property, Roman slaves were not entirely devoid of legal recognition. Over
time, laws evolved to regulate their treatment, and certain rights were extended, albeit limitedly.

Legal Status and Manumission

Slaves had no formal legal personhood but could sometimes bring complaints against cruel masters
through intermediaries. The possibility of manumission—formal emancipation granted by
owners—offered a pathway to freedom. Freed slaves, or liberti, gained partial citizenship rights,
though social stigma often persisted.

Manumission was common enough that freedmen formed a distinct social class, often continuing to
work in their former master’s household or trade. This system allowed some degree of upward
mobility, highlighting the nuanced social dynamics within Roman slavery.

Living Conditions and Punishments

Living conditions for Roman slaves were variable. Urban domestic slaves might enjoy relative comfort,
while rural and industrial slaves endured squalor and exhaustion. Punishments for disobedience
ranged from corporal punishment and branding to execution in extreme cases.

Slave revolts, such as the famous Spartacus uprising, exposed the inherent tensions and resistance
within the system, reflecting the harsh realities and desires for freedom among the enslaved
population.

The Economic and Cultural Impact of Slavery

The institution of slavery was a cornerstone of the Roman economy, underpinning agriculture,
construction, mining, and domestic life. Without the labor of slaves, many aspects of Roman
infrastructure and prosperity would have been untenable.

Culturally, slaves influenced Roman society beyond economics. They introduced new ideas, artistic
skills, and even religious practices, contributing to the cosmopolitan character of the empire.
However, the reliance on enslaved labor also entrenched social inequalities and limited technological
innovation in labor-saving devices, as cheap human labor reduced economic incentives for



mechanization.

Comparative Perspectives: Roman Slavery Versus Other
Ancient Societies

When compared to slavery in other ancient civilizations, such as Greece or Egypt, Roman slavery was
notable for its scale and legal complexity. While Greek slaves could sometimes earn their freedom or
live independently, Roman slaves were more tightly integrated into the economic framework and had
a more formalized manumission process.

Moreover, the diversity of slave roles in Rome—from gladiators to highly educated tutors—illustrates a
broader spectrum of experiences than typically seen in other societies.

Reflections on the Life of a Roman Slave

The life of a Roman slave encapsulates a paradox of ancient society: an institution that was
simultaneously foundational and profoundly inhumane. Through examining the varied roles, legal
frameworks, and everyday realities, it becomes clear that Roman slavery was not a static condition
but a dynamic system shaped by economic needs, social structures, and cultural interactions.

While the majority of slaves endured hardship and deprivation, the institution’s complexity allowed for

occasional mobility and diverse experiences. This duality invites ongoing investigation into how
slavery shaped not only the lives of individuals but also the trajectory of Roman civilization itself.

The Life Of A Roman Slave

the life of a roman slave: Life of a Roman Slave Don Nardo, 1998 Discusses aspects of slavery
in ancient Rome, including becoming a slave, its privileges and perils, the use of slaves in farming,
business, and public service, and the dark side of the institution.

the life of a roman slave: The Material Life of Roman Slaves Sandra R. Joshel, Lauren
Hackworth Petersen, 2015-10-01 The Material Life of Roman Slaves is a major contribution to
scholarly debates on the archaeology of Roman slavery. Rather than regarding slaves as
irretrievable in archaeological remains, the book takes the archaeological record as a key form of
evidence for reconstructing slaves' lives and experiences. Interweaving literature, law, and material
evidence, the book searches for ways to see slaves in the various contexts - to make them visible
where evidence tells us they were in fact present. Part of this project involves understanding how
slaves seem irretrievable in the archaeological record and how they are often actively, if unwittingly,
left out of guidebooks and scholarly literature. Individual chapters explore the dichotomy between
visibility and invisibility and between appearance and disappearance in four physical and social
locations - urban houses, city streets and neighborhoods, workshops, and villas.

the life of a roman slave: Slavery in the Roman Empire Barrow, Reginald Haynes Barrow,
1998-12 The spade-work of civilizing the world was done in the first two centuries of the Roman
Empire, according to author R.H. Barrow, who goes on to remark that this labor-preparing the
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ground for Western civilization-is Rome's legacy to later generations. What part did slavery play in
this work? asks the author of this intriguing book. Was it so immoral, so degrading ... as to hamper
the work of Romanization? Or was it even an instrument in that very process, which was being
carried forward by many influences? SLAVERY IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE is Barrow's attempt to
answer these provocative questions. This is a penetrating and vivid study that traces the process of
enslavement to citizenship, and indicates along the way the issues involved for the individual and the
Empire. One of the highlights of SLAVERY IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE is its description of Roman daily
life. Readers are provided with windows into the imperial houses, where slave duties were
subdivided with an amazing minuteness; the Roman world of business, where some slaves, often
more skilled and knowledgeable than their masters, became rich and took on the roles of agents and
contractors; and the organization and administration of townships, which, due to Roman attitudes
toward clerical work (that it was beneath a Roman citizen), put slaves in some important and
responsible positions. Chapters on how slaves came to Rome, on their work, on their inner and
private life, and on manumission and the perpetual struggle to rise from slavery to freedom climax in
the chapter, The mingling of nations. Here, Barrow combines the studies of the first seven chapters
and views Roman slavery in the larger context and estimates its effects on the health of the
Empire.--Jacket

the life of a roman slave: Ancient Greek and Roman Slavery Peter Hunt, 2017-11-29 An
exciting study of ancient slavery in Greece and Rome This book provides an introduction to pivotal
issues in the study of classical (Greek and Roman) slavery. The span of topics is broad—ranging from
everyday resistance to slavery to philosophical justifications of slavery, and from the process of
enslavement to the decline of slavery after the fall of the Western Roman Empire. The book uses a
wide spectrum of types of evidence, and relies on concrete and vivid examples whenever possible.
Introductory chapters provide historical context and a clear and concise discussion of the
methodological difficulties of studying ancient slavery. The following chapters are organized around
central topics in slave studies: enslavement, economics, politics, culture, sex and family life,
manumission and ex-slaves, everyday conflict, revolts, representations, philosophy and law, and
decline and legacy. Chapters open with general discussions of important scholarly controversies and
the challenges of our ancient evidence, and case studies from the classical Greek, Hellenistic, and
Roman periods provide detailed and concrete explorations of the issues. Organized by key themes in
slave studies with in-depth classical case studies Emphasizes Greek/Roman comparisons and
contrasts Features helpful customized maps Topics range from demography to philosophy, from
Linear B through the fall of the empire in the west Features myriad types of evidence: literary,
historical, legal and philosophical texts, the bible, papyri, epitaphs, lead letters, curse tablets, art,
manumission inscriptions, and more Ancient Greek and Roman Slavery provides a general survey of
classical slavery and is particularly appropriate for college courses on Greek and Roman slavery, on
comparative slave societies, and on ancient social history. It will also be of great interest to history
enthusiasts and scholars, especially those interested in slavery in different periods and societies.

the life of a roman slave: Slaves and Slavery in Ancient Rome Zvi Yavetz, 1988-01-01
Enormous numbers of slaves were absorbed into Roman society from the third century B.C.
onwards. Mainly enslaved prisoners of war, they transformed the quality of life in the Roman Empire
beyond recognition. In this anthology the author offers a complete collection of Greek and Latin
sources in an English translation which deal with the great slave rebellions in the second and first
centuries B.C. In a postscript Zvi Yavetz surveys the controversy on slaves and slavery from the
French Revolution to our own days, with an emphasis on the debate between Marxists and
non-Marxists. The book is intended for specialists and generalists alike, including those who have
had no previous classical education, but could after delving in sources concern themselves with one
of the most intriguing problems in world history. Zvi Yavetz holds the Lessing Chair of Roman
History at Tel Aviv University, Israel, and is distinguished visiting professor at Queens College of the
City University of New York. He is the author of many books in Hebrew, French and German on
Roman history among which are Julius Caesar and His Public Image and Plebs and Princips.



the life of a roman slave: The Moral Sayings of Publius Syrus, a Roman Slave Publius Syrus,
1856

the life of a roman slave: The Slave Systems of Greek and Roman Antiquity William Linn
Westermann, 1955 Greek slavery from Homer to the Persian wars -- From the Persian wars to
Alexander : slave supply and slave numbers -- From the Persian wars to Alexander : slave
employment and legal aspects of slavery -- From the Persian wars to Alexander : the social setting of
polis slavery -- The eastern Mediterranean lands from Alexander to Augustus : the Delphic
manumissions : slave origins, economic and legal approaches -- The eastern area from Alexander to
Augustus : basic differences between pre-Greek and Greek slavery -- Slavery in Hellenistic Egypt :
pharaonic tradition and Greek intrusions -- War and slavery in the West to 146 B.C. -- The Roman
republic : praedial slavery, piracy, and slave revolts -- The later republic : the slave and the Roman
familia -- The later republic : social and legal position of slaves -- Slavery under the Roman empire to
Constantine the Great : sources and numbers of slaves -- The Roman Empire in the West : economic
aspects of slavery -- Slavery under the Roman Empire : the provenance of slaves, how sold and
prices paid -- The Roman Empire : living conditions and social life of slaves -- Imperial slaves and
freedmen of the emperors : amelioration of slavery -- The moral implications of imperial slavery and
the decline of ancient culture -- In the eastern provinces of the Roman Empire -- From Diocletian to
Justinian : problems os slavery -- From Diocletian to Justinian : the eastern and the western
developments -- From Diocletian to Justinian : leveling of position between free workers and slaves --
Upon slavery and Christianity -- Conclusion.

the life of a roman slave: Paul and the Rise of the Slave K. Edwin Bryant, 2016-04-18 Paul and
the Rise of the Slave locates Paul’s description of himself as a “slave of Messiah Jesus” in the
epistolary prescript of Paul’s Epistle to Rome within the conceptual world of those who experienced
the social reality of slavery in the first century C.E. The Althusserian concept of interpellation and
the Life of Aesop are employed throughout as theoretical frameworks to enhance how Paul offered
positive ways for slaves to imagine an existence apart from Roman power. An exegesis of Romans
6:12-23 seeks to reclaim the earliest reception of Romans as prophetic discourse aimed at an
anti-Imperial response among slaves and lower class readers.

the life of a roman slave: A Handbook for Latin Clubs Susan Paxson, 1916

the life of a roman slave: Ancient Slavery and Its New Testament Contexts Christy Cobb,
Katherine A. Shaner, 2025-04-10 An essential resource for understanding slavery in the New
Testament and early Christianity Slavery permeated society in the ancient world. The realities of
slavery and its shadows pervade the New Testament and other early Christian texts. Yet
enslavement remains an under-taught aspect of the context of the New Testament and early
Christianity. Because of this, readers are left with numerous questions about ancient slavery. How
did people become enslaved? What kinds of work did enslaved people do? Who enslaved people?
How did ancient slavery compare with more contemporary enslavement eras? Did anyone in the
ancient world criticize slavery? Was ancient slavery racialized? Did Christians have a different
understanding of slavery than others? These are just some of the questions students ask in higher
education and in Bible study classrooms alike. This volume takes on these questions, introducing
students to the textures, complexities, and material realities of slavery in the Greco-Roman world.
Ancient Slavery and Its New Testament Contexts draws on the expertise of scholars around the
world with a focus on introductory information, accessibility, and readability. It does not attempt to
dismiss or downplay the role of New Testament texts in the perpetuation of either ancient slavery or
slavery in the North American context. Rather, the volume helps students and teachers alike wrestle
with the ongoing historical, theological, and ethical legacies of slavery in their own faith formation
and engagement with the biblical text.

the life of a roman slave: Aspects of Roman History 31 BC-AD 117 Richard Alston,
2013-11-07 This new edition of Aspects of Roman History 31 BC- AD 117 provides an easily
accessible guide to the history of the early Roman Empire. Taking the reader through the major
political events of the crucial first 150 years of Roman imperial history, from the Empire’s



foundation under Augustus to the height of its power under Trajan, the book examines the emperors
and key events that shaped Rome’s institutions and political form. Blending social and economic
history with political history, Richard Alston’s revised edition leads students through important
issues, introducing sources, exploring techniques by which those sources might be read, and
encouraging students to develop their historical judgement. The book includes: chapters on each of
the emperors in this period, exploring the successes and failures of each reign, and how these
shaped the empire, sections on social and economic history, including the core issues of slavery,
social mobility, economic development and change, gender relations, the rise of new religions, and
cultural change in the Empire, an expanded timeframe, providing more information on the
foundation of the imperial system under Augustus and the issues relating to Augustan Rome, a
glossary and further reading section, broken down by chapter. This expanded and revised edition of
Aspects of Roman History, covering an additional 45 years of history from Actium to the death of
Augustus, provides an invaluable introduction to Roman Imperial history, surveying the way in which
the Roman Empire changed the world and offering critical perspectives on how we might
understand that transformation. It is an important resource for any student of this crucial and
formative period in Roman history.

the life of a roman slave: The Letter to Philemon Markus Barth, Helmut Blanke, 2000
Although sometimes regarded as trivial because of its brevity or its treatment of issues distant from
the modern world, the letter to Philemon remains valuable both for its insight into the social setting
of the New Testament and for its reiteration of a central component of the gospel -- brotherly love.
This superb commentary by Markus Barth and Helmut Blanke is unique for its exhaustive study of
the ancient world at the time Philemon was written. The volume examines the institution of slavery
in Paul's day, drawing from secular Greco-Roman sources and from other Christian writers of the
time. The references to slavery found in Ephesians, Colossians, and 1 Timothy are also compared
and contrasted with Paul's statements in Philemon. In addition, the verse-by- verse commentary
focuses on important themes in Pauline theology, including love, faith and faithfulness, church unity,
providence, free will, and human responsibility. Finally, Barth makes his exposition even more useful
by surveying the history of the interpretation of Philemon, from the patristic age to modern
liberation theologians. The product of Markus Barth's lifelong research, this volume was completed
by Helmut Blanke.

the life of a roman slave: The First Christian Slave Mary Ann Beavis, 2021-01-06 The slave
Onesimus is the central figure in the letter to Philemon, but he remains silent throughout the
discourse. Studies of the letter focus on whether or not Onesimus was a fugitive slave, and on the
question of Paul's intentions for him: did he want Philemon to accept him back as a brother in faith;
did he expect Philemon to return Onesimus to him for his own use; or was Paul hinting that
Philemon should manumit Onesimus? This study centers on Onesimus as an intentional convert; the
first Christian slave whose name we know. Using research about early Christian slavery, slavery in
the Roman world, and comparative evidence from African-American slave narratives, this study
starts from the assumption that Onesimus had his own motives and aspirations in pursuing his
association with Paul, and reconstructs his voice using hints within and outside the text that suggest
his agency and subjectivity.

the life of a roman slave: Critical Readings on Global Slavery Damian Alan Pargas, Felicia
Rosu, 2017-12-05 The study of slavery has grown strongly in recent years, as scholars working in
several disciplines have cultivated broader perspectives on enslavement in a wide variety of contexts
and settings. Critical Readings on Global Slavery offers students and researchers a rich collection of
previously published works by some of the most preeminent scholars in the field. With contributions
covering various regions and time periods, this anthology encourages readers to view slave systems
across time and space as both ubiquitous and interconnected, and introduces those who are
interested in the study of human bondage to some of the most important and widely cited works in
slavery studies.

the life of a roman slave: Slavery, the Civil Law, and the Supreme Court of Louisiana



Judith Kelleher Schafer, 1997-03-01 Winner of the Francis Butler Simkins Award for 1995 and the
1994 General L. Kemper Williams Prize In what may be the most impressive research to date of state
supreme court records, this study analyzes the evolution of Loui siana’s slave laws from the
territorial period to the Civil War. Schafer presents numerous concise case his tories, stories that
are fascinating and at times heartbreaking in the particulars they reveal about slaves’ existence.
Anyone interested in slavery will find Schafer’s work riveting reading, for it depicts in detail,
probably better than most fictional or narrative accounts, what living in bondage could mean.

the life of a roman slave: Theorising Comparative History for the Ancient Mediterranean
Stephen Harrison, Dylan James, 2025-08-26 Theorising Comparative History for the Ancient
Mediterranean examines how ‘soft’ comparative history can illuminate the ancient Mediterranean
world. This approach employs alternative periods and settings to prompt new understandings of
antiquity, but differs from a side-by-side ‘hard’ comparison. This volume represents the first attempt
to theorise the methodology and scrutinise its value for studying the ancient world. The book’s ten
chapters examine a cross-section of ancient cultures (Greece, Rome, Egypt, India, Afghanistan,
China) and range across political, social, economic, cultural, intellectual, and military history,
demonstrating the versatility of the approach. Contributions draw from a variety of comparative
settings (e.g. Spanish America, contemporary sub-Saharan Africa, Early Modern Europe, the
Antebellum American South) and demonstrate that there are myriad comparative paths to prompt
rethinking about antiquity. Each contributor reflects on their own individual practice, and the
introduction meditates on the strengths, limitations, and commonalities across these chapters. The
volume thus offers a blueprint for how scholars in various fields can utilise comparative history.

the life of a roman slave: The Cambridge World History of Slavery David Eltis, Stanley L.
Engerman, Keith R. Bradley, Paul Cartledge, Seymour Drescher, 2011 This volume surveys the
history of slavery in the ancient Mediterranean world, concentrating particularly on the societies of
ancient Greece and Rome.

the life of a roman slave: The Journal of the American Baptist Anti-Slavery Convention
American Baptist Anti-Slavery Convention, 1841

the life of a roman slave: Slavery in Early Christianity Jennifer A. Glancy, 2002-03-14
Slavery was widespread throughout the Mediterranean lands where Christianity was born and
developed. Though Christians were both slaves and slaveholders, there has been surprisingly little
study of what early Christians thought about the realities of slavery. How did they reconcile slavery
with the Gospel teachings of brotherhood and charity? Slaves were considered the sexual property
of their owners: what was the status within the Church of enslaved women and young male slaves
who were their owners' sexual playthings? Is there any reason to believe that Christians shied away
from the use of corporal punishments so common among ancient slave owners? Jennifer A. Glancy
brings a multilayered approach to these and many other issues, offering a comprehensive
re-examination of the evidence pertaining to slavery in early Christianity. Drawing on a wide variety
of sources, Glancy situates early Christian slavery in its broader cultural setting. She argues that
scholars have consistently underestimated the pervasive impact of slavery on the institutional
structures, ideologies, and practices of the early churches and of individual Christians. The
churches, she shows, grew to maturity with the assumption that slaveholding was the norm, and
welcomed both slaves and slaveholders as members. Glancy draws attention to the importance of the
body in the thought and practice of ancient slavery. To be a slave was to be a body subject to
coercion and violation, with no rights to corporeal integrity or privacy. Even early Christians who
held that true slavery was spiritual in nature relied, ultimately, on bodily metaphors to express this.
Slavery, Glancy demonstrates, was an essential feature of both the physical and metaphysical worlds
of early Christianity. The first book devoted to the early Christian ideology and practice of slavery,
this work sheds new light on the world of the ancient Mediterranean and on the development of the
early Church.

the life of a roman slave: The Fugitive Slave Law Joseph Parrish Thompson, 1850
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